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A High-Grade Seven Per Cent Investment 

OFFERED BY THE 

BLUE RIDGE ASSOCIATION 
$80,000 FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS 

IN AMOUNTS OF 

$100, $250, $500, $1,000 

COUPONS PAYABLE SEMI-ANNUALLY, SEPT. AND MARCH 1 

AT THE 

INDEPENDENCE TRUST COMPANY, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

WITH SEVENFOLD REAL ESTATE SECURITY. 

WITH THREEFOLD FIRE INSURANCE PROTECTION. 

WITH THE MORAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 

THE ENTIRE SOUTH OF THE Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., AND 

MISSIONARY EDUCATION MOVEMENT. 

THE BONDS are secured by Deed of Trust to tbe Independence 
Trust C ompany, of Charlotte; tbe said deed of trust covering tbe prop¬ 
erty of tbe Association, wbicb bas cost to date over $400,000, so tbat tbe 
security is more tban fo urfold on basis of cost, or sevenfold on replace¬ 
ment value, now estimated at $600,000 by representatives of tbe insur¬ 
ance companies. 

Tbe property is insured for $295,000, and tbis insurance beld as 
further protection to the bonds. 

$50,000 of tbe Bonds bave been sold. Remaining bonds are offered 
at tbeir par value plus accrued interest from March 1. 

For further information write 

F. C. ABBOTT, Treasurer, 

212 Trust B uildmg, 

Charlotte, N. C. 
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A Mountain Top Experience 
OULD you have a mountain-top experience 
in your life? Don’t you sometimes long 
to get away from it all—the noise and 
hurly-burly—the constant round of activi¬ 
ties—the long hours—just to steal away 

for days to some secluded spot in God’s green out¬ 
doors—away up high—to meditate and pray—to gain 
fresh inspiration and vigor for the great task before 
you? Our Master needed this refreshment, how much 
more must you and I need it! 

Well, there is no better place in all the world for 
such an experience than in the great out-of-doors in 
the Blue Ridge! For generations western North 
Carolina has been called the “Land of the Sky,” and it 
has long been characterized as one of the most ex¬ 
quisitely beautiful regions in all America. It is sit¬ 
uated in the heart of the great Appalachian Reserve 
of the United States Government, created by the Na¬ 
tional Congress, and through this reservation has be¬ 
come by statute the only National playground in the 
Southeast. 

Such is the approval of our government upon this 
favored section of the country. Consequently this 
wonder spot possesses all the qualifications necessary 
to make Blue Ridge most ideal in its location. As such 
there is probably no place in the entire country better 
adapted to a vacation spot than Blue Ridge. With all 
of this in its favor, and with an estate of 1,391 acres, 
consisting of virgin forest, mountain trails, pure 
springs, unsurpassed scenery, a group of thirty-six 
modern buildings, all of which have an altitude of 
over 2,700 feet, with our own garden, which furnishes 
all of our vegetables each day, our own electric light¬ 
ing plant, steam laundry, high grade commercial 

bakery, scientifically trained dietitians, store and soda 
fountain, U. S. post office, high grade staff of one hun¬ 
dred and thirty college men and women who do the 
work in our buildings, and with the fine social life 

which is simple, wholesome and democratic, all this 
and much more make Blue Ridge a place ideal in all 
of its appointments for one who is looking for the 

(Continued on page 15.) 
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Missionary Education Conference 
Blue Ridge, June 26 to July 6. 

HE first of these gatherings was held at 
Silver Bay, N. Y., in 1902. At this con¬ 
ference the Young People’s Missionary 
Movement was organized, which later be¬ 
came the Missionary Education Movement 

of the United States and Canada. This is the organi¬ 
zation in which practically all the leading denomina¬ 
tions of the United States and Canada unite to hold 
summer conferences and to publish missionary educa¬ 
tion literature. There are six conferences held in dif¬ 
ferent sections of the country and are the only official 
conferences of the Missionary Education Movement 
in the United States. Each conference is under the 
direction of a Territorial Committee which is officially 
approved by the Movement and authorized to conduct 
the conference. This committee is made up of repre¬ 
sentatives of the various denominations active in that 
territory. The entire series of conferences is under 
the general supervision of the Conference Secretary 
of the Movement. 

The Program 
Each conference arranges its own program, but all 

follow a general plan and center their study around 
the same themes. For 1923 the home mission theme 
is “Saving America Through Her Girls and Boys”; 
the foreign mission theme is “Japan.” Among the 
books studied will be “The Child and America’s 
Future,” by Jay S. Stowell; “Creative Forces in 
Japan,” by Galen M. Fisher; “Japan On the Upward 
Trail,” by William Axling, and “The Woman and the 
Leaven in Japan,” by Charlotte DeForrest. 

The program is organized around four topics: 
Bible Study, Mission Study, Missionary Education 
Methods, and the Organization of the Local Church 
as a Missionary Force. At most of the conferences 
there are special courses for young people, known as 
Servants of the King, and for Life Service Recruits. 

Efficient Christians 
ARE MADE—NOT BORN. TRAINING IS ESSEN¬ 
TIAL TO EFFICIENCY. LEADERSHIP IS THE 
CRYING NEED OF THE HOUR. 

You Can Become a Leader 
Training will make you efficient. If you are al¬ 

ready a leader, training will increase your usefulness. 
What Help Are You in Solving the Problems of 

Your Church? 
The answer to this question depends largely upon 

your training. Are you satisfied with the work of 

your Sunday school, your Young People’s Society, your 
Woman’s Missionary Society, or your general church 
program of missionary education? If not, what are 
you doing to improve conditions? Expert leadership 
will solve your difficulties. The Missionary Education 
Conference has been successfully training expert lead¬ 
ership for over twenty years. Thousands of efficient 
Christian workers attribute their success to the train¬ 
ing and inspiration received at these gatherings. 
Equip yourself with the latest and best in content and 
method and you can help solve the problems of your 
church. 

What the Coferences of the Missionary Educa¬ 
tion Movement Offer 

A three-year course of study leading to a Certifi¬ 
cate of Training in Missionary Education. 

Special Classes for Sunday school Teachers, Work¬ 
ers in the Young People’s Society, Leaders of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society, Directors of Religious 
Education, Church Committeemen and Pastors. 

Complete Training for those conducting Church 
Schools of Missions and Church Training Nights. 

Mission Study Classes using the latest books— 
normal classes for those who will become leaders, sub¬ 
ject matter classes for the others. 

Inspiration Recreation and Fellowship such as can 
be found only at interdenominational gatherings held 
at ideal locations. 

A Certificate of Training in Missionary 
Education 

This is granted by the Missionary Education Move¬ 
ment to those who successfully complete the three 
years’ course of study and secure at least 100 points of 
credit for work done. Details of courses and credits 
will be found in the announcements of each conference. 

Recreation 
The M. E. M. Conferences are famous for their 

good times. The afternoons are kept free for rest and 
recreation. Tennis, baseball, volley ball, tramping 
and swimming are always popular. Trips to points 
of interest by automobile or boat are arranged at all 
the conferences. Organized play, stunts, picnics and 
parties afford good times for everybody. 

Who May Attend and What Is the Cost? 
Anyone not under sixteen years of age may become 

a delegate. All who attend are expected to enroll for 
a substantial part of the program and to attend classes 
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regularly. A registration fee of five dollars is re¬ 
quired of all delegates and must be paid in advance of 
room assignment. The average minimum cost for 
board and room during the ten days of the conference 
is $25.00 for two in a room. 

For information regarding any conference write 
to Dr. W. D. Weatherford, 

Southern College of Y. M. C. A., Nashville, Tenn. 

TWENTIETH ANNUAL M. E. M. CONFERENCE 

Ten-Day Program Begins June 26—Blue Ridge 
The Place 

The Southeastern Territorial Committee of the 
Missionary Education Movement, of which Dr. W. D. 
Weatherford, of this city, is chairman, announces that 
the twentieth annual conference of the Movement will 
be held at Blue Ridge, N. C., June 26-July 6. As in 
previous years, an attendance approaching 500 is 
expected from all parts of the Southeast. 

