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MAY, NINETEEN TWENTY-TWO 



COME UP HIGHER 
J. G. C. 

I saw the mountains stand 
Silent, wonderful, and grand, 
Looking out across the land, 
When the golden light was falling 

On distant domes and spire; 
And 1 heard a low voice calling, 
“Come up higher, come up higher, 
From the lowland and the mire, 
From the mist of earth desire, 
From the vain pursuit of pelf, 
From the attitude of self; 
Come up higher, come up higher.” 



THE BLUE RIDGE VOICE 
Volume III NASHVILLE, TENN., MAT, 1922 Number 8 

Maintained by and in the interest of the Blue Ridge Association for Christian Conferences and Training. 
Published monthly for nine months from October to June, inclusive. Subscription price $1.00 per year. Entered as second-class matter Nov. 24, 1919, 

at the po^toffice at Nashville, Tenn., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance of mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, and authorized on February 27, 1920. 

J. J. KING, Editor and Manager DR. W. D. WEATHERFORD, Consulting Editor H. W. SANDERS, Assistant Manager 

The Blue Ridge Missionary Education Conference 
June 23-July 3, 1922. 

I HE Missionary Education Movement, which 
conducts the Conference, is an interdenom- 

'>§1 vC inational organization which began nine- 
teen years ago as the Young People’s Mis¬ 
sionary Movement; became the Missionary 

Education Movement; was for two years attached to 
the Interchurch World Movement; and has now re¬ 
turned to the direction of its own Board of Managers. 
The Movement is supported by the various denomina¬ 
tional boards of home and foreign missions, and the 
members of its Board of Managers are nominated by 
the various co-operating mission boards. More than 
fifteen denominations are co-operating in the support 
and direction of the Movement. 

The Blue Ridge Territorial Committee is approved 
by the Missionary Education Movement and is direct¬ 
ly responsible for the Blue Ridge Conference. This 
committee, composed of representatives of the various 
denominations served by the Blue Ridge territory, has 
full charge of arranging the program and financing 
the Conference. 

Dr. W. D. Weatherford, President of the Southern 
College of Young Men’s Christian Associations, has 
been elected Chairman for the coming Conference. 
He has shaped up one of the most ambitious conven¬ 
tion programs ever put on in the entire South. 

For the annual ten days of instruction, vision and 
inspiration, there were brought together last year 
four hundred of the choicest spirits of the principal 
Protestant denominations of the South. Probably not 
one went away without a blessing and none certainly 
without happy memories and the eager desire to re¬ 
turn. Such is the charm of Blue Ridge and such the 

rich and stimulating influences of the Missionary 
Education Conference. 

The Program for 1922 

Fine as have been the programs of previous years, 
that of 1922 is destined to surpass them all. There 
will be classes in all the new mission study books for 
the different groups and ages, classes in missionary 
methods, program building, etc., for women’s societies, 
young people and Sunday schools, and a number of 
fine Bible study courses. All the classes will be related 
to a three-year course leading to a certificate in mis¬ 
sions. Those who attended in 1921 will be entitled 
to take the second year’s work. 

In addition there will be daily platform addresses 
of the highest order—soul-stirring and inspiring, the 
kind that stand out in memory like mountain peaks. 
And the vesper services on the lawn, with nature’s 
wondrous panorama of sunset glow and mountain 
range and peaceful valley — who that has attended 
one of them can ever forget it? How many fine life 
purposes have been formed in those rare moments of 
vision! 

