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OU cannot be a fail¬ 
ure in this world if 

you make it your business 
to go about spreading 
sunshine and good-will 
and the spirit of friendli¬ 
ness and self-confidence 
among those who need 
this encouragement. 
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The Requirements of God! 
Dr. William J. Hutchins, President of Berea College, Berea, Ky. 

Wherewith shall I come before Jehovah, and how myself be¬ 
fore the high Gocl? Shall I come before Him with burnt offer¬ 
ings, with calves a year old? 

Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-born for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He hath showed thee, 0 man, what is good? and what doth 
Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? (Micah 6: 6, 8.) 

HE prophet’s word indicates clearly enough 
that God does not require any outward 
ceremony or ritual. What, then, are the 
requirements of God? What does Jehovah 
seek? Justice. Oh, man, this is good, to 

do justly. Fine; because you know justice is so easy. 
Well, let us see. What is justice? We all know, don’t 
we? You remember the glorious definition of Justin¬ 
ian: “Justice is the steady and abiding will to give to 
each man what belongs to him.” Is justice easy? 
Think it through. What belongs to each man? 

Surely at least those physical, mental and spiritual 
possessions which will make him the most efficient 
servant of the common good. Up there among the 
hills I see a little cabin. The one room is filled with 
beds and filth and babies. On the porch is an old lady, 
who “reckons” she is sixty years of age. Near her is 
a half-witted boy, who at fourteen years of age, says 
he has “chawed” tobacco since he was five, and now 
looks listlessly out into life. Justice is the steady and 
abiding will to give to that woman, that boy, those 
babies, those possessions which will make them, them, 
the most efficient possible servants of the common good. 
Is justice easy? 

' * Stenographic report of an address given at the Southern 
Y. W. C. A. Community Conference, Blue Ridge, North Caro¬ 
lina, July 15, 1923. 

Or here is a freight car on the siding filled with 
bunks, the air so thick that you could cut it with a 
knife. Tomorrow morning the men who sleep today 
in those bunks go out on the railroad tracks and toil 
all day long in the broiling hot sun in order that you 
and I may ride in safety and comfort from one end of 
this continent to the other. What belongs to each man? 
Is justice easy? 

Emphasize the phrase, “To each man.” Many of us 
are quite willing to give to each white American what 
belongs to him, but have no intention in the world of 
giving to a brown or black American what belongs to 
him. To each man. Many of us are quite willing to 
give to all Americans what belongs to them, but have 
no intention in the world of giving the foreigners, the 
“Chink,” the “Dago,” the “Wop,” the “Jap,” what be¬ 
longs to them. 

Emphasize the first words, “Justice is the steady 
and abiding will.” When justice conflicts with conven¬ 
ience, which claim has the prior chance? 

In a town not a thousand miles away from Blue 
Ridge—a college town—the director of the school was 
approached by the prominent men of his town, to see 
to it that a worthless scholar be permitted to pass, be¬ 
cause the football team needed him. When justice con¬ 
flicts with an athletic victory, which claim has the prior 
chance ? 

When the claims of property conflict with the claims 
of persons, which claims have priority? A professor 
asked us students, “Are you gentlemen wearing stolen 
goods?’ Is there one of us here this morning who is 
quite sure that no injustice has been done in the gath¬ 
ering of the raw material, in the weaving of that raw 
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material, in the making and the marketing of our 
clothes? I remember the little leader of the shirt¬ 
waist workers, after the horrible fire in New York 
City, said to a great gathering of people in Carnegie 
Hall, “We have tried you good people, and have found 
you wanting.” Wanting in what? Wanting in simple 
justice. 

Justice is the steady and abiding will. “But the 
man whom I treat justly is trying to scalp me. The 
workman whom I am trying to treat justly refuses to 
thank me, and regards every act of justice as a sign of 
weakness and every concession I make a new platform 
from which to make more exorbitant demands.” 
“What is that to thee?” Justice is the steady and abid¬ 
ing will to give to each man what belongs to him, 
whether he thanks you for it or not; whether he tries 
to scalp you or not. 

“But if I do justly the board will be down on me, 
and I shall be out of a job.” Do you remember the 
man who had failed in business? It seemed to him 
as if the light had just gone out of his life, when sud¬ 
denly out of the silence the little boy on his father’s 
knee said, “Mother, isn’t it fine?” “Fine, deary? 
What’s fine?” “Specially, specially, just having 
father.” And the man went back to work to wrest vic- 

Dr. Wm. J. Hutchins 

tory out of failure. Can a man who succeeds in jus¬ 
tice faill Can a man fail who can look his little boy 
in the eye without blushing? 

“But if I attempt to do justly, the whole power of 
the Ku Klux Klan will undermine me.” Did Jesus die 
upon the cross to save you and me from the cross? 
Did Jesus ever say that the way of the cross would be¬ 
come a closed thoroughfare to His followers? Is there 

not a verse somewhere which reads: “Whosoever doth 
not take up his own cross and follow me, cannot be my 
disciple” ? Justice is the steady and abiding will to give 
to each man what belongs to him. 

Justice is not easy. It is the hardest task awaiting 
Americans. Far easier would it be for us Americans 
to buy up the entire olive crop of California, to pour 
out oil before a thousand altars built upon a thousand 
mountain heights; far easier would it be for us to buy 
up the entire cattle market of the Argentine, for sac¬ 
rifice, than to do justice. Perhaps the prophet has mis¬ 
taken the mind of God. Oh, no, a god of any other 
mind could not be your God or mine, that’s certain. 
Let us not be ashamed of God’s sternest word. Justice 
is not easy unless, unless—but let us go on. 

What doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, 
to love kindness? “A kind person,” says Trench, “is 
one who acknowledges his kinship with other men and 
acts upon it, confesses that he owes to them as one 
blood with himself, the debt of love.” 

To love kindness. But possibly we Americans, and 
particularly we American church members, do not need 
to be reminded of this requirement of God. We are, I 
think, the kindest people in the world. 

Of course, though, kindness does not exclude gossip, 
does it? Gossip, that smart chatter, which ignores 
facts, but provokes a laugh—the delight of collegians 
and others. Does not kindness exclude gossip? 

Kindness takes patience. “But some people are so 
everlastingly stupid; you don’t have to be kind to them, 
do you?” You remember the words of one of the 
kindest of American humorists? “I concludes that I 
am the friend of me friend, Jones. . . . ’Tis easy to be 
a friend to the prosperous, for it pays. ’Tis not hard 
to be a friend to the poor, for ye get puffed up with 
gratitude, and have your picture printed, standing in 
front of a tenement, with a scuttle of coal and an or¬ 
phan in each hand, but it strains the art of friendship 
to be true friend to a born fool.” That’s true—yet 
that’s our task. Kindness takes thought. Kindness 
takes time. You recall the missionary who said, “I 
could do a great deal here but for the pesky natives 
who are bothering me all the time.” Thought and time. 

