


Lee School for Boys HEE SCHOOL, which is the fourth enterprise fostered by the 
Blue Ridge Association, opened on September 8th with an 
attendance from seven Southern States that was satisfactory 

in number and very encouraging in quality. The number has been 
added to since school opened, and already engagements are being made 
for the second half year. 

A number of parents from several states accompanied their sons 
to Blue Ridge, and all were enthusiastic in their praises of Blue Ridge, 
Lee School and its prospect for the future. Since returning home 
more than one has written back, saying that they are telling their neigh¬ 
bors about the advantages which Lee School gives. 

Lee School has met with a splendid reception from the colleges 
such as Vanderbilt, Washington and Lee, Duke, Wake Forest, and 
others, which have placed it on the accredited list. Such recognition 
gives the school a prestige from the very beginning. 

The school is doing more than giving very thorough instruction in 
the class room; it is building character and training for service. It is a 
haven of safety from the temptations and distractions of urban life. 
Do you not know boys who need such a place? 
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The Thirty Silent Years'1' 
By Dr. W. L. Poteat 

F I speak to you, my friends, according to 
the suggestion of Mr. King, about “The 
Thirty Silent Years,” I shall probably be 

reminding some of you that it took Thomas Car¬ 
lisle thirty volumes in which to set forth the doc¬ 
trine of the eternal silence, or of old Democritus, 
who said, “We know nothing. We don’t even know 
that there is anything to know,” and yet he wrote 

seventy-two treatises. 
The original uniqueness of Jesus remains. His 

spiritual and intellectual leadership has been unaf¬ 
fected by the progress of the race since His day. It 
was just as clear in the world of art and intellect of 
ancient Greece, in the world of law and social or¬ 
ganization of ancient Rome, as it was in the simple 
life of Palestine. I feel sure that it is just as clear 
in the modern world of science and individual free¬ 
dom as it was in the contracted horizon of the an¬ 
cient Judaism. Jesus marks the close of one period 
of human history and the opening of another. He 
made in inherently and permanently different by His 
influence on it. Now, you may have all sorts of feel¬ 
ings and attitudes about Him and toward Hirp ex¬ 
cept one. You may admire Him. You may hate 
Him. You may love Him, but you cannot be indif¬ 
ferent to Him. A man who is not interested in 

^Stenographic report of an address given at Blue Ridge 
during the August program, 1926. 

the life of Jesus is, I shall not say irreligious, but 
unintelligent. 

Will you listen while I read briefly out of the 
Gospel of Luke an important passage bearing upon 
the subject of our present study: 

“And when they had performed all things ac¬ 
cording to the law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

“And the child grew and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon' 

him.* 

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 

at the feast of the passover. 

“And when he was twelve years old, they went 
up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 

“And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jeru¬ 

salem ; 

“And Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 
“But they, supposing him to have been in the com¬ 

pany went a day’s journey; and they sought him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

“And when they found him not, they turned back 

again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

“And it came to pass, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
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doctors, both hearing them, and asking them ques¬ 
tions. 

“And all that heard him were astonished at his 
understanding and answers. 

“And when they saw him, they were amazed: 
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing. 

“And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought 
me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s 

business ? 
“And they understood not the saying which he 

spake unto them. 
“And he went down with them, and came to 

Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his 
mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man.” 

The veil of obscurity covers the lives of all the 
men who have most deeply and permanently in¬ 
fluenced the course of human history. You think of 
the supreme poets, as Homer and Dante and Shake¬ 
speare. Think of the great founders of the re¬ 
ligions, Zoroaster, Gautama, and Mohammed. The 
life of our Lord Himself is no exception. We do 
not know when He was born, when He died, how 
old He was when He died. His public ministry, 

.about which we know most, is variously estimated as 
covering a period from five years on the one hand 
to only one year on the other hand; and as to His 
private life, that is to say, from the infancy to the 
baptism, our four biographies are silent with the sin¬ 
gle exception of the passage which I read you, giv¬ 
ing the temple incident when He was twelve years 
of age, and a single word, Carpenter, with this 
general characterization which I read you, “And 
the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon Him. 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.” 

Now, a very wide-spread natural curiosity has led 
men to seek to fill this gap in our information about 
the Master’s life. Some of you have perhaps read 
the Apocryphal Gospels. The stories there of in¬ 
cidents are gross and exaggerated, but they under¬ 
take to supply this missing information. Twelve 
sparrows, for instance, he made of clay, and then at 

His word they took flight. He is reported to have 
brought water in his garment from the Nazareth 
fountain. He turned his playmates into kids and 
then, when their parents interceded, turned them 

back to boys again. 

I have at home a book called, “The Unknown 
Life of Christ.” It was written about 1894 by a 
man named Nicholas Notovitch, and presented a 
translation of a manuscript which he said he found 
in a certain monastery in the high mountains of 
'Tibet. The story struck people who were interested 
in India, particularly Professor Max Miller, who 
sent a scholar to find this manuscript. He came 
back and reported that there was no such manu¬ 
script in the specified monastery in Tibet, and so in 
the nineteenth century Professor Miller said that 
this so-called life of Jesus in India was a fabrication, 
and that this man Notovitch was a knave. Singu¬ 
larly enough, I think, about three weeks ago the 
New York Times carried an article reporting the 
observations of a distinguished Russian scholar in 
this very same monastery in Tibet, where he found 
this manuscript purposing to give the life of the Saint 
Issa, traces of which life he found not only in Tibet, 
but in Mongolia and Turkestan, and among the 
Kalmucks. The idea is that when Jesus was around 
twelve years old or a little after, He traveled into 
the Far East among the scholars and priests of the 
ancient Hindu religion and later among the fol¬ 
lowers of Zoroaster, learning wisdom and teaching 
wisdom. Now, of course, I am not saying what we 
ought to think about this, because I don’t know, but 
it struck me with especial force because, knowing as 
I did this life of Jesus from his twelfth to his twen¬ 

ty-ninth year in Notovitch’s translation of this an¬ 
cient manuscript, it seemed interesting that another 
scholar had found the same sort of thing in India 
and in Western China and in Mongolia. 

A number of other efforts to fill this gap have been 
made. A recent novel has been printed called “The 
Hidden Life of Christ,” by Oxenham. A famous 
scholar in England of brilliant historical imagination 
has written a series of chapters which propose to give 
scenes in the early life of Jesus, the private life of 
Jesus, which are very vivid, and which, while they 
are not historical, might have been historical; the 
effort being to restore the general situation and at- 
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mosphere under which Jesus grew to manhood. 
Now, if you have difficulty with the question, why 

should we not know more about our Lord, and why 
do not our biographers give a biography of Him, I 
beg to suggest that the gospels furnish a history of 
the Savior, and not a biography of Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth. They appear to be primarily notes, the ex¬ 
pansion of notes of the Apostolic preaching, and of 
course the Apostolic preaching was concerned pri¬ 
marily with the public life and ministry of our Lord. 

