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The Employed Ofh cers Conference 

HE biggest and perhaps the most important conference ever held on the Blue Ridge Grounds was this 
first conference of our past season—meeting there from May 27th to June 2d. On another page is 
shown a group picture of this conference. 

There were eight hundred and twenty delegates in attendance. These men came from every State 
of the Union and from practically every Association in North America and Canada. 

We are sorry space will not permit us to give a full report of the proceedings of this so great a gathering. It 
might be said that no former Association convention was ever held which showed so clearly the clarified mind of 
the brotherhood as regards its task, and the consciousness that the greatest opportunity which ever confronted 
the movement is immediately before it, as did this particular meeting. 

It is our purpose, in the future issues of this publication, to run certain other inspirational addresses deliv¬ 
ered at the conference. At this time we are printing two addresses which created quite as much interest as any 
other utterances delivered during the conference days. 

The following paragraph gives the opening words of Mr. J. W. Pontius, the presiding officer of the conven¬ 
tion : 

“It seems to us, of the Executive Committee of your conference, that the privilege of meeting here at Blue 
Ridge is not only a very beautiful one, but in a real sense a very wonderful one. I think it must impress every 
delegate to this conference as he views these buildings and grounds in their indescribable beautiful natural set¬ 
ting that there is here evidence upon all hands of singleness of purpose, a clear and definite plan of harmony and 
unity in working out to an objective. It is the earnest hope of those of us who have had the privilege of serving, 
that this more than any other gathering to which we have come since the close of the great World War, that this 
our twenty-fourth conference shall be stamped with the spirit of friendship and fellowship and cordial unity.” 
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The Place of the Association m the Present World Situation" 
Sherwood Eddy 

[There is and has always been a large question as to the problem of war. At the request of many members of the Employed 
Officers’ Conference, we are printing, as given, a stenographic report of the two addresses delivered by Sherwood Eddy and Dr. 
M. Ashby Jones. These two great Christian leaders are giving their own views in regard to this up-to-date and vital question.] 

ESUS summed up His way of life in the one 
all-embracing principle of love—love to 
God and love to man; love which sees ev¬ 
ery man as of infinite worth before God as 
Father, love which would gather all men in 

one great brotherhood, as one family of love, and which 
is realized through service by each, for all, in these 
three principles of personality, brotherhood and serv¬ 
ice. 

We believe that these all-inclusive principles of 
Jesus, if lived out and honestly applied, would solve the 
great social problems of our day. We face a world di¬ 
vided in industrial, racial and international strife, 
which constitute the three great unsolved problems of 
our day—the industrial problem, the race problem, and 
the war problem. 

The Industrial Problem 

In China I found boys from eight to fifteen years of 
age working from 14 to 18 hours a day in the primitive 
industries, seven days a week, with no Sunday of rest, 
and twelve hours on the day and night shift under the 
modern factory system. I found one factory with a 
published profit of over 100 per cent a year, and its 
wage scale running from 31/2 to 30 cents a day. After 
studying industrial conditions in ten of the principal 
countries, I came back to America to find over one mil¬ 
lion children in the mills and factories here who ought 
to be in school. Thirty of our states are backward in 
their labor legislation in adequately protecting child¬ 
hood and womanhood and manhood in labor. One- 
third of the mothers in industry are forced to toil be¬ 
cause the father cannot support the family. We need 
not multiply examples. All are aware that we face a 
serious industrial problem. What is the solution? 

We believe it is nothing more or less than the appli¬ 
cation of Jesus’ way of life to the problems we have 
mentioned—nothing more or less than to live out such 
a life as was lived by John J. Eagan in Atlanta. Turn¬ 
ing back in one year some $400,000 of profits to be dis¬ 
tributed among the workers, and leaving practically all 
the common stock to be held in trust for them, the ex¬ 
pression in the plant organ is typical of the response of 
the workers: “He is not gone. He shall be a silent 
advisor in our future councils. . . . His wishes shall 

. *A stenographic report of one of three addresses delivered at 
Blue "Ridge, N. C., during the Employed Officers’ Conference, 
May, 1924. 

govern our acts. His ideals, his policy, his principles 
are engraved on our hearts. He is not gone. As years 
go by, he shall be with us more and more. Every day, 
beside the official in his office, beside the mule-driver 
on his wagon, beside the clerk at his desk, beside the 
iron-pourer at his ladle, beside the laborer at his daily 
task, beside us all, skilled and unskilled, white and 
black, there shall be a silent presence—our memory of 
John J. Eagan. . . . We thank God for the privilege 
of having known him and having walked a little way 

Sherwood Eddy 

with him. In his memory we pledge our lives to carry 
on the work he gave us to do.” We believe that lives 
like this, but nothing less than this, is the solution of 
our industrial problem. 

The Race Problem 

The same is true of the race problem. Are we treat¬ 
ing the fourteen million foreigners and the nearly 
twelve million negroes in America fairly? While we 
have greatly improved our record in the last few years, 
owing to the efforts of men like Mr. Eagan, during the 
last forty years there have been some 4,000 cases of 
lynching in this country, or an average of some two a 
week, or 100 a year. We find the Ku Klux Klan thriv- 
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ing against the Jew, against the Catholic and against 
the negro. What is the solution? We believe it is 
nothing more or less than the living out of Jesus’ way 
of life and the application of these same Christian prin¬ 
ciples to our race relations. Nothing more or less than 
doing just what John J. Eagan did to solve this prob¬ 
lem. 

He came back from the war deeply troubled about 
the industrial and the racial problems. He and a group 
of friends organized interracial committees in Atlanta 
and other cities. Today more than 800 joint commit¬ 
tees are found in the South alone. They have accom¬ 
plished untold good. Lynching, through this and other 
causes, has been reduced to one-quarter of what it was 
some four years ago, from two a week to a little less 
than one in two weeks. We can do away with it alto¬ 
gether and solve our whole racial problem if we will 
but apply the principles of Jesus as John J. Eagan did 
to each of these problems. 