A family of immigrants landed at Ellis Island. All 
were accepted save one, a daughter of the family. She 
was a victim of tracoma, and she was deported. The 
father was in agony. At last he, with the rest of the 
family, reached Rochester. He saw above a certain 
door, “Young Women’s Christian Association.” He 
entered and asked if anything could be done for his 
daughter. “Yes.” The association cabled to Ham¬ 
burg. When the deported child reached Hamburg, she 
was met by a member of the association, who sent her 
to the hospital, where she was cured. And today the 
girl is a member of the Rochester Association, a mem- 
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ber of a reunited family. That was kind—but kindness 
took time and thought. 

Edward Everett Hale, the author of “The Man 
Without a Country,’ was a very busy man, yet a writer 
says of him, “Where is the map of Boston that gives the 
names of the lost alleys and back ways where the great 
man went in search of the lame in body, who could not 
join the public assembly, in quest of the maimed in 
spirit, who feared to show their faces in the open?” 
Time and thought. Even in days of high prices, time 
and thought are the most rare and expensive commodi¬ 
ties in the United States. 

Kindness takes patience, time, thought, life. You 
have been looking at the mountains, haven’t you ? But 
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fifty feet more and a rest. At the summit the wind 
blew cold. By a fire the party waited for a wagon, 
which bore the man to the hospital. The operation was 
held at 1:30 o’clock in the morning, after which the 
man, for the first time in his life, lay between clean 
sheets, and was on his way to recovery. “Man, that 
was kind! I believe the Lord must have appreciated 
that.” Not at all. Kindness is one of the requirements 
of God. 

And kindness takes on a new meaning when we 
think of kindness in the light of the life of Jesus. Watch 
the Great Good Samaritan as He walks along life’s 
dusty highways caring for the wounded men by the 
wayside. Watch the Great Shepherd of the sheep, as 

HE average man is not necessarily a success because 

be is tbe nominal bead of a great institution, owns 

a dozen palaces, a private yacbt, and a fleet of now- 

erful pleasure cars. Many a man is wonderfully 

successful wbo bas none of these but whose body 

IglJ" and brain botb are devoted to tbe bigbest and bn- 
. , est and truest possible service of bis kind. 

you have not been seeing the mountains. Let me tell 
you of the kindness of my friend, a Louisville doctor. 
The local physician in a certain North Carohna county 
said to my friend, “I wish you could help a man, but 
he is a good way off. He is too far away, I don’t think 
it would do.” My friend replied: “You pile up the 
difficulties, then pile up some more—then I will go.” 
So the two doctors went. They drove for ten miles over 
horrible roads, then walked down, down, down, mile 
after mile over a rough mountain path until they came 
to the bottom of the bowl of the mountains, where they 
found a one-room cabin, with a lean-to; and there, in 
the midst of filth lay a man with a tubercular knee. 
My friend looked around and saw there were no facili¬ 
ties for an operation, and said, “The man must be re¬ 
moved to a hospital.” The neighbors were in arms 
immediately, as they did not like the sound of the 
word “hospital.” But they were quieted. Down in 
the valley it was growing dark. Two poles were cut 
from the forest, a stretcher was made, and the two 
doctors and two neighbors carried the man up to the 
top of the mountian—zig-zagging fifty feet and a rest, 

He goes before His sheep, calling each by name, laying 
down His life for the sheep. Kindness is a pretty stiff 
requirement. 

What doth Jehovah require of thee, but to love 
kindness? It is easy to flirt with kindness, but flirta¬ 
tion is not love. You never marry the person you flirt 
with. Flirtation is not love. Many flirt with kindness 
at Thanksgiving time or Christmas, but love is a dif¬ 
ferent matter. 

Was the prophet right? Does the Lord require 
kindness of us? You remember the word of Jesus; 
surely it opens to us the very heart of God: “He is 
kind, he is kind, toward the unthankful and the evil. 
Ye shall be perfect as your Heavenly Father is per¬ 
fect.” If God required less, could He be our God? 

What doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, 
to love kindness? How searching is the suggestion 
that there must be a union between justice and kind¬ 
ness! You know Americans who are just, who pride 
themselves on their justice, yes, but they are not kind. 
1 know more Americans who are kind, but are not just. 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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A New Attraction for Blue Ridge 

For generations, Western North Carolina has been called the Land of the Shy,” and 

has long been characterized as one of the most beautiful regions in all America. Years 

ago, by action of our national congress, this particular section of North Carolina became 

the only national playground in the whole Southeast! Blue Ridge, therefore, is fortunate 

in being located in the very heart of this wonderfully famous region. 

The ab ove picture shows only a small fraction of the 1,391 acres owned by the Blue 

Ridge Association in this favored spot of the South. But some four acres of the lowest 

part of this plot, through which runs a beautiful mountain stream, is to become, we believe, 

one of the most attractive features of our out-of-door life at Blue Ridge. This location is 

but a short distance from Robert E. Lee Hall, our mam building, and forms the most nat¬ 

ural place on the Blue Ridge grounds for a large lake—which has long been needed to make 

our conference grounds the most complete in North A merica. 

Hundreds of people who have visited Blue Ridge during the past ten years have 

wished for such a lake—where swimming, boating, canoeing, hshmg, etc., could be en¬ 

joyed. The Blue Ridge Board of Directors, meeting in September, were most enthusiastic 

over the subject and several made large contributions, with the hope that many other in¬ 

terested Blue Ridge friends would join them in making possible this greatly desired attrac¬ 

tion for the coming summer. 

After going over the matter very thorou ghly, a careful estimated cost of this project 

has been made by a prominent engineer from Asheville. To have the lake it will cost 

$10,000, and we are calling on all good friends of Blue Ridge, through this and other me¬ 

diums, to help in so splendid an enterprise. 

Several days ago a letter concerning this matter was mailed to the young men and 

women who, during the p ast few summers, have been members of our B1 ue Ridg e work¬ 

ing staff. They are responding most heartily to the appeal, and I am sure that we can de¬ 

pend on this source to furnish a thousand dollars—or one-tenth of the cost of the lake. 

Dear reader, we solicit your active interest in this new attraction for Blue Ridge! 
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Jesus, the Standard Man'1 

Dr. W. D. Weatherford 

BRING you a simple message as briefly as 
I can tonight. But I must read a few 
verses from the second chapter of Philip- 
pians (Philippians 2:1-11). I want to 
call your particular attention to the fifth 
this mind be in you, which was also 

in Christ Jesus.” 