Leaders and Speakers 

Outstanding religious leaders and speakers of 
America have promised to be present at this Confer¬ 
ence, among whom are the following: Bishop Theo¬ 
dore D. Bratton, of Mississippi; Dr. M. Ashby Jones, 
of Atlanta; Bishop Logan Herbert Roots, Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of China; Dr. J. M. Blain, of the 
Presbyterian Mid-China Mission; Dr. Chas. P. Wiles, 
of Philadelphia, and Dr. L. B. Wolf, of Richmond, of 
the United Lutheran Church; Dr. C. B. Dawsey, of 
Brazil; Dr. H. F. Williams, Dr. J. O. Reavis, Mrs. W. 
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C. Winsborough, and Mr. E. D. Grant, of the Presby¬ 
terian Foreign Mission Committee; Dr. H. J. Derthick, 
President of Milligan College, a strong leader of the 
Christian Church; Dr. W. Russell Bowie, of St. Paul’s, 
Richmond; Miss Grace Lindley, of New York; Dr. C. 
G. Hounshell; Dr. W. D. Weatherford, President of 
Southern College of Y. M. C. A.; Dr. J. L. Kesler and 

Dr. 0. E. Brown, of the Vanderbilt School of Re¬ 
ligion; Mrs. Hume R. Steele, Miss Daisy Davies, Mrs. 
J. H. McCoy, Mrs. W. B. Lipscomb, and Mrs. P. L. 
Cobb, of the Woman’s Missionary Council of the Meth¬ 
odist Church; Mr. R. B. Eleazer, Editor of the Mis¬ 
sionary Voice; Dr. S. C. Mitchell, of Richmond Uni¬ 
versity; Mrs. W. P. McAdory, of Birmingham; Mr. 
Bland Roberts, traveling secretary of the Student 
Volunteer Movement; Mr. Ambrose Page, of Lynch¬ 
burg, and others. 

Who Should Attend 

Pastors and laymen, members of Women’s Mis¬ 
sionary Societies, Epworth Leagues, B. Y. P. U., and 
Christian Endeavor, Sunday school teachers and all 
others who are interested in missions, whether serv¬ 
ing in any official capacity or not. There will be some¬ 
thing of special and vital interest to everyone. Ten 
days of study and Christian fellowship in this confer¬ 
ence will double the efficiency of almost any Church 
worker. Anyone over sixteen years of age is eligible. 

Come and see for yourself. It will be one of the 
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most delightful ten days you have ever spent. It may 
mark an epoch in your life. 

Do You Really Want to Know How? 

To lead a mission study class? 
To tench missions in the Sunday school? 
To build a program for the Woman’s Missionary 

Society? 
To conduct a Church School of Missions? 
To put missions in your Young People’s Society? 
To discuss world problems intelligently? 
To make the best investment of your life? 
To become familiar with latest and best missionary 

literature? 
To learn what other denominations are doing? 
If so, attend the Missionary Education Movement 

Conference. 
For further information or for a booklet carrying 

the full program, write to Dr. W. D. Weatherford, 
Southern College of Y. M. C. A., Nashville, Tenn. 

WHY BLUE RIDGE? 

There’s a reason. There are three reasons. 
1. Blue Ridge is the most delightful spot I know 

in the North Carolina mountains. It leans back against 
the broad breast of High Top and looks across the 
lovely Swanannoa valley straight to the great domes 
of Craggy, Blackstone Knob, and Greybeard, behind 
which old Mitchell hides his mammoth head and back. 
From so wide a prospect of ever-varying beauty one 
may pass in one minute into the cool deep solitude of 
the mountain forest. 

2. The social and intellectual delights of Blue Ridge 
are as unique as is its physical charm. The thrice- 
choice folks from all over the South are gathered there 
in finest fellowship in study and in sport, and the air 
is electric with frank, clear thinking on the highest 
levels. 

3. For the moral and spiritual life, Blue Ridge is 
a veritable fountain of inspiration and renewal. One 
can hardly speak one’s sober judgment without the 
appearance of exaggeration. It must be said, never¬ 
theless, that, in my view, no single gathering within 
our borders means so much for Southern Christian 
leadership as the Blue Ridge Conferences. 

Wake Forest, N. C. Wm. Louis Poteat. 

Make Your Plans Nov? to Come to Blue 
Ridge 5 ome Time During the Summer 
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Home Missions 
Mrs. J. H. McCoy 

T is a great privilege, friends, for a gather¬ 
ing of this type to give a speaker the pre¬ 
cious moments of your time in order that 
a message may be carried out through you 
to the Protestant world in which we live, 

the southern section of the United States. I know you 
are filled tonight with a spirit of exaltation as you come 
into this room, with the consciousness of what 
America is doing for the world. I am still under the 
influence (as I hope I may continue all the evening) 
of the service we have just left and of those words 
of dedication that have been spoken by those young 
persons to whom we have listened over there in the 
lobby of Lee Hall. 

