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Tke Mind of Jesus'1' 
By Bishop Theodore Bratton 

HERE are two concerns of infinite mo¬ 

ment which we should face amid all the 
confusions and perplexities which are in¬ 

cident to the many controversies in our day, and the 

first of these is the fact that our generation has 
fairly entered upon a new era in the history of 

human life; and the second is that God is seeking 
and tutoring, and preparing men and women to 

meet the needs of the new day. I feel it down 
in the very bottom of my soul that this is true. 
I think I have felt it in the atmosphere of Blue 
Ridge during this Conference. Certainly I feel it 

in the atmosphere which those create who feel su¬ 
premely responsible for the concerns of this world, 
whenever we are together. Now this might be 

said of every great era of the world’s history. 
These have come in about every five centuries fol¬ 

lowing that greatest of all eras which began with 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, when God was 

shaking the earth to the very bottom. And now 
at last it has come to ours, and I believe that 
we have entered upon a new era in which the liv¬ 
ing God is seeking, and preparing, educating and 
tutoring, and inspiring those who shall stand 
for Him, and who shall be the apostles, and the 

*Title supplied by Editor. 
Stenographic Report of an Address delivered dur¬ 

ing the Missionary Education Conference, Blue 
Ridge, N. C., 1925. 

prophets of this new day into which we have cer¬ 

tainly entered. 
Now, I would not dare to choose so tremendous 

a subject and so vital a one with the effort to cover 

Bishop Theodore Bratton 

it in just a short sermon time, unless I were per¬ 
fectly aware that this entire conference has been 
preparing for it, and that the sermon has already 
been preached in a sense, and that my duty is to 
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gather up into those maxims which shall actuate 
it, that which you have already been considering, 
rather than to make an excursion into the whole 

field. 

My text is the entire lesson which I read you, 
but I Avant to fix your mind on this verse, “Have 
this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
That startles us. It cannot but startle us that 
Saint Paul should say to us that we should have in 
ourselves the mind of Jesus Christ, Our Lord, and 
that that mind should fix and control and direct 
our characters. The mind of Jesus. To have a 
mind is to fix a character, to change a mind is to 
change its direction. The mind of Jesus Christ is 
that which fixes the trend of his own character and 
directs and controls its every activity. From among 
the many characteristics of the mind of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord, I am going to choose just two 
all inclusive ones to illustrate our theme this morn¬ 

ing. The first of these is INFINITE COMPAS¬ 
SION, and the second is INFINITE HUMIL¬ 
ITY. 

First, Infinite Compassion. It implies knowl¬ 
edge, a perfect knowledge of man and the con¬ 
ditions of life. Let me say here, that it is utterly 
impossible for me to think of the great, God except 
in the terms of a blessed and divine heavenly con¬ 
ference, seeking to carry out a divine plan for 
human life. Compassion, too, implies perfect love 
—a love not only that sympathizes but that suf¬ 
fers—and suffers to the death. Not only does 
compassion imply love, but generosity, a surpassing 
generosity that is always gentle and tender with 
human faults, that is always stretching out its 
arms in infinite patience to mankind. 

Let us turn to a picture of this world upon 
which the great God looked down when He was 
to outpour Himself and come into human form. 
And for this purpose let us take the first chapter 
of Saint Paul’s Epistles to the Romans, Avhose 
verses. I am going to use freely in order that I 
may give you a picture of the world as Saint Paul 
looked upon it. “For the invisible things of Him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse. Because that, when they knew 

God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations 

and their foolish heart was darkened. 

“Wherefore God also gave them up to unclean¬ 
ness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dis¬ 
honour their own bodies between themselves. 

“Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. 

“Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornica¬ 
tion, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full 

of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whis¬ 
perers. 

“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of death not 
only do the same, but have pleasures in them that 
do them.” 

Tell me, where is there anything in the wide 
world but an infinite love and enduring compas¬ 
sion that could have looked down upon such a cess¬ 
pool of iniquity and then to have deliberately come 
to be one with it. 

When you and I turn from the Scripture story 
to the Latin and Greek authors, we find that this 
same picture is drawn with this addition, that the 
evil is done as though it were good, that darkness 
was jrut for light, and error for truth as though 
it were perfectly proper and right for human be¬ 
ings to do it. And when Ave turn to ourselves, 
are there no sins and miseries to be redeemed in our 
life? The morning paper is a record of the history 

of crime and infidelity, and Avhat the neAvspapers 
omit our experiences fill up. We do not need the 
Bible to tell us about sin and misery, and hoAV 
this Avorld is absolutely hopeless Avithout the life 
of the Lord God. We do not need amFody to tell 
us about the misery of human life, about broken 
family relations, shattered and sundered by the rap¬ 
idly increasing divorces, with little children or¬ 
phaned AArith living parents. We do not need any¬ 
body to tell us about the indignity to pure loAre, 
and the besmirching of human relations. We do 
not need it because Ave have too much experience 
of it. We do not need men to tell us Avhat it is to 
have entertained high hopes and to have had those 
high hopes dashed into nothing by our own sin and 
the sin of our felloAvs. We do not need anybody 
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to tell us about confidences founded, as we be¬ 
lieved, on a rock, and then to have that rock shat¬ 
tered from beneath us. Let us take one example: 
Do you remember how we used to talk with one 

another before this war came to us, about the con¬ 
ditions, the higher conditions of human society to¬ 
day, and how war would be absolutely impossible 
because we had grown in Christian faith and fel¬ 