In every realm of life you must have some kind of 
standard. If you are going to buy some gingham, linen, 
silk or other kind of merchandise, you must have a 
standard for measuring your goods. In Washington 
they have a little stick a yard long, and every yard must 
measure up with that standard yard stick. In any 
other realm of life we have certain standards to live 
up to. We speak of a standard morality of life, a stand¬ 
ard college rating, and we speak of standard courses in 
college. A group of college men decide upon a stand¬ 
ard entrance to college. It means fifteen units of credit 
that you have to “dig” out, and you have to have all 
fifteen of them if you get into a first grade college. 
That is your standard. I suppose the greatest need 
for a standard is that for manhood—a standard of 
life. We have here the key for this standard of life in 
Jesus Christ. He is the one standard man. There 
isn’t any other standard man. I am not talking to you 
tonight about Jesus as God, but primarily of Jesus 
Christ as a man—the standard man. The man about 
whom Strauss, in his great German book, “The Life of 
Christ,” said that “there was absolutely no flaw in the 
man—a perfect man.” Strauss said, “He is not only 
a man, but a perfect man.” He is the one about which 
Renan, the great French skeptic, said, “Jesus was the 
topmost blossom of the tree of civilization.” Jesus 
Christ stands supreme and will ever stand supreme. 
He is the standard man that Sidney Lanier speaks of 
after calling the roll of all the great characters of the 
world, and shows their weaknesses of life, but when he 
comes down to the matchless man of Galilee, he says: 

“But thee, but thee, oh sovereign seer of time— 
Oh what amiss may I forgive in thee, 
Jesus, good paragon—thou crystal Christ.” 

I like to think about this conference as a mirror 
where you and I will stand for ten days and, looking 
into that mirror, will see whether we measure up to 
standard man. It will be our attempt in these various 
groups to face ourselves in the mirror and see whether 

. * Stenographic report of an address delivered at the Student 
Y. M. C. A. Conference, June 15, 1923, Blue Ridge, North Caro¬ 
lina. 

or not we measure up to this standard of Jesus. I 
submit to you that it is really worth while to face our¬ 
selves in the light of Jesus Christ and ask ourselves 
how near we approach the standard. 

What is the Mind of Jesus? 

Well, that being our intention, let’s stop for a few 
moments to ask, “What is the mind of Jesus?” If you 
are to know what the standard is, we must think about 
this mind. What was the mind of that standard man? 
How nearly can 1 get to that mind of the standard man? 
This afternoon I reread the Gospel of Mark, to try to 
see if I could get again the mind of Jesus, and thought 
of the various things He said, to see if I could make 
out a few of the marks of that great man. I am sure 
I have not made an exhaustive list, but I have set down 
a few things that I might put along side my life to 
see if I measure up to the life of Jesus Christ. 

Reality 

The first is that of reality—the most real man that 
the world ever had. Can you think of any hypocrisy 
in Jesus? Can you ever remember a case where Jesus 
lived a sham? Can you ever remember a case where 

Dr. W. D. Weatherford 

he was not real, where he did not show his real per¬ 
sonality, without sham and without hypocrisy? Can 
you ever remember when he was not perfectly truth¬ 
ful? How many of us measure up to Him in the col¬ 
lege from which we come? How many of you have 
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shammed back in your college? There was a great deal 
of sham in Jesus’ time. The hypocrite in Jesus’ time 
was the man who was trying to pretend be was a better 
man that he really was. Hypocrisy—I mean acting a 
part, acting upon another character—it is something- 
put on; it is not yourself. 

What is the form of hypocrisy in our own lives, and 
back in our colleges? Not that we are trying to pre¬ 
tend that we are better than we really are, but that we 
are pretending we are worse than we really are. Did 
you ever go into a fraternity group, and you knew 
there was a boy there who, deep down in his soul, had 
a feeling of justice and purity and of godliness, and 
yet, as the crowd gathered around and sang their songs 
and talked in a way that was not in accord with his feel¬ 
ings, he didn’t dare to say a word? In that case, he 
was acting a part. He wanted the rest of the men to 
think that he was the same kind of “good fellow” they 
were. The form of hypocrisy in our college days is that 
form that takes the man out of his best life and puts 
him back into the lower realm of life and makes him 
satisfied to pretend to be a worse man than he really 
is. A lot of men will try to make you think that they 
are careless and thoughtless in their religious life. 
When we are tempted to do things which we know are 
wrong, but have the courage to do the thing we ought 
to do, we raise our standard and become closer to our 
mark. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Honesty 

The second thing you will see in your mirror as you 
look into it at this conference and try to see Jesus is 
this: Simple, downright honesty. I suppose there isn’t 
any more serious problem in student life today than 
to be absolutely honest day by day. How many of us 
have been absolutely honest back in our college career, 
and lived up to this standard? Many and many a man 
has come up to this student conference, and after they 
have looked into the mirror, they have seen how far be¬ 
low the standard they come, and have determined to 
live a different life. A young chap came up to Blue 
Ridge from Millsaps, Mississippi, one summer with 
something dishonest back in his college career, and 
after he had been here about two or three days he came 
to me and said, “I can’t stand it any longer. I have 
got to get away.” I asked him what was the matter, 
and he said that we had gotten next to his heart and 
he couldn’t stand it any longer. He said that he had 
cheated on an examination when he was in college, and 
that he couldn’t look into the mirror any longer. I 
asked him why he didn’t write a letter to that professor 
and tell him what he had done, and get the thing cleared 
up. He was afraid he might lose his credits, but he 
could not stand not being honest any longer. In a few 
days he came back to see me and he was fairly walking 

on the air. He had written the letter and had made a 
clean breast of it all. Our colleges are literally honey¬ 
combed with dishonesty. If there is any man here who 
has that weakness, and doesn’t measure up, I trust, as 
you are here and look into the mirror and see your¬ 
self face to face, that you will make up your mind to 
overcome that weakness. Some ought to write letters 
back home, back to their colleges; for I doubt not that 
this hits almost everyone, for we have all made slips. 
But, men, if this conference is to be a great conference 
for you, you must be honest; you must face the truth 
even as Jesus faced the truth. You can’t get anything 
from this conference unless you do that. “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

Truth 

The third thing I want to call your attention to is 
the spirit of truth. Search for that spirit that was 
in Jesus. One of the main things about Jesus was that 
He seemed to be open to every truth that came. He 
was eager always to find the truth. It is the mark of 
any real man. Young men, you have never looked 
into as bright a mirror as you are looking into in these 
next ten days. There is not a single college in this 
land that holds up to you as clear a mirror as will be 
held up during these ten days. Are we going to be 
willing to face truth and follow it when we find it? 
What will it be? A young man said to me one sum¬ 
mer, “You are trying to make preachers of all of us.” 
No, we are not trying to do that; we are trying to make 
you see what God wants you to do. If it is the minis¬ 
try, we want you to see that. We do not want you to 
close your eyes; we want you to see what you ought 
to do. 