But the point which I wish to emphasize is this: 
In view of the normal human development which is 
ascribed to Jesus by Luke in the passage which I read 
to you, these thirty years of growth and preparation 
acquire the deepest significance. The matchless 
character portrayed by John was the ripened fruitage 
of these years of silence. The teaching at which 
men marvelled germinated in the quiet of His Naza¬ 
reth home. His public ministry, with its words and 
works, is the great superstructure into which man¬ 
kind will all some day come to worship, but its foun¬ 
dations stretch down into the depths of His unre¬ 
corded experience. It was in the quiet of His Naza¬ 
reth home, in these uneventful years, that the great¬ 
est, the divines! agency which has ever come into hu¬ 
man life took shape and gradually grew into the con¬ 

sciousness of its power. 

Now, actual details are beyond recovery, and they 
are, as you understand, not important. The primary 
question about anybody is not what he did, but what 
was he? Not the work of his hands, but the dis¬ 
coveries of his spirit. I may not add a single fact to 
the biography, but there may be some value—I hope 
there may be—in the effort to reproduce the environ¬ 
ment, the atmosphere, in which Jesus grew to man¬ 
hood, with the special purpose of seeking to correct 
widespread misconceptions, and show that Christian¬ 
ity, in the person of its founder, arose in the best 
culture of the time, as it has been the nourishing 

mother of the best culture ever since. 

Think first of the Nazareth household, and re¬ 
member the saying of the famous German scholar, 
who said, “In no ancient people has family life main¬ 
tained itself so powerfully as in ancient Israel.” 
And I suppose that would be true even in compar¬ 
ison with the Japanese, whose family life all but 

seems to rival the family life of ancient Israel. 

Think of the members of the household. How many 

were there ? There were two sisters, at least two. 
I rather incline to think there were three. You 
remember the allusion to them: “And his sisters, 
are they not all here with us?” If you think of 

them as two, a tradition names them as Esther and 
Taham, though Bradley, in the book to which I re¬ 
ferred a while ago, called them Michal and Doris. 
They were married and probably remained in Naza¬ 
reth, an inference which I get from the statement 
of remarkable particularity: “Jesus removed from 
Nazareth to Capernaum, He and His mother and 
His brothers and His disciples,” the sisters not being 
included in the group. 

Now, these brothers. How many did Jesus have? 
He had four, and their names are given us: James, 
Joseph, Simon, and Jude. If you want to know 
about James, read the letter of James in your New 
Testament. Read it at a sitting. I always think 
of Thomas Carlisle when I read the letter of James. 
The letter of James reveals his general attitude of 
mind. He says, “Now, if you think you are re¬ 
ligious, how do you stand this test? If you can’t 
stand this test, your religion is empty—nothing to 
it, futile and vain.” He says, “Show me your faith 
by your works, if you have got any. Your faith 
ought to result in some actual transformation of 
your conduct and your relations to your fellowman.” 
There is another thing about James. He was an 
influential man, personally influential. He was the 
pastor of the First Church of Jerusalem. Now a 
man who occupied such a position as that was, of 

course, a man of personal power and organizing 
ability, as well as of devotion to his Lord and Mas¬ 
ter. Another thing about Janies. I don’t know, but 
the scholars tell me that the language in which the 
letter of James is written is the best Greek in the 
New Testament. That is to say, it approximates 
most closely to the Attic ideal. Simon was succes¬ 
sor to his brother James in the pastorate of this 
First Church in Jerusalem. Jude, I know nothing 
about Jude, except what is revealed in the letter of 
Jude, just a single chapter. I have read that his 
grandsons had a case which they found it necessary 
to appeal to the authorities at Rome, so they took a 
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trip to Rome to settle the question of the inheritance 
of a landed estate in Palestine. But you read the 
letter of Jude. The scholars tell me that the Greek 
of Jude is next to the Greek of James in its approxi¬ 
mation to the excellence of the classic ideal. Jude 
was imaginative, inclined to be poetical. He had, as 
he tells us, a large task concerned with the common 
salvation, but he wrote this letter on the side, so to 
say. You read it and see if there is not in every 
passage, every verse of it, some appeal to the imag¬ 
ination. Now about Joseph I know nothing. James 

you know was stoned about A.D. 62 by order of the 

high priest. 

Now, these brothers of Jesus have sometimes been 
called his cousins. Adelphoi means brothers, and 
the word does not mean cousin. I don’t think the 
view that they were the cousins of Jesus would ever 
have been invented but for the exigency of the 
doctrine of the perpetual virginity of the mother of 
the family. These men were all married. I know 
that from what Paul says about them in I Corin¬ 
thians, ninth chapter, fifth verse. 

What of the father of this family? The father 
of the family was Joseph. Everything that Mat¬ 
thew says of him is to his everlasting honor. He 
was scrupulously devout and yet considerate. Some 
people would have thought that the lovely passage 
in the 14th of John, “In my father’s house,” is a 
reminiscence of his happy experience in the home 
with Joseph. He died between the fourteenth and 
thirtieth year of Jesus. He is not mentioned after 
Jesus’ twelfth year, and Jesus is called by the peo¬ 
ple, “Son of Mary.” 

And now the mother of the family. She was a 
woman of affairs. Read between the lines, as we 
always should read in the Gospels, and you will 
see with what address and authority she moved 
among the servants at the Cana festival. And re¬ 

member this, if you will, the old Jewish proverb, 
“God could not be everywhere, so He made moth¬ 
ers.” Mary, the mother of Jesus, was versed in 
the literature of her people and in moments of en¬ 
thusiasm was capable of a high quality of poetry. 
Have you read her poem called “The Magnificat,” 
from the first word of the Latin translation? She 
was reticent, with a quick ear for all celestial voices. 

Beside these natural qualities, she had some tender 
and awful secrets burning in her heart like beacons 
of the eternal world which held her fast to the high¬ 
est ideals. You may say what you like about Mari- 
olotry, or the worship of the Virgin, but I tell you 
its bare existence in the world is proof of the ap¬ 
peal which Mary as the ideal woman has made to 
all men. We do not bow at her roadside shrines as 
the peasants do in Italy, but from her sweet woman¬ 
liness and spiritual evaluation we cannot withhold 
our reverence. Have you sat in that quiet room at 
the far end of a wing in the Dresden Gallery and 
looked at the Sistine Madonna a half hour at a 
time, while your eyes filled with tears at the marvel 
and the beauty and the mystery of those deep eyes? 
The painter may have idealized this great woman, 
but that picture could not move one to tears if it 
had no historic background. 

Now to this family add the calming and elevat¬ 
ing presence of Jesus, and I think we catch a glimpse 
of the sweetness and strength and light of the ideal 
human home. Jesus was the first born, and after 
the father’s death the care of the family was upon 
Him. Remember the passage in the second of 
John: “He went down to Capernaum, He and His 
mother and his brothers and his disciples,” and re¬ 
member the final commitment of His mother to 
John. Jesus was a carpenter. 