lowship, because the nations of this world were 
intertwined in mutual interest—commercial in¬ 
terest, social interest, even to the mixing of blood 
by marriage of one nation to another? We said 

to ourselves that at last we had reached the time 
when war is no longer possible. Then in a mo¬ 
ment, out of what seemed to many of us a clear 
sky, there came, as by a stroke of lightning, that 
which literally plunged this world into war and 
murder, the murder of Christians by their breth¬ 
ren. “It was not an enemy, but my friends.” My 

own families divinely redeemed that besmirched the 
Lord God and crucified the Lord afresh. And we 
had thought that we had that confidence in His 
Christian nations that such a catastrophe would not 
be possible. He had a right to feel it after these 
two thousand years of Christian culture. Oh, the 
suffering God! I tell you as long as I live I can 
never think of God in any other terms than as a 

suffering God, as He looks down upon His children 
making a Hell of His blessed and divine Jeru¬ 
salem. I used to glory in the empty cross, I still 
glory in it because whether you and I have been 
able to share our blessed Master’s victory or not, 
He won it, and the empty cross is the emblem of a 
victorious Christ; but when I look through the 
experience of human life I must put beside that 
empty cross the crucifix—My Lord and My God 
crucified afresh by the sins of His own. The com¬ 
passion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God! the 
ability to look out upon His world with so much 
love, in spite of its sin and corruption, that he 
should die for it. And Saint Paul tells us that 

must be our mind. That we should be able to 
look out upon this world with the mind of Jesus 
Christ and seeing its sin, and experiencing it, and 
seeing its corruption, and its iniquity, that we shall 
retain our divine hope for it and shall so love it as 
to spend ourselves to the death for it. 

FOUR 

And then the second is His Infinite Humility, 
and I can fancy somebody saying, what are you 
dragging in this word humility for? A word which 
has come in our ordinary conversation to stand for 
something that is far from being coveted. I am 

afraid many of us interpret this word humility 
in terms of that perfectly dishonest and degraded 
sort of humility of a Uriah Heep—a crawling snake 
pretending a humility that its fangs may the more 
deeply be plunged into others. I am afraid we 
sometimes think of it in terms of that pharisaic 
humility, quick to approach the throne of God, 
while it looks with contempt on other people— 
but that is not the use of the word in the Holy 
Bible. That is not the use of it when we think 
of Jesus Christ as the ensample of humility to our¬ 
selves. Humility, in Jesus, means a complete and 
utter unselfishness, the outpouring of self for others. 

It means the utter and complete subjection of one’s 
will to the will of another, which sees in God’s 
cause and God’s plan a motive infinitely more val¬ 
uable than life itself and therefore empties self that 
self may be completely given in the keeping of 
God’s blessed and divine will. “Lo, I am come 

to do Thy will, O God, I am content to do it.” 
A weak virtue, a feminine virtue it is as men 
speak. Yet it takes every spark of manhood or 
womanhood and all the power in human character 
to fulfill it. The strongest of all virtues is thq 
giving of one’s will because of a cause which is 
greater than one’s self. And straightway we think 
of our blessed God coming into this human world 

of sin at all. But let me say, and quickly, we do 
not owe the coming of the blessed Son of God 
into human flesh, we do not owe this blessed in¬ 
carnation, to our sin. Jesus would have come if 

we had never sinned. The Son of God is the light 
and the life of mankind, long before He is ever our 
Saviour. But what a difference sin makes in His 
coming! He might have come as a King of love 
to reign over a nation of lovers. ,He might have 
come to illustrate the highest and holiest charac¬ 
teristic of kingship, the service of love—but instead 
of that He came to be sin for us. He came to en¬ 
slave Himself, because if He wTould save His nation 
of sinners enslaved, so he must be partaker of their 
every experience, and their every tragedy. It is 
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utterly impossible for us to save people without par¬ 

taking of that from which they are to be saved. 
We must become one with it if we are to become 
victorious over it. And the King of Life, the King 
of Glory, and the Lord of Death made Himself 

subject to it and overcame and defeated it. And 
how was He received? “He came into the world 
and the world knew Him not, He came to His 
own, and His own received Him not.” He, the 
eternal, willed to take human flesh upon Himself 

and to subject Himself to the public opinion of 
His people, to be adjudged at one time a wine- 

bibber, at another time a fool, at another time a 
devil. He, the utterly innocent and sinless one, 
willed to subject Himself to the earthly tribunal of 
His people, whose judgment had already been made 
before the trial came. He would receive no greater 

boon than that which the least of his own should 
receive. He would receive no merit or demerit 
beyond that of the lowliest, that of the two thieves 
crucified on either side of Him. His Infinite Hu¬ 

mility! and Saint Paul tells us that that mind 
must be in us, that you and I must see a cause so 
infinitely more precious than self that life and all 
that life yields may be offered to the death for God 

and for God’s own. 