A young fellow came to me in a Western college 
and said, “I must talk with you.” He had been a stu¬ 
dent at Trinity College, and felt the call to go into 
Christian work. “I thought I would run away from it,” 
he said, “but the very first thing you said pierced me 
to the heart. I must brace up if I am going to give my 
life to this Christian call.” He was a coward. He 
heard the call, but did not want to follow. Many and 
many a man sees the truth as he has never seen it be¬ 
fore, then is afraid to confess the truth. These will 
be the greatest ten days in your life, if you will actually 
face the truth, and then whatever it costs, you will 
follow that truth as far as you can see it. Do not be 
afraid to see the truth and follow it, because the light is 
bright. If the mirror is more polished than the old 
mirror into which you looked, don’t wait until you get 
away where the mirror is all colored and you can’t see. 
Don’t wait until you get back there to make a real de¬ 
cision ; make it thoughtfully, but make it in the light of 
truth, and if there is any single spot in this world where 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Southern College Students (Summer Term at Blue Ridge) 

OUTHERN College of Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations declared its fourth an- 

4 nual dividend at the close of the summer 
k — term held at Blue Ridge, North Carolina, 

June 15th to August 30th. This dividend, 
as usual, was paid in the form of trained leadership to 
the local Young Men’s Christian Associations through¬ 
out the South. 

Following is a list of the men who graduated and 
the fields to which they have gone for service: 

W. J. Proctor, A.B. graduate of Newberry College, 
M.A. graduate of Vanderbilt University, M.A. from 
Southern College; Educational Director, Central Y. M. 
C. A., Birmingham, Alabama. 

J. M. Leland, B.A. Clemson College, South Carolina, 
M.A. graduate of Vanderbilt University, M.A. from 
Southern College. Specialized in student work and 
boys’ work. General Secretary, Student Y. M. C. A., 
The Citadel, Charleston, South Carolina. 

Herman C. Raiford, A.B. graduate of Guilford Col¬ 
lege, M.A. graduate of Vanderbilt University, M.A. 
from Southern College. Specialized in boys’ work. 
Associate Boys’ Work Secretary, Central Y. M. C. A., 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

B. L. Renfro has had two years’ work at the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama; has had nine quarters with South¬ 
ern College, B.A. degree from Southern College. Spe¬ 
cialized in boys’ work. Boys’ Work Secretary, Central 
Y. M. C. A., Charleston, South Carolina. 

The summer term of 1923 was one of the best and 
most successful of the entire history of the college. A 
group of very high grade men, deeply interested in 
more and better preparation for the association secre¬ 
taryship, spent three months in earnest study and work 
that they might be able to labor more effectively 

through this agency for the promotion of the Kingdom. 
The regular faculty of Southern College was greatly 

enriched for the summer by the addition of Dr. S. C. 
Mitchell, of Richmond University, whose courses on 
“Social Reconstruction” and “Economic Development 
in the South,” proved most helpful as well as interest¬ 
ing; and also Dr. 0. E. Brown, of Vanderbilt School 
of Religion, who gave in his usual very thorough and 
pleasing manner courses on “The Prophets” and 
“Christian Missions.” 

During the summer term we had with us, also, Mr. 
Fred B. Messing, who has now been added to the regu¬ 
lar faculty as head of the Department of Physical 
Education. Mr. Messing is a graduate of Hiram Col¬ 
lege, and finished two years of medical work at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto. He brings to us a very splendid 
background of training and rich experience in this 
field. He was for eleven years Physical Director at 
Rochester, New York, and most recently served for 
several years as National Physical Director for Poland 
during those most crucial years in the history of that 
great country. His coming to Southern College is a 
distinct addition to its staff and to the field it serves. 
One of the things he has done thus far in the new year 
has been to revolutionize the physical education work at 
Vanderbilt. Having had the two gymnasiums reno¬ 
vated and with some fifteen hundred dollars worth of 
added apparatus, he has been able to inject a new and 
marked enthusiasm into the whole university gymna¬ 
sium program. 

The summer term always provides opportunity for 
the men training for the association secretaryship to 
come in contact personally with the outstanding lead¬ 
ers of the movement, men who are known nationally 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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The Constitutional Convention of the Young Men's Christian Associa¬ 

tions of North America, Cleveland, Ohio, October 17-23* 

Dr. 0. E. Brown, Nashville, Tenn. 

ITHOUT question the Constitutional Con¬ 
vention of the Young Men’s Christian As¬ 
sociations, recently held at Cleveland, 
marks a new era in the history of the asso¬ 
ciation movement. The official report of 

the convention will ke given in the Association Men 
for December, but probably the readers of the Blue 

Ridge Voice will be interested in some brief statement 
giving the main features of the convention action. 

There were two purposes for which the convention 
was called. The primary purpose of the convention 
was to provide an organization for the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations of North America which would, 
so far as possible, prevent friction in the workings of 
the various association agencies, prevent duplication of 
function in these agencies, and prevent also the multi¬ 
plicity of appeals for association funds. Besides this 
primary purpose, there had been referred to the con¬ 
vention by the Atlantic City convention the Slade reso¬ 
lution on the basis of membership. It thus came about 
that the convention had before it the two great prob¬ 
lems of an effective constitutional organization and a 
valid basis of association membership. 

The convention was organized by the adoption of 
the report of the committee on nominations, which 
made Dr. J. C. Acheson, of Danville, Kentucky, the 
president of the body, and Mr. J. C. Armstrong, of 
Brooklyn, the secretary of the convention. Associated 
with President Acheson were five vice-presidents, and 
with Mr. Armstrong, two associate secretaries. The 
committee on organization recommended that the mat¬ 
ters to be considered by the convention should be han¬ 
dled through two committees; a committee of sixty 
dealing with the problem of organization and a com¬ 
mittee of fifteen dealing with the question of basis of 
membership. The committee of sixty was divided into 
four subcommittees, working practically as independ¬ 
ent committees on the questions referred to them. The 
four committees were a committee of twenty on the 
national legislative body, committee of twenty on gen¬ 
eral agencies, committee of ten on financing general 
agencies and committee of ten on judiciary. 

In order that the convention might get before it 
quite clearly the various questions which were to be 

*Dr. Brown has been, for a number of years, a member of the 
International Committee. He was an outstanding delegate to 
the recent Cleveland convention, being a member of the Com¬ 
mittee of Thirty-three, and chairman of the important commis¬ 
sion on the question of the membership basis. 

determined by it, the early sessions of the convention 
were used for the presentation of the various plans of 
organization which members of the convention had 
drafted prior to its assembling. Following this hearing 
of the constitutional plans by the convention as a body, 
the several special committees held open hearings, giv¬ 
ing any members of the convention the privilege of ex¬ 
pressing their judgment on the questions before the 
committees. In this way the first four days of the con¬ 
vention were given to committee service and hearings, 
and the convention itself quite thoroughly canvassed 
the issues and the varieties of plans that were up for 
discussion. The open hearings before the findings com¬ 
mittee on the basis of membership drew increasingly 
large numbers of the convention delegates, and resulted 
in very thorough discussion of the membership ques¬ 
tion, especially of the Slade resolution. It became very 

Dr. 0. E. Brown 

manifest that the purpose of the Slade resolution had 
not been understood. It was dealt with by various dele¬ 
gates as an effort to divorce the association movement 
from the evangelical churches. It was made plain, 
however, that the Slade resolution was not meant as a 
substitute eliminating any of the existing membership 
tests, but offered as an alternate which any association 
might use should it find it helpful for the promotion of 
its best service to the young men and the churches of 
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its community. The form in which the Slade resolu¬ 
tion was presented by the committee for open hearing 
was as follows: 

Fourth Alternative Basis 

Any local association may, by vote of its com¬ 
mittee of management or board of directors, ad¬ 
mit to active voting membership those young 
men who accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour, who purpose to serve Him and be His 
disciples, and who desire to associate their ef¬ 
forts for the extension of His Kingdom. 