But let us turn to some of the more specific prob¬ 
lems confronting the Association in the present world 
situation. 

Freedom of Speech 

Socrates said, twenty-three centuries ago, “The sun 
might as easily be spared from the universe as free 
speech from the liberal institutions of society.” Before 
his 501 judges, in 399 B.C., he faced the two issues of 
his time—the supremacy of the individual conscience 
over human law, and freedom of speech, or the right of 
public discussion. Refusing to accept his life at the 
price of his liberty, he said, “I will obey God rather 
than you.” 

Can an American today deny his Anglo-Saxon her¬ 
itage of liberty and the dearly-bought right of free 
speech? As we stand before the old faded copy of the 
Magna Carta in the British museum in London, as we 
read the works of John Milton, John Locke, John Stu¬ 
art Mill, and the record of a thousand years of the 
struggle for liberty by our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, who 
can deny our dearly-bought right? If we recall the Bill 
of Rights of Virginia, the Mayflower Compact of the 
Pilgrims of Massachusetts, the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, the writings of the Founding Fathers, the 
first amendment to our Constitution and the noble rec¬ 
ord of freedom of this nation, conceived in liberty, how 
can we deny our right of freedom of speech? Our very 
government, as Professor Giddings points out, is based 
on the tacit agreement that the minority always has 
the right of free speech, press and agitation to convert 
itself into a possible majority. Woodrow Wilson main¬ 
tained that freedom of speech was our dearest posses¬ 
sion. Is it to be denied only in the Y. M. C. A.? In the 
churches, in the Y. W. C. A., in every Christian institu¬ 
tion that is contending for righteousness on the great 
moral issues it is maintained. We believe in this right 
and moral obligation for every member of the brother¬ 

hood, both as a citizen, as a Christian and as a mem¬ 
ber or secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Associa¬ 
tion. There is abundant justification for this latter in 
the resolutions of our national convention.1 

Does anyone believe that only Association men are 
called upon to remain silent on these burning moral is¬ 
sues, or that they can conscientiously abstain from dis¬ 
cussing all controversial subjects? To do so would 
mean to avoid every great moral issue of our day. It 
would mean that we would have to submit to the dom¬ 
ination of persons and principles other than the Lord- 
ship of Christ himself. It would preclude us from the 
sphere of the greatest need of our time. We believe 
that the supreme need of the hour is not for more build¬ 
ings, organization, money, welfare work or activities, 
important as all these things are; but the supreme need 
of our day is to get back to Jesus’ way of life. We be¬ 
lieve that the individual member or secretary must of 
necessity speak unofficially as an individual, not as rep¬ 
resenting the Association on these issues. And his 
statements should be made with care and with wisdom. 
However, we believe on principle in the fundamental 
right of freedom of speech in the Y. M. C. A. 

The War Problem 

Let us turn next to the vital issue of war. I would 
speak here, unofficially, from my own personal experi¬ 
ence. It has taken me ten years to arrive at the posi¬ 
tion which I now hold. I wrote, during the war, a book 
called “The Right to Fight,” defending America’s entry 

1In Resolution 14, passed by the Forty-first International 
Convention of the Young Men’s Christian Associations of North 
America, Atla.ntic City, we read: “Recognizing the fact that 
young men everywhere are eager to study modem social and 
economic problems, and realizing the desirability of their receiv¬ 
ing the benefit in their thinking of help from mature and bal¬ 
anced minds animated by the Christian spirit, the Convention 
would suggest to the Associations that they seek to provide such 
facilities as will give young men the help they need, and author¬ 
izes the International Committee to consider how they may best 
serve the Associations in meeting this need.” 

In Resolution 5, recommended by the Committee on Resolu¬ 
tions, we read: “In view of the forward look of Christian faith 
and brotherhood manifest in this Convention, we challenge the 
Associations of these nations to promote a thorough study and 
discussion of the teachings and principles of Jesus with a view 
to their heroic and sacrificing application to human relations in 
the realms of industry, business, social welfare, interracial and 
international relationships.” 

In Resolution 8, Part 3, page 397, of the proceedings of the 
Forty-first International Convention, we read: “In view of the 
fact that a very large proportion of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations’ membership would be among the first involved 
in international conflict; in view of our international chara.cter 
in serving young men and boys of all nations and promoting 
friendly relations between them; and in view of our obligations 
to co-operate with the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America and the several denominations; 

“Be it, therefore, resolved, That this Convention call upon 
Young Men's Christian Associations and their members to give 
earnest thought and study to the problems involved in removing 
the causes of war and in bringing lasting peace founded upon 
understanding and trust; and that we heartily endorse and seek 
to make effective the declarations for a warless world enun¬ 
ciated by the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Amer¬ 
ica,” etc. 
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into the war, and containing an indictment of Prussian 
militarism, but the experience of ten years in the war 
zone, during and after the war, has modified my views. 

Let us, at the outset, clear the air by definition. I 
am not now speaking about the use of force, for I be¬ 
lieve in all necessary use of force under judicial sanc¬ 
tion. I am not speaking about the necessary use of 
police. I believe in an adequate police force—munici¬ 
pal, national and international. Would I protect my 
wife if assailed by a violator? Certainly I would, at 
the cost of his life or my own. Would I protect a help¬ 
less child assailed by a brutal man? Certainly I would. 
But this is not war. By war I mean a means of at¬ 
tempting to settle international disputes by armed mili¬ 
tary forces, through the organized destruction of life 
and property, resulting in a military settlement where 
the will of the stronger is forcibly imposed upon the 
weaker. Notice, war is a means and not an end. We 
must not confuse it with high and holy ends that may 
be in view, such as the freeing of slaves. Other coun¬ 
tries freed their slaves without a disastrous war. The 
end does not necessarily justify the means. Neither 
are we speaking of high and holy motives which inspire 
the soldiers, such as loyalty, bravery, sacrifice. Those 
may be found in connection with slavery, the duel, or 
highway robbery. But that does not justify these 
things. Neither the end nor the motive necessarily 
justifies the means. 