What does Saint Paul mean when he tells us, 
“Have this mind in you which was also in Christ 

Jesus”? First, I think it infers that the mind of 
Jesus Christ supplies us with our practical work¬ 
ing knowledge, our personal knowledge of the liv¬ 
ing God. The God who emptied Himself and 

came in human form into Jesus Christ, is exactly 
the same God who is in you and me. There are 
not two Gods, only one, always one. And the 
God who was in Jesus Christ, Our Lord, living 
amid and sharing the temptations of the sins and 

the miseries, and the tragedies of this human life, 
that Pie might relieve and save His loved, yet en¬ 
slaved family, is exactly the same God who in His 
followers in every generation of this world is 
sending them out on fire with divine love to fulfill 

the mission of the blessed Master. 
Do you say that I am overdrawing that—per¬ 

haps have overstepped the mark just a little? Then 
I want to ask you to account in some other way 
for that little company of apostles, and brethren, 

one hundred and twenty simple-minded people. 
Can it be other than that they were filled with the 
spirit of the living God and going forth in utter 
complete and divine hope and power to convert this 
whole world? Take from among them, yet not 
exactly among them, because he joined them a little 
later—take Saint Paul alone; and then I narrow 
that down and take this one little Epistle of the 
Philippians. Read it with care and tell me whether 
anything on the face of God’s earth save the Spirit 
of God in that man that could have written that 
Epistle. There is no other way to account for it 
but that God was in Him. Or take the early mar¬ 

tyrs. I realize there are martyrs and martyrs. 
I realize that there is the martyrdom of the sol¬ 
dier who in order to save his military pride falls 

upon his sword in defeat rather than be captured. 
That there is the martyrdom of a Stephen looking 
up into the heaven of heavens and dying for a 
vision. I know there are varieties of martyrdoms 
whose motives determine values. But I want you 
to account in some other way for the early mar¬ 
tyrs, who had tested the truth of Jesus Christ, 
save upon this one hypothesis, that God was in 
them, and God’s blessed life was pulsing through 
them. I have a vision before me at this moment 
represented in that very marvelous portrait, 
as I think it is, “Diana or Christ,” and use it as a 
representative illustration, because I find it so often 
in the homes of my friends. There is the judge 
sitting upon his tribunal, and there are the fagots 
already burning; there are the armed soldiers at¬ 
tending her and there in the center a sweet maiden 
standing before the judge. She is required to deny 
the Christ and burn incense to Diana. Her lover 
is close by grasping her wrist, his whole soul in his 
face. He is begging her to deny the Christ and 
save her life; and then as one looks upon the face 
of the maiden, radiated with the very love and 
character of the Lord Jesus Christ, one knows 
the answer, “Deny my Christ and save my baby’s 
life! never! never! my faith’s refrain may be sung 
in tune with crackling embers, but my soul shall 

be ever true to the Lord of life. 
Or come to a later time and tell me whether 

anything but the spirit of the living God was living 
in men like Williams and Ligget, those first two 
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missionaries that entered China and Japan. Wil¬ 
liams living there for seven years, some records 

have it for twelve years, waiting in infinite com¬ 
passion and patience, until the spirit of the living 
God should unclasp the fast closed door of just one 
single Eastern soul. Just think of us waiting 

twelve solid years for the first evidence of an im¬ 
pression. Or Livingston, the brave, hardy Scotch¬ 
man, who was filled with a vision of His Master’s 

love inspired by the God himself living his whole 
strong manhood with those black people in Central 
Africa. Living and dying there that the cross of 
Christ might be raised that all men might be drawn 
unto Him. Or Hannington, that Englishman of 

dauntless courage and consecration who entered 
East Equatorial Africa, who became master almost 
upon the day on which he reached it; and yet his 
consecrated blood was the seed of a stream of mis¬ 
sionaries who have in their wonderful work made 

Eastern Equatorial Africa one of the greatest 
romances of modern history. Or take Cary, the 

tailor, weaving into the very seams of his gar¬ 
ments his vision of the very power of the Lord God 
as it is woven into the seam of human life, and 
then going forth from the vision to India to open 

up that great land to Jesus and His salvation, and 
tell me that anything but the spirit of the living 

God could ever have produced that. 
Or take one sample more, I think of General 

W. C. Gorgas, and his brother physicians sacrific¬ 
ing their Jives with true martyr spirit, in yet an¬ 
other field of redemption, giving their very lives 

in order that they might rid this modern world of 
the greatest terror that it has ever faced, ridding us 
of yellow fever at the cost literally of one, and at 
the price in spirit of the life of all. I knew Gorgas, 
he was a big boy at college when I was a young 
boy. He was the very ideal of fine chivalrous man¬ 

hood, the ideal of us younger fellows. I icnow his 
spirit, and I know that it was nothing short of the 
consecration from on high that made him a high' 
priest in the temple of physical redemption, and 
tell me that anything but the spirit of the living 

God could do it. 
Listen, I can’t be a Saint Paul, I can’t be a 

Williams, I can’t be a Livingston, I can’t be a 

Cary, I can’t be a Gorgas, but thank God, He does 

not mean me to be any of them,—He means me to 
be myself and offer myself as a vehicle of His 
divine grace, as the instrument of His eternal ir¬ 
resistible power of redemption and salvation in this 
world. A practical working personal knowledge of 
the Lord God is God in us,—constraining us by the 
love of Jesus Christ. What again does this mean’ 
for us—this mind of Jesus in us? It means first, 
this practical working of the knowledge of God, 
and it also means the practical working knowledge 
and valuation of human life. Nobody can begin to 
live well until he has become perfectly persuaded 
that the life he lives, in common with others and 
in himself, is worth the living. Now Jesus is for¬ 
ever balancing up values and measurements of 
human life and contrasting them. “How much 
better is a man than a sheep?” “If God so clothe 
the grass of the field, will He not much more 
clothe you, O, ye of little faith?”. “What shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul?” “What will it 
profit a man if he gained the whole world and lose 
his own soul?” Let’s take that last in order that 
we may illustrate human values as Jesus has di¬ 

