Blue Ridge Assembly celebrates centennial

by PATRICK ENFINGER
www.mmpenst — “Eureka,
we hove found it exclaimed
. Willis D Weatherford from
the top of a tree on Oclober 6,
1906, With those wonds, the
YMCA Blue Rulge Assembly
was bom in Black Mountain,
N.C. (outside of Asheville,

e AL Phillips bad remed a
hewse e buggy from Asheville
and drove it to Black Mountain
Weatherfind was searching for
A phace 1o build & new summer
conference  center for YMCA
und - YWOA groups,  youth
conferences, adult conferences,

W.C.y, Earlier that day he and

e

anel professional trainings. When

THIS CARD SHOWS Lee Hall and is postmarked Blue

Ridge Jun 8. 1914, Lee Hall had a summer-only post
office in the basement. This card shows a grassy area in
the lower right, the arca where a swimming pool would

the trail became too much for the
bz, the two hiked. A few milkes
up, Weatherford climbed 2 e
to see whal the view would be.
Upon reaching the top, he gased
upon the Bhue Ridge Mountains
anel exclaimed 1 bis friend they

had found the place.
After  several  years of
planning,  fundraising,  and

construction, Blue Ridge hosted
its first groupin 1912, Sincethen,

gver a million youth and adults
have attended  conferences,
reupions, and trainings at Blue
Ridge, Originally g summer-
only operation, limited winter
operations were sarted  with
the farmation of Lee School
for Boys in the 19208 In 1833

Blue Ridge
See page 11

later be built. — pholo courtesy of Patrick Enfinger

T

Whait & lmie trivel
experience  this mupst e
been, But like todny, trwin
teavel  Tor
necded  all
because whal takes today o

lipmg distanees

These  Kervices

S s BarE ) o gl e P

few hours o fly took days
on the tram, Bug, thut was
when life was simple and the
traveler ook along ¢ good
bock, relased snd arrived
memially  and physically
relreshed friim the journey.
There was no wiy o reuch
these  pnssengers  others
than wi occasional 1elegeam

ADDRESS SIDE OF Lee Hall postcard., — photo courtesy

of Patrick Enfinger

delivered at scheduled stops.
Mow, in the age of constant
communication with Lapuops
and cell phones, gven if these
|uxury train cars retumed, the
obd fushion J0Y of wraveling
wonld not, That is when a
vacalion was A vacation.
And, getting there was half
the fun.

However, as posicard ool-
lectors we can sit beck and
let our minds, if not bodies,
drift back Into the former
mades of transportation and
enjay the ride, This is & great
group of posteards, [nteriors
of oeean liners and rail sell
for %13 to $30.
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Black Mountiy College, & new
progressive ans college, was
founded by 4 group of teachers
and students frem Winter Park,
Fle. The schood used the Blue
Ridge site until 194] when ot
moved o its owin site, In 1970,
Blue Ridge became a [ull-
tme, - year-round  operation
In 1995, the movie “2§ Duys"
was filmed at Bles Ridge. Blue
Ridge is listed on the Register

of Maticmal Historie Places

The largest umd  oldest
building on the propery is
Robert E. Lee Hall. This three.
afory wooden stiuctiee with tall
white cofumns wis designed by
Louwis E Jallade. All the wood
for Lee Hall, with the esception
of The columns. was harvested
frown the propery. Today, Blue
Ridge has over 50 buildings

Blue Rulge once had s
W SUMMET posT atfice in the
hasement of Lee Hall “Bloe
Ridge NC” was how st oands
and letbers were postmarked

My earliest card postosarked
“Blue Ridge NC" = 1914
wid the latest card is 1938, In
the early davs people culd
dcddress [etters simply 0 “Blue
Ridge NC aml they would get
there, Sinve the closing of the
porst office in Lee Hall, mail i
taken down the snoentai 1 the
pust office in Black Mowntiin
Post curds have recorded the
history of Blue Kidge, Post
cards shuw the name clanzes of
Blue Ridge, vacant arcaz whers
Puiliings would later be huikt,
areas that hivve changed purpose,

even show  haw
faslons have changed over the
last centry

When  Blue was
establishedin 1906 it waskown
i TBlue Ridge Association,”
In 1933 1 changed its name
Iy “Blue  Ridge College”
and i B949 01 became Yl
Ridge Asscmbly,” My earlicss
card “Azsociation” s
postmarked 1912 ¢postmarked
Black Mountain, the vear of
the first comference) and the

Post cands

Rifae
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THIS CAHD SHOWS the entrance to Blue Ridge. Its
hard to believe these old cars could make it up the steep
mountain roads. unpaved at the time, leading to Lee Hall,
The brick catrance way was taken down a long time ago
becanse larger cars and busses could not At through the
opening. — photo courtesy of Patrich Enfinger

THIS CARD SHOWS an early view of the lobby of Lee
Hall. Motice the men's suits and lady's dresses, all in
a time before air-conditioning. The lobby today looks
much fike the lobby on this post card., The lobby front
desk was moved a long time ago, bul the rocking
chairs are still there. On one side of the lobby hangs a
portrait of Robert E. Lee, on the other side hangs one
of Abraham Lincoln, — pholo courtesy of Fatrick Enfinger

buldings that no Jonger exizt
and the development of rogds,

Blue Ridge
Jee poge 12

THES CARD SHOWS one of the carliest groups to use
Blue Ridge. a YWCA conference, The women, In their Torng
dresses and hats are on Lhe steps of Lee Hall, One handred
years later, large groups sl sit on Uhe steps of Lee Hall
for group photos. — jhito coutesy of Fatrick Enfinger

