ek

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

A6 -7

Black Mountain

LOOKING FOR THE _
Savings celebrates

PERFECT GIFT?

100 years

mscit nside

‘\pu 14

Black Mountain News

Serving the Swannanoa Valley Since 1945

WEEK OF DEC. 4 - 10, 2008

WWW.BLACKMOUNTAINNEWS.COM

50¢

Inside

In News
Gibson named physical

By Alice Keyes
SPECIAL TO THE
BLACK MOUNTAIN NEWS

Twinkling lights and holiday

In Valley Living
Gingerbread fZ

trees, giving an outside represen-
tation of the Christmas spirit con-
tained within Black Mountain.
The commencement of the
town’s holiday festivities will
occur on Friday, December 5,
with Holly Jolly, followed by the
Black Mountain  Christmas
Parade and the Circle of Lights
the next day. All three events
reflect the ambiance surrounding

Appalachia Song to perform at
Holly Jolly B3

this season of giving.

“It’s the sense of community
and " togetherness that exists in
Black Mountain that I like,”

the weather outside may be fright-
ﬁib\mdle—upamijommmerw»

Arts League Gala
and Auction this
Saturday night B3

In Real Estate

Propane could save you money C1

Trading Company and Black
Mountain Merchants Association
president. “But it’s also a way to
thank our customers for shopping
here year-round

Area stores plan to stay open

Holiday weekend
to usher in season

File Photo

(above) Don't be surprised to see a few elves on the
streets of Black Mountain this weekend, as a full line-up
of holiday events is schetluled, including Holly Jolly and
the Black Mountain Christmas Parade.

9 pm,, to prolong the shopping
frenzy.

“I can ingrease my sales up to
50 percent in that one day,”
Wanser said. “We actually see
people who can't get to my regis-
ter on that night because the store
is so packed and-they’ll come
back later hoping that I still have

and down State Street and Cherry
Street, Santa will take up resi-
dence at the train caboose, located
next to the Old Depot on Sutton
Avenue, from 5:30 - 9 pm.
Besides offering refresh-
‘ments, Holly Jolly also includes

School
board to
fill Owen
seat

By Andy Grabel
STAFF WRITER

The Buncombe County Board of Education is
expected to select a representative to serve the Owen
District at their monthly meeting Thursday, follow-
ing a decision by the Buncombe County Board of
Elections to declare the seat vacant last month.

‘The Buncombe County Board of Elections voted
3-0 to vacate the seat after Mark Crawford, who for-
mally dropped out of the election in October, won
the non-partisan race and announced his intention to
serve on the board. School board members from five
of the six Buncombe County districts and an at-large
representative will select the
Owen district representative,
who Will serve a four-year term.

Under school board proce-
dure, sitting board members are
charged with filling the vacant
seat, as they did in a similar situ-
ation years ago when a school
board member left the board
prematurely, school board chair-
man Rlcluud Greene sald,

the remaining term of his prede-
@ cessor, Dianne  Shepherd
| Sharpe.

Crawford, an adjunct profes-
sor of political science at
Western Carolina University, won 34.16 percent of
the vote in the November election, followed by Chip
Craig - 26.82 percent, Ryan Stone - 21.36 percent,
and Chris Bradford - 17.25 percent, according to

late on Friday, December 5, until

whatever it was that they wanted  live entertainment. The Montreat results on the Buncombe County Board of Elections

to buy. We see that happen Choir will be traveling alang!he Web site. Crawford’s margin of victory was nearly

throughout the month of streets throughout the 4,000 votes. Out of 67 precincts that voted i the

December” ing Christmas cheer, and election, nearly 54,000 votes were cast throughout
Santa is scheduled to take a  Appalachia Song will be per- Buncombe County in the election of a new Owen

break from the workshop to stop  forming at the train caboose until

by and receive present requests [l See Holiday on page A12 I See School board on page A12
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FLS Energy powers needs for the new century

By Andy Grabel

STAFF WRITER
Tucked in an industral park

off Highway 70,  flowishing

The business has grown to
include 18 full-time and three
part-time employees.