The program is nearly complete and will embrace 
graded courses in Bible study, in all the new mission 
study books, and in methods of Sunday school, mis¬ 
sionary and young people’s work. There will be daily 
platform addresses of an inspirational character, and 
a series of open parliaments on current problems 
which promises to be one of the best features of the 
conference. Among the subjects to be discussed in 
these parliaments are the church and industry, race 
relations, prison conditions, immigration, child wel¬ 
fare, religious education, amusements and others of 
equal moment. 

Many well-known educators and denominational 
leaders have accepted places on the program, among 
them being Bishop Theodore D. Bratton, Bishop W. 
B. Beauchamp, Doctors 0. E. Brown and J. L. Kesler, 
of Vanderbilt University; Dr. S. C. Mitchell, of Rich¬ 
mond University; Miss Claudia Hunter, of Henderson, 
N. C.; Mrs. Hume R. Steele, Dr. J. O. Reavis, Dr. C. G. 
Hounshell, and Mr. E. D. Grant, of Nashville; Mrs. 
M. E. Tilly and Dr. M. Ashby Jones, of Atlanta; Mrs. 
L. W. Crawford, of Peabody College; Dr. R. B. Peery, 
of Lenoir College, and Rev. S. A. Stewart, of Japan. 

Mrs. T. W. Bickett and Mrs. Neal Spahr, who were 
the hostesses of the conference last year, will again 
act in that capacity. 

BLUE RIDGE MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 

The Blue Ridge Missionary Conference will be held 
June 26 to July 6. Every one who has had a taste of 
this conference in other years will be enthusiastic to 
return. Those who have not had the privilege of at¬ 
tending heretofore should make the discovery. A 
prominent Christian worker said recently, “The Mis¬ 
sionary Conference did me more good than any other 
meeting I ever attended.” 

The Executive Committee, composed of represen¬ 
tatives of Southern Mission Boards, is doing all in its 
power to make this the strongest missionary confer¬ 
ence ever held at Blue Ridge. The splendid new books 
issued by the Missionary Education Movement will be 
taught by experts. This conference draws the richest 
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and the best from all denominations and is able, there¬ 
fore, to offer the strongest possible program. There 
is no conflict between the Blue Ridge Missionary ConT 
ference and the Junaluska Conference. The following 
statement comes from high authority: 

“The Blue Ridge Conference meets June 26th. 

The Junaluska Conference, July 29th. The first is in¬ 
terdenominational, the second Methodist. Both have 
in view the training of missionary leaders. They are 
in no sense in conflict or rivalry. They supplement 
each other. Those who can should attend both.— 
W. W. Pinson, General Secretary Board of Missions.” 

Blue Ridge Missionary Education Conference 

T Blue Ridge, North Carolina, is located the 
only school of Interdenominational Mis- 

cSpIf/J) sions in the South. It is used largely as 
the training center for Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A. in summer conferences. Be¬ 

sides these there gather at Blue Ridge each summer 
the Missionary Education Conference for a ten-day 
session, the Southern Summer School of Social Service 
and Christian Workers, and the School of Interna¬ 
tional Sunday School Workers. 

Blue Ridge was located by an interested group of 
friends who sought to place it at greatest advantage 
in point of accessibility, scenery, water power and 

healthfulness. Surely Nature lavished her best on 
this fair spot, sparing herself at no point. The eter¬ 
nal hills are all about and the grandeur of God's 
handiwork is the first element in providing an atmos¬ 
phere conducive to the conduct of religious confer¬ 
ences. 

As one sits on the veranda of Robert E. Lee Hall at 
vesper service, and looks across the rugged mountain 

*This article appeared in the August number of the Missionary 
Voice, the monthly publication of the Board of Missions of the Metho¬ 
dist Church. 

piles in their many variations of cloud effects—and to 
the sturdy great oaks, chestnuts, beeches and birches 
that stand near by—one is ready to enter into the quiet 
devotion of song and prayer, and to respond to the call 
for higher living. There is a sense of the benign rule 
of God’s Spirit, of a universal brotherhood, of a drop¬ 
ping away of material greatness, a wonderful increase 
in spiritual values, of a deeper meaning to one’s own 
life in its relation to the great throbbing world about, 
and most of all of kinship with God Himself, and a 
desire—yea, a passion—to be linked up with Him in 
His plan to save a world. 

The program of the day is arranged to get most out 
of work and play. Classes on Bible Study, Missionary 
Methods in the individual church, Mission Study Pro¬ 
motion, Program Building for Women’s Missionary 
Societies, Interracial Study, Principles of Religious 
and Missionary Education are held in the morning 
hours. They are taught by leaders in religious thought 
and methods from the various co-operating churches. 
A breadth of view and scope is presented, with an ab¬ 
sence of sectarian bias which is invaluable to every one 
who would himself be a molder of thought in his local 
church and community. 

The afternoon is for rest and recreation, for moun¬ 
tain climbing, tennis or volley ball playing, swimming 
and sports of all kinds. The vesper hour, when some 
speaker brings a message, often a missionary from 
some far-away field, sometimes a mountain preacher, 
followed by open parliaments on vital themes closes 
the day. It has been filled with wholesome, happy 
work and play, with the highest ideal of Christian liv¬ 
ing put into practice toward each one. It began 
with the hillside denominational groups where the blue 
hills echoed back the voices of young men and women 
as they sang or prayed. It ended with the little gath¬ 
ering of the Student Volunteer Band where in perfect 
quietness was told the call of God to each heart, and 
the answer and steadfast purpose to carry out His 
will for life. 
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Principles in the Choice of a Life Work 
W. D. Weatherford 

AM quite sure, friends, that no spot any- 
where in the South has seen more men and 
women face the great issues of life and 
settle them in the right way than this par¬ 
ticular spot on the hillside, because dur¬ 

ing the course of the summer four or five thousand 
people are here, and in practically every group there 
is a presentation of various opportunities for life in¬ 
vestment. So it seems fitting that tonight we should 
begin with a very simple, earnest review of the prin¬ 
ciples that should guide us in the choice of a life work. 

First of all, I should like to say that I am speak¬ 
ing from a very practical standpoint. I hope I can 
be of service to any who have not yet settled how they 
are going to invest their lives. I want to give you 
three general principles that I think we ought to have 
in mind. The first of these is that every task given 
by God is a sacred task. In the past many of us have 
failed to understand that all work is sacred in the sight 
of God. I think frequently, in our eagerness to mag¬ 
nify the meaning and the value of the ministry, or the 
meaning and the value and the sacredness of the 
foreign field, or the meaning of some other particular¬ 
ly sacred calling, we have over-emphasized, or rather 
have underemphasized, certain other great tasks. I 
believe that every single task in the wrold that God 
wants done is a sacred task. To be sure, there are 
some tasks that are more far-reaching than others. 
There are some tasks that are more influential than 
others, but all tasks are equally sacred in the sight 
of God. That does not mean that we are going to 
level down the ministry, or level down the calling to 
be a foreign missionary, or level down any other call¬ 
ing. It simply means we are going to level up all of 
the callings of life and help people to realize that it is 
just as sacred to be a lawyer, or a doctor, or a nurse, 
or a home-maker, or a business man, or a farmer, or 
anything else, as it is to hold one of these other offices. 
You would be fortunate indeed if God called you to 
the foreign field, because perhaps there is no field in 
the wide world that is so needy, and consequently it is 
likely true that there is no field in the world where 
your influence will count for so much as there in 
the foreign field; but that does not mean that if you 
are called to stay at home, you will have any less sa¬ 
cred task than you have at the present time. If we 
could get this conception of life work into our hearts 

* Stenographic report of an address given at the Missionary 
Education Movement Conference, Blue Ridge, North Caro¬ 
lina, June 24, 1922. 

it would transform and transfigure every single thing 
that we are doing. Then as we went about the daily 
round of our task, whether it be in the business world 
or in the so-called religious calling, we should feel 
that we are the servants of God and that we are co¬ 
workers together with God in building His Kingdom. 

