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BLUE RIDGE NEEDS THREE 

BUILDINGS 

jgjHE growtli of the Blue Ridge constitu- 
‘MJaS ency and the coming of increasing 
numbers of people interested m real intellec¬ 
tual life make imperative three new build¬ 
ings. 

1. A dormitory and class-room building 
m which to house our university students 
who come to make special preparation for 
the Y. M. C. A. secretaryship, through South¬ 
ern College of Y. M. C. A. Tentative plans 
call for thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for 
this equipment. 

2. A new gymnasium for training leaders 
m physical education and particularly lead¬ 
ers of community play. There is a great de¬ 
mand for such trained leadership and we 
must have this equipment. It will cost 
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). 

3. A new library building. We h ave 
completely outgrown our small library room 
and must have better quarters. This calls 
for twenty to twenty-hve thousand dollars 
($25,000). 
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Does Rel igion Make a Difference? 
W. D. Weatherford 

C hold with Saint Paul that God has not left 

Himself without witness in any human 

heart. We further hold that all religious 

systems spring from an attempt on the 

part of men to explain that witness of God’s spirit 

within them. But frequently that attempted interpre¬ 

tation has become so crystallized, or so covered over 

with theological formulas that it has no vital bearing- 

on life. 

Much that goes under the name of religion has no 

practical meaning for life. It is mere conformity, or 

passive acceptance. It depends on one’s religion as to 

whether it makes a difference. If your religion is a 

vital communion with persons—all persons—God and 

men—then religion has power. It sets moral stand¬ 

ards, for you dare not be less than your best—for that 

would mar the harmonious relationship with other 

persons—God and men. It sets social ideals, for if 

religion is right relationship, then you want to give 

every man as large an opportunity for life as you de¬ 

sire for yourself. If religion is communion with per¬ 

sons, then that means you despise no man of any race 

or creed, for all are made in the image of God. 

If your religion is simply intellectual assent to creed, 

or conformity to ritualistic observance, it perhaps has 

no real influence in your life, but if it is vital com¬ 

munion with persons—if it is right attitude toward 

God and men, it is a mighty governing power in your 

life. 

Our program at Blue Ridge is built on the assump¬ 

tion that religion is not theory about life—but religion 

in life. We believe that religion should dominate every 

phase of the practical work-a-day world. We believe 

it must be a living force or be nothing. It must meet 

the real needs of a living present, and not the imagin¬ 

ary needs of a dead past. 
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Politics and Religion' 
Dr. S. C. Mitchell 

N the last ten years the world has seen 
greater changes than perhaps in any other 
equal period of the world. While change 
has touched every department of mankind 
as a result of the world war, I should say 

that there has been greater change in government than 
in any other single sphere of man’s activity since Au¬ 
gust 1, 1914. Ten years ago there were forty-three 
reigning families in Europe. I can’t keep the count, 
but I think it is down to about twelve today. In the re¬ 
volt against government they slaughtered the Tsar in 
Russia. So it has gone with all of the rest. In a sense 
the people, under the stress of the war, turned in ven¬ 
geance upon their governments, killed or expelled their 
sovereigns. Now, how shall we account for that 
change ? 

It is a significant fact that practically all of the 
governments of Europe today are more or less peasant 

DR. S. C. MITCHELL 

governments. Governor Montague, who was in Poland, 
described to us the president, a peasant in his peasant 
garb. 

In the first place, I believe that the people felt that 
their governments could prevent war, but in some in¬ 
stances they were a cause of war. That, perhaps, was 
the chief charge against government. We know some¬ 
thing of the folly of war, we know something of the 
guilt of war, but we are coming to realize something of 
the sordidness of war; and it is in that relation par¬ 
ticularly that the people have criticised government. 

*A stenographic report of an address delivered at Blue 
Ridge, during the Student Y. M. C. A. Conference, June 2 6, 
1924. 

It was not Germany that made the war. It was a 
conspiracy between autocracy, militarism and big busi¬ 
ness. Big business and militarism looked upon the gov¬ 
ernment as a tool with which to work their purposes, 
exactly as I use my knife in sharpening a pencil. Now 
that is about the conclusion that people have drawn. 
They looked over the world and saw those twenty-six 
million graves. They saw beside each one of those 
graves a weeping woman—mother, sister, wife, sweet¬ 
heart,—and they said that any leadership of mankind 
that ends in a result like that has to be doomed; so they 
turned with vengeance upon their political leaders and 
in every instance they have expelled them, they have re¬ 
nounced them. So I say the first charge in the hearts of 
plain people against government is that it has not pre¬ 
vented war, and in some instances it was probably a 
cause of war. 

Another charge brought against government is that 
it has exploited the people in favor of the privileged 
few. I talked yesterday to Dr. Dillard, who has just 
made a survey of East Africa. He was talking about 
government, the native government. He said kings 
there exploited people just as truly in those jungles of 
Africa as the governments of Europe before 1914 did 
enlightened people. That is the second charge, then— 
that government has too often exploited the common 
people in favor of the privileged few. They have done 
it through tariffs, they have done it through child labor, 
in unequal taxation, and unequal justice. The failure 
to prevent war and the willingness to exploit the people 
—that is not all, but those two, perhaps, account for the 
revolt against government and the vengeance heaped 
upon the heads of government in practically all coun¬ 
tries. 

Mark the changing nature of the state. To the men 
of Jefferson’s time the state could be personified in a 
policeman. It was merely for defense. It was a mar¬ 
tial state. War and navy were, so to speak, the chief 
arms of the state. The state was a means of huddling 
us together. Militarism still holds that view. What is 
the state today? Well, the state is taking care of the 
children, training them from the age of four up to grad¬ 
uate courses in the state universities. It is looking out 
for the teeth of children. It is vaccinating them 
against disease. The state has invaded the home and, 
through home economics, is teaching better house-keep¬ 
ing to the mothers and wives of our country. The state 
is carrying on a great campaign of public health. In 
Virginia, it began in 1908, with the state board of 
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health. Today the appropriation for the state board 
of health is about six hundred thousand dollars, and in 
every county and every community the state is repre¬ 
sented in a trained health worker. The state is build¬ 
ing a network of highways. The state is promoting 
agriculture through the farm demonstrations in this 
county and in practically all of the three thousand 
counties of America. The state is endeavoring to ad¬ 
just proper relations in industry. Now that is the 
changed nature of the state,—concerned primarily with 
the housekeeping of the people. The conception of the 
household is more nearly that of the state today than 
the army with its flying banners and shining armor. 
This is a great change that has come over us gradually. 
Many of us are hardly alive to the fact that the spirit 
of the state has almost completely changed within the 
last twenty or thirty years. 

Let us note another thing. If you went to any of 
the capitols, such as Columbia, S. C., or Richmond, Va., 
twenty years ago, what did you see? A place for the 
legislature to meet and an office for the governor. 
There was not a room where the state superintendent 
of education could even wedge in a desk. But what do 
you find now? A twelve-story office building. What is 
in that modern building? There are laboratories for 
health and agriculture, elaborate offices for the state 
superintendent of education and all of the other human¬ 
izing agencies of modern government. The greatest 
body of public officials today that the state has are the 
public school teachers. Such is the changed nature of 
the state. 

I would not say it is a socialized state, but I would 
say that the state is beginning today to care for the life 
of the people,—the child, factory workers, public 
health, agriculture, highways, and all the other things 
that enter into the wholesome and progressive life of 
the people. 

In the light of that fact, wouldn’t it be well for us 
to revise our conception of the separation of church 
and state? We used that phrase beginning with Roger 
Williams. What state did he have in mind? It was 
this martial state; it was this state of the king; it was 
this state that ministered to the few; it was the state 
that neglected the masses of the people. The state in the 
time of Roger Williams no more included within its ac¬ 
tivity the masses of common people than this confer¬ 
ence has included the worms beneath that sod. Now, 
under such conditions, that prophet said, “There must 
be a complete separation between state and church.” 