With solar technology still
fighting its way into the main-
stream, FLS Energy has estab-
lished its position through edu-
cating clients about the benefits
of solar technology and energy
savings.

annually, enough to power
1,200 homes.

The company = gained
national attention after it
installed 100 solar panels on the
top of the Proximity Hotel in
Greensboro in late 2006. The

: plo)ecLNonhCamlm‘sm

solar water heating system,
vides the hotel wnlhmﬂm&
of the hotel’s hot water needs,
and saves the hotel an estimated
Slmmnﬂy

Photo by Andy Grabel

The “low hanging fruit” of  (above) FLS Energy’s Frank Marshall, left, director of
solar energy is solar hot water  sales and marketing, and Hardy LeGwin, chief execu-

systems, according to Frank ~tive officer, test a solar panel at the company’s Black
Muihll.dilemrof-hsgﬂ Mountain headquarters.

marketing for FLS Energy.

@ See Energy on page A12

PAT BANE
Real Estate

(828)275-0777

VMULTI-MILLION
DOLLAR PRODUCER

Wonderful 1750 sf
Home Nestled in the Woods

Private lot 2 blocks from lake & short walk to dwntwn.
4BR/2 large baths. Hrdwd floors in LR/DR area. Built-in

comfortable homell MLS#427480 $279.900.00
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SChOOI board, continued from Page Al

District representative.

Craig filed a formal protest
to Crawford’s election to the
school board on November 7,

desire to serve the Owen District
since the election.

“Through it all, I knew that I
might still be called upon to
serve in accordance with the

statement to the Black Mountain
News. “Despite the potential
conflicts that had caused me to
withdraw, I had resolved myself
to serve if nevertheless elected

noting that the reason that

“I expected that the voters
were going to be the ones who
decided the election, but at least
the school board members that
fill the seat will be able to make

to get through the process, so
that the board can refocus on the
school system’s business.”

The Buncombe Count
Board of Education will hold an

swearing in of new and re-elect-
ed school board members will
occur at 6 p.m.

Staff writer Andy Grabel can

Crawford appeared on the ballot  information provided to me by the citizens of our county” an informed decision,” he said. open sessionat4:30 pm.tocon- be reached at andy@black
was because there was not from the state board of elections Craig said that he hopes that “I expected to know after sider the i to the i
enough time to reprint the bal- and transmitted through the aus-  the board will consider his expe- November 4 who would serve Owen  District in  the
lots after his withdrawal. pices of a staff member of the rience as a business owner and the Owen District, -so the fact ~Administrative Services

Both Crawford and Craig Buncombe County Board of background in finance and that we are still waiting a month  Building, 175 Bingham Road, in
have notified the board of their  Elections,” Crawford wrote in a  appoint him to the position. later is surprising. We just need the board auditorium. The
Holid

0 l aV, continued from Page Al

9 pm. Bob Hinkle and Kim “The parade is a show of com- Sannhy,Dwmia&é,ﬁunSJ Lights will feature live music, Parade, Santa is heading to Lake For more information, call 669-
Hughes, from White Horse Black munity and contains the spirit of p.m. hayrides, gift bags for the children, Tomahawk for this free outdoor 8610.
Mountain, also plan on making a  celebration that comes with the “Itusedto be that people would  healthy snacks, and hot cocoa. family event.
730 pm. appearance at the Christmas season,” said Bob buy a light in remembrance of a “It's a good way to get out and
caboose. McMurray, executive director of  loved one;” Black"Mountain recre- be a part of the community,”

The square dance team from the Black Mountain-Swannanoa ation program supervisor Renee Mastrangelo said. “You'll see FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALE
WD. Williams Elementary School ~ Chamber of Commerce. “Its a Mastrangelo said. “Now the event neighbors and friends and it’s justa
will perform at White Horse Black ~ way for churches to witness to the is used as a way to beautify the lake  good way to kick off the holidays.”
Mountain at 6 p.m. community and for non-profit and usher in the holiday season. After making an appearance at

Take note that both Sutton
Avenue and Cherry Street will
close at 5:30 pm, so altemate

Black Mountain
Christmas Parade
The resounding melodies of
Christmas tunes will ring down the
crowded streets during the Black
Mountain Christmas Parade bear-
ing the theme “Music of
Christmas.”