The second principle that, of course, is a corollary 
of this first general principle is that if all life work 
is sacred, and if every task that ought to be done in the 
world is considered sacred by God, then God will call 
somebody to do every task that ought to be done. I 
do not know whether you believe that or not, but I 
believe that is a fundamental principle from which 
we cannot depart if we really believe in God—that 
for every single task that ought to be done, God will 
call somebody to do it. I cannot for the life of me 
believe that there is any great need in the world that 
God does not know. There is no field that is too dark 
for God to see into it. There is no need too deep for 
God to realize what that need is. If there is a need and 
God knows that need, I cannot believe that His Father 
heart will not call somebody to fill that particular 
need. The difficulty is that we do not hear. The diffi¬ 
culty is not with God, but the difficulty is that we do 
not have the listening ear and we do not hear God 
when He calls us to these great tasks. 

If that be true, then the third principle is that 
you will be called to a life task. Every one of us 
ought to be called. We cannot escape that. God has 
a plan of life and each one must find God’s plan for 
him or for her. I frequently, as I have traveled in 
the colleges, have talked with a young man about the 
ministry or about the secretaryship of the Associa¬ 
tion, or about the mission call, and he has said, “I don’t 
feel that I have any calling. I don’t feel that God 
has called me to do one of these things.” “Well, what 
are you going to do?” I say. He says he is going to 
be an engineer, a lawyer, or a doctor. “Well, did God 
call you to do that?” Immediately he stops and thinks. 
Why, no, he had not supposed he had to be called to be 
a lawyer, or a doctor, or a farmer, or a carpenter, or 
anything else. I believe as firmly as I believe that 
I am talking to you that God ought to call every 
single person to the task that they have, whether it 
be in the so-called religious callings, or whether it be 
in the so-called (and you notice I say “so-called”) sec¬ 
ular callings. With God there is not any secular and 
sacred. Everything is sacred that is right in the sight 
of God, and anything that is not right in the sight of 
God is positively bad, and we ought not to have it. 



Page. Six BLUE RIDGE VOICE 

My three general principles, therefore, are that all 
work is sacred, that therefore God will call somebody 
to do every task that ought to be done, and that you 
and I have no right to enter any task into which we 
do not feel that God is calling us. 

Life’s Negative Principles 

Then I should like to lay down three negative 
principles, three principles as cautions in our choosing 
of a life calling. The first of these is that no one of 
us dare choose a life calling on the basis of lack of 
character. I said to a young man some time ago, “I 
wonder if you have ever thought of the ministry as a 
life calling?” and he promptly said, “Yes, I have 
thought of it many times. I would like to be a min¬ 
ister, but I do not feel that I am good enough.” I 
wonder if you see exactly what that young man was 
ready to do. He was ready to decide his life calling 
on a principle that would immediately condemn him 
to less than his best. I dare not choose my life calling 
on anything that will fail to challenge me to the big¬ 
gest and the best thing that is possible for God to 
make out of me. I may not be as brilliant as some¬ 
body else. There are differences of mental capacity 
in any group, but this thing is true, that every person 
may be as good as he really wants to be. In the realm 
of character God makes no limitations on any of us. 
We may follow God if we will and there are no limi¬ 
tations here. Therefore, young men and women, let 
me say to you that none of us dare think for one 
second of choosing a life calling because we are not 
good enough, or because we think we have not char¬ 
acter enough to enter into any particular calling. To 
be sure, all of us will feel our shortcomings, all of us 
will feel our weaknesses; none of us will feel sufficient 
to the great task that is set before us, but we may, in 
character, at least, have what we want to have from 

God. 
The second negative principle that I should like to 

lay down is this: we dare not choose our life calling 
on the basis of selfishness. That is a false basis, and 
no life can be a successful life that is built on a false 
foundation. Selfishness is the great isolator. If you 
forget everything else that I say, I wish you would 
remember these simple words all of life is relationship. 
It is the contact of soul on soul that really makes life. 
Therefore, anything that will break down that rela¬ 
tionship is certain to break down the possibilities of 
growth. Selfishness is the great isolator. Selfishness 
is like the wrapping around the electric wire that 
makes it impossible for it to make a contact with any 
adjacent object, and selfishness will make it absolutely 
impossible for me to grow in life and in character. 
Do you know what we do through selfishness? Here 
is a simple illustration in the realm of things. Here 

is a man who goes out purely on the selfish basis of 
getting things. He gets automobiles and he gets 
houses and he gets lands and he gets money and all 
sorts of things and piles them around him. He keeps 
piling them higher and higher until after a while the 
pile is so high that he cannot reach over and get in 
contact with persons. Many and many a time a man 
who has started out with the finest of motives has 
gathered so many things around him and thought so 
much about things that he ceases to come in contact 
with persons. I was down in one of the great State 
institutions two or three years ago, and there was a 
young boy in that institution as a freshman. His 
father is a very wealthy man (that is, very wealthy 
as we consider it here in the South), a very wonder¬ 
ful, splendid man, a fine Christian and a man greatly 
interested in religious work, and in all things that go 
to make for good. I sent for the boy. I knew his 
father quite well, so I wanted to have a talk with the 
boy. I wanted to know how he was getting along. 
Do you know the boy was as wild as the wildest kind 
of a jack rabbit? You could not get within gunshot 
of him. But one morning after I had spoken at the 
university he came up with a whole lot of other boys 
to say a word, because he thought I would not say 
anything to him in the midst of that company. I be¬ 
gan to inquire about him and I found out that he 
was going a very rapid pace in college, enough, I knew, 
to break his father’s heart. A week later I was in 
the city where his father lives, and the father came 
down to the Y. M. C. A. and took me out to visit a 
certain institution in which he was intensely inter¬ 
ested. He said, “I saw you were up at the State insti¬ 
tution. Did you see my boy? How is my boy getting 
along?” What should I say? I said to him frankly 
and honestly, “I am mighty sorry to tell you, but he 
is going a fast gait and he is going to the bad just 
as fast as he possibly can go.” He was broken-hearted. 
We drove on out and when we got out at the Y. M. 
C. A. in the city there were two or three other gentle¬ 
men that had come back in the car. Just before we 
got to the door the old father pulled me off to one side 
and began to pour out his heart again about the boy, 
and then here was what he said, “I have been so busy 
getting my money and making my way in the world 
that somehow or other I have gotten separated from 
my boy.” Well, that is exactly what happens. And 
you do not have to be busy about money. You can be 
busy about the frivolous, foolish things of society. 
You can be busy about the little nonsense of every¬ 
day affairs, so everlastingly taken up with other 
things, that you cannot get in contact with persons, 
and selfishness is the great isolator, and when you get 
out of touch with persons you do not grow any more. 
You dare not choose your life calling on the basis of 
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selfishness, for immediately when you have clone that 
you have put an isolation around yourself, you have 
insulated yourself, so that there is no chance of touch¬ 
ing souls, and you only grow in life by contact with 
souls. 

Then there is a third simple principle. We dare 
not drift into our life calling. I suspect the great 
difficulty with most people is not that they are posi¬ 
tively or definitely bad, but that they just drift. You 
want to build character and I want to build character, 
and there is only one way to build character, and that 
is by positive decision. There is no other way by 
which you can build character save by positive de¬ 
cision. The greatest definition I ever read of char¬ 
acter is this, and you will find it in Illingworth’s “Per¬ 
sonality, Human and Divine”: “Character is the mo¬ 
mentum I have gained by past acts of choice.” Char¬ 
acter is not something that is static. It is not some¬ 
thing that you possess and keep intact right here just 
as it is at this moment and keep it permanently. It is 
motion, it is momentum. You are going either one 
way or the other. It is momentum. In physics we say 
that the momentum is equal to the weight of the body 
multiplied by the velocity at which it moves. That is 
what you mean—your character is the sum of your 
momentum, and it is the kind that you gain by acts of 
choice. I do not know whether you young women in 
particular have thought about this. I have frequently 
thought about the rigidness of character that is built 
into a business man. Had you ever thought about why 
a business man has a certain amount of strength of 
character—not necessarily always a good character, 
but nevertheless a certain amount of strength of char¬ 
acter, force of character we call it? I tell you why. He 
goes into his office at nine o’clock and when he sits 
down, before he has even finished his mail, another 
gentleman steps up and says, “Will you buy or not?” 
He must say yes or no. He must either buy or set it 
aside. And after this man has gone out, thirty min¬ 
utes later another man steps in and says, “Will you 
invest or not invest?” He is bound to decide. So that 
hour after hour and week after week and year after 
year the whole of the life of that business man is 
saying yes or no, and it is positive. It has to be if 
he is a business man, and little by little that very 
process of decision builds character in that man. Of 
course, if decision is made purely on the selfish basis, 
it builds selfish and bad character. If it is made on 
the principle of service to the world, it builds good 
character, but it builds character just the same. 