This is a wonderful country of ours. America 
really is the nation set upon a hill, a light unto all the 
world. I am thinking of a statement given forth by 
one of our national statistical bureaus very recently 
concerning the enormous wealth of America as one of 
the bases on which we build our conception of Amer¬ 
ica’s greatness. Out of the one thousand billion dol¬ 
lars, said to be the approximate wealth in terms of 
dollars of the entire world, America owns over six 
hundred billion dollars. Then I am thinking of the de¬ 
teriorated and the reduced man power of the world; 
not only of those ten million young men who laid down 
their lives on the field of Europe, but of those five 
civilians for each soldier who died in Europe during 
the last four years, making a total of sixty million 
Caucasians who have passed out of the industrial, 
civic, educational and religious life of that great area 
that is written over there on that great wall map of the 
world in green to indicate that it is not so much an 
object of missionary enterprise as are those vast areas 
written in red. I am thinking of that terrific reduc¬ 
tion in man power and of the unimpaired man power 
of America, Men and money America has. This do¬ 
main that we call ours is an imperial domain. From 
government statistics we learn that one-third of the 
total area of America has a population of perhaps not 
more than one family to one square mile. In twelve 
whole states, portions of which, it is true, are arid, 
needing the irrigation that the government is giving, 
needing new methods in agriculture to make it adapt¬ 
able to the maintenance of human life, but one-thircl 
of this imperial domain of ours in the United States 
capable of sustaining a vast army of human lives, has 

• *Stenographic report of an address given at the Missionary 
Education Movement Conference, Blue Ridge, N. C., June 28, 
1921. 

less than one family to each square mile; yet some 
think that there is danger of America becoming over- 
populated. Truly, America’s resources are marvelous, 
and she has not conquered her own frontier, but I am 
going to read to you some of the things that America 
has that need to give us pause and make us very 
much concerned, as to whether we, as American citi¬ 
zens, as Christians, are measuring up to what God 
expects of us. If the world is to be saved, the English- 
speaking section of the human family is conceding 
that America must do it, and to save the world we must 

MRS. J. H. McCOY 

save America first. That is the chief way we should 
aspire to have “America first.” 

The Great Task Before America 

R. H. Bennett, one of the leaders in the Educa¬ 
tional Campaign, over which our Southern Methodism 
has been concerned these recent months, announced 
in that picturesque language of which he is the mas¬ 
ter, that the slogan of “America first” was one that 
might well be written on a black flag with red letters 
with a cross-bone and skull under it; but “America first 
to save the world,” is a prayer slogan for Christian 
America. 

Here are facts that should make us pause in our 
considerations of the task at home: In the United 
States there are fifteen million foreigners and eighteen 
million born of foreign parents. Of this number 61 
per cent come from lands or homes without a Bible 
or New Testament ideals. There are eighty thousand 
Buddhists and seventy-four heathen temples in the 

#1 
0^ 
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United States. Two million of the foreigners in the 
United States are in the South and may be roughly 
c-lassified as follows: Fifty thousand Poles, thirty- 
five thousand Cubans, one hundred and thirty thou¬ 
sand Orientals, one million two hundred and eighty 
thousand Mexicans (slightly reduced because there 
has been a recent exodus to their own country since 
Mexico now has a more stable form of government), 
one hundred and eighty thousand Italians, two hun¬ 
dred and fifty thousand Germans, and seventy-five 
thousand Bohemians. Add to these approximately 
twelve million three hundred and eighty-two really 
unchurched and unreached people. In the states 
known as the South there are forty cities with a pop¬ 
ulation of twenty-five thousand, aggregating three 
million five hundred seventy thousand seven hundred 