Now, what about the condition of the family. 
Some people appear to think, to exalt, and indeed to 
establish the divinity of our Lord by degrading the 
conditions of His earthly life. I have read a book 
printed about 1856 by a man named Young, called 
“The Christ of History,” in which he undertakes 
to prove the divinity of Jesus by this line of argu¬ 
ment: “A man that lived in these humble and 
degraded conditions could not possibly have been 
what Jesus was.” And so he represents the family 
as from the lower ranks of society, afflicted by pov¬ 
erty through life, and he says, “Jesus was a com¬ 
mon carpenter.” Why does he say common? Other 
people have the same idea. Ruskin, for instance, 
speaks about the simple Jewish girl, Mary, burdened 
with the calamities of poverty and the dishonor of 
inferior station. Where did he get it? And the 
learned Dr. Broaddus speaks of Jesus’ family and 
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Himself as reared in poverty, and says that Jesus 
was Himself a mechanic, as if that justified the first 
statement. 

Let me remind you, on the contrary, that it was 
a royal family, to start with, and naturally enjoyed 
the respectability which would attach to so noble a 
lineage. I don’t know, but it has been suggested 
that Mary undertook that perilous journey to Beth¬ 
lehem with the hope of the world lying close be¬ 
low her heart in order to be sure that she would be 
true to her royal descent by enrolling herself in per¬ 
son in the City of David. We may agree with old 
Jeremy Taylor, who declared that the Holy Family 
was not very splendid by the opulency of a free and 
indulgent fortune, but it does not follow that they 
were paupers. The common impression of the great 
poverty of Jesus’ family rests upon several consid¬ 
erations. In the first place, Jesus is said to have 
been born in a stable. Well, in the name of reason, 
not to say in the name of religion, why don’t you 
read the rest of the verse? “Because there was no 
room for them in the hotel.” Imagine the dismay of 
this tender and considerate man when he walked 
up to the desk to register for a room and was told 
that there was no room, all of them engaged, very 
sorry. Well, now, what happened ? Of course, 
Joseph made his wife as comfortable as possible, 
skilled carpenter as he was, in another place. He 
had the money in his pocket to pay for his lodging 
in the hotel. Another consideration is the sacri¬ 
fice that was offered at the purification. “They 
went up to present him and to offer a sacrifice,” as 
I read you. His parents offered the ordinary sacri¬ 
fice which was offered in the temple on that occa¬ 
sion, and Edersheim, upon whom we rely as the 

best authority on Jewish and Hebrew traditions, 
says that only the ostentatiously rich offered a lamb. 
Again we read, “The foxes have holes ,and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay His head.” Certainly. But remem¬ 
ber the circumstances. Here comes a scribe who 
says, “Master, I notice your little company going 
about. I admire the aim that you appear to have, 
and I am very, very pleased to attach myself to your 
group.” Jesus saw through him, clean through him, 
and He says: “The foxes have holes, and the birds 

of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head.” You never hear of that scribe 
again. That was precisely the word to fit him. 
Why did Jesus not have a home? He had a home 
in Capernaum when He moved from Nazareth to 
Capernaum. He had a home in Nazareth before 
He took up the ministries of His public career, so 
that He was homeless, not because He was not ac¬ 
customed to having a home, not because He was 
not able to have a home, but on account of the exi¬ 
gencies of His ministry. He was a missionary going 
from city to city, and He had just left Galilee in the 
prosecution of that mission of going from city to city 
throughout the country preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom. 

Further, in opposition to the popular impression, 
read such passages as these: “The disciples were 
gone into the city to buy bread.” They were able 
to maintain themselves. Whence we should go and 
buy food for all this people?” Too big a crowd to 
provide a feast for there. They were in the habit 
of buying food. “Some thought because Judas had 
the bag that Jesus said unto him, Buy what things 
we have need of for the feast, or that he should give 
something to the poor.” Jesus and His company 

were not only able to maintain themselves in their 
travels through the country, but they were in the 
habit of making contributions to those who were 
actually poor. And then a passage in Paul is sup¬ 
posed to crown the whole business: “Though he was 
rich, yet he for our sakes became poor.” Well, 
of course, my friends, that would be true even if 
Jesus had been in His earthly life as rich as Henry 
Ford or the proverbially rich man of antiquity, old 
Croesus. Poor by contrast with His eternal riches 
above. 

And then, it is said that He was a mechanic— 
doomed to manual labor, Joseph and Jesus were 
both carpenters. One of the early Christian fath¬ 
ers said that this was a slander invented by the peo¬ 
ple of Nazareth. Now, on the contrary, He is called 
in the Scripture, “the carpenter’s son,” and I notice 
in the Greek, “son of the carpenter,” as if there was 
a certain distinction in the city of Nazareth en¬ 
joyed by Joseph. Besides, we ought to remember, 
we Americans particularly, who have got the an- 
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cient Greek tradition about work,—we ought to 
remember that among the Jews not to labor with the 
hands was discreditable. The rabbis had a saying, 
“He that does not teach the son a trade is the same 
as if he taught him to steal.” Would you think 
it would be degrading to your boy to teach him a 
trade by which he would be independent? If you 

do, you are a descendant of the old Greeks, who said 
it was discreditable to a man to work geometry with 
the aid of figures, because that was manual labor. 
And so you read about all sorts of positions which 
the rabbis held. They discharged two functions. 
They taught the law and they judged in cases of 
differences among the people. They were allowed 
to receive pay for neither one of these functions, 
and so they had to work at a trade in order to main¬ 
tain themselves and their families. You read of 
Rabbi Joshua, the needle maker, Rabbi Saul, the tent 
maker, Rabbi Simon, the well digger, etc. We must 
guard against reading our Western and modern 
standards into the Oriental life of that remote pe¬ 
riod. 

The house in which the family lived was prob¬ 
ably lilje those of the present day, without interior 
or exterior elegance, and yet in the midst of vine 
and fig trees very pleasant. It was probably owned 
by the family. 

I must not say a word about the education of Je¬ 
sus. Remember the words of Josephus: “The culti¬ 
vation of the land, the observation of the law, and 
the education of our children are the chief duties of 
the nation.” May I say to you that in the period of 
the life of Jesus, Palestine was the best educated na¬ 
tion on earth. Rabbi Ben Shetach, who was the 
brother of Queen Alexandria, secured, about 70 B. 
C., the establishment of the first public school system 
in the history of education, and all of you teachers 
ought certainly to remember that. Not only was 
this system of education maintained at the public ex¬ 
pense, but it had the feature which we have only re¬ 
cently been able to secure in North Carolina in our 

public school system, namely, the feature of compul¬ 
sory attendance. But these old people had very much 
the same idea that we had until we got the Nine¬ 
teenth Amendment, that it was only the privilege of 
boys to attend these public schools. The poor boy as 

well as the rich had this privilege. In the time of Je¬ 
sus there were two types of schools, one which we 
should call the elementary school; they called it “the 
house of the book.” They had their regular program 
or schedule of ten hours a day. The schedule was 
shortened two hours a day in summer in considera¬ 
tion of the climate. The curriculum was the law, 
the Bible, and three R’s. The other school was 
what we should call the theological seminary. It 
was the higher school where the men who had been 
through the elementary school got their specific 
equipment for the function of teaching the law. 
That was the kind of school the people had in mind 
when they said, “How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned?” They themselves admitted 
that He was a man of letters. “How does he know 

letters when he has never been to college?” That 
is, he had never been to the theological seminary. 
He has no right to be teaching the law. A great 
many of us have the same notion nowadays—that 
you have got to go through college in order to teach 

—but you don’t. 