How is it today? Can the church stand aside from 
the state, when the state has taken over great fields of 
activity which were formerly under the care of the 
church? Take, for instance, the whole field of educa¬ 
tion, that formerly belonged to the church. The church 
used the school for the training of monks and priests. 

The state gradually took that field in part from the 
church and said, “All the children of all of the people 
must share in the activity of the school. All must help 
bear the burdens for training children for citizenship.” 

There was a time when the matter of health was un¬ 
der the care of the church, such as the hospital. But 
today the state has taken over the whole field of public 
health. There is not a person in this room who en¬ 
joys vitality today that is not indebted very largely to 
the care of the state, for the very strength that is en¬ 
abling you to share in all of the joys and activities of 
this conference. 

I could speak of other spheres that passed from the 
church into the keeping of the state. Let’s come back 
and inquire. Is the old slogan of the separation of 
church and state to remain unchanged, unchallenged? 
Well, I think not. I think any minister in the land will 
fail to do his duty that does not energize the education 
of all the children, white and black; public health and 
sanitation, and all the other things that the modern 
state is endeavoring to foster in the interest of the peo¬ 
ple. That is a great sphere for the preacher today. If 
he is misled by that old slogan of the separation of 
church and state and stands religiously off of the 
grounds of the state, he will be shorn like Samson of 
his strength. 

I think the Christian Association is teaching minis¬ 
ters larger spheres of usefulness today in co-operation 
with the state. 

The next point I want to make is that it is honorable 
in all to hold office. We have, however, to bear in mind 
that offices are few. Now under a monarchy, office was 
practically the only way of effecting the public good 
and one’s own private gain; and, therefore, the privil¬ 
ege of handing his shirt to the king was about one of 
the most coveted in the kingdom, because you could 
whisper into the ear of the king your particular re¬ 
quest. Now in a democracy, every man counts accord¬ 
ing to his character and his capacity to serve. While 
office is desirable and gives power, it is likewise true in 
a democracy that the publicist is often the most influen¬ 
tial man. Every one present can share in the spirit of 
the publicist. 

Now, what do I mean by a publicist? I will venture 
to say that there won’t be more than ten or fifteen men 
in this conference who will hold great offices. I see 
no reason, however, why every man should not count 
as a publicist, no matter where he lives, whether he is 
in business or not, whether he is a lawyer or a Y. M. 
C. A. secretary. Let’s take a few instances. Walter 
H. Page, Albert Shaw, Edgar Gardner Murphy. 

Now take Dr. Weatherford. It is primarily as a pub¬ 
licist that he is counting in this nation. I heard his 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Press Comments on “The Negro From Africa to America. 

ANY press comments on the above volume 
written by W. D. Weatherford have come 
to our table, and it is interesting to see how 
a book of this kind is received by reviewers. 

Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, the editor of the 
Crisis and leader of the fighting wing of the Negro 
people, wrote a long review in the columns of the Na¬ 
tion, in which he speaks of the author as a “well mean¬ 
ing man, who, in spite of himself, is oleagenous and 
patronizing.” “In his interpretation of the Negro Mr. 
Weatherford is frequently at fault. He has difficulty in 
understanding the self determining, intelligent black 
man who stands on his own feet. He is continually 
quoting the smoother phrases of the late Booker Wash¬ 
ington and the present Dr. Moton. Yet the net verdict 
on Mr. Weatherford’s book must be favorable, it is the 
best thing the white South has produced.” 

Carter Woodson, editor of the Journal of Negro His¬ 
tory, likewise belonging to the fighting or protesting 
wing of the Negro people, finds serious fault with the 
whole book. He thinks too much space is given to the 
African background, too much to slavery and not 
enough to political rights and other modern problems. 
He particularly protests against the setting forth of the 
weaknesses of the Negro, and constantly demands that 
the same weaknesses of the white man be exposed. One 
is almost tempted to ask Mr. Woodson to do this for us, 
as it is another story entirely from the one presented in 
this book and would certainly make interesting and in¬ 
structive reading. 

Miss Mary White Ovington, of the N. A. A. C. P., 
writes in the Norfolk Journal and Guide of September 
20th : “This Southern white man has written a Booker 
T. Washington book, and has done it with sympathy 
and erudition.” The book, thinks Miss Ovington, 
“shows its Southern bias by its omissions,” but she 
adds, “it stands for the opinion of the advance guard 
of the enlightened South today.” “When one remem¬ 
bers the impassioned diatribes of Smith in his ‘Color 
Line,’ the white-washed studies of Stone, plantation 
lord of Mississippi; even the pleadings of Edgar Gard¬ 
iner Murphy for Noblesse Oblige, one doubly appre¬ 
ciates Dr. Weatherford, and sees how far a portion of 
the South has traveled in the new century.” 

Mr. C. A. Hibberd, of the Literary Lantern, a re¬ 
view sheet which distributes “book talk” to scores of 
peoples, says, in the “Virginia Pilot,” “We admit that 
we took up the book with fear and trembling, expecting 
the author to advance some cure-all which would over¬ 
night solve the race problem. But there was nothing of 
the kind. Weatherford’s idea is that the solution will 

find itself once the problem is approached undertstand- 
ingly. Dr. Weatherford is the author of a notable 
string of books on the race question, and it is our proph¬ 
ecy that this, his latest book, will for some years remain 
the high-water mark in the discussion of the question.” 

Dr. Charles A. Ellwood, professor of sociology at the 
University of Missouri, writes: “In my opinion this 
book will become the standard text for all university 
courses dealing with the Negro in America.” 

Dr. John A. Hill, of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, in his book talk for September, writes: 
“Even the most optimistic are scarcely prepared for 
this exhaustive, even monumental work. Dr. Weather¬ 
ford brings to his task the impartial spirit of the real 
scholar, and the conservative judgment of a trained in¬ 
vestigator. The author proposes no fanciful theories 
of social adjustment, but advocates the philosophy of 
doing the next thing in understanding the Negro’s ra¬ 
cial characteristics, in practicing the principles of so¬ 
cial justice to all peoples. We rejoice in this excep¬ 
tional book, and we congratulate Dr. Weatherford upon 
this notable achievement.” 

Mr. W. A. Aery, editor of the Southern Workman, 
one of the most constructive journals on race problems, 
published at Hampton Institute, Virginia, in the Sep¬ 
tember number, writes: “This encyclopedic study 
gives valuable and essential data for a thoroughgoing 
study of some of the many problems which millions of 
God’s worthy sons and daughters of African descent 
have to face, through days and years of deep shadows 
and steady progress. It presents principles which are 
as sane as they are justified by experience. Dr. Weath¬ 
erford gives a vivid cross-section of human life. He 
shows with clearness and force the interactions of ra¬ 
cial groups in general and the evolution of the Negro 
group in particular. He reviews those phases of his¬ 
tory, economics, politics, and social theory which have 
affected the progress of the Negro group. He has un¬ 
hesitatingly and fearlessly described some of the 
“backwashes” in the history of the Negro. He states 
the facts of race prejudice and points the way—the way 
of understanding and good will—to peace. Dr. Weath¬ 
erford states facts clearly; offers for study conflicting 
opinions; comes to a conclusion, which is based on 
Christian education and which is stated in terms of un¬ 
selfish and unfailing service of man to man, regardless 
of race, color, or creed. This study, because of the 
knowledge which it releases, places new responsibility 
upon those who have power—money, office, influence— 
and calls for greater co-operation in the essentials of 
life—tolerance, good will, and service.” 
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The Spirit of the Atonement1" 
Bishop E. G. Richardson 

HAT is the spirit of the atonement? What 
is the spirit that was back of the atone¬ 
ment? Every now and then somebody 
tries to find out the reason for the atone¬ 
ment and they always find it in the need of 

the human heart. They say that man was so wicked 
that Christ came in order that this wickedness might be 
taken away from him, since there was no other way. 
They say that man’s condition was so destitute that 
Christ came in order that he might be rid of the desti¬ 
tution that otherwise he could not be rid of. They say 
that humanity’s need was so great and his hopelessness 
so extreme that therefore Christ came to bring man 
back to God. Now all of this, of course, is true. We 
were hopeless. We were, without Christ, destitute. 
There was no other way by which we could be saved 
from sin and brought to righteousness unless God Him¬ 
self had done it. 