Now one reason why a great many people fail to 
reach the purposes of God and to build the character 
of God is because we simply drift along. We take 
anything that happens in life. We do not sit down 
and honestly face the facts of God and of life and then 

say, “I will choose this, or I will choose the other.” 
Character is decision. It is the momentum that you 
gain by past acts of choice, and certainly we cannot 
afford in the greatest thing of life just to drift. 

Life’s Positive Principles 

I pass then to four positive principles of choosing 
a life calling. I have said three things in general. 
I have said three suggestions that ought to keep us 
from drifting into a life calling, and then I want to 
lay down four simple suggestions about how you may 
find a life calling. The first one is this: all other 
things being equal (sometimes they are not equal) 
I must choose my life calling on the basis of the 
world’s need. There is not a particle of doubt about 
that. Even the business world recognizes that as the 
principle of choosing a business. That means this, 
that in good, common sense if I should come to Black 
Mountain and found there were ten carpenters and 
not a single solitary bricklayer, and I could be equally 
well a carpenter or a bricklayer, what would I do 
from the common sense viewpoint? Why, of course, 
I would not be a carpenter, because Black Mountain 
needs a bricklayer, and they have not a single solitary 
one there. I would be a bricklayer because Black 
Mountain needs that, and I ought to do the thing that 
will meet the need of humanity. Of course, in busi¬ 
ness we all recognize that principle. Should we not 
be as big as that when we face up to the big issues 
of life? The great need of the world has much to 
say about where I am going to choose my life calling. 
How can I choose a life calling and be willing to settle 
my life down in a very narrow and restricted field 
where there is small opportunity, when out there only 
a short way from here there is a tremendous cry and 
a tremendous need? I had a conversation with, I 
think, the finest man that old Emory College (before 
the new Emory) graduated, certainly in the last twen¬ 
ty years. He was a very choice fellow, and after he 
had graduated from college he went up to Atlanta to 
do religious work among the students in the city of 
Atlanta. One day I was in the city and we were talk¬ 
ing about his future life calling. He was making a 
splendid success. He was leading a great many stu¬ 
dents into Christian life, and I felt that it was certain¬ 
ly a great opportunity and that he was dtfng it well. 
But he said, “I have been thinking about two possible 
life callings, and I think maybe I will not stay in 
Christian work but that I will go into law.” Then I 
said to him, “My friend, maybe you ought to go into 
law. I have not the right to say that you ought not, 
but I would like to lay before you this simple fact. If 
you go into law in the city of Atlanta, or almost any 
other city, at the present minute, at least this thing 
is true: the first five years of your life you will have 
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to waste two-thirds of it in trying to get a chance to 
serve somebody as well as to serve yourself. But if 
you go into Christian work, which at this particular 
minute seems to me to be the greater need, you would 
not have to waste one single second. You have got 
more than you can do the first second you start.” Of 
course, I recognized perfectly that that was not a call, 
that that did not constitute a call to him. That is 
just one element in a call, but that certainly is one 
element in any call for your life service. I must find 
the field of need, and, other things being equal, I must 
go into the greatest field of need. 

But that first principle will normally be affected by 
a second principle. That is, that I must also find in 
myself a capacity to meet that need. I cannot afford 
to go into a calling where I have no capacity to meet 
the need, and so as you think about what your life is 
going to be, particularly those of you who are young 
and have not yet settled your life calling (and I some¬ 
times think we older ones need to rethink just as 
much as those who are young), we must face squarely 
up to this issue: What capacity have I got to meet the 
great need of the world? It is pitiable, I say it frankly 
to you, sometimes when I see certain young men that 
so far as I can tell and so far as all those who know 
them can tell, have no capacity whatever for the Chris¬ 
tian ministry, who are determined they are going into 
the Christian ministry. It seems to me there is some¬ 
thing more than simply the need, and I suspect that 
sometimes (I am sure of this) the great need has been 
the only principle they have taken into consideration. 
I must find my capacity. 

But wait a minute. I would not have you draw 
your conclusion too quickly. We may get ready by 
the help of God for a great many things which at first 
seemed impossible. Dwight L. Moody was told he 
could not preach the gospel, and when he tried the 
first time and stumbled so desperately, his friend, the 
business man, said, “Don’t try that again.” But he 
became the preacher that almost shook the world. We 
may get ready for a great deal bigger task than some¬ 
times we think. I talked with a very splendid college 
student and he said to me, “I am thinking of two life 
callings, the ministry and the law.” I said, “Which 
way is the balance tipping at the present time?” He 
said, “Toward the law.” I said, “Why?” “Because,” 
he said, “I think I am better qualified to be a lawyer 
than a minister.” Then I said, “Would you mind tell¬ 
ing me why you are better qualified?” Mind you, I am 
just as eager that he should go into the law as into 
the ministry, if that is where he ought to be, but I 
wanted to sift the conception. I said, “Tell me, please, 
frankly what are the qualifications you have that you 
think would make you a good lawyer?” Here are some 
of them. I will give them in his words as nearly as 

I can: “First of all,” he said, “I have some capacity in 
analytical thinking. My mind runs in analytical lines, 
and you know the lawyer must think things through 
down to the bottom. He must not have any weak 
places in his logical processes.” I said, “Fine. That 
will help you greatly as a lawyer.” Then he said, 
“Secondly, I have some capacity in public speech.” I 
knew that he represented his university in public de¬ 
bate. I knew he represented his university in the 
oratorical contests. I knew he was telling the truth 
when he said, “I have some capacity in public speech.” 
He said, “I have got to have that if I am going to be 
a good lawyer and convince people at the bar.” I said, 
“That is fine. That will certainly help you to be a 
good lawyer.” Then he said, “In the third place, I 
seem to have a capacity of getting people to do things. 
I seem to have the capacity of convincing people and 
getting them to act as I think is right. I have got to 
convince the jury and I seem to have been able to do 
that?” I knew he had, for down in his college when 
I used to visit there and he was the president of the 
Y. M. C. A., he got almost anything done that he 
wanted done. If he asked some man to do a thing, he 
thought it ought to be done and he did it. I said, 
“Fine. That will help you to be a good lawyer.” Then 
he went on. Then I said, “Listen for a minute. Had 
you ever thought about it, that the most fundamental 
questions that this world faces are religious ques¬ 
tions? The great problem of life is God and our rela¬ 
tionship to God, and no man who has not a clear, ana¬ 
lytical mind, and who cannot think down to the bot¬ 
tom ought to be the leader of a great people from the 
pulpit. Wouldn’t that analytical mind be just as im¬ 
portant in the ministry?” He said, “Well, I suppose 
it would,” but he had not quite thought of that before. 
Then I said, “Wouldn’t that same capacity of public 
speech be needed in the ministry? Why think about 
the great need for that. Think of the need of men who 
can speak clearly and incisively of the great facts of 
life and of God.” Then I said to him, “I wonder if 
you have ever thought about it? The one task of the 
ministry, the one task of the minister, is to get people 
to change their minds about life, to get people to act 
on the God idea instead of the selfish idea.” When 
I went through each of those things, he said, “Well, 
I hadn’t thought quite that way. I can see the thing 
might equally prepare me for the ministry.” 

My word is this: you must be able to meet the 
need, but let us not jump too quickly to the conclusion 
that we cannot by the help of God meet any great 
need that God brings into our field. 