The parade will begin on
Saturday, December 6, at 4 p.m. on

T}wvanH‘ghSchoolbm\d
will lead the parade with the man
of honor, Santa Claus, making his
appearance at the end. Over 100
floats are scheduled to participate
‘with Johnny and Jane Raines as the
reigning grand marshals of the
parade. Take note that the
Swanannoa Valley Christian
Ministry will be collecting canned
goods as they travel down the
street.

For more information, call 669-
2300.

The 24th annual Circle of

the Black Mountain Christmas

Photo provided by Debbic Wanser

mi - di Dining Room Custom Orders |
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 22

Flat Creek Road and end at Grdeoflights (above) Russ Wanser, owner of C.W. Moose, puts the final
Craigmont Road by St. James The glow from 250 luminaries  touches on Santa’s sleigh before Holly Jolly, set for this
Episcopal Church. will illuminate Lake Tomahawk on ~ Friday night.
FSU RONAGITE 1) REE

E : » Quality Home Furnishings Since 1946 4

nergV9 C"mmuedﬁ”m PageAl “Up the Valley in Black Mountain” §]

; o gl 109 Broadway

These systems are designedtopro-  people. . grow wherever the sun is shining Black Mountain, NC 9-5:30 Mon. - Sat.
vide 90 percent of a building’s hot “Because the system was going  and solar energy needs arise. (828) 669-5000 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY*
water needs during peak produc-  on a building that didn't have heat “What’s important is that peo- WWW, purchase $399.
tion. The use of solar hot water sys- ~ or air conditioning, we had atough  ple can see the value in solaras a T

tems has doubled in the past. 10 time judging what the payback
years and could provide five per-  would be,” Kurt Eckel, operations
cent of commercial and 15 percent director for Blue Ridge Assembly,
of residential demand by 2015, said. “The back of the roof faced
motdmglulhecormwsWeb south, so I knew that it would be a
perfect candidate for solar. Now,
Asd!eeconomy changes, the solar pre-heat is going to pro-
businesses are trying to cut costs  vide domestic hot water for the
and increase the predictability of  building. I think it will be a benefit
their energy costs,” Marshall said. ~for years to come.”
“Our challenge is to sell themon ~ Whether ial or resi-

longtammvuwnm!. M.mhn.ll

there. mp&lmwﬁndhw
solar power is going to help our
customers meet their energy
needs”

Staff writer Andy Grabel can
be reached at andy@black

the idea that this technology is dential projects, FLS Energy will

viable and going to save them ..
‘money in the long run. Many busi-
nesses may know that solar is a

join the

Black Mountain News

fora

Hollg Jolly

at the Black Mountain News office

good idea, but don't always realize |

I

111 8. Richardson Bivd. (across from the Biack Mounioin Post Office)

[ iy il fasiie or| MIQUN'TAIN GOLKF

m local company has also lOOBroadmy-Bluckno\uxt-ln

used its expertise on local projects
and brought solar to one of Black |
Mountain’s most historical confer- |

ence centers. Over the last few | =All Odyssey Putters on Sale
-GolfLogix GPS - $299.00

- Big Bertha Iron Set - $899.00
- Gifts for everyone who plays!

months, FLS Energy installed six
panels on the roof of a residential
building at Blue Ridge Assembly
for a solar hot water system. The
system will provide energy for the
building that can house up to 90

My, - oovesar

Lo D ipanse Y e 1000

Friday, December § * 2-4 p.m.
Holiday

-

and enjoy holiday freats!

register fo win a

Norman Rockwell
2009 Calendor

Gift Baskat!

Pick-up your complimentary

ZMEDICAP

PHARMACY,

wishes you a

Happy Holiday Season!

To all of our friends, family and

Christmas and o

support over the
_ needs in 20091

Pharmacy® store

nd fom ond
Pect i holde somtord

* customers, we wish you o Merry

Hoppy New Yeor!