When God is giving to us the reason back of the 
atonement, He does not find it in the human heart but 
in the Divine heart. He does not say man was so bad 
that He had to come; He says, “I was so good that I had 
to come.” He does not say man was so wicked; He 
says, “My character was such that the atonement was a 
necessity.” When, instead of asking men, we ask God 
Himself the reason of the atonement, He replies to us— 
St. John, the third chapter and sixteenth verse—“For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” The spirit, then, back of 
the atonement, is love. The foundation of the atone¬ 
ment is love. It is not the hopelessness of the human 
heart, it is the character of the divine heart. That is, 
God must save His children or lose Himself. If God 
had not exhausted even omnipotence in the effort to re¬ 
deem His children, they would have been lost because 
He failed to do it. God would have been lost also. We 
would have gone down to destruction and, going down, 
we would have dragged God down with us. If He had 
not loved there would have been no necessity—but if He 
had not loved He would have been a terrible creature. 
The more powerful He is, the more terrible He would 
have been ,and instead of any thought of love arising 
for God, we would have been terrified at the thought of 
God. Instead of wanting to get close to Him, we would 
have gone as far away from Him as possible. 

*A stenographic report of an address delivered at Blue 
Ridge, during the Missionary Education Conference, June 2 9, 
1924. 

The spirit back of the atonement was love, and you 
and I must have this spirit if we are to perform our 
duties of the present day and solve the problems. We 
must have this spirit of love, or else we will be doing 
our duty, but doing it in an un-Christlike way. If we 
are to have the spirit of the atonement in our approach 
to the duties and the tasks of the days, there must be in 
our hearts, as there was in the heart of God, the under¬ 
lying foundation of love. That, then, is the first mes¬ 
sage that I would bring to you this morning about the 
spirit of the atonement as it is related to us in our 
everyday living and the solution of the problems that 
we have to face. We must face them and we must per¬ 
form these tasks with the background of love. 

Now, let us ask ourselves next, not what was the 
spirit back of the atonement, but what was the spirit in 
the atonement? When this spirit back of the atone¬ 
ment made it a necessity and God, in the person of 
Christ, came to earth, what was the spirit in the atone¬ 
ment? I find it in the 28th verse of the twentieth 
chapter of St. Matthew; “Even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” That is the spirit 
—first of service and then of sacrifice. If we are to 
have in our tasks the spirit of the atonement, we must 
catch the spirit of service and of sacrifice. 

Now, only a few moments of meditation will suf¬ 
fice to remind us of the fact that Jesus stressed very 
much the spirit of service. Over and over again lie 
tried to get into the minds of his disciples the concep¬ 
tion of service that he had. We are compelled to admit, 
with only a moment of meditation, that he failed. The 
disciples did not catch the spirit of service as Christ 
had it. They never did. Take this very incident that 
I read in our Lord’s life—it was almost at the end of 
His life. He was on His way up to Jerusalem for that 
last dreadful tragedy, and on that occasion he was try¬ 
ing to prepare the minds of His disciples. He took 
them and told them what was coming: “Behold, we 
go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be be¬ 
trayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall crucify him 
to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify 
him.” Then came the mother of Zebedee’s children and 
made the request, right on top of our Lord’s revelation 
of the fact that He was on His way to the crucifixion. 
All she could think of was the exaltation of her sons. 
“Master, I have a request to make of you.” “What is 
it?” “When you come into your kingdom, when you 
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are set up on your throne, won’t you please let John sit 
on your right hand and James on your left?” The 
choicest places in the kingdom. Now we read that 
when the disciples heard it, they were moved with in¬ 
dignation. Why? Because this woman had gotten 
ahead of them with her request. Every one of them 
had his eye on the same spot and there was not one but 
wanted the right-hand seat and, if not that, the left- 
hand one. But one of these two places they must have. 
Each one must have the highest in the kingdom. The 
place, by its very location, manifested the fact that the 
one that occupied it was very high in the kingdom. And 
that was at the end of our Lord’s life—after all that 
He had said in trying to get into the minds of the dis¬ 
ciples the thought of service. 

On this last journey that He was to make it is re¬ 
corded that He saw the disciples talking earnestly, and 
after awhile when they were sitting resting, he said, 
“What was it you were talking about as you conversed 
so earnestly on the roadside?” They were all stricken 
dumb; there was not one that wanted to tell, because 
under the clear gaze of the eye of our Master they saw 
that what they had been talking about was something 
un-Christlike. Jesus said, “You don’t need to tell me, 
I know. You were asking which of you was going to 
have the greatest place in the kingdom, and now I am 
going to tell you.” He took a little child and put him 
in the midst and said, “The one of you that will be 
greatest in my kingdom will be the one who becomes 
the most like this little child. Ye know that the princes 
of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they 
that are great exercise authority upon them. But it 
shall not be so among you ; but whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your servant.” 

On the last evening that our Lord was to spend in 
the flesh with His disciples we read that after supper 
He rose from His place and girded Himself with a towel 
and took a basin and went and got down on His knees 
and started to wash their feet. No wonder the words 
were spoken by one of them: “Lord, dost thou wash my 
feet?” “Unless I wash thy feet thou hast no part with 
me,” and after He finished, He said, “I have set you an 
example. Ye call me Lord and Master, for ye say well, 
for so I am. If then I, your Lord and Master, have- 
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet.” 

Now, what are we to take from that? Are we to 
join the association of feet washers? There is an as¬ 
sociation of those people who meet now and then and 
wash each other’s feet and think that they have done 
what our Lord taught them to do—when they go 
through the physical performance of washing each 
other’s feet. Is that what He meant? 

The proud Emperor of Vienna used to wash the 
feet of twelve men a year. They would be seated on a 
pedestal and he would wash their feet and say that he 
followed the Master’s command. Now had he done it? 
I want to call your attention to several things: In the 
first place, those feet were very thoroughly scrubbed 
before he got there. In the second place, there was a 
flunky standing alongside of him with perfumed water 
and a silk towel to hand to him that he might wipe the 
feet. After he had gone through that farce was there 
any thought that he had caught the spirit of the cross or 
had done that which our Saviour said to do when He 
said: “I have set you an example. If I, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet, ye ought to wash one 
another’s feet?” 

It is quite possible to go through the form of serv¬ 
ice—to seem to have the spirit of service and to have 
in the heart an attitude that is absolutely un-Christ- 
like. Do you think that that emperor thought that 
those twelve men were his equal? Do you think that 
there was any thought on his part that he was perform¬ 
ing a bit of service for men that he was trying to bene¬ 
fit? No, and the disciples never got our Lord’s view¬ 
point, either. They were perfectly willing to serve for 
a little while. They were perfectly willing to follow 
Jesus for a few years, but every one of them had his 
eye on the throne at the end. They always thought of 
Jesus on the throne ruling, and they ruling with Him. 
They never got His spirit of service—it was always a 
thought of what they were going to get in the end. 
It was a road along which they had to go. A hard road, 
but it led them to the place where they would not have 
to serve any more. But Jesus had no such thought as 
that. He was not walking a way to lead Him to some 
higher place. It was walking along the road of serv¬ 
ice which was glory for Him. 