The vernacular of Jesus was Aramaic. May 1 
say before passing, that what James, a younger 
brother of Jesus, and what Jude, another younger 
brother of Jesus, knew, Jesus, in all probability, 
knew. The opportunity of training which they had, 
He had also. He would have had extra privileges 
if there were any distinctions at all, because He was 
the first born, and if James wrote Greek, why, of 

course, Jesus could write Greek. We read of his 
talking to Pilate without the suggestion of an in¬ 
terpreter, and the common language of all parts of 
the Roman Empire was the Koine, the common lan¬ 

guage of Greece. Even the public documents of the 
Roman Senate were written and promulgated in this 
same Greek language, and there were Greek cities 
all about the city of Nazareth. I have no question 
in the world that Jesus knew and could write Greek. 
Can you? I mean you educated college people. I 
did see a bit of Greek in script this morning, but 
that gentleman is not here now. Don’t you tell me 
that the family of Jesus was either poor or unedu¬ 
cated. I know Jesus could write because He says in 
one place, “Nothing shall pass from the law, no jot 
or tittle. Everything is going to be fulfilled.” Now 
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you who know Greek understand about the iota 
subscript. It does not appear on the line. Jesus 
says everything will be fulfilled, even to the iota 
subscript, and then He says, “Not one tittle shall 
pass from the law.” You know what a tittle is? 
It is a little projection of the horizontal bar beyond 
the vertical stem of certain Hebrew letters. 

So Jesus knew how to write Hebrew. He knew 
how to write Greek. And then, of course, he had 
the ordinary language of the people, the Aramaic. 

I wish I might say something about His country, 
but I am keeping you too long. It was one of the 
most beautiful of all countries on earth and, in the 
time of Jesus, fertile, every foot of it. Josephus 
tells us that no part of it was allowed to lie idle. 
What are we to think of that statement in oue of the 
gospel hymns you sing, “But Thy couch was the 
sod, O Thou Son of God, in the deserts of Galilee.” 
Why you couldn’t see a desert in Galilee from the 
highest mountain, and so far as the Plain of Gen- 
nessareth, which was the seat of so much of our 

Lord’s labors, was concerned, it was represented as 
a veritable garden, and the fruits of that region were 
forbidden to be sold at'the feasts in Jerusalem, for 
fear that people would come up to eat these fruits 
instead of to attend the feasts. May I say this fur¬ 
ther thing about it ? It was not isolated and obscure, 
as most of the writers on- the subject say, for the 
heart of it was not more than twenty miles from 
Phenicia, and Phenicia was the first of the commer¬ 
cial maritime or colonizing nations of antiquity. 
Why, Galilee was called, “Galilee of the Gentiles,” 
and if Greek and Roman culture and civilization 

meant anything, they had it in Galilee, and not in 

the heart of the more isolated country of Judea. If 

you want to have an explanation of the provincial 

prejudice against Galilee entertained down in Ju¬ 

dea, recall the English prejudice against Scotland 

before the union of 1707. The statements to the 

discredit of Galilee are invariably traceable to this 

provincial prejudice, as for example, “Why, Peter, 

you surely are a Galilean, for your speech tells on 

you.” Well, what was the peculiarity of Peter’s 

speech? He couldn’t say some of the consonants. 

I can recognize the country of some students that 

come to college by the way they talk—just a local 
peculiarity. 

The beauty of this country impresses every trav¬ 
eler today. Its inhabitants were versatile and vig¬ 
orous, and if Jesus had gone over the whole world 
of His period to pick the men who would carry for¬ 
ward what He had inaugurated, upon whose shoul¬ 
ders He might put this original, grave responsibility 
of interpreting Him to all succeeding generations, 
He could not have found a better soil for the se¬ 
lection than the soil of Galilee. 

Now, just a word about His city of Nazareth. It 
is always called polls in the Gospels, never village, 
and yet nearly all writers speak of it as an obscure 
village, representing it as the most despised spot of 
the most despised region. Just where the hills and 
mountains of upper Galilee drop suddenly to the 
plain there is a natural Amphitheatre, with its back 
high up against the northern slope, and its bottom 
tiers merging with the arena in the valley below. 
On the northwestern tiers of this natural amphi¬ 
theatre sat the city of Nazareth, watching the hu¬ 
man drama in the plain below. It was built of the 
white limestone of its own hills, and so was known 
as “the white city of the hills.” Just above it there 
was a height that was eighteen hundred feet above 
sea level, from which you could get the most mag¬ 
nificent view of the sea, in the west, Herrnon in the 
north, and Bashan plateau in the east, and the hills 
of Judea in the south. I can’t go into the consid¬ 
erations on which the erroneous impressions about 
Nazareth rest. It must suffice to quote, on con¬ 
trary, what the Martyr Antonius said: “It is like 
paradise, the region of Nazareth.” And Renan de¬ 
clared that no spot on earth was ever so made for 
dreams of absolute good. 

Now, my friends, in such a garden of the Lord, 
the child Jesus grew. The bright and happy child¬ 
hood glided into the generous and meditative youth, 
and youth, unmarred by sickness or excess, glided 
into the strong, sinless manhood. Here I think we 
have the explanation of His unprecedented sympa¬ 
thy with external nature and His warm responses 
to all her varying moods, which constitute one of 
the chief charms of his discourses. Who does not 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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Southern College Opens Auspiciously 
On September 2ist, the Southern College of the 

Young Men’s Christian Associations began its eighth 
year as a graduate school for training for the various 
branches of Association work. 

This year the school begins a new epoch, as will 
be seen by the accompanying picture. Not only does 
it mark the beginning of its $500,000 building pro¬ 
gram, but it also begins with a larger student body 
and with two new additions to its teaching staff. 

Mr. A. H. Lichty, a native of Nebraska, comes 
as the professor of Association History and City 
Administration and Director of Extension Work. 
He is a graduate of Ashland College, Ohio, and has 
had several years of graduate work in Oberlin Col¬ 
lege and in the University of Colorado. 