The first positive principle I should like to lay 
down is this; it is a challenge. We ought to find a life 
calling which is big enough to absorb all the capacity 
that we really have. Many of us have wasted our 
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lives on the twaddle of everyday life. We have not 
gotten something that is so desperately big that it 
drives us back to God in order that we may have power 
to do that particular task. We need something that 
is a great deal bigger than just that that can be done 
easily day by day. I suppose one reason why the mis¬ 
sionaries really pray more and better than most of 
us pray is because they are facing the great stone wall 
of tremendous need and they must pray. They are 
driven back on God for prayer. In my university 
days there was a fellow in college who was the editor 
of the college paper. He was rather a careless, skep¬ 
tical type of man, a man who had no real interest 
in religious life, or in any of the great things on the 
campus that went to make religious life. About the 
time he graduated the United States Government was 
calling for some teacher to go out to the Philippines. 
He volunteered. He was a very brilliant fellow, a Phi 
Beta Kappa. He had not been in the Philippines long 
until he wrote back to that paper an article that said 
this: “If there isn’t any God, then there ought to be 
one, because nobody but a God could do anything for 
these people out here.” You see what had happened 
in his life. He had come up against a great task, and 
it had given him a new life and a new religion, because 
he faced a great task. We cannot afford to pitch our 
life on too small a scale. We must get something so 
desperately big that it challenges us to our very best. 
I am not sorry for the man who has a big task. I am 
not sorry for the man who has a task that drives him 
to the breaking point. I am sorry for the man or 
woman who has such a little task that it never de¬ 
velops anything in them. I pray God that He will 
thrust you out into a task that is so desperately big 
that you cannot do it save you go back to Him and 
get. strength from Him. 

A simple illustration will show you what I am 
trying to say. Up yonder in Mount Clair, New Jersey, 
I had a friend living a few years ago, and one cold 
winter afternoon when there were eighteen inches of 
snow, a big sleigh just at dusk drove up to a house 
across from my friend’s house and there were three 
big men on that sleigh, and one of them, the biggest 
and fattest, went up to see if that was the proper num¬ 
ber. As he went up the sidewalk, my friend said, he 
slipped and fell three or four times. He just stumbled 
all over that sidewalk. Evidently it was the right 
number, so when he came back what was the con¬ 
sternation when the other men loaded the biggest 
trunk upon the back of this big fat man. My friend 
said, “Well, goodbye, old man. You will fall down and 
that trunk will fall on you and that will be the last 
of you.” But my friend said he did not fall. He 
walked right up that walk just as straight as a die. 
He said, “I think he had something on him big enough 

to hold him straight.” There is more truth than poe¬ 
try in that. Some of us need a bigger task than we 
have had. Some of us have been satisfied with such 
little things that God has not been able to build and 
keep us straight. God is calling us to take bigger 
tasks. 

My last word is this: No one of us dare go into 
any calling where we cannot feel that God Himself will 
go with us and that if God goes with us, all things 
are right whatever else may happen. The thing that 
sometimes I cannot quite understand is that a person 
says, “Oh, I think I ought to do this,” and then they 
will not do it. I cannot quite understand that view¬ 
point. When I feel sure that this is true, that this is 
what God wants done, then I think I would do it, cost 
what it may, for it is the only way in which you can 
have life. That is not any particular sanctimonious 
attitude on my part. That is not particularly piety 
on my part. It is just common sense, and I cannot 
do anything else. If this is God’s will, how can you 
do anything else? You must do this thing, for it is 
the only way to have life. I remember very distinctly 
a few years ago in one of the college women’s confer¬ 
ences here that I had spoken on “The Will of God,” 
and a young woman, a graduate of Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College, came to me and said something like 
this, “I want to talk with you about the foreign field,” 
and so as we sat down to talk it over I found she was 
intensely interested in the foreign field. I said to her, 
“Do you think the foreign field is a tremendous oppor¬ 
tunity for you?” She said, “I certainly do,” and she 
was in earnest about it. I said, “Do you think you 
have some capacity through your training to meet the 
great need of the foreign field?” and with enthusiasm 
she said, “I hope I have.” I said, “Do you believe that 
is the place where God wants you?” She said, “I be¬ 
lieve it is.” I said, “Then you haven’t any question 
to ask me, because you are convinced of what God 
wants you to do.” Then she said, “Oh, but my home.” 
Well, now, I would not be careless about that home, 
but I said to her this, “Do you believe that your Father 
God will lead you into a blind alley from which there 
is no exit? Do you believe that you know better than 
your Father God what you ought to do and if God tells 
you and you are clear in your own mind what you 
ought to do, can you afford to hesitate to do what God 
would have you do?” But she said still, “Oh, my 
home,” and other things that were connected with it. 
I say to you that the great thing is to find what God’s 
will is for us and then to do it. And I believe that 
each of us may find that, because the spirit of God is in 
our hearts and He will take all of these other prin¬ 
ciples that we find by our mental processes and by His 
spirit in prayer we will find where God wants us to 
work. 
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Student Conference of Y. W. C. A. 
June 5th-15th. 

The Southern Student Conference I of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, which meets this year 
at Blue Ridge, is sending the following call to the 
women students and faculty of the colleges of the 
South: 

If you are questioning the world in which you live, 
and are eager to discover how it can be changed; 

If you are concerned about your part as an Ameri¬ 
can college woman in making it what it ought to be; 

If you want to know how the power of the life of 
God can be released in you and in your world— 

Join others who are seeking to make the discovery, 
which can be made for ourselves and for the world 
only as we use our own brains, not somebody’s else, 
and only as we use them together. Some of the ques¬ 
tions that we will be facing together are: 

How can one achieve inner unity? 

How can spiritual energies be released? 

How far has Christianity set free spiritual energy ? 

What does it promise for the future? 

What practices on my campus work against unity? 

When these are transferred to the community, 
national or international life, what is the result? 

What are the roots of war? 
How can these be destroyed? 
Can the economic system provide both for the 

needs of men for production and for self-development? 
Does the present educational system develop the 

kind of thinking that is necessary to change our 
present condition? 

Does the Young Women’s Christian Association 
help or hinder in any of the foregoing? 

There will be three or four speakers who will give 
longer or shorter series of addresses dealing with these 
questions. One series will be on the Bible problems 
of personal Christian faith. A second will consider 
the social, economic and religious factors that make 
for and against a Christian internationalism. These 
will be supplemented by single addresses dealing with 
some of the other problems. We are planning to have 
at the conference Prof. Alexander C. Purdy, of Earl- 
ham College, Richmond, Indiana, and Prof. D. J. Flem¬ 
ing, of Union Theological Seminary, New York, who 
will lead in our thinking. 
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The Boy and His Summer 
HAVE a boy in my home! Have you? 
Well, if you have, the biggest question on 
your mind just now probably centers 
around what that boy will do this summer. 
What he does this summer will likely have 

more influence on his character than what he does all 
this year beside. If he works for money this summer 
it will teach him thrift, but he may get so interested 
in having his own money that he won’t want to go to 
school next year. If he stays at home and does next 
to nothing, he will get bored and may get into much 
mischief. An idle brain is still the devil’s workshop, 
even though that brain be in your boy’s head. If he 
goes to the average resort hotel with you he certainly 
will get no good for himself. Perhaps the best place 
in the world for him will be a good camp where he can 
live in the open, close to Nature, with other whole¬ 
some boys. 

But if you choose a camp for him, there are many 
factors to be considered. First of all, what kind of 
leadership will he have? Scores of camps have young, 
immature and irresponsible men or boys in charge. 
Others have responsible people, but they are ignorant 
of the real interest of the boy; still others are purely 
commercial. They are after money, not after your 
boy’s welfare. No boy should go to a camp where the 
leadership is not guaranteed. Next you want to know 
whether the equipment is adequate and guarantees of 
health and safety can be had. Then one wants to 
know whether the camp has an adequate program. By 
a program we do not mean play alone. No real, gen¬ 
uine boy can play with zest for twelve hours each day 
for seven or eight weeks without getting bored. Even 
if he could, it would be immoral. 

Life is not play alone, and play is far more en¬ 
joyable to the boy if it has just enough serious work to 
give the play zest. We think a real camp program 
should include some real study or instruction—not too 
much, but enough to give body and zest to the day. It 
should include social fellowship of the highest order, 
not only among the boys but between leaders and boys. 
It should include Nature study, camping and hiking 
experience, Nature observation, campcraft, woodcraft 
and all kindred interests. It should include play in 
the form of baseball, basketball, swimming and other 
sports. It should include opportunities for self-ex¬ 
pression in self-directed plays, musicals, campfire eve¬ 
nings, where the boys themselves have a chance to try 
out their own ability, and it should include moral and 
religious discussions and leadership to keep the atmos¬ 
phere wholesome, manly and forward-looking. 