THIS CARD SHOWS the swimming pool and tents next
to Lee Mall. Fost cards showing tents are rare, Tents
have not heen nsed for decades. A mountain stream
feeds the very cold pool, The pool is no longer in Lhis
location and is now a play area with a small strean.
Bathing suit fashions of the day included Lops and long
trunks for males. — pholo coutesy o Fatrick Enfirger
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MAIL AUCTION

Adale Kempl

13048 West Watson Rd,
Phone Bids Not Accepted
AUCTION MO, 808

St Lowis, MO 831271917

E-MAIL Walcarma: delki 0E o, com
CLOSING DATE: Sep. 8, 2008

Barr's Bules & Grading Apply

LOT NOD, DESCRIFTION ESTIMATED VALUE
1. Libarty Ball & indapendence Hall, Tuck Series 109, G. .- 00
2. Ragged Condinentals — seema series as above, G BE00
3." Fourh of July - same sares a5 above, G, CBE00
4. First Fourth of July - same senas a5 abovae, G L BE00
6. & FFB 6587 Dutch chikdiren - file bhgd,, G i SF1200
6. MO Sulivan AL 66 Sneli's Restaurant, 3 views on gerd 5400
7. NM Sara Rose RL 68 Adaobe Ira — 3 viws on cards. ... 54,00
A, Cincinmath Riverfrord stadiem, G . 5300
5.* 3 Bageball's Graal — Connia Mack, El:| Wals-h \5 Jmk Cha:rl:lro

Bl&wh — nan pestcand back Y P 1
10 FL MEami Beach Hotal FIEnmgﬁ- -g::-ll game nm.'bc-r.:ler W&, . §5.00
11. 15 Colodul Whiskey Dacaness, chromsa, & . L 3E.00
12 TN Rock City |10 cards - chrarme, VG . 33.00

13. 5 Postoards cancelled St Louiz, Mo, Souih Bway HF'DGG B: 0B,

G

14.° ﬁ.& E E}ﬁs—- mlz fur starmgr af wour choice. G.
18, 14 Mairger "Litthe Folks", prtd. Western Garmany, VG
16,7 12 cards, Story of Three Litile Pigs, chvame, VG .
17, 2 cards of couples = embsoidered cards signed Gamiess, .
18" 12 cards, pub, Goral Les Hostege Series H-1-H12, G .. 10,00

35.00

From page 10

latest, 1941. Mo post cards
use “Bilue " Ridge College”
ingtead  “Association™  con-
tinued to be wsed or simply
“Blus Ridge NC" was used
My first postmarked card using
the word " Assembly™ is 1948,

My collection of post cardy
from Blue Ridge started several
vears ago. While ot an antique
fair, T stumbled across an
unmarked real photo post cand
I recognized it as Blue Ridge.
From there 1 started sending
post card shows, watching on-
line auction stes, and actively
wollecting Elue Ridge casds.
I now have over 300 cands n

my collection. 1 hrst went 1o
Blue Ridge in middle scheol,
spending & week every sommer
ar Blue Rides attending Blue
Ridge Leaders School Tattended
Leaders School through high
school. T my college years. [
joined the Assembly's summer
staff for four yvears. | have since
returned o Blue Ridee over the
years for several conferences.

As Blue Ridge celebrates
its centenninl, it 8 fun o
put the pieces of s history
tpgether through post cands.
Many people have  walked
past the columns of Lee Hall
since 0t first opencd. Many
of their memaries have been
preserved on old post cards,
May the next century include
even more post cards,

N

19,7 3 sigrad Tayker Tats in swim wear, G....... LLE1D.DD

1, 5 Binds by Morris Katz, G 8500

1, 20 cands of chidren, signed * Ennme pub Mamzer prld Belglull'l
va 500

22 6 mrnk:sqbgne-:l EIMEE, G oo B0
23. Grome blowing harn — unable o read signature & EE.OO
Lole B4 1o 38 - Christmas in July
B4 3 Tuck Angels. 2 series 12, 1 senes 156G . GO0
25, PFE 2103 3 angals — 1 wisongbaok, & widzer, G, e RO
#6. 2 Aabus cards, Whilney pub,, G i . EEAN)
E7." Litths boy drassad wiChristimas Graens, opy, '-‘.llnsrh V&G BRI
8. 2 Christmes scanes — Gilk cards, G, BE.00
28§ Grealings wichidrem, 2 Tuck Saries 531, 3 Winsch bokes,

G-VaE % ¥ 5o
30, 2 cerds wbooksts, 1 |:1:-3.- Winsch. G 500
1.0 3 Anges wideer — Ul igh. Angels pub EAS, G s 56,00
a2 2 Chikdiren in snow 81o6m — Same sares, pub Tuch, G JSEOD
31 Chrislnas Greeling wiatiachad die cul booklet. V3. 5400
34. Samtawhag, EL. Senss 114, G i JE3E00
35 Saria carrying 4 lee, EL 114, G . e . BEOD
36 Sanda wanged in seigh, EL E‘éfn':'s 114, G ...38.00
3T, Sarla carying bags, G TE R e s e SN . [ o o
A" Sarda Ialmg 1] I;u:\‘!,I :bg:lud Clup-saﬂdle.

Gy K . §15.00

8 s o =

THIS CARD SHOWS an acrial view of Blue Ridge. The
big building is Lee Hall. The building directly behind
Lee Hall is the old Dining Mall. The old Dining Hall
was torn down in the 19805 and is now a parking
Iot. Also shown are other buildings, all of which are
still standing today. The pool. in the lower right. was
later replaced with a modern pool. — phote courlesy
of Patrick Enflnger
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