rected us. I don’t know the value of this world,— 
the figures get too great for even my imagination. 
I remember so well when we got back from the 
other side after the war and found America literal¬ 
ly drunken crazy with wealth, I happened to be 
sitting in the railroad train listening to some half 
dozen men, engaged in big business, exultingly 
speaking of their business projects and of the im¬ 

mense profits that had resulted; and by and by I 
asked one of these men what the profits were of 
American business in a year. He replied, “ I his 
past year it was something over thirty billions of 
dollars,” and I tried to think what a billion was 
and I couldn’t. It was absolutely beyond my com¬ 
pass, I have no arithmetic that can in any sense 
convey the idea of thirty billions of dollars to me. 
I think I know a little about a dollar, I deal with 
those occasionally,—but what on the face of the 
earth do thirty billions of dollars mean? That 
was the profit on American business alone in one 
year, and just think of all these other countries 
on the globe, and what the profit of the business 
on the globe is,—and then of what the world is 
worth. Yet Jesus puts that whole world on one 
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side of the scale, and one soul on the other side of 
the scale, and the soul outweighs the globe. One 
little black Hotentot in the heart of Africa on one 
side of the scale and the globe on the other, and 
the little black soul outweighs it. The value of a 
human life as Jesus estimates it! Nobody in this 
wide world can ever follow Jesus anl for one soli¬ 
tary moment have one single feeling of scorn for 
any human life. You cannot do it because that life 
is a spark of God let down,—eternal, and divine. 
Just think of somebody carelessly entering into a 
lynching party,—can you think of it? Now, there 
have been many valuations of life. We are con¬ 
stantly witnessing the valuation that people put 
upon human life in the record that is given to us in 

the newspapers of how we treat it. And there were 

estimates in our Lord’s time. In our Lord’s day 
a leper was an outcast to be despised; the sick were 
possessed with devils; a woman was scarcely mort 
than a slave, and except1 in high Jewish life a child 
was a mere chattel; and an enenty, to be hated and 
revenged. 

What is our blessed Lord’s estimate, “Go tell 
John what things we hear and see, how the deafj 
hear, the blind see, the lepers are cleansed, the 
sick are healed, and the poor, the outcast of society 
have the blessed news of God’s own sweet gospel 
of love and salvation poured into their ears.” 

Listen again, “Ye hath heard that it hath been 
said, hate your enemies, I say unto you love your 

enemies. Do good to them that speak evil of you 
and despitefully use you.” It takes the Christ 

A Winter Scene 
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spirit to do the Christ task, yes, and it takes the 

Christ mind to learn the Christ values. You and 
I cannot give ourselves to life until we have our 

working knowledge of the Lord God, this personal 
knowledge, and our working knowledge of life 
and life’s values. 

What does the mind of Jesus do for us? Well, 
in one word, to have the mind of Jesus Christ is 
consecration to God and to God’s task. Let’s 

understand what this word consecration is; and in 
order to present it to you, I am going to mention 
three ingredients of consecration. 

And the first is the word sanctify. Now I 
realize that it is used in two senses. In our every 
day language, we use the word sanctify as to 
cleanse, or to wash—to make clean. But that is 
not the meaning of it in the Holy Bible. I do not 

hesitate to say that there is not a verse in which this 
word is used when it is obliged to mean to wash, or 
to cleanse, but that in every case it may, and in 

most cases must mean to set apart, to devote. Take 
for example our Lord, “For their sakes, I sanctify 
myself.” Jesus did not need any cleansing,-He 

did not need any washing. What He meant to 
say was, “For their sakes I devote, I set myself 
apart, I consecrate myself to this blessed task of 

dying and living again.” But I am going toi adopt 
both meanings, because you and I must understand 

that we cannot consecrate to God what is dirty and 
unclean, and therefore we want the cleansing 

first,—the blessed laver of the Lord Jesus’ blood 
to cleanse us from all sin and then we can do what 
Jesus did, “For their sakes, I now sanctify,” I set 

apart, I consecrate myself and all that I am, and 

all that I have, that God may sanctify us with the 

power of His spirit. 
Then the second ingredient is surrender. I be¬ 

lieve the reason why some people are unhappy in 

this world is because they have never surrendered 
themselves to any cause at all that they expect to 

continue in. Surrender! “I beseech you by the 
mercies of God, present your bodies a living sacrifice 
to God.” Now that word, “present,” in Greek 

language is used in a tense that we do not have in 
English. The best we can do is to use the present 
tense, which implies continuance, but the Greeks 

have a tense the, aorist, that means an act 

done, “done forever.” Present yourself to God 
once and for all,—and I tell you until you and I 
just absolutely settle the question forever, and 
say,—forever I surrender, we will never have any 

happiness. We will be eternally bothered with all 
sorts of queries as to whether I ought to do this 
or that. “Present yourself” means that I have al¬ 
ready settled that,—God’s will is become mine,—I 
surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ, and these ques¬ 
tions shall not bother me because I have presented, 
consecrated myself to the living God. I grant you 
that this is not easy. I believe that the problem of 
life underneath all the problems is just that prob¬ 
lem of settled questions through complete sur¬ 
render. It is difficult. Let me tell you a little story 
that I read not long ago which illustrates what I 
want to say. A little child got his hand caught in a 

vase, and he tried to pull it out and couldn’t. His 
mother was very much disturbed, and she tried to 
pull it out. It was a valuable vase but the little hand 
was just as valuable and more so. By and by father 
came and he tried to get the little hand out, but he 
couldn’t. Finally he said, “Now son, make just 
one more trial, stretch your figures out straight as 
you see me doing, and then draw this way,” and 
the little child looked up in his father’s face and 
said, “Oh, but father, if I did that, I would lose 
my penny!” The dear little fellow had a copper in 

his hand and he couldn’t open it because he would 
lose his penny. That is what is the matter with 
us! We are grasping coppers! Open your hand, 

lose your coppers, and God will fill you with the 
gold of his divine life. Surrender and be done. 