All of these ideals we hope to combine in SCY 
camp (pronounced SKY) on the grounds of the Blue 
Ridge Association. This camp will have at its dis¬ 
posal 1,391 acres of virgin forests, with wild moun¬ 
tain scenery and wooded glens conducive to develop¬ 
ing an enthusiasm for Nature such as few places can 
afford. Hikes will be taken to Mt. Mitchell (6,711 feet 
high), the highest peak east of the Rockies; to Crag- 
gies, one of the most rugged mountain ranges in east¬ 
ern America, and to numbers of other towering peaks. 
There are twenty-five mountain peaks over six thou¬ 
sand feet high within twenty miles of SCY Camp. 

As our director in this camp we have Mr. W. S. 
Fitzgerald, a boy lover. He is a university man, was 
a great football player in college, was champion gym¬ 
nast and boxer of his college class, and has taught 
boys for twenty-five years. Son of Bishop Fitzgerald, 
he is not only an ardent Christian like his father, but 
a man of the most courteous and gentlemanly bearing. 
All who knew his father know what a Chesterfield he 
was. With all his culture and elegant manhood he is 
as rugged and daring a mountaineer as any boy would 
want for his leader. Mr. Fitzgerald will be assisted hy 
a dozen of the finest college graduates to be found in 
the South. Every man is a Christian gentleman who 
stands for right and loves boys. 

Blue Ridge is a Mecca for boys and boys’ workers. 
The World’s Conference of Boys’ Workers picked Blue 
Ridge as the best place in America to meet three years 
ago, and the Boy Scouts of America, five hundred 
strong, were at Blue Ridge last September. 

Our program will include thorough coaching in 
high school studies, in all forms of major sports, in¬ 
struction in swimming; it will include woodcraft in¬ 
terests, camping methods and experience, and will 
have lectures of the highest order on nature, travel, 
and for inspiraton and life challenge. Every evening 
there will be a brief discussion of the most worth-while 
things in life held in the various shacks where nine 
boys and a leader will live together. 

Sleeping quarters will have wooden floors, a wooded 
and fibre roof, and a four-foot wooden wall with can¬ 
vas above to be pulled in case of rain or storm. The 
shacks are made of rustic material and will have the 
air of the woods about them, but will provide for bet¬ 
ter protection during rain than any tent can provide. 

If your boy is interested in real things, if he loves 
nature, enjoys sport, likes a good swim, is eager to 
camp in the woods, and loves to be with a group of 

(Continued on page 16.) 
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Are You Aware? 
Miss Oolooah Burner 

(Read a poem “I Am Aware,” by Angelo Morgan.) 

evening last week five of us were float- 
ing down a river far north of here in 
canoes. We had taken out the paddles in 
order not to break the silence through 
which only thrushes were singing, and as 

we came around a corner of that exquisite river we 
came upon a young man in a canoe all by himself with 
a phonograph, and the phonograph was playing jazz. 
How did he compare with Angelo Morgan in his 
awareness of things that come? 

I have been thinking a good deal today of that 
phonograph in that canoe that was killing the songs 
of the thrushes at twilight, that was blowing out the 
possibilities of beauty that might have been pouring 
into the mind and spirit of that youth. I have been 
contrasting over and over again in my mind his atti¬ 
tude toward life with the attitude of Edwin Markham, 
who stood underneath a little bird who was singing 
and said these words: 

“I hear you, little bird, 
Shouting above the broken wall. 
Shout louder yet; 
No song can cull it o’er. 
Sing to my soul in the deep, still wood. 

“ ’Tis wonderful, ’tis wonderful! 
I’d tell it, too, if I could. 
I would tell it, too, if I could. 
Oft when the still white dawn 
Lifted the sky and pushed the hills apart, 
I have felt the world’s mysterious stir, 
But no voice like yours, O bird, 
For such a listener.” 

And then he goes on, “Shout louder!” 
Do you live, or do you just exist? Are you aware 

in any sense in the way that Angelo Morgan is aware 
of life—aware to your finger tips? I have a feeling 
sometimes that most of us are mostly stoggy most of 
the time, that we go stumbling along through the dust 
of life unaware of nine hundred and ninety-nine of 
the things that are going on about us, conscious only 
of certain things and unaware of the big things that 
ought to be streaming through our lives and sweeping 
us on to great effort and to great achievement. 

*Stenographic report of an address given at the Student Y. W. C. A. 

Conference, Blue Ridge, North Carolina, June 3, 1922. 

Are you aware? I heard a great historian talking 
not so very long ago in New York about the way most 
of us are blocked from being as big as we might be by 
the little things of life to which we give conscious¬ 
ness. He said, “We are not much beyond the cow that 
stands out knee-deep in the moonlit pond. You couldn’t 
conceive of her rubbing her hands and saying, ‘It’s a 
brawly nicht.’ Instead of her seeing the giories of 
the summer sky, she is trying to reach that fly on her 
side.” He said he thought most of us are like that 
in life; instead of seeing the glories of eternity and 
infinite possibilities around about us and in us, we 
are busy trying to get off some pesky little insect that 
shuts out all our view of the big things. I have one 
or two friends in my list of friends that I always 
think of with the quality of tip-toe-ness. Do you know 
what I mean? There are very few people who have it. 
They are so alive to the tips of their fingers and to the 
tips of their toes that if you see them walking along 
the street, they can hardly keep their feet on the 
ground, because life is so alive for them some way. The 
rest of us stump along with our feet solidly on the 
ground and see uninteresting people, but those friends 
of mine see something interesting around every turn 
and they live in a very real sense of the word. 

Grasping the Values 

I am not talking about a sentimental sort of emo¬ 
tionalism. I am talking about something which is 
very difficult to get into words, and if you will be 
patient, I shall try to tell you what I mean. I am 
talking about the kind of aliveness to everything in life 
round about you which determines what you do about 
it; not a sentimental emotionalism which sits down 
and enjoys thrills for the sake of thrills, but the see¬ 
ing of values, the seeing of truths, the seeing of facts, 
the seeing or life itself and acting upon what one 
sees. It is the thing of keeping the doors and windows 
of your house of life thrown wide open, keeping open 
house in your life for people, for the world, for God. 
If I were to ask you honestly tonight who comes into 
your house of life or what sort of things come into 
your house of life, maybe through the cellar windows, 
maybe through the attic, are they lovely things which 
come in? Are they stimulating things? Are they 
worth while things which come in, or what kind are 
they? Is your house of life wide open for life? Or 
have you closed most of the doors and windows for 
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fear, or because you do not want to take the trouble 
of keeping open house? 

Think first of the natural world round about us 
here. Are you aware only of the bigness of the moun¬ 
tains so that they rather depress you because they are 
so big? Are you aware of their bigness only or of 
the beauty of a little foothill, or perhaps of the level 
plain? Are you just as aware of a single flower by 
the path as you are of the big outlines of the moun¬ 
tains across the way? Is a yellow primrose by the 
river’s brim just a yellow primrose, or perhaps worse, 
a yellow weed that gives you hay fever, or is it a part 
of the eternal beauty expressing God? Do you see only 
the blatant sunset, or do you see the fairy tints in the 
east? Are you as aware of the eastern part of the 
horizon as of the western? Do you know the differ¬ 
ence between the color of the sky at night on a very 
clear night when there has been a northeastern wind 
that has blown away all the clouds ? Do you know the 
color of the sky that kind of a night, and how different 
it is from the color of the sky a little bit later at 
night? Have you ever been aware of them? Are you 
aware only of the shouting or of an occasional thrush’s 
song? I wondered this evening as I came out of the 
dining room at the exquisite note of a hermit thrush. 
We see only the big things; we do only the things 
which we are led to do forcibly. We do not take 
time to be aware not only of God and of the universe, 
but of the sound of the brook outside, or the song 
of a bird which ought to help us to worship if we are 
really aware. 