His service record shows that he has been for 
seven years a teacher in Nebraska; four years busi¬ 

Mr. A. H. Lichty 

ness manager of the Brethren Publication Board of 
Ohio; six years the Ohio State Student Secretary of 
the Y. M. C. A.; seven years the Ohio State Ex¬ 
ecutive Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., and during 
the World War served as the Executive Secretary 
for the National War Work Council for the Cen¬ 
tral Military Department, comprising the fourteen 
states lying between Pennsylvania and Utah; for 
one year the personal representative of Mr. John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., working in the field of Industrial 
Relations. From September, 1920, to April, 1926, 
he was the Vice-President in charge of Industrial 
Relations for the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company. 

Mr. C. B. Loomis comes to the college as the 
professor of Boys’ Work Methods and as Director 
of Project Experience. From 1907 to 1911, a stu- 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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Faith and Its Growth' '!' 
By Bishop Theodore Bratton 

. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.”—I John v:?. 

IOR several months past, the persistent sub¬ 
ject of my meditation has been, “How did 
our first Christian fathers arrive at their 

invincible faith in the Godhead of the Rabbi, who 
was their human teacher?” “What were the steps 
with which this miracle of change was wrought 
which transformed these timid workmen, fishermen 
and tax gatherers and the like, into the bold conse¬ 
crated apostles of Jesus Christ as Lord and giver of 
life,—by which they became utterly convinced that 
Jesus is the only life and the only light of the 

world ?” 

Bishop Theodore Bratton 

I was thus trying, as you see, to get behind my 
own traditional faith which I had inherited, back to 
the steps which led the Apostles to that faith—back 
behind my own traditions to the causes which made 
that faith inevitable and persistent and ineradicable. 
For many of us, no doubt for all of us, we first be¬ 
lieve and practice,—just how we get it we don’t 

�Stenographic report of an address delivered at the Mis¬ 
sionary Education Conference, Blue Ridge, N. C., 1926. 

know, this belief and practice. We are not at all 

us; and then if they are questioned, we go back to 

aware of the steps by which these things came to 
the holy writings, in order not so much to correct as 
to prove that what we believe and what we practice 

are tight. Now, mark you, I am not condemning 
that wholly, for that is the way by which we all 
learn. We learn through the teaching of others. 
It is a great responsibility to us that you and I have 
come to that generation which has become teachers 
of those who are to follow us. So by no means am 
I condemning that—far from it—and yet I wanted 
to get back myself behind what had been my own 
traditions, back to the causes which led the Apos¬ 
tles themselves to proclaim an inevitable faith, and 
to die for it. 

While I was doing this, there came into my 
hands three books written by laymen—sketches of 
the life of our Lord and Savior. It is a significant 

thing, let me say in parenthesis, in our day, that 
books should be written on the life of our blessed 
Lord by laymen. I know of no other generation 
in which this was done, unless indeed it was by 
Saint Luke, who being an evangelist, probably be¬ 
gun the writing of his gospel before ever he was or¬ 
dained to the ministry. But I know of no other in¬ 
stance in which laymen have written lives of our 
Lord, or serious, earnest profound studies in the life 
of the blessed Christ. Statesmen we have had, not¬ 
able ones, who have turned aside from the absorb¬ 
ing duties of their statesman’s life in order to teach 
us and others another and another lesson concerning 
Christian morality and Christian ethics; men like 
Mr. Balfour, who scarcely had the war ended, amid 
all the absorbing business of his office, turned aside 
from it in order that he might give to us what I 
can’t but believe is an immortal book. So it was 
with Mr. Gladstone; but how rare it is that we have 
had laymen who have undertaken to write for us 
lives of our Lord and Savior, or rather studies in 
His life, for these books are not lives, but studies. 
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Now the first of these is called “The Genius of 
Christ,” written by the Dean of Colgate University. 
The word “Genius,” as he uses it, means more than 
in ordinary use is signified. It means not merely 
pre-eminent ability, but it also means the Spirit of 
the Lord’s life, the Spirit of His contacts with hu¬ 
man life and with truth. And then another of these 
books,—the author I have forgotten, but he is the 
editor of the very large daily newspaper in Indian¬ 
apolis,—is called “The Mind of Christ,” in which 
he undertakes to give us some studies in the man¬ 
ner in which Jesus thought about God and about 
truth and about human life. And the third of 
these was written by a magazine writer known to 
all of us, Bruce Barton, called “The Man Whom 
Nobody Knows.” I have from time to time heard 
criticisms of these books with which I have pre¬ 
cious little sympathy. These men are not under¬ 
taking to give us complete lives of the blessed Lord, 
nor are they theologians who are endeavoring to give 
us the philosophy of His teaching, but they are, in 
their own laymen’s fashion, endeavoring to give us 
studies of the man Jesus, which are very helpful and 
very suggestive. Bruce Barton, for instance, seems 
to think that he has discovered the man Jesus. Well, 
as a matter of fact, it was a discovery to him per¬ 
haps, but not to the world, for we had already had 
discoveries beginning with the Apostles themselves, 
who certainly were acquainted with the man Jesus, 
long before they knew Him as God. And in our 
more modern days we have had those who have dis¬ 
covered the man Jesus, and who have, so to call it, 
unfolded Him from the traditions of His divinity, 
which had, at one time at least, seemed almost to 
have obscured the humanity of our Lord and Mas¬ 
ter. Men, for instance, like Thomas Hughes, and 
in a more recent time, like Fosdick, in that very 
beautiful little series of studies on the “Manliness of 
Christ,” which you will have lost something if you 
do not know. But Bruce Barton thinks that he has 
discovered the man Jesus, and it is interesting to see 
how the man Jesus unfolds Himself to a magazine 
writer, to a lay mind. It is interesting to see how all 
of these laymen becoming acquainted with the man 
Jesus come to reverence something far more than 
manhood in Him. I don’t know what their faith 

is,—I have not the faintest idea, but I am perfect¬ 
ly sure that they experienced a life that was more 
than man as they wrote these studies of our Lord. 
And it is thus that you and I are going to arrive too 
at that complete and invincible faith in the God¬ 
head of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It was 
thus that the Apostles arrived at it,—by the ex¬ 
perience of the Alan’s life and the Man’s teaching 
and the Man’s power,—the power that was used by 
Jesus the Man. I mean this: that Jesus Christ, the 
M an, received the same power from the same source 
that you and I get power in this world for doing all 
of God’s work and for gaining illumination of the 
blessed, sublime, divine truth which He has re¬ 
vealed to us. 