The disciples never got that spirit and it is not -easy 
for us to get it. It is quite possible for some of us to 
have the spirit to condescend to some such form of 
service as the emperor was willing to go through. 
There is no thought that we are benefiting those who 
are our equals and have the same claim upon Christ as 
we have. It is quite possible in our form of service to 
have a supercilious attitude that entirely removes it 
from any Christlike resemblance. I wonder how many 
of us here this morning have a feeling in our hearts 
that there is something in Anglo-Saxon blood that is 
superior to any other form of blood in any other people. 
If you and I, Anglo-Saxons, ever give ourselves for the 
benefit of others who belong to any other race, I wonder 
if we feel that we are really conferring a favor on these 
other races and that we are showing a condescension in 
being willing to serve those who do not belong to this 
race to which we belong. I wonder if that is Christlike. 
I wonder if Christ had any such thought Himself. “Ye 
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call me Lord and Master, and ye say well, for so I am.” 
No superior character to Christ ever walked this earth. 
Did Christ have any feeling of superiority? Was there 
any thought of condescension in Him when He bowed 
down and washed the feet of His disciples? My 
friends, there is nothing especially beneficial or fine 
about Anglo-Saxon blood. If you were to take half a 
dozen different kinds of bloods and put them in test 
tubes and ask the chemist to tell you which was Anglo- 
Saxon, he could not do it. He could not pick out the 
Mongolian from the African blood—he could not pick 
out the African from the Hindu—they all look alike. 
There is something that you and I have that these other 
races do not have, but it is not blood—it is heritage. 
It is something that has come to us from the past, and 
it imposes upon us a solemn obligation to understand 
Christ better. It is not the benefit of the Anglo-Saxon 
blood, it is the benefit from the blood of Jesus Christ. 
And the fact that your race and my race have had that 
blood longer than these other peoples imposes an obliga¬ 
tion upon us. You have heard a lot about the wdiite 
man’s burden. Some of you young people here will be 
going out in forms of service to other races. I am not 
asking you whether you are going out in service or not, 
I am asking you, With what spirit are you going out? 
Is it Christlike? Is the spirit of the atonement in your 
heart? If Christ had any spirit of condescension or 
superciliousness in His dealings with men, would He 
have drawn men to Him? Would the cross lifted up 
draw mankind to Him if there had been a feeling of 
pride? 

The spirit of atonement should be in our relation¬ 
ships of everyday life. The spirit of service, not serv¬ 
ice because of any higher aim—service in itself as the 
most glorious characteristic that can thrill us. If we 
have any temptation whatever to have a feeling of con¬ 
descension we will get over it in time when we come to 
the clear knowledge of truth as we see it in the other 
world. We will know better and we won’t want to 
boss others around, for we read that in Heaven His 
servants serve Him night and day. Service is eternal. 

And the other spirit that we find in the atonement 
is the spirit of sacrifice, “Even as the Son of Man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
His life a ransom for many.” Service at a cost. I 
suppose that service is never service unless it is at a 
cost. We really ought to feel sorry for those who are 
denied the privilege of sacrifice. There seem to be 
such people. Sometimes we talk of them as having 
been born with a silver spoon in their mouths—born to 
high places—born to large wealth and positions of in¬ 
fluence and power. And we have a tendency to envy 
them. Instead of envy, if we had the clear spirit of the 
atonement, we would be pitying them and rejoicing in 

the fact that the very circumstances of our life have 
made it possible and easy for us to make sacrifices. 

The rich young man had the privilege of making a 
sacrifice, but he was not willing to do it, and he went 
away into oblivion. He wanted to continue to be rich, 
and he did, I suppose, but he has been lost—absolutely 
lost—because he was not willing to make the sacrifice— 
which was like that of our Lord. 

The moment you talk about our Lord giving His 
life, almost instinctively we leap to the cross and we 
talk about His death being a sacrifice. We talk about 
the crucifixion. But Jesus, when He talked about giv¬ 
ing His life, was not thinking of the crucifixion—He 
was thinking of His life and the crucifixion as only one 
step. He came not to be crucified; He came to give His 
life from the beginning to the end. When we think of 
sacrifice associated with Jesus we think of the cross, 
but the greatest manifestation of the sacrifice in our 
Lord’s life is not on the cross. I do not see how you 
can think of any higher sacrifice than when you find 
him in the manger. Suppose we think of ourselves go¬ 
ing to that little manger with those shepherds and we 
see that little baby laying in the manger. You go there 
and you take up that little baby’s hand. If you let go, it 
drops. There is not enough power in that hand to hold 
itself up. And what hand was that? That hand is the 
hand which, up until now, has upheld all things by it¬ 
self, and now He has sacrificed so that it can’t hold it¬ 
self up. And you look at that little head and you know 
that inside is a brain. It does not even know its mother 
from itself. And what brain is that? That is the brain 
that said, “Let there be order,” and there was order. 
And now He has sacrificed Himself so that He does not 
know any more than any new-born baby. The Apostle 
said, “He emptied himself—made himself of no reputa¬ 
tion.” How can you sacrifice yourself any more? If 
I had here a glass of water and poured every bit out, 
how could I pour out any more? So how could there 
be any greater sacrifice than Jesus’ birth? The sacri¬ 
fice that He talked about is a sacrifice that began when 
He was willing to be born, and only culminated on Cal¬ 
vary ; the last step, but not the greatest. All else would 
have been lost if it had not been for that, but all the 
way along there was sacrifice—rejoicing sacrifice. 

Now is that the spirit of atonement that we have? 
Many of you young people here are looking on the up¬ 
ward side of life and are expecting to make sacrifices, 
but in what spirit? The spirit of the atonement? The 
joyful spirit with which He came to His sacrifice? Is 
it the joyful spirit that those have who really have 
caught His spirit? St. Paul said, “I lost everything 
that I had spent years in accumulating, but they 
amounted to nothing. I spent years in accumulating 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Southern College of Y. M. C. A. Student Body 

OUTHERN COLLEGE OF Y. M. C. A., which holds its summer quarter at Blue 

Ridge, and its three winter quarters at Nashville, Tennessee, opened on September 

24th, with graduate students holding degrees from the following thirteen institutions: 

Vanderbilt University, Washington and Lee University, University of Alabama, Maryville 

College, Springfield (Y. M. C. A.) College, Hiram College, Normal School of Physical 

Training, A. & M. College of Mississippi, Emory and Henry College, Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute, Ching Hua College in China, Clem son College, University of South Carolina. 

In addition to graduate students, the college enrolled students who had two or more years 

of college training from the following twelve institutions: Vanderbilt University, University 

of Tennessee, Central Kentucky Normal, Peabody College, Maryville College, Mississippi 

Normal College, Mercer University, Millsaps College, Austin College (Texas), Clemson 

College, University of Wisconsin, Chicago College (Y. M. C. A.). 

Our student body is thoroughly representative and one of which any institution should be 

proud. 
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The House Built on Sand'1' 
Dr. A. Bruce Curry 

“Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say”—“like a stupid man who built his house 
on sand—and doivn it fell—with a mighty crash.” 

o not these words of Jesus find the weak 
' spot in the position of His followers today? 

There is a growing number among them¬ 
selves who feel that it does, and who are be¬ 
ginning to add their protest to that of out¬ 

siders. From Winston Churchill’s “Inside of the Cup” 
to Channing Pollack’s current play, “The Fool,” there 
has been a growing response to the appeal to get back 
to the simple and logical obedience to Him whom we 
call Lord. 

In the endeavor to explain the alleged failure of 
Christianity, the cleanest hit was made by Chesterton 
in his remark, “Christianity has not been tried and 
found wanting; it has been found difficult and not 
tried.” But this new charge that the way of Jesus has 
not been tried has rumbled around the world, shaking 
all Christendom from its contented slumbers. It has 
begun to dawn on thousands that the popular heresy, 
“Christianity will not work,” has betrayed the fol¬ 
lowers of Jesus into lowering His standards to get 
something that would work, until the present thing 
called Christianity would not be recognized by its foun¬ 
der. The religion of Jesus has been well-nigh lost. 