Are you aware of the glory of what are called 
mechanical things in today’s world? I had a friend in 
New York not very long ago tell me as a matter of 
fact. She said, “I sat down the other evening in my 
apartment and heard the concert over at Newark. My 
small son rigged up a wireless receiving station by 
stringing a couple of wires from the front to the back 
door. I sat there and heard the concert in Newark.” 
I looked at her and said, “Miracle? The world is full 
of them today.” “Yes,” she said, “the world is full 
of them today.” 

Ships of Discovery 

Did you happen to come across these startling sen¬ 
tences within the last three months? “We watch a 
little device in the jeweler’s window where by the 
pressure of sunlight spin round some metal plates in 
a vacuum. Do we see there the motive power which in 
the dim future is to drive the ships of a future Colum¬ 
bus off from this floating island called the earth to 
explore and colonize the distant spheres? Do we con¬ 
sider the development from the hairy savage whose 
highest technique was to open clam shells on the shore 
to men of today who weigh the atoms and the stars, 

who talk round the world and fly in the heavens?” 
Are you aware of the age in which you are living even 
so far as the mechanical things of the world are con¬ 
cerned? Or are you stogging through the world with 
no more awareness of what is going on about you that 
is changing the life of mankind than if you had lived 
a thousand years ago? I am almost afraid to use the 
words “mechanical” or “machinery” any more. After 
reading an article in the “Atlantic Monthly” called 
“The Soul of Machinery,” I came to the feeling that 
even what we call machinery is alive and has person¬ 
ality if you can begin to dig into the mystery of it. 
If you want to follow that line, get hold of that volume 
by Streeter called “The Spirit,” and read toward the 
end of the chapter called “Spirit and Matter,” by Mr. 
A. Clutton Brock, and you will find something there 
which will change your old theory, open your eyes to 
an entirely new theory of life and animation in this 
world which we take for granted is inanimate to so 
large an extent. You come to a place where you are 
afraid to call anything inanimate or impossible. There 
are no limits to what the world of science is opening 
out before our minds today in the possibilities of life, 
and spiritual life as well as what men call material 
life. 

I heard a well-known modern thinker, an English¬ 
man, say to a group of girls to whom he was talikng 
at a summer conference (he was talking about the Pil¬ 
grim fathers and about the whole habit of mankind 
of moving westward, exploring), “One of the reasons 
for the restlessness of men today is that they have 
moved as far west as they can go and there is no more 
west that they can go and they have got to begin to 
explore off into space with their minds.” He spoke 
of the substitution of the adventuring of our minds 
for the old ships of discovery. Are you doing that? 
Are you setting forth to explore with your minds to 
the utmost parts of the universe to find truth and God 
and life? Or are you just stogging along doing what 
people tell you to do if you feel like it and not doing 
any more, doing nothing independent at all? How 
aware are you of the great movements of men today, 
of life? 

Coming out of what you call the mechanical world 
into the life of mankind, how much are you thinking 
about, how much are you watching the movements of 
great groups of people today groping for life—races, 
groups within our own nation, groups within other 
nations—groping, exploring, trying, experimenting, 
failing, but always trying to go after life some way, 
some how, and satisfy it. Are you aware? When you 
go to college, or when you come away, or when you are 
on your college campuses, how aware are you of the 
great throng of college students round about this world, 
who are facing toward life, and of the infinite possi- 
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bilities tied up in that one group ? How much are you 
exploring as college students or how much are you 
just going round and round in the old discovered 
territory? How much are you aware of your oneness 
with people today? Do you still think, by any chance, 
that you are independent of other people? That you 
can be yourself without them, or that they can be 
themselves without you? That what you do does not 
affect them and what they do does not affect you? 
That is the most antiquated idea you could possibly 
hold and the most unthinking position you could pos¬ 
sibly take. If you do not mind a very homely per¬ 
sonal illustration, I would like to tell you how I became 
aware of that fact. One morning on the top of a bus, 
as I was going down Fifth Avenue, New York, to my 
office—it was a soggy sort of gray, uninteresting morn¬ 
ing. I was not at all aware, and I was bored with 
anybody that would be aware of any particular thing, 
and suddenly I thought I would go exploring and see 
if I could get up any interest. I would put my eyes 
straight ahead. I shut my eyes and then opened 
them, and they landed on the hat band of a man in 
front of me. I thought that was just as stupid as the 
morning. Then I began to think. I wondered where 
that hat band came from anyway, and on the way 
down I traced it back to the cocoons in the faraway 
land from which it probably had come. I traced it 
through all the processes of making the silk, the rib¬ 
bon, the whole manufacturing process, through all the 
hundreds of hands it had gone through, through all 
the hundreds of minds that had made the machinery, 
through all the system by which that hat band was 
bought and sold, the salesman, the manufacturer, the 
owners of large wholesale shops, the girl who had 
handled it, the man who had bought it; and there it 
was on the bus in front of me. I suddenly realized 
that that hat band was teeming with life, that there 
were hundreds of thousands of people living in that 
hat band. I began tracing back other things. I 
traced back the wooden railing of the bus to the North 
woods in which it had grown and through the hands 
of all the people who had had anything to do with it. 
That, too, was teeming with life. I looked at the wall 
alongside the park, the stone wall; just a stone wall. 
Before I got through there were millions of people 
mixed up with that stone wall. The sidewalk to which 
I descended presently was alive. By the time I got to 
my office I was dizzy because I had thought I was 
alone that morning, but I was not. I cannot dress in 
the morning by myself. The gingham dress I put on, 
the shoes I wear, the hairpins I use—I am utterly de¬ 
pendent for everything I have and do upon hundreds 
of thousands and millions of people. Aren’t you? 
Now you begin to subtract from your mind all that 
other people are responsible for and what do you have 

left ? All the books and magazines, parents and teach¬ 
ers and fellowmen—what have you left that is you? 
How proud can you be of what is you if you subtract 
what everybody else has been responsible for? You 
cannot be alone regardless of how much you may 
want to be or how hard you may try, because your 
life is absolutely bound up with all the rest of the 
life of the world and their life is bound up with 
yours. How aware are you each day of people who 
serve you unseen? When you read in the paper of a 
strike, milkmen’s strike, maybe, or coal strike, are you 
only irritated at the inconvenience it may cause you, 
or have you a oneness with all the people affected by 
that strike, the strikers and the employers? And do 
you set out with your mind to find the truth about 
the thing because those people are your people and you 
are a part of them as they of you, or do you shrug 
your shoulders and go on unaware? 

Our Attitude Towards Others 

Have you ever taken the attitude of looking down 
on the people that serve you that you can see? Have 
you ever thought with disdain of those who serve you 
regardless of their color or their education or their 
position or anything about them? Have you ever 
taken what they did for you and scorned the people 
who did it? How much could you do by yourself un¬ 
less people served you? In turn, how much can they 
be sure of finding life unless you pay your debt by 
serving them? And it becomes co-working in that 
case. How much are you aware of those who suffer 
unseen? Are you aware only to the point of respond¬ 
ing to their suffering when somebody stands in your 
presence who is hungry or sick or distressed? Or 
when you hear of somebody who is on a distant con¬ 
tinent, great multitudes of people who are starving for 
bread, who are freezing because they have no clothes, 
are you aware of what suffering means enough to do 
something about it? 

How aware are you of the presence of God in all 
of life? Do you still think, by any chance, of a God 
who is afar off on a throne overseeing the universe 
from long distance or do you in every movement of 
men today at the very heart of that movement for life 
find God? God is like Jesus Christ, and the whole 
energy of Jesus Christ’s personality was poured out 
for humanity that they might have life and might 
have it more abundantly. If God is like that, where 
is God today and what is God working for and in? 
Is there a single social movement for righteousness 
today, whether legislation or caring for criminals or 
whatever it may be, is there a single person who goes 
into the profession of surgery today or law for the 
sake of making things right, is there a single move- 
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ment of any sort of human life today for other human 
beings to find more life in which God is not at the 
heart of it? How much are you aware of God in in¬ 
dividuals? I had a letter from Miss Young. She said 
she had another friend she wanted to tell me about, 
the old match woman who sat on the corner as she 
went to her classes. She sat there morning after 
morning and evening after evening. Miss Young said 
she could not get by that face because the face was 
so radiant. She could not see that the old woman had 
anything to make her happy. But she said she already 
had bought enough matches to light her fire for the 
rest of her life. But she could not help buying 
matches. Every time after talking with her she felt 
she knew God better, because she had seen Him in the 
old woman’s spirit. 