This morning I want to think with you out loud 
while we trace the growth of the faith of the Apos¬ 
tles from the time when this astonishing Man 
emerged from his seclusion and began to be the 
teacher from on high, conscious of God’s call to Him 
as a man. For I can’t but think that even a cursory 
reading of the Holy Scriptures reveals to us the fact 
that Jesus’ life broke gradually upon the Apostles’ 
consciousness, that they gradually awoke to the 
majesty of the man, and through that to the divin¬ 
ity of the only begotten Son of God. It was a grad¬ 
ual process not completed until the Spirit of the 
living God came to reveal the mysteries which Jesus 
had disclosed to their experience. Now our blessed 
Lord, it seems clear from the early chapters of ev¬ 
ery one of the Gospels,—save Saint John, of course, 
but the other three Gospels,—our blessed Lord came 
into His ministry from a consciousness of the call of 
God to Him. No one can ever forget that scene in 
the city of His rearing, though not of His birth, 
Galilee, when He was called upon, as was the cus¬ 
tom of His fathers, to read the lesson, to lead the 
service of the day; and how the lesson for the day 
was that which proclaimed Him and His mission 
in the world. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,” 
he read from Isaiah, “for he hath anointed me to 
teach the glad tidings to the poor,” and so on,—and 
then closing the book how He announced for the 
first time the purpose of His life. “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in me. I am anointed to preach 
the glad tidings to the poor.” And then going forth 
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into the desert for His prepartion, His first appear¬ 

ance was,—that is the first that is disclosed to us in 

the gospels,—was the occasion of John’s baptism of 

H im. At once there was something in the Man 

that attracted at least the more thoughtful of Saint 

John’s disciples to Him. At once they wanted to 

know more of Him, and from that moment Jesus 
began to call those who should represent Him in the 
world. Bruce Barton was right. Jesus was Man, a 
perfect Man. Somehow it makes me positively sick 
to see some of the stained glass windows in our 
churches with the aenemic Hebrew representing the 
blessed Christ, the figure an almost undeveloped 
frame,—and in the great desire of the artist to ex¬ 

press a spiritual face, portraying a weakness of coun¬ 
tenance that is positively sickening to see. For I can 
think of Jesus only as a perfect man. Fie was a 
carpenter where muscle was at a premium, a man 
with steel sinews, perfect in His physical frame, and 
beautiful in his face, completely formed,—a lamb, 
to use his own figure, without spot and without 
blemish,—and crowned with an intellect which God 
had given him for a task and endowed with the 
Spirit from on high to enlighten it. Think of Him 
then as the perfect Man, perfect in His majesty 
of human beauty, and beautiful in the perfection of 
H is intellectual soul. Is it any wonder when He 
called the two who were fishermen that at once 
they threw their nets down and answered His call 

and followed Him? Was it any wonder that this 
should have happened ? That the very majesty of 
His presence, the very purpose written in His life, 
and appearing in His countenance should have in¬ 
spired each to whom He gave the call with an in¬ 
stant will to obey? And then very early in His min¬ 
istry came the opportunity to manifest His com¬ 
munion with the Father, and the source of His di¬ 

vine power. You will recall the marriage in Cana 
of Galilee when Jesus and His disciples were there; 
and His mother finding the married couple about to 
be embarrassed, with quick mother wit and intuition 
appealed to Him, sure in her appeal that it would 
not be made in vain,—for she had kept in her heart 
memories of her experience with her astonishing 
Son. You will recall, as the result of it all, how His 
disciples believed on Him,—not on His divinity— 

they are not thinking of that yet, but believed on one 

who was sent from God, who was God’s distinctive 

messenger,—believed in this amazing man who was 

in such close and intimate association with the Al¬ 

mighty God. I put myself among those earlier dis¬ 
ciples as I have been doing for these months past, 
and am trying to think what impressions would have 
been made upon my own soul. I ask you to do the 
same this morning, to mingle with those early dis¬ 
ciples. Here is a man, a man whom no one of 
these disciples, save one perhaps, at the most two, 
had ever seen before He gave the call; a man garbed 
as we are in the same flesh and blood. Remember 
that, and then try to put yourself in those succeed¬ 
ing years in the midst of that most astonishing little 
school that ever was instituted in this world, in 
which Jesus was the teacher and twelve men were 
His special pupils. So intimate was their associa¬ 
tion that at times they themselves recognized the 
difference between our blessed Lord’s public utter¬ 
ances and those special teachings which He was pour¬ 
ing into the heart and soul of them. “Lord, why 

dost thou reveal these things to us and not unto 
others?” And for three wonderful years they wit¬ 
nessed their Master in His teachings, in His blessed 
ministry, in moment of danger in His life,—for 
many times, as the gospels tell us, He came directly 
in contact with the prejudices of hating hearts, and 
just as often the majesty of His own personality 
stayed the arms which would have stoned Him. 

Think of yourself as for three years in ever pres¬ 
ent close contact with this astonishing Man. Think 
of yourself as witnessing the marvelous messages of 
His lips, for He spake as never yet man spake, of 
those astonishing miracles of healing,—healing of 
souls and healing of bodies. Think of Him in all 
of these attitudes and of yourself as with His apos¬ 
tles growing in complete confidence in Him. My! 
How their souls must have expanded under their 
contact with Him, both spiritual and physical. How 
their souls must have expanded and their faith be¬ 
come enlarged.. And yet, it is not divinity that they 
are thinking of. It can’t be so. Read our blessed 
Lord's declarations to them, and then read the com¬ 
ments of the Apostles themselves. How this was 
withheld from their eyes. They didn’t understand. 
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Take for example His announcement of their ap¬ 

proach to Jerusalem. “We go to Jerusalem, and 

behold all things that have been prophesied con¬ 

cerning the Son of Man shall be accom¬ 

plished ; for he shall be delivered to the gentiles 
and shall be mocked and despitefully used; and he 
shall be put to death, and the third day he shall rise 
again,” and immediately the comment, “And this 
saying understood they not, for it was withheld from 
their eyes.” And then the end came, apparently 
the end. I have often wondered to myself what my 
feelings would have been in that garden when the 
soldiers came to arrest the blessed Christ. I can’t 
but think that I would have been exactly and done 
exactly what the Apostles were and did. They were 
confounded and affrighted. Their Hero arrested! 
We would have felt just as they did. One little 

glimmer of hope came just then, as when the sol¬ 
diers coming to arrest Him fell back, awed by the 
majesty of His presence. Jesus Himself had to en¬ 
courage them to do their duty. “Ye seek Jesus; I 
am he. Do your duty.” And then the trial at 
which but two, following afar, dared to show their 
faces; and the condemnation—the crucifixion. All 

lost. There is not any more tragic picture in the 
gospels than the experience of those Apostles sur¬ 
rounding the crucifixion of our blessed Lord and 
those three tragic days following. Everything lost— 
hope gone. The two pn the Emmaus Road, as they 
sought the sympathy of the stranger, reveals the feel¬ 
ing of all. “We had thought that it would have 
been He which should have redeemed Israel, but 
now our chief rulers have captured Him and have 
slain Him, and our hopes are gone.” They thought 
of Him as the man. There is not any realization 
whatever yet of the Godhead of Jesus,—nothing is 
clearer than that in this blessed Book. And then 
there came those three days when, for fear of the 
Jews, they are hidden in their accustomed hiding 
place in the upper chamber,—-wondering! Just stop 

for one moment and think of the processes of the 
minds of those blessed disappointed apostles as they 
hid themselves away in utter despair and hopeless¬ 
ness,—for they had not understood our Lord’s words 
of His resurrection. It was hidden from them and 
they understood it not. Just think of the despair! 