If one doubts this, he has only to reread the Ser¬ 
mon on the Mount, ignoring for the time being the des¬ 
perate subterfuges of conventional interpretation 
which have tamed down that revolutionary charter of 
Christian life. Or, we may cease defending the ac¬ 
cepted order long enough to give ear to such statements 
as the following, made by students from other lands 
and quoted by Dr. Fleming: “Christianity no doubt is 
good, but it is not easy to find a Christian.” “I know 
of only two or three men here whom I would call Chris¬ 
tians.” “Here and there is an occasional flicker of the 
true Christian spirit, but America’s young people are 
mostly un-Christian.” “If you were at all like the Ser¬ 
mon on the Mount, or even like the prophetic ideals of 
Israel, Asia would fall down and worship before your 
God.” “You have given us an incrusted Christ.” 

What is to be the outcome of this rising tide of dis¬ 
content? Can we ourselves rediscover the religion of 
Jesus? What would happen if we really took Jesus se¬ 
riously? Can His religion actually be lived out? Can 

*A stenographic report of one of several addresses delivered 
at the Student Y. W. C. A. Conference, June 8, 1924. 

we ever escape His charge that we call Him Lord, but 
do not the things which He says? 

I 

Some Past Efforts 

We may be helped in answering such questions by 
a study of movements which have been made in this 
direction. Not new in the world is this quest to get 
back to the intent of God for the life of man, life at its 
best, as against the misconceptions accruing from the 
past. Jesus built on the Judaism of his day, but so 
criticized it as having missed the mind of God for hu¬ 
man life that an almost new religion, the religion of 
Jesus, was set up in the world. But not many centuries 
had passed before His religion became so overlaid with 
weakening interpretations, so warped in its applica¬ 
tions to life, that a first century follower of Jesus would 
have pronounced it unrecognizable. 

At the beginning of the thirteenth century comes a 
St. Francis of Assisi, repudiating many false accre¬ 
tions, and leading out a band of followers in the spirit 
of Jesus’ own simplicity, poverty, and love, to minister 
to the poor, the sick, the lepers, the outcast masses. 
So powerful is this movement that it numbers to this 
day some twenty-six thousand adherents. But it has 
always been overshadowed by the less Christlike prac¬ 
tices of the enormous body of the church which made 
no serious effort to return to Jesus’ way as St. Francis 
saw it. Nor did he break away from the church suffi¬ 
ciently to deliver his movement from the chilling hand 
of conservatism. 

The Protestant Reformation was in essence an at¬ 
tempt to rediscover the original Christianity by an ap¬ 
peal from the authority of the church to the New Testa¬ 
ment records. Its weakness was that it did not go far 
enough. The roots of dogmatic authority were not 
eradicated. Less than one hundred years had passed 
before “the dogmatic formularies of the Lutheran 
church had usurped the position which Luther himself 
had assigned to the Bible alone, and, as a consequence, 
only they were studied and preached, while the Bible 
was neglected in the family, the study, the pulpit and 
the university.” (Enc. Brit., Article “Pietism.”) And 
similar processes developed in other branches of the 
Protestant movement. So much so that to this day 
Protestants, like Catholics, are reared in the authorita¬ 
tive but washed-out conceptions of Christianity inher¬ 
ited from the fathers rather than from Jesus Himself. 
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Efforts have persisted to push the reformation to its 
logical conclusion. The Pietists in Germany, the Puri¬ 
tans, Quakers, and other sects in England and Amer¬ 
ica, represent just such attempts. But they have never 
been wholly successful; for some of them used the 
method of force and intolerance; others pitched their 
gospel on a narrow, partial, individualistic basis; all of 
them belonged to a world of mediaeval thinking which 
leaves them stranded in our modern world. For, as 
Edwin Tenney Brewster has pointed out (“The Un¬ 
derstanding of Religion,” chapter on “The New Refor¬ 
mation”) : “The Protestant Reformation came almost 
two hundred years too soon. It belongs, therefore, to 
the late Middle Ages instead of to the early modern pe¬ 
riod, and so is on the wrong side of the great gulf that 
separates the darkness from the light. ... It left the 
entire substructure of mediaeval thinking untouched—- 
the Protestant Reformation proved only a false dawn, 
and the whole job has to be done over again from the 
bottom.” 

In a word, none of these efforts of the past has given 
us what Glenn Frank pleads for (quoting Kirsop- 
phake), a faith that will “satisfy the soul of the saint 
without disgusting the intellect of the scholar.” And 
none of them, since that of Jesus himself, has broken 
courageously enough and drastically enough with the 
old order to prevent the strong old roots from sapping 
the life of the seedling planted so close by. Nevertheless, 
these movements have kept alive the spirit of daring 
adventure in the search for life at its best; and such of 
them as persist to our day are an open challenge to the 
rest of Christendom. 

II 

Some Modern Suggestions 

Today throughout the world there is stirring in the 
breasts of mankind a conviction that the new world 
cannot be built on the rotten foundations which gave 
way beneath the old. There is an almost pathetic at¬ 
tempt to rush some new foundation underneath before 
the dead weight of the superstructure makes this im¬ 
possible. 

In India arises a Ghandi, prophet of three hundred 
million people, calling a halt on the present building 
program and pleading for a total revision of the plans. 
Ghandi says to the western nations: “Your whole con¬ 
ception of life is false. Your standards of success, your 
use of force, your worship of mechanistic progress 
can never bring you peace and happiness. You must 
learn that life does not consist in the abundance of 
things which a man possesses. You must learn that 
the kingdom of happiness and enduring success lies 
within and not without.” Has any voice of prophet 
spoken so directly to your heart and mine since match¬ 
less words rang out by the shores of Galilee? And are 
not the words of Ghandi but the echo of His whom we 
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call Lord? What more is he saying to us than simply 
that we bring our life into line with our protestations 
of discipleship to Jesus? 

In Europe comes the Youth Movement—“The Re¬ 
volt of Youth”—repudiating the false gods of the 
hearth, the school, the church, and the state, who be¬ 
trayed their fathers. These young people propose to 
get out from under the whole unhappy old order and 
get back to simplicities, back to nature (they do not say 
God), back to the human heart, back to rapport with 
childhood, back to the real values of life. They do not 
know that this is precisely the meaning of Jesus. They 
have lost Him in the false interpretations of His 
avowed followers and for want of Him they run to 
harmful excesses. “They want to live colorfully, 
bravely, freely, and all about them they see a genera¬ 
tion of complaining, befuddled, unhappy older people.” 
Is this not what our American youth are distractedly 
seeking in their own way? Is it not what Sinclair 
Lewis’ “Babbitt” sought in vain? Is it not what stirs 
the restless youth left in the hearts of all of us? And 
it does not dawn upon most of us that the religion of 
Jesus could possibly give us the color, the freedom, the 
adventure which we crave. Christianity has lost its 
original “kick.” 

Certain “fellowships” and similar groups, composed 
largely of Christian folk, are stimulating us to helpful 
self-criticism of our house built upon the sand. There 
is the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Fellowship 
of Youth for Peace, aiming at the way of Jesus in re¬ 
lation to war and industrial conditions. The Fellow¬ 
ship for a Christian Social Order also seems a hopeful 
sign of this trend. I know also of a movement in the 
universities of England and of our own East which 
emphasizes vital personal reformation and a clean 
break with lower but commonly accepted moral stand¬ 
ards. The danger is that all such advances will be 
made on too narrow a front. There must be concerted 
action along the whole line before the way of Jesus 
can be put to a fair test. 