Then finally, crown Jesus as King and Ruler. 
We sing that hymn, “Crown Him Lord of all,” 

and as somebody expressed it, “If we do not crown 
Him Lord of all, we do not crown Him Lord at 
all.” Crown Him, make Him the ruler over your 
life, the organizer of these astonishing marvellous 
powers that we have of mind and body,—the or: 
ganizer who shall work through them because they1 
are organized,—every power of your being thus 
harmonized by Him. Saint John had a beautiful 
quotation from our blessed Lord, “He that believeth 
on me from within him shall flow rivers of living 
water.” “He that believeth on me,” which means, 

(Continued on Page n) 
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Summer Quarter—Southern College of Y. M. C. A. 
OUTHERN COLLEGE of Young 
M en’s Christian Associations is very- 

happy to be able to announce that 
its new building on the Blue Ridge grounds 

will be ready for the opening of the Summer Term, 
June 10th, this year. The building is now under 
construction, and is of the beautiful colonial type 
in keeping with the other buildings on the Blue 
Ridge grounds. The building is most conveniently 

arranged and is amply large to meet all of the 
needs of the Summer term of the College. It con¬ 
tains twelve one room efficiency apartments with 
bath and kitchenette, for our married students. It 
also will have a sufficient number of single rooms 
to take care of all the unmarried students for the 
summer. 

This handsome building with its auditorium, class 
rooms, and social hall has been made possible 
through the generosity of the citizens of Asheville, 
North Carolina. The bulk of the money is being 
contributed by these friends in Asheville, and the 
balance necessary to complete the job at once, has 
been guaranteed to us by a very generous friend 
who always helps with our Blue Ridge enterprises. 

Southern College is tremendously anxious to be 
of as large service as possible to the secretaries of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, who are 
already in the work. With this end in view, we 
have planned this year to divide the Summer quar¬ 
ter into two terms of six weeks each. The courses 
of study will be arranged on the basis of five hours 
per week so that we will give in the six weeks a 
full quarter’s work which would ordinarily take 
three months. This will mean that our students 
wrill not carry quite so large a number of studies, 
but will be able to do a more intensive piece of 
work for this shorter term. 

Southern College is primarily a graduate school, 
and requires two years of college work for entrance 
to its regular student body. We have however, ar¬ 
ranged special courses for this summer, to which 
men with high school diplomas will be admitted. 
We feel that this will greatly increase our oppor¬ 
tunities for service to the men already in the Work, 

and we are, as stated above, anxious to be of as 
large service to them as possible. 

Through the generosity of some of our friends, 
we have available for this summer a few scholar¬ 
ships which will pay a portion of the expenses of 

some advanced students. These scholarships are to 
be given to college graduates who are interested 
in continuing their professional training. 

As a part of the special work which is to be 
carried on this summer, there has been arranged a 
school for Boys’ Work Secretaries extending over 
a period of six weeks, beginning July 21st, and con¬ 
tinuing until September 1st. This school is under 
the leadership of Mr. C. B. Loomis, Avho has for a 
number of years been the Regional Boys’ Work 
Secretary of the National Council of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations for the Southern 
territory. It is confidently expected that a large 

number of boys’ work secretaries will avail them¬ 
selves of the privilege of this type of training. 

Most of the men in this field are looking toward 
a finer type of service to the boys of the South, 
and are glad to avail themselves of this privilege 
of better fitting themselves for this service. 

There will also be a special school for Student 
Secretaries running during this same six weeks 

under the general leadership of Mr. J. W. Berg- 
thold, Regional Student Secretary of the National 
Council of Young Men’s Christian Associations 

for the Southern territory. As a part of this 
school for student work, there will be brought in 
about forty presidents of College Young Men’s 
Christian Associations. Special courses will be 

offered which will prove helpful toward better fit¬ 
ting these men for positions of volunteer leader¬ 
ship in the colleges and universities of the South. 

Coincident with the two schools referred to 
above, there will also be special courses of interest 
to men engaged in the general administration of 
Association program in City Associations. This 
school will be under the general leadership of the 

Southern College staff. It is, of course, understood 
that the entire Southern College faculty will give 
courses in all of these schools. Any student, there- 
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fore, attending the summer term of any of these 

departmental schools will have the full opportunity 
of fellowship with this group of faculty men of 
the Southern College who are giving their lives 
to the training of secretaries for the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations. 

The course of study offered for the summer 
quarter this year is unusually rich in content. We 

are, of course, most happy to welcome back onto 
the Blue Ridge grounds Dr. J. L. Kesler, who was 

not with us last summer. His many friends will 
recall that he spent last summer traveling through’ 

Europe in the party with Sherwood Eddjq making 
a special study of the social and economic condi¬ 

tions of those countries. He will, of course, bring 

renewed inspiration to his classes with his usual 
vigor. 

The regular year around faculty of Southern 

College is augmented for the summer term with 
the addition of Dr. O. E. Brown, of the Vander¬ 

bilt School of Religion and Mr. Henry E. Wil¬ 
son, Student Secretary of the Young Men’s Chris¬ 

tian Association of the EYiversity of Illinois. 
These men bring to their classes very interesting 

experiences from their different points of view. 
A very interesting program of practical helpful¬ 

ness will be that put on by our department of 

Physical Education, under the leadership of Mr. 