War uses armed military forces. A police force is 
distinguished from military forces in at least three 
ways. The police is a neutral third party bringing the 
criminal to trial, while the military army is judge, jury 
and executioner all combined, under the sway of pas¬ 
sion. The police deals specifically with the criminal in¬ 
dividually, while war, unable to touch a kaiser, a Tir- 
pitz, a Ludendorf, destroys indiscriminately innocent 
and guilty alike. Ten years after 1914, after having 
gone through the war in close connection with several 
armies in the field and having observed its effects in 
the devastated, war-torn continent of Europe, speaking 
for myself personally, I have come to the conclusion 
that war is wrong for three reasons—it is wrong in 
its nature, wrong in the means it employs, wrong in its 
ends or results. 

It seems to me wrong in its nature because it is in¬ 
trinsically, inevitably and utterly destructive of ma¬ 
terial wealth and property, of human life and of moral 
standards. 

It destroys material wealth. To say that the last 
war cost directly one hundred eighty-six billions, and 
indirectly three hundred thirty-seven billions of dollars 
is beyond our comprehension. We can understand 
something of that cost if we remind ourselves that if we 
had paid from the birth of Christ to the present $20,000 
an hour, night and day, the last war would not yet be 

paid for. It has left a poorer and more impoverished 
world. 

War is destructive of human life—the most pre¬ 
cious thing upon this planet. It has left ten millions 
of our best young manhood dead upon the battlefields. 
The writer visited two battlefields alone, Ypres and 
Verdun, where there were over 500,000 dead and bur¬ 
ied on each battlefield. According to Professor Bogart, 
in his investigations for the Carnegie Peace Founda¬ 
tion, the last war has left twenty-six millions dead, 
combatants and non-combatants, men, women and 
children. If we add the deaths that followed after the 
war from revolution, pestilence, famine, etc., according 
to the latest scientific returns from Sweden, forty mil¬ 
lions have perished as the result of this one war. 

Some twenty millions were wounded. Nine million 
orphans were left to grow up without the needed paren¬ 
tal care in a demoralized Europe. Add the five million 
widows and twenty million women who can have no 
home of their own because twenty millions and more 
of men are dead. Ten million refugees were driven 
homeless and almost penniless from Armenia, Turkey, 
Syria, and the battle area where armies marched and 
counter-marched. I can never forget the sight of that 
row of little Christian girls in Turkey, eight, nine and 
ten years old, violated and left with syphilis after the 
war. “War is hell.” 

War is destructive not only of material wealth and 
human life, but of moral standards. The first casualty 
of war is truth. The next is love, the next liberty, then 



Page Six BLUE RIDGE VOICE 

.justice. It is even more terribly destructive morally 
than materially. 

We believe that war is wrong not only in its nature, 
but in the means that it employs in at least three typical 
ways. It employs the means of an irresponsible na¬ 
tional sovereignty under military necessity which 
knows no law—where might makes right. On the one 
side it cries, “Deutchland Uber Alles.” On the other, 
“Right or wrong, my country!” Chauvinistic nation¬ 
alism is placed above the moral order of the universe. 
On the one side it justifies the violation of Belgium. 
On the other it defends the allied hunger blockade, 
which was destroying 100,000 women, children, and old 
men a year, when it had reached its full efficiency. 

As a second means, war victimizes both sides by a 
distorted propaganda. You cannot run a modern war 
if you tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. You cannot get us to go out and leave 
twenty-six million of our brother men and fellow Chris¬ 
tians dead unless you deceive us by propaganda. If you 
can make us believe that the enemy are not like our¬ 
selves, that they are “boche,” “swine,” “Huns,” “dev¬ 
ils,” “baby-killers,” then you can get us to go out and 
kill twenty-six millions on both sides. But what were 
the facts about this propaganda? At the very hour we 
were rousing ourselves to make the world safe against 
these baby-killers, our allied hunger blockade was kill¬ 
ing many times more babies than the enemy ever had 
any chance to kill in Belgium or elsewhere. 

Or take the case of the chopping off of the chil¬ 
dren’s hands in Belgium. Ex-Premier Nitti of Italy, in 
his “Decadence of Europe,” says: “All the world be¬ 
lieved for a time that the habitual exercise of the Ger¬ 

mans in Belgium was to cut off the hands of babies. 
There was no truth in the story, and there are no more 
handless babies in Belgium than there are in England 
or in Germany. The news was false, but the most 
reputable papers published it; telegraphic agencies 
spread it broadcast, and thus nourished the mistrust of 
the world. . . . Lloyd George . . . sent me word that 
he had not been able to trace a single case of a child’s 
hands having been cut off in all Belgium. In spite of 
this, the stupid and wicked lie continues to be spread 
about.” 

The third means which war employs is hatred, re¬ 
prisals, counter-reprisals, atrocities and counter-atro¬ 
cities. Before America entered the war, at a certain 
point on the allied line, the rumor had gone down one 
sector of the front that the enemy had crucified two 
of the allied soldiers, nailing them to a barn door. We 
could find no one who had ever seen these soldiers, but 
the rumor was passed and believed and the word had 
gone down that section of the front, “No more prison¬ 
ers !” I saw an earnest young Sunday school teacher 
from the finest Christian family in his country, whom 
I had known before the war. I said, “Henry, are you 
taking any prisoners now on this section of the front?” 
He answered, “Yes, we take a few to give us informa¬ 
tion,—but mighty few!” What does Henry mean? 
Here is the father of a family, unarmed and trying to 
surrender. He was drafted, as you and I will be 
drafted. He believed the propaganda of the press, 
which was universal on both sides, that he was fighting 
a defensive war; and now your Sunday school boy 
drives his bayonet through his heart and leaves that 
wife a widow and his children orphans. One member 
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of an army, not our own, told me how hard he found 
it to do that kind of thing under orders, as a Christian. 
Would Jesus do such things? Would He ask us to do 
them? Would he ask us to hand over our lives on a 
supreme moral issue under the absolute military con¬ 
trol of men who commit such reprisals as a part of 
modern warfare? 