I cannot pass by the list of modern suggestions for 
life at its best without mentioning Mr. H. G. Wells, 
dreamer and prophet extraordinary to the English- 
speaking world. If his modern Utopia, as portrayed in 
“Men Like Gods,” dees seem a long way off, I venture 
to suggest that a return to Jesus’ way of life might 
greatly shorten the gap between men and gods, whether 
or not we agree with Wells as to the details of the pic¬ 
ture. 

Ill 

The Christian Way Out 

If the modern suggestions of which I have just been 
speaking do not fully satisfy, why do we not come 
straight at this religion of Jesus and ask what it would 
be like if we should actually rediscover it? 
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Dr. Samuel Zane Batten describes it this way 
(“Why Not Try Christianity?”) : “It is that great 
system of light and truth and power revealed to us in 
the life and work and truth of the Son of Man. In its 
scope it is the idea of a Kingdom of God on earth ; a hu¬ 
man society redeemed in all its parts and organized ac¬ 
cording to the will of God. In its inner principle it 
rests upon the Fatherhood of God as revealed in Christ, 
and the Brotherhood of Man as realized in a life of 
service. In its dynamic power it means the spirit of 
love and brotherhood, of equality and service in all 
relations of life. In its method it is the permeation of 
all life by the spirit of Christ and the transformation of 
life into the glory of the kingdom. It demands that 
men organize life in all of its relations in terms of jus¬ 
tice, love, service and brotherhood.” 

A simpler, more radical, and better rounded state¬ 
ment I heard made by Hon. J. Stitt Wilson. He said 
that the religion of Jesus has at its heart the following- 
seven essentials: 

1. The spiritual viewpoint, philosophy and reliance 
as over against the materialistic. 

2. The way of peace, based on forgiveness, leading 
to oneness with God, unification of personality, poise, 
freedom from worry. 

3. Empowered and illumined personality. 

4. Justice and good will in social, economic and pD- 
litical relationships. 

5. Redemption of the body; healing and control; the 
gifts of the spirit. 

6. Association and fellowship with unseen spiritual 
personalities. 

7. Immortal life as a vision of present reality—as 
something which now is, not “ is going to be.” 

I will leave you to judge whether each of these 
points is plainly set forth in the life and teachings of 
Jesus and His earliest followers; also you must judge 
whether we are reproducing it today, or whether it is 
virtually lost. Imagine the state of things if a majority 
of Christians were in possession of this way of life of 
Jesus, then compare the picture with our present state 
of things in personal and world relationships. 

Instead of accepting the statements of others as to 
the essential character of the religion of Jesus, it 
would doubtless be better for us to go back and read the 
Gospels to catch afresh the mind, the spirit, the method, 
the principles of Jesus. This we should have to do, 
however, without the interlining of customary and con¬ 
ventional accommodations and explanations which have 
thrown the picture out of focus for most of us from 
infancy. It might be well to dip into the Book of Acts 
and the Epistles also, just to see how far the earliest 
followers of Jesus got along in their attempt to fashion 

life anew from the pattern He had showed them. They 
got hold of something that turned the world upside 
down. We might come to agree with Dean Robbins 
in saying: “The failure of Christianity is largely due 
to the complacency of those within her borders who 
have mistaken the church for a sort of transcendental 
life insurance company. She no longer turns the world 
upside down with the zeal of her charity.” 

Jesus himself pointed out to the Pharisees, the “best 
people” of His day, just how they had come to stray so 
far from the original intent of the law, which was for 
them the progressive revelation of the mind of God for 
their best life. He showed them (Mark 7: 8-23) that 
their first step had been to lay aside the commandments 
themselves and to guide instead by second-hand inter¬ 
pretations and applications furnished by the rabbis. 
At first these were footnotes, modestly put at the bot¬ 
tom of the page, so to speak. But they had come to be 
exalted to a place of equal value with the commands of 
God and so adhered to. The second false step had been 
to reject the exacting, direct requirements of the law 
in order to follow the footnotes. This “in order to” 
clearly implies that in the course of time the footnotes 
had come to violate the spirit and intent of the com¬ 
mandments, so that both could not be kept at once. 
It is of the genius of footnotes to get the upper hand of 
the text. They are more plausible, more practicable, 
less idealistic, less forbidding,—and seemingly “just 
as good.” The religious authorities and the best peo¬ 
ple put the stamp of approval on them. Yet Jesus saw 
these traditional interpretations as the subtle enemies 
of the original commands, choking them into desuetude 
and annulment. 

An honest reading of the sayings of Jesus will con¬ 
vince you that they have been treated by a similar pro¬ 
cess of weakening interpretations. The Sermon on the 
Mount alone will furnish a score of His precepts which 
Christians theoretically hold, but practically ignore, 
making themselves doubly liable to the censure of their 
Master. Thus He said, “Love your enemies,” and we 
footnote, “This does not apply to Germans.” He said, 
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,” and 
our note is, “unless you give one-tenth to the church.” 
Complete the list for yourself. Well might Jesus say to 
His followers today, “Ye make void my words by your 
traditional interpretations.” 

IV 

How Shall We Go About It? 

This is the question the practical man will ask. 
Granted that we have made the mistake of building on 
sand and stand in imminent danger of the wind and 
flood that may bring our house down with a mighty 
crash, how, at this stage, can we shift to new founda- 
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tions? How much excavation is required to get down 
to rock? How much will all this cost us? Where shall 
we live while the change is being made? And who will 
guarantee that the floods won’t get us anyway? Be¬ 
cause it is at this practical point we are balked, I pro¬ 
pose to answer straightforwardly, drawing freely on 
the “best minds,” which seem to me to have a construc¬ 
tive word for us. 

First, then, let it be frankly said that much of the 
old house will have to come down. Much of its ma¬ 
terials cannot be used at all in the new structure. It is 
not a matter of rolling an old house over to safer foun¬ 
dations. The materials, both old and new, must be 
tested by the Master Carpenter. Do they come up to 
His specifications? 

Second, it stands to reason that the mass of us, 
strongly attached to the old place, having lived in it 
thus far in some way, will vote against any such violent 
change unless we come to believe for ourselves that the 
old structure is absolutely unsafe. This conviction 
comes when we are fair enough to heed the criticism of 
outsiders not hampered by our emotional prejudices; 
when we wake to the large volume of discontent within 
the family; when we sense the inadequacy of the old 
structure to meet the needs of the new day; when we 
scan the forecast of storms likely to break in the near 
future; but most of all when we get a vision of the 
“House Beautiful” that was intended by the Master 
Builder, and see how shabby and cheap the old house 
looks in comparison. 

Supposing we see all this and are ready to hazard 
the change at all costs, let us drop figures of speech 
and come down to straight talk about the steps we 
must take. 

1. Briefly, and most obviously, we must return to 
diligent and impartial study of the New Testament rec¬ 
ords in order to reconstruct a plan of life which would 
truly express the mind of Jesus. We must go back to 
those records, however, not relying upon them as 
equally and externally authoritative, but reading them 
in the light of the modern historical approach, that we 
may discover most clearly the Jesus of history. This 
approach may be used by any intelligent layman with 
some brief guide, such as the ninety-page book by E. 
F. Scott entitled “The New Testament Today.” 

As Luther found the translation of the Bible into 
the vernacular of the German people a necessity for 
the success of his movement, so today the New Testa¬ 
ment must be reclaimed for the masses of the people, 
who are twice unread in it because they have been fed 
on the “footnotes.” Even the vernacular translations 
so popular at present will not release the keen-cutting 
words of Jesus, if one continued to understand them in 
the accepted sense. 

2. The original portrait of Jesus and his way of life 
having thus been restored from beneath the century-old 
coats of dust and varnish, some Christians must actual¬ 
ly begin to follow that Jesus and that way of life. 
This means that they will substitute the religion of 
Jesus for Christianity. They must be ready for mar¬ 
tyrdom, for they are likely to be excommunicated by 
church, not only, but also by business and society and 
the state, for they will be breaking with the herd opin¬ 
ion, and the herd action—and this the herd will not tol¬ 
erate. 