After further consideration by the committee, the 
form in which it was proposed, that the resolution 
should be considered by the convention, was modified 
to read as follows: 

Proposal Number Two 

Resolved, That the following be adopted as 
an alternate basis of voting membership and 
control: 

“Those associations who so desire may, by 
vote of their boards of directors or committees 
of management, admit to voting membership 
those young men who accept Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Saviour, who purpose, in accord¬ 
ance with the teachings of the New Testament, 
to serve Him and be His disciples, and who de¬ 
sire to associate their efforts for the extension 
of His Kingdom; provided this action shall not 
change the present authorized practice of office¬ 
holding and convention representation.” 

After some discussion on Saturday afternoon and 
on Saturday evening in the regular sessions of the con¬ 
vention, it was found that the convention would not 
have time to go into the question of membership in as 
thorough a fashion as was needful. It was felt, also, 
that the international convention had recently so thor¬ 
oughly considered the whole question of the member¬ 
ship basis as to make it unwise at this time to reopen 
the question. With that in mind, the following resolu¬ 
tion was adopted, which was meant to dispose of the 
whole matter: 

Resolved, That in any constitution or find¬ 
ings presented by this convention to the brother¬ 
hood for adoption by referendum vote, the basis 
of active membership therein required be the 
basis of active membership adopted by the inter¬ 
national conventions of the Young Men’s Chris¬ 
tian Associations of North America. 
Later on in the convention, the Slade resolution was 

referred back to the international convention for final 
disposition or for consideration by the national legis¬ 
lative council, should such be provided and qualified for 
dealing with the question. While the discussions on 
the membership question were very illuminating as to 

the differences of attitude in various sections of our 
country on the membership basis, it is probably fortu¬ 
nate that the convention did not deem it necessary to 
make any changes in the present existing basis of ac¬ 
tive membership. 

On Monday morning, October 22nd, the convention 
assembled with the expectation of hearing reports from 
the committee of sixty dealing with the problems of the 
association organization. While there had been many 
plans for the reorganization of the association move¬ 
ment presented to the convention, by Monday these 
plans had been very largely reduced to two types, the 
one known as the two-agency plan and the other de¬ 
scribed as the single-agency plan. Each of the plans 
recognized the sovereign power of the local association, 
and that this sovereign power could only be limited 
through the action of a representative legislative body 
in which the local associations agreed to delegate cer¬ 
tain special powers to other designated agencies. On 
the basis of this fundamental principle, two reports 
were presented to the convention on Monday, one oc¬ 
cupying the greater part of the time Monday morning 
and the other the larger portion of the time on Monday 
afternoon. After a full day’s discussion, it was recog¬ 
nized that the two plans of organization were not so 
far apart as at first appeared. Each of the reports 
claimed to be providing for a democratic procedure, 
each seeking to provide for an effective national serv¬ 
ice and each seeking to preserve the state unit of or¬ 
ganization in so far as it had been found of real value 
in the association movement. It appeared that the 
main difference between the two plans lay in the degree 
in which they provided for a vital unity between the 
state and national organizations. Representatives of 
the two types of organization were asked by the con¬ 
vention, sitting in a committee of the whole, to confer 
over their points of difference and see if they could 
not bring in a joint report which would commend itself 
to the approval of all parties in the convention. The 
convention, on Tuesday morning, received with great 
enthusiasm the report of the chairman of the commit¬ 
tee of sixty that the authors of the two plans which had 
been under consideration during Monday were ready 
to make a joint report, wherein the differences of v:'ew 
had been satisfactorily adjusted. Quite to the surprise 
of all concerned, therefore, before the adjournment of 
the Tuesday morning session of the convention, it had 
unanimously adopted a constitution for submission to 
the brotherhood. 

The limits of this article will not allow a discussion 
of the details of this constitution. Its main features, 
however, may be briefly stated. The first feature of 
the organization is the provision for a national council 
composed of not less than three hundred or more than 
four hundred representatives of local associations, 

(Continued on Page 13) 



Blue Ridge Summer Staff* 
June 1-September 1, 1923 

F all the groups that come to Blue Ridge 
each summer, the Summer Staff of “P. W. 
G.’s and P. W. B.’s” are the most unique; 
and, as they feel, the most fortunate. 
They remain for three months under the 

inspiration of the conferences and the mountains, the 
fellowship of God and man. It is quite true that they 
set the spirit of the conferences that come—handling 
as they do the work at all quarters. 

The staff of the summer of 1923 came from almost 
every state in the South—from Texas, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Florida to Virginia, Kentucky and Ten¬ 
nessee. The girls represented thirty-three colleges; 
the boys twenty. All the hundred and thirty members 
came from colleges, ranking from freshmen to grad¬ 
uate students. Many of them came to Blue Ridge 
looking forward to Christian vocations of life service—- 
many others left with that purpose. 

The Blue Ridge Staff, from the chief executive down 
to the humblest member, all work as one family. The 
Blue Ridge Council, composed of department heads and 
student representatives, iron out all the difficulties and 
inefficiencies. A cooperating committee of students 
and faculty plan and execute the staff functions of the 
summer. The men and the women have their special 
organizations of student government. The presidents 

*This article was written by Forrest D. Brown, now a stu¬ 
dent at Southern College of the Y. M. C. A., for four summers 
an efficient member of the Blue Ridge working staff. 

of these groups act on the Blue Ridge Council, and with 
other students form the program committee for student 
religious meetings. 

There is a variety of work at Blue Ridge. The 
spirit of the group makes the humblest task a pleasure. 
Willing hands work together in a most surprising way 
to have been gathered from so many different locali¬ 
ties and circumstances. The girls serve the tables and 
assist with the pantry work. The boys may be seen 
at many tasks—in the laundry, baggage room, store, 
lobby, pantry, on the tennis courts, and at the pool. 
Their efficiency and spirit is attested to by the comment 
of hundreds of delegates who are constantly coming 
and going. 

While work is a very important part of the Blue 
Ridger’s program, it is by no means the only part. 
Recreational and social life is happy and wholesome. 
There are hikes, sunrise hikes, overnight hikes, short 
hikes, long hikes to places well known to all frequenters 
of those magnificent hills. The climax comes in the 
two-day hike to Mitchell, some twenty miles and back. 
To the uninitiated that sounds “awful,” but to those 
who have been, it is a golden memory. There are motor 
trips to Chimney Rock, Junaluska, Pisgah, Asheville, 
and even Washington. There are parties around the 
campfire at “Martha,” in the “Rookery,” in the gym— 
all overflowing with ideas to take back to the campus 
social life. 