L E V E N 

F. B. Messing and Mr. A. B. Miles. They will 
carry their usual classes in the theory and practice 

of physical education and will enrich their courses 
for the summer term with the addition of such 
classes as Play Leadership, Mass Athletics, Coach¬ 
ing in Major Sports, Swimming, Etc. 

As an indication of the great variety of work 
offered and the helpfulness of same, a glance at 
the Southern College catalog shows us such 
courses as those taught by Dr. W. D. Weather¬ 
ford, on the Basic Principles of Christian Faith, 
and also his courses on Anthropology, leading up 
to a study of Race Relations. We also see the 
work in Sociology under Dr. R. E. Baber; Relig¬ 
ious Education, taught by Dr. W. E. Uphaus; Voca¬ 

tional Guidance and Efficiency by W. P. Cun¬ 

ningham; Woodcraft and Specialized Work for 
young men, taught by E. S. Lotspeich; and Song 

Leadership taught by Mr. J. J. King. 
We can think of no finer experience for the sec¬ 

retary of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
than the opportunity to spend the summer in 
studying at the Blue Ridge Home of Southern 
College. The climate there in the mountains is 

conducive to the very best type of study, and the 
splendid fellowship and inspiration of the occa- 
-sion bring such added resources into one’s work 

as that the value cannot be estimated. 

Asheville BuIlding on the Blue Ridge Grounds Which Will Be Occupied by Southern College Students 

H
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The Cure of Despondency 
Rev. Charles R. Erdman HHILE the clouds are hanging darkly on 

the mountain tops tonight we shall review 
together a brief story which may tell us 

how, in a figurative sense, we may rise above the 
clouds which at times shadow us, above the mists of 
doubt and fear and despair, and can stand again in 
the sunlight of peace and faith, and we rehearse this 
story because there may be someone here tonight 
who is discouraged, whose face has been smiling, but 
who has come to this gathering with real reasons for 
feeling disheartened and discouraged and in despair. 

The story is that of the prophet Elijah, whose 
life had been threatened by Jezebel, who had come 
alone a day’s journey in the wilderness and had 
fallen under a juniper tree and had prayed that the 
Lord would take his life from him. What occa¬ 
sioned such despair on the part of the prophet, and 
what brought him relief? 

It has been suggested that he was depressed be¬ 
cause of a sense of loneliness; and that is indeed a 
cause of despondency. This is, as men say, “a 
lonely world.” There are persons all around us 
who are longing for sympathy and for friendship, 
and one of the greatest services being rendered by 
the Christian Association is that through it you are 
offering helpfulness and sympathy to men who are 
in need of friendships. It is depressing to be alone, 
and sometimes the loneliest places in the world are 
not the mountains, but the streets of a great city 
where you are lost in a crowd. 

Some people, however, love to be alone, and it is 
then that they do their best work. Elijah seemed 
to be one of those men. He stood alone when he 
won his greatest victory on the slopes of Carmel. 
He seemed to have no friends on his side. He was 
alone in the desert by his own choice; he had dis¬ 
missed his servant, and unattended had begun his 
long journey toward Mount Horeb. And, in an¬ 
other sense, he was not alone when he sank down in 
discouragement under that juniper tree. We see 
him surrounded by a great crowd of men and women 

A stenographic report of an address delivered at Blue 
Ridge during the Southern Y. M. C. A. Summer School. 

of all generations who have known his experience 
and who, in some true sense, had been seated under 
the juniper tree. Moses was there, and Job and Jere¬ 
miah and David and Jonah. Probably some of us 
have been seated under that tree, and the story of 
the old prophet may be of help to some who, while 
never in despair, have their faces turned in that 
direction, and who may need warning and guidance 
lest they find themselves in the company of the de¬ 
spairing prophet. First of all, it has been suggested 
that fatigue was the occasion for his depression, and 
it is perfectly true that physical exhaustion does lead 
to despondency. Robertson, of Brighton, in writing 
a sermon on this subject intimated that such was the 
occasion of Elijah’s despair. Robertson, of Brighton, 
ought to have known, for he himself sat under the 
juniper tree for a long time. He must have been 
there when he wrote to his friend, “Since the day 
when we set our watches and parted, I have not 
known an hour that I would have arrested or bid to 
stay.” He emerged from the shadow of the tree, 
but he realized that depression is frequently due to 
exhausted nervous enegry. 

It is true that Elijah had been subject to a very 
severe strain, and it is not at all strange that when 
his strength was gone, his courage also failed. If 
you are depressed, do not feel that your faith is 
eclipsed and that your spiritual life is at a low ebb. 
Probably all you need is rest and refreshment. 

There is another reason for depression. In the 
case of Elijah it was his fear of Jezebel; and fear is 
always depressing. Possibly we may be conscious 
that we have failed either in our spiritual experience 
or in our Christian service, and this is distressing. 

The real trouble, however, with Elijah was that 
his faith had failed. He was looking at himself and 
at his failure rather than at God, and he seemed to 
feel that the cause of God depended upon him alone. 
He was taking himself too seriously, and this is fre¬ 
quently a cause of depression. 

Nevertheless, Elijah’s face was turned toward 
Horeb; he wanted to reach the mount of God, and 
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when one is facing in that direction he is certain to 
find relief. 