and seventy persons. In each of these cities there 
is a problem of the non-church going masses, the prob¬ 
lem of the slum, of the rich who create the conditions 
in which men and their families work and live. The 
church at home is set in the midst of seven thousand 
cotton mill workers, and Ralph Diffendorfer, in the 
last book that he gave to our study course, announces 
that he considers the cotton mill problem of the South 
a problem with more menace than the Negro problem. 
His reasons for so stating are that they are a people 
unreached by the call of citizenship; that they live 
isolated lives; that they live a limited industrial life, 
and that they live without sufficient incentive for self¬ 
development. Three hundred thousand mountaineers, 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand Indians, two 
hundred and seventy-five thousand miners, and the 
last and most stupendous of all the missionary tasks 
of the South, nine million negroes, four million five 
hundred thousand of whom are objects of missionary 
need. In our country one hundred and ninety-two 
women drop into the underworld every twenty-four 
hours, and one hundred and ninety women of the 

underworld die every twenty-four hours. In the in¬ 
dustrial life of our own country thirty-five thousand 
people are killed every year and nearly half a million 
are injured. How does this compare with the toll of 
war? 

So much for the task that is before America before 
we can claim that we have solved our home problem. 
I have no argument to make tonight for a reduction 
in our foreign forces. In fact, we know that the in¬ 
crease in the forces in the foreign field depends upon 
a release of larger spiritual power in the United States, 
and the only way that a larger spiritual power may 
be released among our own people is by a more sac¬ 
rificial giving of lives and of means. If, to the mind 
of our young people, the high sacrifice still represents 
to them the foreign crusade, may their numbers in¬ 
crease and multiply until the Protestantism of America 
shall measure up adequately to its responsibility 
abroad. When this high day comes America will 
measure up to her task at home. So we have no need 
in this discussion tonight to think for a moment that 
there is a competitive attitude between the work of the 
Department of Foreign Missions and the work of the 
Department of Home Missions. 

My little boy came to me not long ago and said, 
“Mother, except for being a preacher, what would 
you like me to be?” Now you can understand what 
his reservation was and why that reservation, “except 
for being a preacher.” 

If America is to be churched, if the task of the 
church is to be met in America and the United States, 
the church must achieve its two great objectives, and 
these are to minister adequately to the spiritual life 
of every one of the entire population and to direct and 
influence the social life of the entire church at home. 

To Minister to the Spiritual Life 
In order to minister inadequately, not sufficiently, 

but just so the population west of the Mississippi River 
may be reached by a church, we need five thousand 
more church buildings today west of the Mississippi 
River. In order to staff these five thousand churches 
in the frontier country and in order to make up for 
the much depleted numbers that are falling out in 
our own ranks, Protestantism needs twelve thousand 
preachers today. Are our resources sufficient? 

I am going to tell you of an itineration that was 
made by some of the Home Secretaries of our Board, 
accompanied by Dr. W. W. Pinson, of the Board of 
Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 
March, and of some of the things that we discovered. 
We started in Nashville and spent the day in an insti¬ 
tute there; then went across to Atlanta and took the 
day there for an institute; then on to Birmingham 
by night, and with another day spent there, we pur- 
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sued our journey to Fort Worth, Dallas, Little Rock, 
St. Louis, Louisville, Knoxville, and on back into Nash¬ 
ville. In, each city we called into consultation with 
us the outstanding religious leaders of the city. We 
were not so much taking a message to these cities, nor 
were we going with the idea of showing them how to 
reconstruct their own missionary plans for the mis- 
soinary work of their own territory. The particular 
object of our visit was, first, that we might get in¬ 
formation, and second, that we might convey just one 
single message. That one message was, “Congrega¬ 
tional competition within a denomination should end 
even as we pray denominational competition within a 
given area is already at an end.” That is the only 
message we had to carry. We hope for a time when 
no longer will a Baptist or Methodist vie with each 
other as to which shall get the most advantageous loca¬ 
tion in a city. We got a good many speeches back 
from the folk who talked to us, because we went to 
get what they had to bring us. In one place I heard 
this story told: They said there was a certain new 
town that had been located and that the Baptists 
and Methodists got together and agreed that the one 
that could get in first and build a church might hold 
that territory without any competition from the other. 
So the Baptist and Methodist congregations, having 
reached that agreement, each determined to make the 
trip there just as quickly as possible, and each sent 