Study is not less a feature of the Blue Ridger’s day. 
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In fact, that has become one of the primary attractions. 
Southern College, with its eminent leadership, trains 
these students for more intensive and understanding 
religious leadership of the local campus. Religion is 
both taught and caught. Courses dealing with the in¬ 
dustrial and social problems are equally well attended. 
Life and religion are knitted into one. The students 
themselves supplement the courses of study by a series 
of forums on campus problems to the solution of which 
is brought to bear the experience of almost the whole 
Southland, as well as leadership from all parts of the 
world. 

Sunday evenings the students have their own re¬ 
ligious meetings. While they are in the conference 
meetings all summer, yet these gatherings mean, in 
many respects, more. There are meetings on missions, 
Christian life service, the Student Association pro¬ 
gram, the new student, the ideal girl, the ideal man, 
and many vitally interesting topics. Superficiality is 
laid aside, and students talk frankly as perhaps they 
rarely do elsewhere. 

It is no wonder that the parting on September 1st 
is a sad one. Blue Ridge lives in the lives of the staff 
members forever as a glorious experience. There has 
come a new realization of the dignity of work, the sa¬ 
credness of life, the beauty of God’s world, of the fel¬ 
lowship one with another and with Christ. No wonder 
the colleges feel the impress of those returning; the 
mission fields the power of those who go out to them! 
Blue Ridge ceases to be a place; it becomes an ideal. 

THE REQUIREMENTS OF GOD 
(Continued from Page 3) 

No people in the world love better to be benevolent des¬ 
pots than we democratic Americans; there are no 
women in the world who love to be ladies bountiful as 
do American women. To be just and kind. 

As I think upon these things, I find myself wishing 
to stop reading the Bible. There is a kind of inevitable, 
unescapable quality about these requirements of God. 
But as we think of what justice in America and in the 
twentieth century means, obedience seems impossible. 
When the command of kindness is added, obedience 
seems doubly impossible. But the prophet is not done 
with us, refuses to be done with us. “Do justly, love 
kindness, walk humbly with God.” We are to walk, 
but not alone, we are to walk with God. That can’t be, 
that’s the privilege of the elect; some Enoch, it 
may be, some Elijah, it may be—. It is God’s require¬ 
ment of every common, nameless man. But we are to 
walk humbly with God. The word “humbly” comes 
from a word which means hidden, noiseless, modest. 
We are to walk modestly with God. Surely that ele¬ 
ment of the command is easy to obey. Yes, it is if one 
walks near enough to God. The soldiers who march 
nearest the commander are modest enough. The boast¬ 
ers are in the rear ranks. 

But to walk with God! Can the prophet be right? 
If God required less, could He be our God? 

But do you see what has happened? When we 
talked of justice, it seemed an impracticable command; 
when we spoke of justice joined with kindness, it al¬ 
most sdemed to us as if we might just as well stop 
trying to obey God. But now that we speak of walking 
humbly with God, that last requirement makes obe¬ 
dience to the other two requirements a corollary. Do 
we walk humbly with God? What happens? We shall 
do justly, we shall love kindness. To do otherwise 
were impossible. You can’t walk in two directions at 
the same time. The path of God is the path of justice 
and of kindness. An unjust act, an unkind word, and 
you no longer walk with God. 

To do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with 
God. The prophet implies that these are the only re¬ 
quirements of God. . . . Can we agree? The prophet 
spoke perhaps seven hundred years before Christ. 
Have not the requirements multiplied since Jesus came? 
Our Master does give to us the joy of many beliefs, the 
chance of many activities, the inspiration of a glorious 
goal, which the prophet did not know. The require¬ 
ments of God reach far into thoughts and intents of the 
individual heart in a fashion not realized by the 
prophet. But the requirements of God are today none 
other than in the days when the prophet unveiled the 
heart of the Eternal. 

Our great life question, then, is this: Can we walk 
with God ? Surely God’s requirement ought to be God’s 
enablement. And what do we find ? This: Our Mas¬ 
ter, who has made more difficult, because more inclu¬ 
sive, the task of justice, the task of kindness, makes in¬ 
finitely easier the fundamental task of humble compan¬ 
ionship with God. No longer is God a glorified tribal 
chieftain. No longer is He the inhabitant of fathom¬ 
less spaces. In Jesus, by the aid of Jesus, we take God’s 
hand in the darkness, and are lifted up and strength¬ 
ened. 

Young woman, the. prophet does not tell us whether 
we are to go to the mountains of Tennessee or Thibet. 
He does not tell us whether we are to go to the plains 
where cross the crowded ways of life, or to the soli¬ 
tudes where lonely pioneers carve for themselves hon¬ 
est homes from the forests. 

But obedience to the prophet’s word would work a 
profound simplification of life. Half the problems of 
our personal lives would find immediate solution, and 
the rest could wait in patience outside the unopened 
door. 

But I speak to you as lovers of America, as 
leaders of the America that is to be. Obedience to the 
prophet’s word would extricate America from her pres¬ 
ent shame, and bring her into a large place in the life 
of the world. 

This morning we have read the story of the heroes 
of faith of the other days; and whenever we read of 
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them, we think as well of those whom we ourselves have 
known, who now speak to us, each one to each one, from 
the cloud of witnesses: “Do justly, love kindness, walk 
modestly with God. March with the heroes and with 
the Leader of the heroes, and you will become a hero, 
too.” 

JESUS, THE STANDARD MAN 
(Continued from Page 6) 

men are sure of finding truth it is on these hill tops, 
and you can afford to make some decision while you are 
here. It is a safe principle for a man to live up to the 
standard, to the ideal, that comes to him at the highest 
point of his life, to live up to that ideal until he reaches 
a higher point of life somewhere else. Don’t live on the 
ideal that comes to you in the valley; but live up to the 
thing that comes to you in the high tide of life. This 
ought to be one of those high tides. Jesus was always 
ready to follow the truth, and if we are to get the 
greatness of this conference, we must have the mind 
of Jesus in us. 

Purity 

The fourth quality of the mind of Jesus that I want 
to bring to your attention is that He was absolutely 
clean. The mind of Jesus was without spot. There 
isn’t a single instance in the Gospel of Mark that por¬ 
trays anything but the purest and finest manhood, and I 
know perfectly well that that isn’t any easy battle. I 
know, Dr. Galloway, that that isn’t the easiest thing in 
life. I know that the social conditions of college life are 
not always conducive to that mind that was in Jesus. 
Night before last when I was in the Union Station at 
Nashville, a group of a dozen or more students had 
gathered together into a little group, and one of them 
dared a girl, and as quick as a flash I saw a thing that 
went through my heart. I saw that girl reach over and 
kiss one of the college boys. Well, I didn’t think it 
would go quite that far. I was on a college campus 
this winter where I saw boys and girls associated with 
each other. I would see a boy and girl walk along 
openly holding hands and with their arms around each 
other’s waists. I saw it in the very daylight. In God’s 
name, what has happened to us that we have lost our 
sense of sacredness of personality? Fellows, I don’t 
know what may be back in your life, but I say to you 
frankly, if you have that spirit of fondling and petting 
about you, this conference has nothing for you. I say 
it with all the earnestness of one college man to an¬ 
other, if you are to get the great things out of this con¬ 
ference, we must have the mind of Jesus in us. 