Thank you for your business and

past year. We look

* forward fo serving your health core

* Stop in the Black Mountain Medicop

and let us help you

Personal Service * NO LONG WAITS
Instant Access to the Pharmacist
Diabetes Education and Products
Competitive Pricing * At Door Parking
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Easy Prescription Fransfers
Home Health Products

MEDlCAP

Ruth Higgins, R.Ph.
3130 US 70 Hwy
o Hock Mountain, NC 28711

Call 828-669-9970
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=4 Detour expected to clog I-

COLD NOVEMBER: It
wasn't your imagination:
Jack Frost really was
nipping at your nose this
November, the coldest
in more than 10 years.
Page B1

CCATCH THAT CAR:
Columnist Susan Rein-
hardt writes about a
local couple whose car
was stolen - and they
decided to do some-
thing about it. Page C1

GRAMMY NOMINA-
TIONS: Find out who's in
the running for the
annual music awards.
Page C3

MAN ON THE LAM:
Authorities continue
their search for a man
accused of attacking his.
grandfather with a
machete and stealing
his life savings. Page B1

YANCEY $HAKEUP: The
newly seated Board of
Commissioners didn’t
waste tine shaking up
county government,
starting with the county
manager. Page B1

COMMON THREADS:
There are some similari-
ties between Brett
Chappell of East Hen-
derson and BJJ. Laugh-
ter of Hendersonville,

Bridge closure will affect West Asheville traffic

By Mark Barrett
MBARRETT@CITIZEN-TIMES.COM
ASHEVILLE — Workers on
xvne%nﬁd‘y closed the Brevard
a

On Saturday and Sunday,
traffic will be diverted off east-
bound I-240 using the off ramp
at the Brevard Road/I-240 in-

in West Asheville for several
days and will d

then back onto I-
the on ramp. That sho d

I-240 traffic around the bridge
this weekend.

The closures will give work-
ers room to repair abeam dam-
aged Nov. 18 when a tractor-
trailer carrying an oversized
load struck the underside of
the bridge.

The bridge work is sure to
create traffic congestion over
the weekend.

to keep mov-
ing eut but will squeeze two
lanes of traffic onto one lane.

“I know it's going to cause
some delays there. I'm hoping
it'll be minimal because it will
be on the weekend,” when traf-
fic levels are lower, said Ed
Green, division maintenance
engineer for the state Depart-
ment of Transportation.

DOT officials said workers

will put the I-240 detour in
place around 7:30 a.m. Satur-
day and they hope eastbound
lanes will reopen by 6 p.m.

o' Sunday, although it is possible

the diversion could last until
early. Monday morning. Brev-
ard Road, which is numbered
N.C. 191, will be closed a little
.south of the interchange over
the weekend so motorists on
the detour won't have to con-
tend with turning traffic.

The Brevard Road bridge
closure is scheduled to last un-
til Dec. 12, although Green said

Please see DETOUR on A6

1-240/Brevard Road brldge repair
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ALTERNATIVE ENERGY GE-'S A LIFT IN FLETCHER

Hammer
killer

receives
24 years

Moore pleads to
bludgeoning death
of friend, arson

Clarke Morrison
CMORRISONGCITIZEN-TIMES.COM
—A a
man will spend at least 24
years in prison for bludgeon-
ing his friend to death with a
hammer and burning the vic-

tim’s trailer.

Donald Fred
Moore Jr, 39,
pleaded guilty
Wednesday in
Buncombe
County Superi-
or Court to sec-
ond-degree
murder
first-degree ar-
son.

Gary Steven Buhrmaster,
49, was found dead on Oct. 22,
2007, outside his burning
home. An autopsy showed he
died from multiple blows to
the head that shattered his

Donald Fred
Moore Jr.

and

L
Members of the victim's
family sobbed in court during
the sentencing hearing.

“We've lost our brother,”
Mark Buhrmaster told Judge
Marlene Hyatt. “He was bru-
tally beaten. We would like to
ask the court for the maxi-
mum sentence.”

But Moore’s fiancée, Cindy
Pierce, testified she still in-
tends to marry him. She de-
scribed Moore as a gentle and
kind person who was good to
her two young sons.