3. These new and actual followers of Jesus must 
demonstrate a new quality of life. They must depend 
upon the spirit, not upon matter ; upon the spirit and 
not upon external authority; upon the spirit and not 
upon form. Their singleness of purpose to do the will 
of God will make them one with God; this will unify 
life, bring poise, power, illumination. Like Jesus they 
must be meek and lowly of heart, teachable. Like him 
they must trust to reason, non-resistance and active 
good will in dealing with those who oppose. Like Him 
they must go unflinchingly through mocking, misun¬ 
derstanding, betrayal, and even death for the cause. 

4. We must begin by repudiating our inherited 
“footnotes,” which have emasculated and limited the 
application of Jesus’ way. We must apply that way of 
Jesus to social as well as individual life. The living of 
it will be revolutionary in home, school, industry, busi¬ 
ness, profession, church and state. How revolutionary 
we have not begun to picture. The more radical Chris¬ 
tian conscience today already has marked for destruc¬ 
tion such practices as war, race prejudice, social preju¬ 
dice, injustice in business and in industry, greed in po¬ 
litical life, denominationalism, ecclesiasticism, external 
authority, and force. Mind you, the great difference 
between disapproving these and the baring of one’s 
breast to stop their advancing lances. It is this last 
which is now called for. 

5. We must construct, while under fire from the old 
order, a new order such as will fulfill the dreams of God 
and man. Our task must not be construed in destruc¬ 
tive, negative, or passive terms. We must start to be 
and to build a new creation which Jesus called “the 
Kingdom of God” on earth. If, in the process, we draw 
fire from those who oppose this ideal, we shall be ready 
to meet it in the spirit of Jesus. He did not begin by 
breaking with Judaism, nor did His early followers. 
They began from within to “fulfill” the original intent 
of the old ideal, and were thrown out for doing so. The 
method must be, therefore, first, to seek to reinspire, 
respiritualize, reform the existing Christian societies. 
If they ally themselves with the opponents of progress 
toward the ideal of Jesus, out we shall be thrown quick¬ 
ly enough, and good riddance! The logic of history is 
on our side, that no order or age or institution or state 
can permanently thwart the eternal plan of God to get 
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his mind incarnate in human life, nor stay the response 
in the spirit of man to receive and realize that vision 
glorious. 

But someone asks: “Just how far do you mean we 
should go? Would you have us become pacifists and 
refuse to defend our country or our homes? Would 
you have us sell all that we have? How could we pro¬ 
vide for our families? Should we resign from our so¬ 
cial groups and clubs, give up the little privileges and 
amenities of life? What work could we get which 
would not involve us in the support of the present or¬ 
der?” 

I suppose no ore man has the right to answer such 
questions for all the rest. What we cannot escape is the 
obligation to work out in group thinking the solutions 
to just these questions and others which arise at once. 
I must say, however, that such radical things as these 
of my questioner are precisely the sort of thing we 
should have to do. The program leaves us aghast only 
because we have refused to tap those spiritual re¬ 
sources which are our birthright as sons of God—re¬ 
sources which, as in Jesus’ own case, would be amply 
sufficient to meet every perplexity. I must remind you 
these will not be revealed to us until we break with 
things as they are and take a venture on the untried 
path which Jesus clearly indicates. Part of the fine ad¬ 
venture would be the working out together of the prob¬ 
lems sure to present themselves. 

V 

Can We Be Sure It Would Work? 

No, we cannot. The call is for volunteers who will 
bet their lives on a glorious gamble. Let the faint of 
heart return at once to their tents. If it goes through, 
it will be accomplished by a Gideon’s three hundred, 
taking a frightful chance against the hosts of Midian. 
The thing to keep clear is that there is a chance of 
winning. It is the chance that Jesus and His first fol¬ 
lowers took. This is the essence of the faith of Jesus. 
How can we call ourselves His followers if we do not 
share His faith? Perhaps Jesus was all wrong; per¬ 
haps there is no God such as He looked to as guarantor 
of victory for love and righteousness; perhaps the ven¬ 
ture is all a mad dream. But if we think that, why de¬ 
lude ourselves by saying we are His followers? 

Because of its uncertainty the call to the new order 
appeals more to youth than it does to those who have 
suffered “that hardening of the heart that brings ir¬ 
reverence for the dreams of youth.” And there are 
signs today that youth will respond. A report of the 
recent student convention at Indianapolis, attended by 
thousands of America’s most responsible young folk, 
said: “Mr. Eddy brought a terrific indictment against 
the accepted Christian standards in industry, interra¬ 
cial relations, internationalism and war. One wonders 

what would happen if these six or seven thousand stu¬ 
dents should take Jesus seriously and turn Eddy’s 
world upside down.” From my own experience of the 
past seven months, leading students in all parts of 
America in open discussion, I can tell you there is a 
chance that they will do this very thing—take Jesus se¬ 
riously and turn the world upside down! There is a 
certain large “fellowship” throughout the colleges 
whose members make a “commitment” practically to 
this end. Their statement closes in these solemn 
words: “With the full realization that this commitment 
may involve me in personal sacrifice, social ostracism 
and financial hardship.” 

It is encouraging to know that these young people 
are not without older leadership. There is a group 
already talking about “The Revolt of the Thirties,” 
meaning the Christian leadership of that age. And 
there are still older heads directing courageous hearts 
and ready for radical changes. Such are certain well- 
known clergymen, and laymen like the editor of the 
Century Magazine (see his articles in the issues of Au¬ 
gust and October last), and Mr. Cabot, the Boston 
business man who has revealed his experiences in a re¬ 
cent number of the Atlantic. Women from many fields 
will make a vital contribution of leadership. The ranks 
of labor are producing men and women who can give 
invaluable help. It is not too much to say that over all 
the world there is a rising tide for such a new following 
of Jesus’ way. And one may hazard the guess that mil¬ 
lions now uninterested in conventional Christianity 
would rally to this new quest as a cause really worth 
dying for. Can it be possible that the call of country 
could rally its millions, while the call to make the 
world all that God and humanity long for will be met 
with aloofness? 

History proves that this actual following of Jesus 
has set the world forward just in proportion as it has 
been tried. If it fails to bring in the golden age, it will 
be because those who attempt it are not radical enough 
—use caution and play safe; or because they tackle only 
parts of the task; or because they take it out in words 
rather than actions. 

“What if wise men had, as far back as Ptolemy, 
Judged that the earth like an orange was round, 

None of them ever said, ‘Come along, follow me, 
Sail to the West and the East will be found.” 

The call is for Columbus and his crew who will set 
forth across uncharted seas to find a New World of the 
spirit, founded on the rock of obedience to the mind of 
Jesus. Will you sign for passage with this crew? Or 
will you remain with those who continue stupidly build¬ 
ing the old world on shifting sands—and waiting tor 
the crash to come? 
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The Spirit of the Atonement 
(Continued from Page 7) 

one kind of a character, one kind of a disposition, one 

kind of a consciousness. But the things that were gain 

to me I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless I have 

suffered the loss of all things and count them as 

nothing, never think of them, for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord.” That one mo¬ 

ment of knowing Christ was more than compensation 

to Saint Paul for all loss. So he didn’t go about whin¬ 

ing about the things he had lost. He rejoiced in know¬ 

ing Him and rejoiced in the privilege of suffering for 

Jesus. That is the spirit of the atonement. A spirit of 

joyful sacrifice. Is that the spirit that you and I have 

as we think of our attitude toward the problems that 

the days will bring? 