Let’s go back to our rooms and beg God to burn 
out of our hearts every bit of the lust and lack of re¬ 
spect for womanhood. It is the only way we will get 
anything out of this conference, and I am eager that 
we get the biggest and the best out of it. 
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Reverence 

Then I think of another thing, the spirit of rever¬ 
ence. It runs right into that great thing that I have 
just been saying. The spirit of reverence in the mind 
of Jesus Christ. Surely if any one else could set aside 
reverence, Jesus could; but Jesus was the most rever¬ 
ent of all persons. I am wondering whether or not 
that spirit of reverence is in our college life. Whether 
or not we have not gotten a little of the blase attitude— 
that one can do and say almost anything he wishes— 
and no one can teach us anything. I remember being 
in a college audience one night when John R. Mott was 
delivering an address. It wasn’t a long address, and 
after discussing four or five points he said, “And last¬ 
ly—,” and a student in the back of the audience said, 
“Thank God for lastly.” He had gotten to the place 
where no one could teach him anything; he had for¬ 
gotten the meaning of the word reverence. I wonder, 
men, if we have lost our sense of reverence. 

Service 

Then I must add this other word. The spirit of 
Jesus is the spirit of service. What is the real pur¬ 
pose of our college career? Is it that we may grab 
more money, or is it that we may go out to serve the 
world? A business man once said to me, “If I want to 
put two hundred per cent on my stoves, and can get by 
with it, it isn’t anybody’s business but mine.” He 
hasn’t any more right to put two hundred per cent on 
stoves than I have to put two hundred per cent tax on 
the religious work I am doing; and if I were to give 
myself purely from the standpoint of money, you would 
despise me, or any other religious worker or teacher. 
The man who says, “It is my business to make all the 
money I can, regardless,” is making a big mistake. 
Fellows, if this conference is to be worth anything, it 
must have the spirit of Jesus in it. Jesus said he came 
to give his life for the sake of others. He likened life 
unto a friend who gave his life for a friend. He gave 
himself without stint, and if we are to get the largest 
and fullest things, it is because we catch this spirit that 
was in Jesus—the spirit of unselfishness. Almost all 
of us fear to find the truth. No selfish mind will ever 
accept the truth. There isn’t any way in which truth 
can get into a selfish mind. “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” He counted as 
nothing being on equality with God, but He humbled 
Himself, and took upon Himself the form of man, and 
Paul added, “Even the death of the cross.” The spirit 
of unselfishness. And, fellow-students, that, after all, 
is the one spirit that really counts. 

As I stand here, my mind goes back to Arthur 
Brown. One night Arthur Brown and I went down on 
the edge of the farm at the old farm school and lay 
down against a shock of rye, and we talked there for 
two or three hours about what he was going to do with 
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his life. And finally he said, “I think I ought to give 
myself to Christian work,” and he went down to be the 
secretary at the University of Mississippi. The men 
who knew Brown there know what a wonderful man he 
was to that institution, and when he died, the president 
of the college said to me: “As much as I value my 
faculty, it would have been better for any member of 
the faculty to have died than this secretary, for he 
meant more to the students than any other man on the 
campus.” 

Remember, that has to be true of us if we are go¬ 
ing to count. The most difficult task we have before us 
is to see ourselves in the mirror with Jesus, and find out 
whether or not our lives measure up to His life ; wheth¬ 
er our standard is His standard; whether our achieve¬ 
ment is at least measuring toward His standard in 
character. May God help us that it may be the case. 

Y. M. C. A. DIVIDENDS 
(Continued from Page 7) 

and internationally on account of their achievements 
in the work. The summer of 1923 was no exception, as 
the various conferences brought together a rare type 
of leadership. 

The story of the summer term cannot be told 
without particular mention being made of the group 

Fred B. Messing 

of consecrated Christian college young women who are 
rendering most valuable service to all the conferences 
through the Blue Ridge Association and who are ma¬ 
triculated as “co-eds” for Southern College’s summer 
term. Their contribution to the work and Southern 
College’s contribution to the South through them is one 
of the notable features of the summer term. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from Page 9) 

elected by these associations assembled in electoral dis¬ 
trict conventions. In addition to the elected members 
of the national council, there are also twenty-one ex- 
officio members made up of those who are in the official 
and committee service of the council. This national 
council holds regular annual sessions. The national 
council functions in the intervals of its sessions through 
a central board, through several service committees, 
such as the national service committee, the national 
coordinating committee, the national business commit¬ 
tee, the national personnel committee and the interna¬ 
tional service or foreign work committee. 

The constitution also provides for state and inter¬ 
state committees, elected in such democratic way as 
may be determined upon in each particular state. The 
state committee is tied in with the national movement 
by at least two very vital bonds. The first is in the 
matter of staff. The state committee can elect its state 
secretary only after approval of the nominee for the 
place by the national council. The state secretary thus 
becomes, within the state, the executive of both the 
state committee and the national council. The other 
vital bond is in the fact that the budgets of the na¬ 
tional council, state committees and training agencies 
are to be submitted for review and suggestions of mod¬ 
ifications to the annual meetings of the national coun¬ 
cil. After this mutual process of review and sugges¬ 
tion, the state committee, the training agencies and the 
national council each will have power to adopt its own 
budget. This process of unification was felt to offer a 
solution of the most serious problems of relationship 
with which the associations had hitherto been con¬ 
fronted. For the whole financial problem, however, the 
convention did not find a solution, refusing as it did to 
adopt the report of the special committee on the financ¬ 
ing of general agencies. 

In addition to the provisions for a national council 
and for national and state organizations, the convention 
also unanimously adopted the report of the. judiciary 
committee whereby provision is made for the creation 
by the national council of a judicial board. This judi¬ 
cial board is made effective by giving it final power 
for the decisions of questions referred to it, subject only 
to review on petition by the national council. 

This, in broad outline, represents the work of the 
constitutional convention which, to the very great sat¬ 
isfaction of all parties, was adopted without a dissent¬ 
ing voice. Representatives of all parties in the conven¬ 
tion seemed ready to adopt the slogan of “100 per cent 
vote in referendum in favor of the new constitution.” 

In closing, it may be well to designate the main fea¬ 
tures of the new constitution. In the first place, it is 
democratic. State committees and the national council 
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are created by the process of democratic voting-. They 
are constituted on the principle of direct representation 
from the local associations as sovereign bodies. 

The second feature is that of organic unification. 
National and state units are vitally related both in the 
matter of staff and of budget. 