Lastly, I believe that war is wrong, not only in its 
nature and means, but in its results. It is futile. What 
has it settled? Has it ended war? Has it protected 
womanhood? Has it made the world safe for democ- 

brings salvation—war, destruction. Jesus teaches the 
infinite worth of personality—nothing so much as war 
cheapens and destroys personality, making men tar¬ 
gets, “gun-fodder,” enemies. Jesus taught brother¬ 
hood. War is the uttermost denial of brotherhood in 
its mass murder of destruction. Jesus taught the prin¬ 
ciple of service—war stands for the domination of 
might rather than right. Jesus seeks a Kingdom of 
Heaven—war is a method of hell. Jesus teaches the 
way of the cross—war is the way of the sword, the ut¬ 
most negation of Jesus’ way of life, the principal social 
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THE 1324 SEASON AT BLUE RIDGE 

UPERLATIVES are dangerous, but we dare assert tbis is our best 

season yet. We bad 4,368 persons witb us during tbe summer. We 

bad delegates from practically every state of tbe Union, and from 

fifteen foreign countries. We bad representatives from nearly every city of 

America, scattered from Maine to California, from Montreal to New Or¬ 

leans. We bad some o f tbe greatest speakers and leaders of America witb 

us, including sucb men as Jobn R. Mott, R obert E. Speer, Sberwoo d Eddy. 

But more tb an a 11 tb ese things, there was a deep intense interest in 

Christian service which pervaded tbe whole summer s wor k. M en and 

women of great differences of opinion met together, talked together, 

thought together, and went away with a finer enthusiasm for life, a deeper 

reverence for persons, a new passion for service. And this is real relig¬ 

ion, not a religion of theory only, but a religion htted into daily living. 

This is the Blue Ridge message. 
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racy, or for anything else? It is a vicious circle, or 
endless chain of preparation and combat, leading ever 
to further preparation on a larger scale. 

It is suicidal. It threatens to engulf our very civili¬ 
zation. General Pershing has pointed out that if we do 
not find some moral equivalent of war, it threatens to 
drag us down through darkness into barbarism, de¬ 
stroying our very civilization itself. Lord Haig, com¬ 
mander of the British army, came back to plead with 
the Christians of Great Britain for a crusade against 
war. General Tasker Bliss of our army told us that 
if there was another world war, the blood of the slain 
must rest upon the Christians and the churches, who 
could prevent it if they would. We believe that war 
is suicidal. 

We believe it is unchristian. Jesus’ way of life was 
a way of love. The essence of war is hate. Jesus 

sin upon our planet today. It is so pronounced by the 
Federal Council of Churches and by the resolutions of 
our great denominations recently adopted. 

I believe that each individual must decide for him¬ 
self what he is to do. I believe that the church should 
separate itself from war and excommunicate it, that 
the nations may outlaw it. I believe that we can end 
war just as we ended slavery a generation ago. 

This raises the question of liberty of conscience. 
Socrates said, twenty-three centuries ago, “I will obey 
God rather than you.” Which is supreme, the state or 
the individual Christian conscience upon a moral issue? 
We are not now speaking of a question such as the 
Eighteenth Amendment, which is a matter of appetite, 
but upon a supreme moral question. 

If Jesus had been called before Caesar, or his repre- 
(Continued on Page 12) 



Meeting the Challenge"' 
Dr. M. Ashby Jones 

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Secretaries, in all sin¬ 
cerity I do not know that there is any better moment 
in my life than when I feel the throb of comradeship 
of you representative men of the Young- Men’s Chris¬ 
tian Associations of America. I very profoundly thank 
you for the privilege which you have given me during 
these days, not simply for the fellowship which has 
been delightful and restful, but for thinking together 
with you some of the great things of the Kingdom of 
God, and now I come to you this morning frankly puz¬ 
zled. I am not coming with an apology, and yet with 
this word of explanation I find myself unable to bring 
you this morning what I thought was my message for 
you and what I had given my preparation to for this 
hour. 

The other evening, when Mr. Sherwood Eddy stood 
here on this platform, and with all the fine passion of 
his heart, with a soul pure and Christlike, and asked us 
to face some living and burning questions, ever since a 
feeling has been growing within me that I could not 
refuse to meet his challenge, and I am asking you this 
morning not to view me for a moment as one who 
stands here with any spirit of dogmatism, either as 
one who has solved the problems that he presented, or 
have I been able to meet the issues that he made before 
us so clear, but I do believe that I and you and every 

*A stenographic report of one of three addresses delivered at 
the Employed Officers’ Conference, Blue Ridge, N. C., May 30, 
1924. 

other man who loves the Kingdom have come to an 
hour when heat is not what we need, but light, and 
that the man who quickly and superficially makes his 
decision in this great hour is doing himself and the 
cause a wrong; but that we should come earnestly and 
honestly as never before to think as God’s spirit shall 
give us light and guidance in thinking. 

Sherwood Eddy frankly placed what I believe is the 
supreme issue in many respects before American peo¬ 
ple today, and this Association, when he raised the is¬ 
sue as to whether you and I, as representatives of 
Christ, shall have the right to speak the convictions of 
our conscience to our people. Sherwood Eddy is the 
incarnation of that issue ; I am not speaking as a repre¬ 
sentative of his, or as a representative of my church; 
I am speaking now as the representative of the King¬ 
dom of Christ as well as I can make it and as an Amer¬ 
ican citizen. 