The Ecology Center, which
also tests for chemical content
in other products, began test-
ing toys last year after a spate
of recalls.

Most significantly, Mattel
Inc. recalled more than 21 mil-
lion Chinese-made toys on
fears they were tainted with
lead paint and tiny magnets
that children could accidenlal-

the WNC coaches who B d
stil have teams alive in STEVE DIXON/SDIXONGCTIZEN-TIMES.COM
the NCHSAA football mm-mbmuwmmmm 900,000-square-foot Fletcher on Vanir Solar
playoffs. Page D1 Appalachian Energy, is spending $2.4 million to bulld the worlds largest solar | heating and cooling system with
uo mnumnmummmmmmmpnu«uw-, bullt atop the Olymplc Village in Beljing, according to a database
d by the In Paris. For a photo gallery, visit CITIZEN-TIMES.com.
Today's forecast
#* | Lab en rift clouds id bid
St Labor-green rift clouds auto aid bi
- Julle Hirschfield Davis Barack Obama has  st: 4
Cloudy, showers :{A:SI;WFD PRESS. ANALYSIS vague on his views on bmal’{:xdt MORE INSIDE
High 48, Low 31 WASHINGTON — Watch out are pushing for an infusion of details and Democratic lead- g m union willing
WEATHER, D8 for family fights, Mr. Presi- emergency loans for the car- ers have seemed to make
dent-elect. Though Democrats  makers’ immediate needs — about whether to push one t0 hel W""'. Pags D6
Index will control both the new Con- even if that means diverting through.It’salsoat (hz heart of n
BUSINESS pe7 | sress and White House, the s25 billion that had been set the disagreement between — .
battle over a multibillion-dol- aslde for creating cleaner vehi- Democrats and the Bush ad- Majority Leader Harry Reid,
iy L) lar auto industry bailout al- balk at over how to D-Nev, reversed course and
CROSSWORD, PUZZLE cs1 ready is pitting two major thzt notion, saying the money structure a carmaker rescue.  called off the debate.
VNG o4 | party i ies agains and insisting that r  rust Congress They ordered the Big Three
each othet: big labor and envi- my new he}p be tied to strict backinto session lastmonthto _ to submit elaborate loan ap) h-
o L i . requirem rcm consider an emergency auto cations to Congress befor
MOUNTANS L] The Auto Workers; . The imnm t helps aid plan, House Speaker Nancy
MOVIES ¢ | alongwithDetroit’s Big Three, gxplaln why Pelosi, D-Calif, and Senate Please see AUTO on A8
NATION/WORLD Y} .
=i f lead
we = | Group: 1 in 3 toys Stlll have ‘elevated’ levels of le
]
] ees T T ® By Mae Anderson org,a s, while two-thirds said Jeff Gearhart, research di-
‘THE ASSOCIATED PRESS The Bcology Center, a non- lnd low levels or none of the rector for healthytoys.org.
NEW YORK — After the high- fit environmental up chemicals the group tested for. “The bad news is that there
rofile recalls of millions of mcdlancMsm.lneo abo- Lead was detected in 20 per- mldllfnrtoommytmwith
Lad-conumhmd toys last ration-with other %:up:l:ien- cent of !]«:y:n, compared with 35 elzv#:d level:i of :hem
, a watchd ed about: avarie rcent ar. indus ever.
QL ‘"M o Rt i of e Trelud Pe“Wede:yeeenednctionln took h::{ wnthl&z
A GANNETT NEWSPRPER | vn“"l er toys with high levels of arsenic, cadmium and others. theamountoflead this year,so testing methods and said !lu(
"’“'”"‘""m h Is in them this year. About half were similartotoys I think the attention on the is- toy makers, the government
But about a third of the toys tested last year. sue last year and ughout and retailers have been work-
QUESTIONS ABOUT tested still contained a worri-  About one-third were found thig year helped reduce the ing to improve safety stan-
some level of chemicals, to have a significant level of amount ofletd in products,”

CIRCULATION?
Call (800) 672:2472

ly swallow.