And then there came that glorious resurrection 

morning when first, early in the morning, He ap¬ 

peared to the women; later to two of them, later to 

Saint Peter, and still later in the afternoon to the 

two on the Emmaus Road. They thought as yet 

that they had seen a vision,—that too is perfectly 
clear from the description of that first Easter night 
when the aspostles are gathered in the upper cham¬ 
ber again for fear of the Jews and discussing the 
events of the day. My! What would we have 
thought had we been there in that little assembly 
hearing the reports of one and another as coming to 

the closed door they gently knocked for secret ad¬ 
mission. The women were there to tell of having 
seen Him early, and Saint Peter,—none of them 
yet sure that they had not seen a vision. And 
while they are thus speaking in hushed, awed tones, 
the two .on the Emmaus Road came in haste and 
report how they had seen the stranger and were 
perfectly sure that it was the blessed Christ, because 
He had been beholden to them in the breaking of 
bread. There they are, and there we are with them 
in spirit, eagerly discussing the events of the day, 
when with the doors closed Jesus appeared in the 
midst of them. “Have ye any meat?” Behold, a 

spirit hath not flesh and blood such as ye see me 
have.” Don’t you see our Lord’s answer to the in¬ 
quiry of their minds? Have we indeed seen a 
spirit? Our blessed Lord answered the yearning 
of their souls. They were convinced, those who 

were there—except Thomas, who was absent. They 
were convinced—they knew they saw their blessed 
Lord and Master. And then there came the events 
of those forty days. Just think of it-—men holding 
converse with the blessed Christ for forty days after 

His resurrection from the dead,—holding converse 
with the beloved teacher who had taught them for 
three full years, with whom they were utterly inti¬ 
mate. And during that time He appeared some¬ 
times on the green hills of Palestine, sometimes at 
the seashore, sometimes in giving them intimate in¬ 

structions concerning the Kingdom of Heaven. How 
utterly convinced they must have been. Take 
Thomas for example when, just one week later, for 
it was on the octave of Easter night that they were 
again gathered in the upper chamber, that Jesus once 
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more appeared through the closed doors. “Peace be 
unto you. Reach hither thy hand Thomas and 
thrust thy fingers into these wounds and thy hand 
into my side.” Brethren, there is not the faintest 
doubt in this world that if you and I had been with 
the apostles with that experience,—that if we had 
timate instructions; if we, after His resurrection, 
had their experience during those forty days of in- 
had eaten with Him and talked with Him and 
walked with Him and held intimate conversation 
with the same blessed One who for three years we 
had intimately known,—there is not the faintest 
doubt that we should have had exactly the same ex¬ 
perience that they did. “He is my Lord and my 
God.” They were completely convinced, intellec¬ 
tually convinced of the blessed Savior and Master 
Jesus Christ as God and life given. And then He 
ascended and our blessed Lord interpreted that too: 
“Sorrow hath filled your heart.” For our Lord 
knew that in spite of intellectual convictions there is 
spiritual doubt concerning Him. “Sorrow hath 
filled your heart.” It can’t but be that they had 
not yet spiritually realized in their spiritual expe¬ 
rience the Godhead of their blessed Teacher. “Tarry 
ye in Jerusalem and ye shall be endowed from on 
high,” and when the day of Pentecost came and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon them, no longer doubt¬ 
ing and timid, no longer hopeless, no longer afraid, 
but going forth in the spirit of the living God in 
complete trust in the Godhead of their blessed Lord. 
It was not until then that they could really de¬ 
clare Jesus to be God. It was not until then. It 
was not until then that they could realize and pro¬ 
claim that “He was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by the resurrection from the dead.” 

And now a question arises which I am going to 

ask myself and you at this point, because it will ex¬ 
plain what I yet have to say. How is it that if the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is so completely proved 
by every possible method of proof that human na¬ 
ture knows anything about, and why is it, that 
in that day and in our day exceedingly intelligent 
people decline to accept the fact of the resurrection 
of our Lord and His consequent divinity? Now 
that is a very practical question, and it is an ex¬ 
ceedingly important one to our practical religion. 
Now there is a vast difference between the truths of 

history and of nature and the truths of religion. I 

make bold to say that if any ordinary truth of his¬ 

tory could be attested in the same complete manner 

that the resurrection of our blessed Lord is at¬ 

tested, you and I would have no difficulty about it. 

We have no difficulty whatever in believing that a 

man named Augustus Csesar lived and flourished in 

the very moment of our blessed Lord’s birth. We 

accept that without any question whatever. So, too, 

with the facts of nature,—but when you come to a 

fact of religion it lays upon your whole being the 

necessity of a contribution. It lays upon your con¬ 

science the necessity of believing it; it lays that neces¬ 

sity upon all your moral being. It is perfectly 

amazing how our intellects, particularly our wills, 

hesitate in presence of responsibility, how very slow 

we are to accept facts that are going to require sac¬ 

rifice of us or require us to change our method of 

life. You can test that for yourself. Every day of 
our lives we are declining to accept facts which do 
lay contributions on us and require sacrifices on our 
part. It is the easiest thing in life to decline to ac¬ 
cept facts when thereby contributions are laid upon 
us. Nobody has ever yet discovered all that the will 
is and just what the will is in our intellectual na¬ 
tures. It seems to be the executive that stands be¬ 
hind our intelligences in order to execute that which 
intelligence has discovered to be true. And yet very 
frequently the will usurps the province of the intel¬ 
lect, sees a truth approaching which it realizes is 
going to lay immense contribution on us if we ac¬ 

cept it, and it says to the intellect, “No, we can’t 
accept that, for if we do, it is going to change life for 
us. It is going to require us to sacrifice ourselves or 
our time. It is going to empty our pockets or re¬ 
quire something else that lays a distinct contribution 
on us, and we must not accept it.” How often that 
happens in human life. And that is precisely what 
happened concerning the facts of our blessed Lord’s 
resurrection. Many of the Jews believed—yes, but 
few of their rulers believed,-—only one or two in the 
beginning. As a class they rejected it. They looked 
on the resurrection of our blessed Lord and they 
said, “If this is true, then Jesus Christ is the Messiah 
of Israel. If Jesus is the Messiah, then we have got 
to admit ourselves to have been utterly wrong and 
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utterly sinful. We will have to change our. entire 
attitude toward Him. If Jesus rose from the dead 
and is the Messiah of Israel, then that means a com¬ 
plete change in the theocracy of Israel. We know 
that because of His sermons and His addresses. The 
Sermon on the Mount alone is enough to prove to 
us that the religion of Israel would have completely 
to be revolutionized.” And they said, “No, we 
mustn’t accept it. There must be some other way 
out. We must find some means by which we can 
escape the acceptance of the resurrection. His dis¬ 
ciples may have stolen His body. We must find 
some reasonable way in order to set aside this fact.” 