There have been definite threats that if Sherwood 
Eddy continued to speak the convictions of his con¬ 
science and the utterances of his judgment, that he 
would be forced out of the Y. M. C. A. Now I am 
speaking for myself, and from my inevitable convic¬ 
tion of my conscience I want to say, with all the fervor 
with which I am capable, that if that spirit of Amer¬ 
ica today is able to force Sherwood Eddy out of the 
Y. M. C. A., then shall the Y. M. C. A. lose its own 
soul. I do not fear it. Now after I have said that, 
I want to say just as clearly that the fact that we 
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should come to an absolute agreement that Sherwood 
Eddy shall have the right and freedom to his convic¬ 
tions on issues before the American people does not for 
one moment mean that we are compelled to accept the 
decisions of his judgment, and any other man’s judg¬ 
ment, and to stand by Sherwood Eddy or any other man 
in his full and free right to speak the convictions of 
his conscience does not for a moment reveal our deci¬ 
sions. Mr. Eddy brought this issue before us: “Shall 
there be freedom of decision?” and, men, this is not 
only a right, but it is a duty. I think one of the worst 
things today is that we have not been able to have free¬ 
dom of discussion and men could not stand and oppose 
one another, if need be, in discussion. If democracy is 
to succeed in this country, it must be clearly understood 
that it means government by discussion, and to evade 
issues and sidestep them is to choke the very spirit of 
democracy. Let me say again, and I am speaking only 
my personal conviction, that it would be a profound 
mistake, when we come, for example, to this great issue 
of war that he put before us, it would be a profound 
mistake for us to think that we can decide the question 
by a majority; don’t think, men, that because a body 
of men sometimes will not vote that they have no con¬ 
viction, but remember that there is as much tyranny 
of the majority as there is sometimes the tyranny of a 
government. I have seen over and over again the 
freedom of a man’s conscience almost brow-beaten into 
timidity by a great crowd swerving in favor of some¬ 
thing his judgment did not assent to. Let us beware 
then how we attempt to impose the decisions of a ma¬ 
jority upon the conscience of a minority. 

I come this morning,—and I feel I must do it, and 

it is not a question of whether you agree with me or 
not,—to try to put before you my thinking up to this 
time, for I hold myself as far as a man could do it; 
I know it is difficult, but I am trying to hold myself as 
a good juror, I am trying better than that in my own 
search after truth to find the mind of Jesus, and now 
won’t we agree that every man is trying to find the 
mind of Jesus in the great question of war? 

Now, I can’t take so much of your time, and may I 
merely suggest to you what I believe to be the ques¬ 
tions at issue? In 1914, the war broke upon a surprised 
world. Let’s get the significance of that, a surprised 
world, and there was a shock to all mankind that made 
it turn with a certain sort of fierce indignation against 
the Christian church, and revealed the fact that even 
those that had not been professed followers of Jesus 
held somewhere in their minds and hearts a kind of 
faith or hope, vague and feeble, that the gospel of the 
Christ of peace and good will would prevent us from 
ever having to go to war any more, but the shock was 
greatest in the Christian church. There was a shak¬ 
ing to the very foundation. Hadn’t we been preaching 
peace and hadn’t we joined peace alliances? Hadn’t we 
made protests by the thousands? Yes, and when 1914 
came we stood impotent before the world to prevent 
the horrible catastrophe of that time. Now the church, 
whether you like it or not, but the church did awake, 
and the church took the spiritual leadership of that 
time, and in 1918 it was the Christian leadership of 
this country and Great Britain that interpreted the 
war in terms of Christian idealism; it was the Chris¬ 
tian church that threw around our camps the morale 
for the care of the bodies of men. Whether you want 

I 
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to remember it or not, during those years I stand here 
to maintain that it was not the propaganda of the gov¬ 
ernment but the propaganda of the Christian church 
that led the thoughts of men. I love to remember, too, 
that it was that time of 1917 and 1918 that Christian¬ 
ity reached its most vital unity of spirit and purpose in 
America. I love to remember that America reached the 
finest expression of a spiritual nationality it had ever 
done in its history. When I compare the America of 
’17 and ’18, united with one purpose and one heart in 
the Christian church, concentrating their thoughts 
upon our boys, and then compare it with the America 
of 1921, ’22, ’23, ’24, a nation that had become crystal¬ 
lized and metallic, a nation that had become engrossed 
in self, playing its music while the rest of the world 
suffered and d:'ed; give me America of ’17 and ’18 in 
preference. 

When a great community rises in the hour of a 
catastrophe and with united spirit meets that catastro- 

Dr. M. Ashby jones 

phe with fine self-sacrifice and spirit, that does not 
mean that you want to invite yellow fever back to your 
community to repeat the experience; that does not 
mean that you want to set fire to your town in order to 
see how fine your people rise to the emergency to recog¬ 
nize the fact that people and churches of America did 
meet the supreme emergency with supreme intelli¬ 
gence ; not for a moment is it to say that we would like 
for the world or a fraction of the world to repeat the 
horrible days of the world war, and yet I must pause to 
say, so far as I am personally concerned, when I look 
back upon the humble part that I played in that day, I 
have many sins to confess and many weaknesses to ac¬ 
knowledge, but I do not find it in my heart to apologize. 
I never preached a gospel of hate, I never was a victim 
of any propaganda that compelled my own thoughts, 
but as I moved all over the nation and stood at different 

places to preach, I was preaching as much for the re¬ 
demption of the German people as I was for America. 
I believed then and I believe now that civilization was 
threatened by organized force. I did not believe then, 
nor do I believe now, that the Allies were anywhere 
near perfect. I didn’t believe then, and I don’t believe 
now, that Germany had all of the militarism in that 
particular hour that threatened the spiritual value of 
the world. I believed then and I believe now that we 
did put into the spirit of the great masses of American 
soldiers the sincere and honest slogan, “A war to end 
war.” It was the wretched and deep disappointment 
that war did not end war. Yes, and no war in all the 
world will ever end war. 

Our united church, with fine spirit, stood behind the 
forces of America and then, when the armistice was 
signed, the churches demobilized. When the boys 
came back home the church that had taken the spiritual 
leadership in the hour of war had resigned that leader¬ 
ship and left it in the hands of the militarists of the 
world. 

In 1914, there was enough peace sentiment in Chris¬ 
tendom to have prevented the war, but it was not or¬ 
ganized ; it was a protest, but not a program. In 1919, 
there was still more peace sentiment in the world, but 
it was organized; it did not even have a protest, much 
less a program. 