It will be more interesting now to note how that 
relief came to the prophet of old. First of all, he 
was given physical refreshment; he fell asleep and 
rest’ed, and then awoke and found that an angel 
was standing near with bread for him to eat and 
water to drink, and when he had partaken of these 
he lay down and slept again, and a second time he 
was awakened by the angel and again given nourish¬ 
ment, so that he went in the strength of that food 
forty days. It is remarkable what a change is 
wrought in our mental outlook and attitude by a 
good night of rest. It is possible that these days of 
vacation spent here among the mountains may bring 
sohie of us into an entirely different frame of mind, 
into a happier spiritual state. 

Then again, Elijah was rebuked. The Lord met 
him on the mountain with this searching word, 
“What doest thou here, Elijah?” And some of us 
need to be rebuked for our despondency and our 
fear. If we are children of God, should we be in 
despair, should we allow ourselves to be so easily 

discouraged ? 
Elijah was further restored by a vision of the 

grace of God. He was a man who expected to see 
God in the whirlwind, in the earthquake and the 
fire, but was rather surprised to finally find that 
God was speaking to him in a still small voice. He 
caught a vision of the grace of God. Such a vision 
we can catch in the face of Christ and as we review 
anew His saving work and remember His unfailing 

love. 
Then, too, Elijah was given new work to do, and 

for discouraged souls nothing is more helpful^than 
some new task. Let us address ourselves to the next 
duty which awaits us and we shall probably find 
that our feeling of discouragement is disappearing. 
We should thank God for the blessed ministry of 

toil. 
Last of all Elijah was given a new vision of the 

triumph of God’s cause. He had almost indicated 
that God was to fail. He had concluded that if he 
was personally unsuccessful that God Himself would 
be defeated. He was now given to understand that 

the cause of God would never fail, and there on the 
mountain top he was brought out into the light of 
a new and triumphant faith. 

We should do as Elijah did, seek for a new vision 
of God. We should try to attain the height of the 
mountain of God. That is, we should try by some 
effort to reach a place where God will be more real 
to us. It may be here among these mountains and 
in the society of Christian friends. It may be when 
we are alone in the time of prayer, but in every 
possible way we should seek a new vision of our 
loving Father until we can re-echo something of the 
experience of the poet when he said: 

“I stand upon the mount of God 
With sunlight in my soul; 

I see the storms in vales beneath, 
I hear the thunders roll. 

But I am safe with Thee, my God, 
Beneath these sunny skies, 

And to the height on which I stand 
No cloud nor storm can rise.” 

“THE MIND OF JESUS” 
(Continued from Page 7) 

he that crowns me as Lord of life,—that is what he 
meant for Saint John goes on to say “and this he 
spake of the Holy Spirit which should be given to 
those who believe on Jesus, for the spirit was not' 

yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 
Listen, in-the world’s history, the pentecostal out¬ 

pouring had to come after the ascension on high,— 
power had to come after the enthronement,—and 

that is absolutely true in every individual life. If 
you and I are going to have the power of the Spirit 
of God, it is because we have enthroned God at 
the seat of power over our whole life. First, the 
ascension, then the pentecost. It is true of every 
single life, and I would pin that in your souls, I 
would write it there indelibly, “Crown Plim Lord 
of All,” and then the astonishing result follows,— 
not merely streams, but rivers of living water pro¬ 
ceed from the life thus ruled by the Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 



DOES CULTURE COUNT 

the question of whether culture counts in the work- 

V J a-day world, Dr. Huntington, of Yale, makes a pointed 

reply. Basing his statements on Vishee’s investigations 

of 18,400 names appearing in “Who’s Who in America,” for 

1921, he found that it took 48,000 unskilled laborers to pro¬ 

duce one of these 18,400 persons. Each of the 48,000 skilled 

laborers, who undoubtedly furnished more cultural advantages 

for their children, produced thirty of the names in “Who's 

Who.” An equa^ number of farmers produced seventy of 

the names, the same number of business men produced six hun¬ 

dred names. 

Professional men exclusive of clergymen produced 1,035, 

and each 48,400 clergymen produced 2,400 children who were 

sufficiently renowned to get their names in “Who’s Who.” 

It is a well known fact that the homes of clergymen dur¬ 

ing the last half of the last century—(the period during which 

the persons named in “Who’s Who” for 1921 were growing) 

—were the centers of culture in America. 

Of course these clergymen were leaders themselves, and 

hence would be expected to pass on to their children through 

inheritance certain qualities of leadership, but no one can doubt 

that the cultural atmosphere of these homes had much to do 

with that type of training which develops real leadership. 
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What Are Standards m Education? 
N their attempt to set standards by which 

the public can judge students and insti¬ 

tutions, the leaders in education are in 

somewhat the position of the colored preacher who 

proposed to explain the inexplainable and to “un¬ 

screw” the inscrutable. 

The trained educator knows how imperfect these 

standards necessarily are, but the layman does not. 

Especially is this true of the inexperienced school¬ 

boy who talks of “units” and “credits” as if they 

were definitely fixed values as a yard, a pound, a 

gallon. If all teachers did exactly the same kind 

of work, this might be more nearly the truth, but 

a single illustration will prove that they do not: 

A professor in a certain teachers’ college sent out 

several hundred copies of the examination paper 

of a high school student, requesting that the teach¬ 

ers grade the paper. When the papers were re¬ 

turned they showed grades ranging from 36 to 98. 

If there is no uniformity of grading on the one 
paper, certainly there could be no uniformity where 
many papers were under consideration. 

The chief, and sometimes the only, aim of many 
students in both school and college is the securing 

of certificates, credits, and diplomas—mere “scraps 
of paper” under such circumstances. 