Now, beloved, don’t you dare to blame the Jews too 
severely until you yourself cease doing exactly the 
same things, for you and I are constantly in our re¬ 
ligious experience declining to accept what Jesus has 
told us to do and to believe lest contributions shall be 
laid upon us heavier than we are willing to bear. 

We can’t dare in our human judgment to blame the 
Jews too much until we shall cure ourselves of our 
faults. Isn’t that exactly what is meant when Jesus 
looked into the faces of His followers and said, 
“Take the beam out of your eye before ever you try 
to pull the mote out of your brother’s eye” ? And 
that is just what the Jews did—that is what every¬ 
body is doing in more or less degree. That is pre- 
icsely what many an intellectual man is doing today. 

The man of today, for example, who says that mira¬ 
cles are impossible has already laid upon himself the 
necessity of denying the fact of his Lord’s resur¬ 
rection. If you begin with the lesser fact that no 
miracle can happen, then you have settled the ques¬ 
tion, of course. But when you and I place ourselves, 
in spirit, in the company of the apostles and with 

them live over again their experience of close con¬ 
tact with Jesus our Lord, from the time that that 
astonishing man appeared to them and called them, 
through His miracles of spiritual power, through the 
marvelous courage of the man, who in the most 
simple dignity made even rough soldiers and angry 
mobs fall affrighted before Him,—through His cru¬ 
cifixion, His resurrection, through the experiences 
with Him during those forty days, I tell you we 
can’t so quickly and easily settle the question by say¬ 
ing to ourselves that miracles do not happen. One 

happened—Jesus rose, and the apostles were taught 
its spiritual significance completely by the Spirit of 
the living God; for this is the special work of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that comes to con¬ 
vert all of the man, intellect, will,—and it is by 
nothing on the face of God’s earth but the power of 
the Spirit of God that you and I can have our wills 

so braced that they will decline utterly to set aside 
truth because it does not suit us to accept it. That 
is exactly what the Holy Spirit of God did with the 

apostles—it settled the question once and for all— 
Jesus is risen; He is a teacher not merely of the 
geography of this material world, but of that mys¬ 
terious spiritual geography of the world which lies 
beyond the grave,—for He went beyond, came back 
and can tell us. It settles the fact of the life of 
Jesus Christ as the life of mankind for He alone is 
Lord and Master of life and of death. He could 
give His life; He could take it again. It settles the 
question of redemption in Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
for He alone who could give it is Master of it; He 
alone can cleanse it and redeem it and give it an 
eternal quality. And then as now, now as then, no 
man can say that Jesus is God but by the Spirit of 
the living God. 

Now I am going to ask each one of you to look 
into your own life and see what the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from death means to you. I don’t know 
any better way to get at it than by thinking of what 
it would mean if it didn’t happen. What would 
happen in our habitual lives, in our attitude toward 
life, in our relations with life, life here, life beyond, 
life in relation to the Lord God, and to the com¬ 
pany around His blessed throne ? What would 
happen to all of that if Jesus never rose? In the 
first place, Jesus would still be the man, the rabbi, 
who taught His disciples. It would be quite impos¬ 
sible to give to a dead Christ whose ashes are ming¬ 
ling with the dust of Palestine the title of God. In 
the second place, it would utterly and completely 

destroy Him as our Teacher. He might indeed 
teach us as a rabbi does of the things concerning our 
mortal life here, but how could He teach us of the 
things of the life to come? What would become of 
our relations with God and with our fellowmen? 
How can a dead Christ unite us in Himself and be- 
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come the relationship, the at-onement of human life 
with God and other human lives? And what be¬ 
comes of our habitual thought of the life beyond? 

Now, will you think of that? Of what it means, 
and then put yourself once more in the company of 
the blessed apostles as they gradually climbed up to 
this truth of the Godhead of their blessed and be¬ 
loved Teacher? It was only through the Spirit of 
the living God that this Epistle of Saint John could 
have been written,—that is supposed by many schol¬ 
ars to be the introduction to his gospel so soon to ap¬ 

pear. It was only the Spirit of the living God that 
could produce that gospel of Saint John some twen¬ 
ty-five or thirty years after the other gospels had 
been written and beginning, with complete assur¬ 

ance, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

And so, beloved,—I address myself particularly to 
the younger ones,—read the records of the Lord’s 
life. Put yourself, as you read them, in spirit into 
the company of the apostles,-—put yourself as the 
apostles were able to do after Pentecost under the 
tuition of the Spirit of the living God and you your¬ 
self will have Saint Paul’s, Saint John’s, Saint Mat¬ 
thew’s, and Saint Luke’s experience, and Saint 
Mark’s and that of all the rest of them. You will 
have their experience. The Man is the God; the 
Teacher is the Life. 

THE THIRTY SILENT YEARS 
(Continued from Page 7) 

know that Jesus loved those oak forests, those lily- 
clothed fields? And if there is one spot on our 
earth which the pressure of His foot has made for¬ 

ever sacred, it is that height above the city where 
by the hour, over the ridge, on “Carmel where the 
lilies lived, He must have watched the ships on the 
radiant sea to the west, or old Herrnon gather up 
his cloud mantle about bis shoulders in the north; 
Roman legions and the retinue of princes flashing 
along the road from Acre to Uecapolis, or the slow- 
winding caravan laden with the treasures of the East 
going down to sea. And at night I think He must 
have loved to linger there while the moon softened 
the hard lines of the Bashan plateau to the eastward 
and with an alchemy which He best understood 
turned into silver the mists that slept among the hills 
of Galilee, while the song of the nightingale floated 
up to His listening heart from the thickets below. 

Who wonders that Jesus sought the mountains for 
solace and refreshment? And the last bit of earth 
on which He stood when He was parted from them 
and received up into heaven was the top of Olivet. 

SOUTHERN COLLEGE OPENS 
AUSPICIOUSLY 

(Continued from Page 10) 

dent at Oberlin College; from 191 1 to 1915, Boys’ 

Work Secretary at Norfolk, Va.; from 1915 to 

1918, a student at Yale University, from which in¬ 

stitution he received his B.D. degree; head of the 

Boys’ Work Department of the New Haven Young 

M en’s Christian Association from 1918 to 1920; 

National Council Boys’ Work Secretary for the 

Southeastern Division of the Young Men’s Chris¬ 

tian Associations, with headquarters in Atlanta from 
1920 to 1926. 

Biltmore Farms 
Biltmore, North Carolina 

BILTMORE, Stands for the Best 
Certified Milk, Special Raw Milk, 
Pasteurized Milk, Cultured Butter¬ 
milk, Cottage Cheese, Chocolate Milk, 
Creol Cream Cheese, Skim Milk, 
Cream, Butter, Ice Cream. 
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�o Great masses of beautiful blossoms line the roadway, like a blanket of snow the mountain sides are ^ 
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GYMNASIUM CONSTRUC HON. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans 
for Fourteen Gymnasiums. Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and 
Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building Committees. Write for It. 
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