Now, let us face some facts: When President Wil¬ 
son went to Paris, representing this nation, and pro¬ 
posed a program for peace, where was the church of 
Jesus Christ? It was not at Paris. We were back in 
our own parish buildings, making our own laws and 
adapting ourselves to our own changed conditions. 
Think what you please about the League of Nations as 
it was and is today. It is the only practicable peace 
program for the nations of the world today. If we did 
not believe that that was the best program, oh, Chris¬ 
tian men of America, why didn’t we present a better 
one and, if we had no better one, why did we not back 
the ore we had? What was our situation then and 
what has been our situation since? The church of 
Christ has had no peace program. 

Men, we are facing a practical world, there is ab¬ 
solutely nothing that Sherwood Eddy said on this plat¬ 
form to which I did not answer a hearty “amen.” 
Think of all the horrors of 1914, let them pass in horror 
before your soul and then think of what he said, “The 
next war will begin where that war ended.” And let’s 
remember that that war was made by the militarists of 
the world. 

Now, government makes war and government must 
end war. Now, we stood impotent in 1914, because all 
we had to oppose the war was a protest. We will stand 
impotent until we can get a program and can concen¬ 
trate upon that program all the influence of Christen¬ 
dom and get it translated into the government of the 
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world; then we shall be able to make the will of God the 
will of the world. 

Now I am only going to suggest—I have not time to 
argue, it is not my place to argue. What is the one pro¬ 
gram that is presented by a great many Christian lead¬ 
ers today? It is that a man who says, no matter at 
what time in the future and no matter under what cir¬ 
cumstances, if my government orders me to fight, I 
shall not obey my government. Let us face the implica¬ 
tion of that. So far, government is the only organized 
force that we know of for the preservation of the ac¬ 
complishment of civilization; all that you and I know 
that has preserved the good of life and is today pro¬ 
tecting our homes. Have you the right and have I the 
right to stand here today and criticise this govern¬ 
ment? It is your right and my right to stand in our 
churches and worship God according to the dictates of 
your own conscience, it is your right because govern¬ 
ment guarantees it, and every church bell is protected 
by the organized expressions of the society in govern¬ 
ment. Now, when I stand and deliberately say before¬ 
hand that I will not obey that government under any 
circumstances, on any question, let us remember that 
when I do that I am not simply making a declaration in 
i egard to one particular action, I strike at the author- 
:!.y and the existence of that government. You cannot 

fuse to obey your government in one matter without 
shaking to its very foundation the authority and exist¬ 
ence in all other matters. 

Lay down a principle then, and set a precedent that 
the conscience of the individual shall be above the au¬ 
thority of the government, and the individual has a 
right to decide by his conscience what it shall obey and 
what it shall not obey. I tell you there are conscien¬ 
tious objectors to the Eighteenth Amendment in Amer¬ 
ica today. 

Shall we pay tribute to Csesar, or do you think that 
Jesus approved of taxation of the Roman people at that 
day? Do you think that Jesus was in sympathy with 
Rome? Jesus said, “Render unto Caesar the thing 
that is Caesar’s, and render unto God that which is 
God’s.” It seems to me that if we are going to conserve 
the value thus far for men, and here is my deepest anx¬ 
iety, if we are going to bring peace to the world, if 
we are going to save the little ones of the world, if we 
are going to make our spirit effective in the world, it 
must be through organized government, backed by a 
united, patriotic people, and right here may I ask you 
to face one other thing. 

Suppose the extreme pessimist should become the 
dominant position of America; suppose we should, as a 
people, say we will never take part again in any or¬ 
ganized armed force the world round. Oh, men, we 
are isolated geographically, though we become less so 
every year; we are far away from the suffering of the 
Armenian babes and women, and we are far away from 

the moans and groans of a world of suffering; we 
stand here passive with nothing but a protest to enter 
for the solution of the problems and redemption of the 
world. I can think of no isolation that wrould be so im¬ 
potent in the wmrld, or so damning to the characters of 
the people of the world. Remember, if we say, under 
no circumstances will wre. take the world forces, then 
we cannot enter into the League with other societies of 
the world, because the very existence of every league in¬ 
volves police duty. 

I find but one interpretation of the life of Jesus, and 
that was that He is the incarnation of love; it was not 
merely emotionalism, it is not approval, it is not a sen¬ 
timent. Love is a desire to love one another, to give 
all the resources of your personality to help. Remem¬ 
ber, it is a purpose to help, turn the other cheek, yes, if 
it will help. Use a whip? Yes, if it will help. Love is 
that supreme purpose of the life to die on a cross if it 
will help. 

I come to ask you this morning, is not the spirit of 
Sherwood Eddy beautiful? A willingness, if needs be, 
at any moment, to lay yourself on a cross. If the call 
of the world over yonder, the call to the boys of Amer¬ 
ica to go save the world; better than that, if the call of 
the nation is that the strength and prestige and re¬ 
sources of America, it is with them to say to the back¬ 
ward nations of the world and the military spirit of the 
world, thus far and no further, then I believe that the 
voice of Christ is calling to us. Fundamentally, I be- 

(Continued on Page 13) 



Page Tn>elve BLUE RIDGE VOICE 

Tiie PI ace of tlie Association 

(Continued from Page 7) 

sentative, Pilate, or the Sanhedrin, and had been called 
to service in the Roman legions, or to the defense of the 
walls of Jerusalem, would he have obeyed God or man, 
the state or his conscience ? If His twelve disciples had 
been called before the Sanhedrin, charged not to men¬ 
tion the name of Christ and called to service in war, 
would they have obeyed God or man, Christ or Caesar? 
Harnack tells us: “Up to 150 A.D., the possibility of 
a Christian as a soldier did not exist.” Martin Luther 
says: “I cannot submit my faith to any external au- 

in the Present World Situation 

tion? Do you follow the Prussian or the Anglo-Saxon 
view of the state ? 