The question then arises: Does the present sys¬ 
tem of standardizing make it possible for the lay¬ 
man to compare the merits of different schools? 

It is apparent that a certificate or a diploma or a 

degree from different institutions cannot mean the 
same. 

In selecting teachers for Lee School I am not 
so interested in their degrees as I am in their per¬ 
sonal interest in boys and their ability to inspire 
and lead them. I am more concerned about the 
thoroughness of their preparation for college than I 
am about their records at college. I am more 
concerned about their finished scholarship and 

their enthusiastic interest in their subjects than in 
the amount of pedagogy and methods of teaching 
they have had. In Lee School we wish to put 
first things first and not get lost in the mazes of 
educational theories. 

We must never lose sight of Garfield’s defini¬ 
tion of the best college—-“Mark Hopkins on one 
end of a log and a student on the other.” It is 

quite right and sometimes very necessary to en¬ 
large the log into a great plant, but if more em¬ 
phasis is put on the kind and size of the log than 
on Mark Hopkins, everything is lost. In setting 

up present day standards in education, too much 
emphasis has inevitably been put on external things. 

Lee School cannot be an educational Pharisee 
that makes clean the outside of the cup and plat¬ 
ter while the inside is full of corruption. It cannot 
be untrue to the name it bears nor to the organiza¬ 
tion that sponsors it. Therefore, thorough scholar¬ 

ship, clean life, and high ideals, must be its prin¬ 
cipal aim, and its faculty must be composed of 
men of engaging personality, high ideals, and real 
leadership. J. A. Peoples. 
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CAN AMERICA STAND 
THE STRAIN? 

'HE writer recently visited Miami, Florida. He saw streets being 

^ J made almost while you wait and observe; he saw sections of the city 

T„m„[nm^irnT^ spring into existence almost over-night, with handsome residences and 

every modern convenience. He saw numbers of enormous hotels going up 

costing fabulous sums of money. He saw lots sold at $4,000 a foot front. 

He saw multiplied thousands of automobiles bearing prosperous looking and 

pleasure loving people, and, like the Queen of Sheba, he exclaimed, “The half 

has not been told!” He was aware, also, that there are other places not so 

greatly different from Miami. 

But the question the writer kept asking himself was, “Has America built 

into her young men and women enough ideals and enough character to stand all 

this prosperity?” Is anyone prone to turn aside and call this a preachment, he 

only needs to listen to the talk of the young people on the trains going to and 

coming from Miami. 

If we are to stem the tide and be stronger as a nation and as a people 

because of this wealth, we shall have to greatly strengthen the leadership of 

ideals. More of this wealth must be turned into training the social and re¬ 

ligious leadership of our times. More money must be devoted to building 

ideals as well as building skyscrapers. One wonders if men who are in the 

rush really see this. The writer at least found one such man in the heart of 

Miami’s maddening throng. 
W. D. Weatherford. 



THE MOUNT MITCHELL MOTOR ROAD 
The Greatest Scenic Motor Road on the Globe 

Magnificence, Giandeur and Splendor of the ^XA^nderful Mountains of ^Festem North Carolina only 
to be seen on a trip to the top of Mount Mitchell—the top of Eastern America—6,71 1 feet above 
the sea. 

If you do not experience the glory of this trip while in Western North Carolina your visit will be in¬ 
complete. 

For information and particulars, address 

F. A. PERFEY, 

Black Mountain, N. C. 

Gymnastic Apparatus 

Steel Lockers 

Playground Apparatus 

Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

SLor NARRAGANSETT MACHINE CO. Prov'5escaR' 1 

GYMNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans 
for Fourteen Gymnasiums. Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and 
Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building Committees. Write for It. 

Biltmore Farms 
Biltmore, North Carolina 

BILTMORE Stands for the Best 
Certified Milk, Special Raw Milk, 
Pasteurized Milk, Cultured Butter¬ 
milk, Cottage Cheese, Chocolate Milk, 
Creol Cream Cheese, Skim Milk, 
Cream, Butter, Ice Cream. 

The Ha.v Gang: on the Biltmore Farm**. 
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Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
A Professional School of Graduate Grade for Training 

Association Secretaries in All Departments of Work 

FOUR QUARTERS OF TWELVE WEEKS EACH. STUDENTS CAN ENTER AT 
OPENING OF ANY QUARTER WITHOUT HANDICAP 

Winter Quarter begins January 4, 1926. 
Spring Quarter begins March 1 7. 
Summer Quarter begins at Blue Ridge, N. C., June 10. 
Fall Quarter begins at Nashville, Tenn., September 22. 

Co-operation with George Peabody College for Teachers, Seaman A. Knapp School of Country Life, Vander¬ 
bilt University, Vanderbilt School of Religion, Vanderbilt Medical College, and Scarritt College for Christion Workers. 

Ten special professors of the College, assisted by the best teachers from all Nashville colleges, representing twenty 
million dollars of endowment, at our disposal. 

College graduate can take advanced work and secure M.A. degree in either Vanderbilt or Peabody while pursuing 
Association studies. Much of Association College courses will count toward Master's Degree in these institutions. 

For Full Details IVrile for Catalog 

Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Our Slogan: “One Million Dollars for a Graduate Professional School to Train Y. M. C. A. Secretaries.” 

Old Thompson Seminary, 2015 Grand Avenue, built in 1874, one of the earliest college buildings in the city of 
Nashville, now owned and used as a temporary home for Southern College of Y. M. C. A. 