Now, of course, there is something in this message 

of the morning for every one of us. Whatever our ex¬ 

perience in the past may have been, there is some¬ 

thing in this lesson of this morning that every one of us 

can take. Because no matter what we hav e been, if we 

are faithfully following Christ we are growing, and if 

we are growing, our capacity is enlarging—our ca¬ 

pacity of knowing and loving. I wonder how many of 

you people especially noticed in the lesson last evening 

that seven verses from the twelfth chapter of Saint 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, where taken and 

connected with the thirteenth chapter on love. Now, 

the fact is that they belong together and that separa¬ 

tion deceives and prevents us from getting to the real 

truth. The last few verses of the twelfth chapter are 

a part of the thirteenth chapter. St. Paul says, In the 

church there are apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle 

workers, healers, governors, speakers with tongues. Is 

it not wonderful to perform deeds that men cannot un¬ 

derstand? Is it not remarkable to give healing to those 

who are sick? Now Saint Paul says, “I am going to 

show you something better—love is the best.” And 

then he goes on to describe love. Any of us can love. 

We cannot all have the healing gift. We cannot all 

have the power. But every one can love, and if we do, 

we have the best. All of us can have an enlarging ca¬ 

pacity of love, no matter what our experiences have 

been. 

But the message of this morning is a special mes¬ 

sage to the young people here. Many of you this morn¬ 

ing have to look on life as half over. But most of you 

have your life ahead of you. And you have high am¬ 

bitions. And you have lofty purposes. Every one of 

us who are older and who have walked this way thrill 

with the knowledge of the high ideals that are yours 

and the lofty purposes that are yours and the high 

places which you are hoping and expecting to have in 

life. To you the message of this morning is that if you 
are really to make actual the ideals of this morning, if 

you are to make facts those high hopes of this morning, 

if your dreams are to become realities, they must be 

built on the foundation of love like Christ, and it must 

be carried out as was the life of Christ in the spirit of 

sacrifice and in the spirit of service. A sacrifice from 

the joy of sacrifice and a service from the joy of help¬ 

fulness. Is that the spirit that we find today? Are wre 

willing that there should be in our lives—in the per¬ 

formance of the task that comes to us—the spirit that 

was back of the atonement, and the spirit that was in 

the atonement? 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only be¬ 

gotten Son, that whosoever loved him should not die, 

but have everlasting life.” “The Son of man came not 

to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his 

life a ransom for many.” 
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Politics and Religion 
(Continued from Page 3) 

book, just off the press, discussed in a notable group in 

New York yesterday. 

I do not know what you are going to do to get your 

bread and butter, which task is necessary; but what I 

am pleading for today is that, in addition to your bread 

and butter, you train yourself in order to bring your¬ 

self to bear as a publicist—the maker of public opinion 

in American life. 

I talked yesterday to Mr. George Foster Peabody. 

He is a fine type of a publicist—born in Columbus, Ga. 

A man who never held office; I don’t believe twelve 

yoke of oxen could draw him into office, but think of 

the weight of that man. At the time when the educa¬ 

tion of the South was at its lowest point, he said: “If 

you will bring a committee together to mould public 

opinion, I will underwrite forty thousand dollars a 

year for education.” Take him in his relation to the 

Y. M. C. A. I was in his home at Lake George, with 

only one other guest, and in the course of the dinner 

this man said, “I want to thank you for that splendid 

Y. M. C. A. building you gave us in Salt Lake City.” I 

knew somewhat of his activities, but I said, “I didn’t 

know you were interested in the Y. M. C. A.” He 

turned with a frown and said, “The Y. M. C. A. is my 

alma mater.” He attributed his training as a boy to 

Secretary Seay in Brooklyn. I saw him lay the corner¬ 

stone of a building in Silver Bay in honor of that secre¬ 

tary who gave him a cordial hand. Now it is as a pub¬ 

licist that he stands before the country. Everywhere 

he brings himself to bear in favor of the largest causes 
of mankind. 

What is the attitude of the church today? I am 

more eager for my pastor to stand in opposition to the 

Ku Klux Klan than to be sound on the Virgin Birth—- 

it is more important. I would not want my pastor to 

receive a check from a hooded man that comes in and 

hands it to him conspicuously there upon the platform. 

I would tell him, “Away with your thirty pieces of sil¬ 

ver, I will not touch it.” For that is undermining the 

very foundation of the American government today. 

It shows in one respect what I was just saying,—it is 

evidence of the revolt against government to the extent 

that there is a purpose to establish an invisible empire 

to take the place of the government set up by our 

fathers. 

The test of a minister today is in applying the spirit 

of Jesus Christ to these problems, not in pronouncing 

“shibboleths.” 
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Birmingham lays the cornerstone of the $500,000 building fund for 

Southern College of Y. M. C. A. 

At a full board meeting, held at the Central Y. M. C. A., October 21st, 

the program of Southern College was fully presented and the plans for a 

building fund outlined. The board voted unanimously to undertake its 

share of this fund, an amount of $10,000. A strong committee was ap¬ 

pointed to work out this matter at once. 

'This is the hrst Association to actually go on the dotted line. Th e em¬ 

ployed staff of the Association has subscribed the first five hundred dol¬ 

lars, and it is confidently expected that nineteen men will take the other 

shares of five hundred each. With a staff behind the College like that and 

a one hundred per cent board—ten thousand will be an easy matter. 
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BILTMORE 
FARMS 

BILTMORE, NORTH CAROLINA 

Nineteen Register of Merit (that are under test for a year’s milk and butter record) cows, at the 

Main Barn, where Certified milk is produced. First Certified milk plant in the South. 

BILTMORE Stands for the Best Certified Milk, Special Raw Milk, Pasteurized Milk, Cultured Butter¬ 
milk, Cottage Cheese, Chocolate Milk, Creol Cream Cheese, Skim Milk, Cream, Butter, Ice Cream. 



Confidence and Quality 
If there is any business today that needs CONFI¬ 
DENCE and QUALITY injected in large quanti¬ 
ties it is the Wholesale Grocery business. Square 
dealings and the giving of quality begets confi¬ 
dence. The table and Book Store at Blue Ridge 

are largely supplied by our line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
Wholesale 

Asheville, North Carolina 

THE MOUNT MITCHELL MOTOR ROAD 
The Greatest Scenic Motor Road on the Globe 

Magnificence, Grandeur and Splendor of the Wonderful Mountains of Western North Carolina only to be 
seen on a trip to the top of Mount Mitchell—the top of Eastern America—6,71 1 feet above the sea. 

If you do not experience the glory of this trip while in Western North Carolina your visit will be incomplete. 

For information and particulars, address 

SANDFORD H. COHEN, Traffic Manager, 

ASHEVIFFE, N. C. 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co. 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

GYMNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 

Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

Patronize Our 
Advertisers 

BENSON PRINTING COMPANY 
COLLEGE ANNUAL EXPERTS 

SCHOOL WORK OUR SPECIALTY 

136 FOURTH AVE., N. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

A Professional School of Graduate Grade for Training Association Secretaries In All 
Departments of Work 

FOUR QUARTERS OF TWELVE WEEKS EACH. STUDENTS CAN ENTER AT OPENING OF ANY 
QUARTER WITHOUT HANDICAP 

Fall Quarter begins at Nashville, Tenn., September 24, 1924. 
Winter Quarter begins January 1, 1925. 
Spring Quarter begins March 18. 
SUMMER Quarter begins at Blue Ridge, N. C., Tuesday, June 16. 

Co-operation with George Peabody College for Teachers, Seaman A. Knapp School of Country Life, Vanderbilt 
University, Vanderbilt School of Religion, Vanderbilt Medical College, and Scarntt College for Christian Workers. 

Seven special professors of the College assisted by the best teachers from all Nashville colleges, representing twenty 
million dollars of endowment, at our disposal. 

College graduate can take advanced work and secure M.A. degree in either Vanderbilt or Peabody while pursuing As¬ 
sociation studies. Much of Association College courses will count toward Master’s Degree in these institutions. 

For Full Details Write for Catalog 

Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Nashville, Tennessee 

WESLEY HALL, THE WINTER HOME OF SOUTHERN COLLEGE 