If the Czar, which is the Russian name for Caesar, 
calls you to the colors and you know that his minister 
of war states that he lied to the Czar while he hastened 
the mobilization of the Russian army, which was one 
of the main causes of bringing on the war, would you 
be under moral obligation to obey Christ or the Czar, 
Caesar, God or man, the state or the Christian con¬ 
science?1 If you were called to the Red army to serve 
under the Red government today in Russia, and this 
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SCHEDULE OF CONFERENCES FOR 1925 
Tke following dates have been tentatively agreed upon by these various 

Conferences for the coming summer season at B1 ue Ridge: 

Y. W. C. A. Student Conf erence, June 5 to 14, inclusive. 

Y. M. C. A. Student Conference, June 16 to 25, inclusive. 

M. E. M. Conference, June 26 to July 5, inclusive. 

Community Y. W. C. A., July 6 to 15, inclusive. 

Southern Summer School of Y. M. C. A., July 16 to 30, inclusive. 

Industrial Conference of Y. M. C. A., July 31 to A ug. 2, inclusive. 

Interracial Conference, 7:30 P.M., J uly 13, to noon, Ju ly 15. 

Travelers Aid Conference, August 3 to 8, inclusive. 

Southern College of Y. M. C. A., June 16 to August 28. 

SCY Camp, June 27 to August 22. 
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thority. I neither can nor will retract anything, for it 

cannot be right for a Christian to speak against his 

conscience. Here I stand. I can say no more. God 
help me. Amen!” 

If the Kaiser calls a German Christian to the colors 

and Hegel maintains that the state is a concrete part of 

the Absolute, that the individual citizen has no will 

worth while apart from the state, is the individual 

Christian under moral obligation to obey the Kaiser, 

which is the German word for Csesar, or to obey 

Christ? If the man who sank the Lusitania hears the 
command of the Kaiser or Tirpitz to sink the ship, and 
hears the still small voice of Christ in his conscience to 
save the women and children, what is his moral obliga- 

were the only government that can preserve law and 
order, would you be under obligation to fight, or to obey 
the call of your conscience, if you had thought through 
the whole question and taken your stand rationally and 
conscientiously and deliberately upon this moral issue ? 
If you were in England at the time of the Boer war and 
Lloyd George and Ramsay McDonald, two later prime 
ministers, spoke out against the war, would you main¬ 
tain the ultimate supremacy of the state or the Chris- 

1General Sukhomlinov boasted: “I knew that the responsi¬ 
bility rested on me and I gave orders that mobilization should 
not be suspended. . . . On the next morning, I lied to His 
Majesty. . . . On this day I nearly lost my reason. I knew that 
mobilization was in full swing, and that it was impossible to 
stop it. Fortunately, on the same day, the Tsar was convinced 
afresh, and I was thanked for the good execution of mobiliza¬ 
tion; otherwise I should have been in jail long ago.” 
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tian conscience? If you had lived at the time of the 
Mexican war, which was condemned by Lincoln and 
General Grant, would you be disloyal in following them 
and their conviction, or is the state absolute and su¬ 
preme in war and peace? 

If Fall, who was most anxious that we should go 
down and “clean up Mexico,” had succeeded, with 
Daugherty and Forbes, Doheny and Sinclair, in drag¬ 
ging us into war with Mexico, would you be under obli¬ 
gation to obey the state or your Christian conscience in 
such an event? If, in the scramble for the oil reserves 
of the world, the United States should fall out with 
Great Britain, and the press of both countries should 
represent the case as a defensive war for our rights of 

property, of life, of honor, and of the world’s welfare, 
would you go out to take part in another world war, to 
leave, perhaps, twenty-six more millions dead, to settle 
a question of oil or of economic imperialism? Or, in 
case of a justifiable war on a moral issue in a cause sim¬ 
ilar to that of the last war, if you were called to the 
colors, which would you count supreme, the state or 
the autonomous Christian conscience on a moral issue? 

If ten men are called to the colors, nine men doubt¬ 
less will feel that they should go. In that case, I be¬ 
lieve they should go and follow their conscience. If 
the tenth feels that he cannot take part in the organ¬ 
ized destruction and mass murder of war as contrary 
to the teaching of Jesus any more than be can in pri¬ 
vate murder, is he or is he not also under obligation to 
follow his conscience? Jesus said that no man can 
serve two masters. “He that loveth father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me.” “He that hateth 
not his own father and mother, and wife and sister and 
brother,” and, by implication, his city and state and 
every other human institution or organization, “is not 
worthy of me.” He is Lord of all, or else he is not Lord 
at all. 

We are facing today great challenging issues. The 
individual Christian must decide what part he is to 

play and what master he is to follow in the present 
world situation. We must choose whom we will serve. 
Whom shall it be? “If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

MEETING THE CHALLENGE 
(Continued from Page 11) 

lieve that a democracy is and must be the expression 
of the people; it must not be the will of the church, it 
must not be the will of the Y. M. C. A., it must not be 
the will of the Knights of Columbus, it must not be the 
will of any organization, certainly not the Ku Klux 
Klan, it must be the will of all the people functioning 
through organized society. But what is our duty? 
Our duty is to make the will of God the will of the peo¬ 
ple ; our duty and our supreme task here in America is 
to teach men and women here in America to love their 
neighbor, to love Jews and Gentiles, to love negro and 
white man, to love all the Eastern people and Western 
people; to teach them to love with the supreme passion 
of their hearts all the people of the world, and then 
let them translate that from patriotism until the ra¬ 
diance of those stars shall mean light and light for ever¬ 
more around the world, because backed by the loving 
hearts of the American people. 

God bless you as you go back home. Take no man’s 
say-so for anything; with open hearts and minds let 
each man ask for himself, Lord, what shall I do? and 
then do it, even though it means a cross. 

THE CONSTRUCTIVE MESSAGE OF BLUE RIDGE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

to them a discovery of the method of the very pres¬ 
ence and method of God.” 

Blue Ridge further believes, with Dr. Ellwood, that 
“it is time that organized Christianity became synony¬ 
mous with the religion of Jesus. The vision which 
Jesus had of a social life based upon love or good will 
is not an unrealizable dream.” To help to bring Jesus’ 
religion to bear on modern life, and to help to realize 
Jesus’ dream for society, is the one central aim of Blue 
Ridge. 
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BLUE RIDGE, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
The first property for establishing Blue Ridge was purchased in 1906. 