The third feature is that of decentralization. The 
national council, in the interval of its sessions, is repre¬ 
sented not merely by a general board with full power 
like the present international committee, but by a gen¬ 
eral board and five committees, each of which will be 
charged with lines of special service with power to act. 

The fourth feature is that of legalized general agen¬ 
cies. While the sovereign power is recognized as 
lodged in the local association, it is also recognized 
that the local associations are bound by their action in 
the national council. Such powers as are conferred 
upon the general agencies can be exercised by them 
without their being entirely dependent upon the cour¬ 
tesy of any individual association for the privilege of 
doing so. The clothing of the national and state or¬ 
ganizations with certain powers which the local asso¬ 
ciations have bound themselves to recognize, is a great 
forward step toward making the association movement 
a real organization and not a mere aggregation of in¬ 
dependent units. 
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The fifth is the judicial principle. The establish¬ 
ment of a judicial board whose findings shall be bind¬ 
ing upon the parties concerned promises to relieve the 
association movement of many embarrassing situa¬ 
tions. 

While the constitution embodies these essential 
principles, of course, no one can claim that it is a per¬ 
fect instrument. Those having to do with its framing 
may well make their own the words of President Wilson 
regarding another very important document: “We 
were unable to plan all the machinery that might be 
necessary to meet the differing and unexpected contin¬ 
gencies. Therefore, we should say of this document 
that it is not a straight-jacket, but a vehicle of life. 
A living thing is born, and we must see to it that the 
clothes we put upon it do not hamper it—a vehicle of 
power, but a vehicle in which power may be varied at 
the discretion of those who exercise it and in accord¬ 
ance with the changing circumstances of the time.” 

It may be added that the convention left the rela¬ 
tionship between the national movements in the United 
States and in Canada undisturbed. The international 
convention is expected to continue to have its vital place 
as expressing the fine cooperative spirit of the asso¬ 
ciated brotherhood in our two great neighboring na¬ 
tions. 

A Class in the Vanderbilt Gymnasium Under the Direction of Mr. Messing. 
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Jesus and His Attitude!' 

J. Stitt Wilson, Berkley, California 

AS Jesus silent about social and economic 
problems? Let us look for a moment. 
What was the most suggestive fact of all 
the pagan world? I will give it to you in 
three verbs and two nouns. Paganism— 

disrespected, poor, miserable human beings. The pa¬ 
gans disregarded human rights. They did not know 
there was such a thing as human rights. In all the 
vocabulary or language of the ancient world, there was 
no word for human rights. Paganism heaped upon 
their heads all the oppression of the land, and these 
human beings whose rights were disregarded carried 
burdens of mighty oppression—hard work and toil— 

any of you worry, or don’t let any mind think I am talk¬ 
ing about modern slavery. I am not. I am not talking 
about slavery in Africa. I am talking about the histo¬ 
ry of the long tragedy of the human race, when pagan¬ 
ism sat on the thrones of the world, and human life was 
ignored. Oh, those wretched-faced, burdened people, 
that the world whipped, beat and despised! 

Into that kind of a world came a King and a relig¬ 
ious teacher and philosopher; into that world where its 
people were disregarded, disrespected and oppressed, 
their women raped and their children seduced, where 
there was lust of gain and power, there stepped a great 
man—the greatest man the world has ever known. His 

NTO a world where its people were disregarded, disre¬ 

spected and oppressed, there came a King and a religious 

teacher and philosopher—the greatest man history has 

ever known. He served human beings—the poor, re¬ 

jected, forlorn and broken-hearted. No man need ever 

be afraid of anything that Jesus stood for! 

and they built a world like that. Who built the hang¬ 
ing gardens? Babylonian slaves. Who built the pyra¬ 
mids ? Egyptian slaves. Who built the Roman roads ? 
Human beings, chained together, not by ones or twos, 
but by the thousands. The whole world was a slave 
market. Three verbs I give you—disrespected, disre¬ 
garded and oppressed human life. That is the pagan 
world. I give you two nouns. They were gathered 
up in three great lusts. The lust of gain. The richest 
capitalists of Rome made their money out of the slave 
markets, as you make it out of cattle markets and hog 
markets. Lust of gain, lust of power, and lust of flesh. 
This was the black heart of the pagan world. It fell 
upon the broken backs of the oppressed slaves. Don’t 

*A short excerpt from one of Mr. Wilson's addresses given 
at the Student Y. M. C. A. Conference, June, 1923. 

name was Jesus. He served only for human beings, 
first, last and always. And if there are any human be¬ 
ings he liked more than the rest, they were the poor, re¬ 
jected, forlorn and broken-hearted. He almost put 
Himself under them to lift them to God. No man on 
earth need ever be afraid of anything that Jesus Christ 
ever stood for. 

Jesus stood beside the other great rulers of that 
time, but He stood alone. He walked on that stage of 
history and, in fact, of all history, putting His hand 
on the lowest, least and last and the most degraded 
specimens of humanity, and said, “As you touch this 
soul you touch God.” That is Christianity. Christian¬ 
ity is no doctrine or ism. You can be baptized until you 
are drowned, you can drink sacrament until you are 
worn out, and still you will not be a Christian. Chris- 
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tianity is something that comes into your hearts that 
makes human beings the one sacred thing beneath the 
stars. God help us to find the beginnings of Chris¬ 
tianity. 

If any young man in this house tonight, from the 
humblest college of the South, or from the humblest 
home; any freshman, the lowliest man in this gather¬ 
ing, if he will stand for even the beginnings of the 
care and the sacredness of human beings that Jesus 
Christ stood for, he not only will be valiant among the 
names of this day, but the world will have to reckon 
with him as they did with Jesus Christ; while the men 
who have the lust for gain and power and disrespect 
for human beings and disregard for human rights, 
and heap up gold by oppressing human life, will be lost 
on the pages of history. Jesus was not silent. One 
foot on the page of history and he changed the dating 
of the world. It is not mystery. Any man will do it 
anywhere. What town do you live in? Do you stand 
up for human beings, first, last and forever? In the 
grip of your heart and public life they will have to 
reckon with you. God manifested in the flesh. That is 
God. 

Some people think God is a policeman standing there 
back in the clouds somewhere ready to stretch out his 
hand and knock us all into hell. That is not God. Just 
one word. Jesus described God. What was it? Love. 
He that loveth is born of God. How beautiful! How 
wonderful! Jesus silent about social and economic 
things? I have heard people—people with gray hairs 
—say the same thing. Jesus dealt with souls. Where 
did he see souls? Locked up in human bodies, did he 
not? 

Let me give you one simple explanation to see 
whether Jesus was silent or not. There is no book so 
badly read as the New Testament. It ought never to 
be read monotonously. I think it would be a good thing 

for the preachers not to read the Bible before their ser¬ 

mon ; I think they should read it afterwards, in the mid¬ 

dle of the sermon, or any time except at the beginning 

of the sermon. People think, “Oh, that is just the 

Scripture, in a few minutes we will have the sermon.” 

I don’t know anything as badly read as the Bible. 
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