How much do you see God in people today? How 
much are you looking for God in people? Even behind 
the hard and painted faces of street walkers today, 
somewhere deeper than her life, wherever there is 
wistfulnss or an impulse to generosity or unselfish¬ 
ness, God is there at work. Do you scorn any human 
being, forgetting God? Do you think of God as so 
many girls have told me they think of Him, as an old 
man with a long, white beard, sitting on a throne? 
Or as old in any sense? If you do, tucked away some¬ 
where in the back of your mind there must be a kind 
of an unconscious feeling that God is inactive, because 
you always think of old people as being inactive and 
unable to do the things that live young people can do. 
I want to remind you that God is the most active per¬ 
son in the universe and that God is closer than breath¬ 
ing. Wherever you find life God is there, inescapably, 
lovely, eagerly, friendly and there. 

Are you aware tonight of the power wrapped up 
in us in this room as a body of students? Why, if 
you were only twelve students today, there is no limit 
to what you could do. Four hundred of you? Four 
hundred students today, alert, alive, aware, aware 
of our togetherness, aware of life and our oneness with 
all life, aware of God, God’s hereness, God’s friendli¬ 
ness, God’s activity, God’s love, God’s oneness with our 
lives and the lives of all of His children? Four hun¬ 
dred students aware together of those things can ven¬ 
ture these next days into distances and depths that no 
single one of us alone would ever dare to think about, 
and we can go out from here at the end of this con¬ 
ference an infinite source of power for the life of 
the world if we are only aware and are willing to pay 
the price of awareness. For we look not at things seen 
but at things unseen, for things unseen are eternal. 
Having eyes, do ye see? Having ears, do ye hear? 
Having life, do you live? 

A BOY AND HIS SUMMER 
(Continued from page 11.) 

real fellows, we think we can help him. We hope every 
boy who comes to us will go back home with a stronger 
body, a healthier brain, a greater love of nature and 
nature’s God, and a new love of and interest in other 
boys. If you and he are interested, write for a beau¬ 
tiful illustrated booklet to Southern College of Y. M. 
C. A., Nashville, Tennessee, care SCY Camp. 

A MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE 
(Continued from page 1.) 

best place in the mountains to have a real mountain- 
top experience. 

Whether you be seven or seventy, there will be 
many things at Blue Ridge which will delight you and 
contribute to your rest, recreation and inspiration! 

There are tennis and volleyball courts, baseball 
diamonds, basketball courts, swimming, and trails 
that lead to interesting places, many of which are on 
the Association grounds. The mountain flowers, the 
laurel, rhododendron, azalea and galax leaves grow 
undisturbed on the grounds, and a short walk of a few 
yards will bring one to the forest, where the flowers 
and shrubs and the smell of mountain woods fill folks 
with the joy of living. All of this is still on the 
grounds, but there are hikes and motor trips almost 
every day to places of interest that are farther away 
—to such places as Mt. Mitchell, to Chimney Rock, to 
Asheville, to Spanish Castle, Turkey Ridge, Brown’s 
Pasture, etc., the last place being one of the most 
interesting and prettiest places on the Blue Ridge 
grounds. It is a big, green pasture, high up on top 
of one of the mountains. The pasture looms almost 
ghostly in its whiteness against the rest of the moun¬ 
tain, black with trees. 

Blue Ridge is the place to go if folks are tired of 
the hum-drum life of the city and town, but there is 
enough going on to keep one from getting bored with 
his vacation. Early in the morning, when the moun¬ 
tains have hardly emerged from the mists which often 
cover them, and when everything is quiet and the 
smell of the woods is in the air, there comes the clear 
call of a bugle and reveille is sounded as it has never 
been sounded anywhere else, echoing back and forth 
over the hills. The bugler is one of the essential parts 
of Blue Ridge, and no bugler ever had a quicker re¬ 
sponse to his mess calls than does this one, and no 
bugler ever had his taps appreciated more than this 
one, as he stands on the porch of Robert E. Lee late 
at night, when everything has again become quiet, 
oftentimes in order that not a note will be missed, 
and says good night to the hundreds who have gone 
to their quarters for refreshing sleep, made more 
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pleasant by the singing of the mountain streams, 
which tinkle beneath the windows of the peaceful 
sleepers. 

A vacation at Blue Ridge is something that can 
never be forgotten, not only because of the healthy 
feeling it brings and the beautiful scenery that it 
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affords, but because of the inspiration it gives through 
fellowship with the great out-of-doors and with the 
kindred spirits that one meets in this home-like 
atmosphere. 

A real mountan-top experience awaits you at Blue 
Ridge—in “The Land of the Sky.” 

Asheville, North Carolina 
Land of the Sky” 

BATTERY 
PARK 
HOTEL 

Enjoy the Home-like Atmosphere of this World-Famous 
Commercial-Tourist Hotel 

AMERICAN PLAN 
Wilbur Devendorf, Lessee and Manager 

Confidence and Quality 
If there is any business today that needs CONFI¬ 
DENCE and QUALITY injected in large quanti¬ 
ties it is the Wholesale Grocery business. Square 
dealings and the giving of quality begets confi¬ 
dence. The table and Book Store at Blue Ridge 

are largely supplied by our line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
Wholesale 

Asheville, North Carolina 

Exclusive Ready-to-Wear 
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND BOYS 

Luggage and Sporting Goods 

Special Club Prices on Uniforms and Equipment 

11 Patton Ave. Asheville, N. C. 

“CAROLINA SPECIAL” 

Superior Milk Products 
Served Exclusively 

AT 

BLUE RIDGE 

CAROLINA CREAMERY COMPANY 
Asheville, N. C. 

SOLVE YOUR GIFT 

PROBLEMS WITH 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF BLUE RIDGE 

WE HAVE THEM 

THE PELTON STUDIOS 
(Blue Ridge Official Photographer) 

ASHEVILLE, N. C. 



ASHEVILLE'S LARGEST 
DEPARTMENT STORE 

BROWN BOOK COMPANY 
BOOKS, STATIONERY 

Attractive Merchandise and Efficient SOUVENIRS 
Service Throughout the Year 51 PATTON AVE., ASHEVILLE. N. C. 

BON MARCHE We invite you to make our store 
headquarters when 

ASHEVILLE, N. C. in Asheville 

THE MOUNT MITCHELL MOTOR ROAD 
The Greatest Scenic Motor Road on the Globe 

Magnificence, Grandeur and Splendor of the Wonderful Mountains of Western North Carolina only to be 
seen on a trip to the top of Mount Mitchell—the top of Eastern America—6,71 1 feet above the sea. 

If you do not experience the glory of this trip while in Western North Carolina your visit will be incomplete. 

For information and particulars, address 
SANDFORD H. COHEN, Traffic Manager, 

ASHEVIFFE, N. C. 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co. 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

GYMNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 
Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

BENSON PRINTING COMPANY 
COLLEGE ANNUAL EXPERTS 

SCHOOL WORK OUR SPECIALTY 

136 FOURTH AVE., N. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



Panorama of the Blue Ridge Mountains from the Veranda of R. E. Lee Hall 

HOME OF THE 

BLUE RIDGE ASSOCIATION 
For 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCES AND TRAINING 
Reduced Fares Convenient Schedules 

(Railway Station) 
BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 

ON THE 

SOUTHERN RAILWAY SYSTEM 

Spend Y our Vacation m tke Glorious Mountains of 
Western Nortk Carolina 

Southern Railway System agents in all the principal cities will be glad to plan your trip for you. 

CHIMNEY ROCK 
Don’t Fail to Visit This Great 

Natural Wonder 

Ours is the authorized service autos for the 
Blue Ridge Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. Fare 
reasonable. Do not give up your baggage 
checks on trains but hold them and turn them 
in at the Blue Ridge office as it will save you 
time and money. 

Office: Blue Ridge and Black Mountain, 

N. C. 

BLACK MOUNTAIN AUTO GO. 
Entrance Bridge to Chimney Rock Highway 