Seven tracts of land have since been secured, making an aggregate of 

1,561 acres. B1 ue Ridge started with three buildings in 1912. It has now 

forty-eight. It started with a capacity of 350, it has house d 820 at one time 

this past summer. The present valuation of the property is more th an six 

hundred thousand dollars. 

THE BIG THINGS AHEAD 

Blue Ridge is eager to use its buildings twelve months instead of three, 

hence we are hoping to establish a boys school during the winter months. 

Second, we desire to greatly increase the number of men professionally 

trained each summer through Sou th ern College of Y. M. C. A. 

Third, it desires to develop a great summer school for interpreting in¬ 

dustrial problems. To do these things we must have a library building 

($25,000), a gymnasium ($20,000), a college d ormitory and class room 

building ($30,000). 
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GENIUS 
“Genius is really only the power of making continuous effort. The line 

between failure and success is so fine that we scarcely know when we pass it 
—so fine that we are often on the line and don’t know it. How many men 
have thrown up their hands at a time when a little more effort, a little more 
patience would have achieved success! As the tide goes clear out so it comes 
clear in. In business sometimes prospects may seem darkest when really they 
are on the turn. A little more persistence, a little more effort, and what 
seemed hopeless failure may turn to glorious success. There is no failure ex¬ 
cept in no longer trying. There is no defeat except from within, no really in¬ 
surmountable barrier save your own inherent weakness of purpose.” 
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SOME ATTRACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 

We are indicating here seme of the splendid things which are in store for our readers. The follow¬ 
ing addresses, along with many other attractive features, will appear in the future issues of the Voice 
of this year. This is only a partial list. 

“The Religious Emphasis”... . . ... Dr. John R. Mott 

“Our Father, Thy Kingdom Come” 
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” I 
“The Touch That Healed” J...Dr- M’ Ashby Jones 
The Southern College Commencement Address J 

“The House Built on Sand”. ..Dr. A. Bruce Curry 

“Christianity in Industry” } 
“Peace Through Understanding” j . ...A' 01 

“Principles Underlying a Life Decision”....Dr. J. M. Culbreth 

“The Cross of Christ” ) 
“Following Jesus” j . .. . Sherwood Eddy 

“Politics and Religion” ...Dr. S. C. Mitchell 

“The Spirit of the Atonement”....Bishop E. G. Richardson 

“The Bible As a Book of Missions” ... ..Dr. Herbert W. Gates 

“Internationalism” .....Dr. A. E. Cory 

“Our Bible” . 
“Our Christ” T , 
“Our God” V...Dr. Charles Arbuckle 

“All Things Are Ours” j 
“India” .. Harry White 

“Jesus Christ, the Ruler of the Kings of the Earth” i 
“The Cause” / 
“The Discovery of the Will of God” X....Dr. Wm. J. Hutchins 
“Cup Bearer or Wall Builder” \ 
“The Crooked Places and the Straight Ways” 

“The Abundant Life”..A. E. Roberts 

“Science and Faith” J 
“My Own Faith With Regard to God and Christ” v..P. W. Wilson 
“Viewpoints on Some Hard Questions” ) 
“Social Work and Its Religious Background” I 
“Brotherhood in Judaism and Christianity” V ......... Rabbi Richard M. Stern 
“The Prophets and Their Religious Messages” ) 

“The New Social Order” .........Dr. J. L. Rosier 

“The Faith That Overcomes”.-.Dr. W. L. Poteat 

“Religion, the Supreme Force in Industry”.. Dr. H. N. Snyder 
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Patronize Our 
Advertisers 

Confidence and Quality 
If there is any business today that needs CONFI¬ 
DENCE and QUALITY injected in large quanti¬ 
ties it is the Wholesale Grocery business. Square 
dealings and the giving of quality begets confi¬ 
dence. The table and Book Store at Blue Ridge 

are largely supplied by our line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
Wholesale 

Asheville, North Carolina 

THE MOUNT MITCHELL MOTOR ROAD 
The Greatest Scenic Motor Road on the Globe 

Magnificence, Grandeur and Splendor of the Wonderful Mountains of Western North Carolina only to be 
seen on a trip to the top of Mount Mitchell—the top of Eastern America—6,711 feet above the sea. 

If you do not experience the glory of this trip while in Western North Carolina your visit will be incomplete. 

For information and particulars, address 
SANDFORD H. COHEN, Traffic Manager, 

ASHEVILLE, N. C. 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co. 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

GYMNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 
Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

BENSON PRINTING COMPANY 
COLLEGE ANNUAL EXPERTS 

SCHOOL WORK OUR SPECIALTY 

136 FOURTH AVE., N. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

A Professional School of Graduate Grade for Training Association Secretaries In Al! 
Departments of Work 

FOUR QUARTERS OF TWELVE WEEKS EACH. STUDENTS CAN ENTER AT OPENING OF ANY 

QUARTER WITHOUT HANDICAP 

Fall Quarter begins at Nashville, Tenn., September 24, 1924. 

Winter Quarter begins January 1, 1925. 

Spring Quarter begins March 18. 

Summer Quarter begins at Blue Ridge, N. C., Tuesday, June 16. 

Co-operation with George Peabody College for Teachers, Seaman A. Knapp School of Country Life, Vanderbilt 
University, Vanderbilt School of Religion, Vandeibilt Medical College, and Scarntt College for Christian Workers. 

Seven special professors of the College assisted by the best teachers from all Nashville colleges, representing twenty 
million dollars of endowment, at our disposal. 

College graduate can take advanced work and secure M.A. degree in either Vanderbilt or Peabody while pursuing As¬ 
sociation studies. Much of Association College courses will count toward Master’s Degree in these institutions. 

For Full Details Write for Catalog 

Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Nashville, Tennessee 

�k: 

WESLEY HALL, THE WINTER HOME OF SOUTHERN COLLEGE 