a preacher to the train. The preachers took the same 
train from the same station. The Baptist preacher, 
arriving at the station, ran up to the conductor and 
said, “I wish you would let me get into the baggage 
car, because the Baptist and Methodist have agreed 
that the one of us that gets to the town beyond first 
is the one that holds the territory, and if you will let 
me get into the baggage car, I know I will get out on 
the ground first.” The conductor said, “Pshaw! that 
Methodist parsons’ out on the cow catcher!” Com¬ 
petition is all right so long as Christians do not go 
into a territory and then create religious competition 
after they get into the territory. 

One thing we got back on this tour I wish to tell. 
We said, “You have made your survey of your city as 
to the problems that you have here.” They answered, 
“We have interdenominationally made the survey as 
accurately as possible. Our Chamber of Commerce, 
our Board of Trade, the civic pride of our town, are 
ready to meet the need of our people as rapidly as 
these needs are shown to them.” “Then you have no 
need of outside missionary assistance?” And here was 
the answer of the three Y. M. C. A. Secretaries, for 
we called the Y. M. C. A. people in consultation with 
us everywhere we went. They said, “We have the 
task and we know it; we have the means to do it, or 
we can command the means, but the trouble with us 
is our personnel. We are not good enough; we are 

THE EPISCOPAL DELEGATION AT THE MISSIONARY EDUCATION CONFERENCE, BLUE RIDGE, 1920 
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not numerous enough; we are not big enough; we are 
not wise enough for the job.” 

The Supreme Need 

Now, friends, I am down to the kernel of this talk 
on Home Missions in America. The trouble is not 
that we have not the resources, the problem is not that 
we do not know the task, but we who are on the job, 
including the Secretaries on down through the work¬ 
ers in the churches, are not big enough, nor wise 
enough, nor good enough for the job. There is some¬ 
thing wrong with our personnel and we know it. It 
is not because we do not long to be wise and good 
and efficient, but we have not been sufficiently well 
trained nor dedicated to the doing of the Master’s 
business. 

As we have talked about Home Mission problems, 
I want to come to the closest Home Mission problem 
0f aii_the Home Mission problem that lies closer to 
me than any other problem there is, and it lies closer 
to you than any other mission problem that exists. 
Our mission problem is not altogether an objective 
problem, friends. We have a subjective missionary 
problem to take into consideration. That subjective 
missionary problem is this, “I-World ’ of mine, and 
your ‘T-World.” Now there are great areas in my “I- 
Worlcl” that are not intentionally wicked, but are 
undeveloped, that have not come to their best intel¬ 
lectual development, are not wise enough, not big 
enough yet for the job. Then there are some other 
areas in this “I-World” of mine, areas in yours, that 
are pagan still, that in the transactions of ordinary 
life do not always construe the meaning of Christ’s 
missionary message to have its place in all the transac¬ 
tions of life. In the jungles of this “I-World” there 
are stil some wild beasts that have not been slain. 
There are still some wild, savage conditions that have 
not been subdued. Now that is the trouble with us. 
While we look out on the unsaved world and on our 
church membership and the evidences of a gieat civili¬ 
zation, and the vast resources here at home, we forget 
the subjective missionary task. Quoting from Rev. 
Thomas Carter of Vanderbilt University, “The great¬ 
est sin the human heart is guilty of is our unwilling¬ 
ness to let Jesus have His way in incarnating Him¬ 
self in our lives.” In other words, instead of our 
moving out among men so that seeing us they forget us 
and see Jesus, they see us. Part of this is due to the 
ignorant areas of the “I-World.” 

I have been thinking about some other things I 
have seen this past year. I traveled some thirty thou¬ 
sand miles in the interest of the Christian Education 
Movement. I attended twelve conferences in different 
sections of the nation, two in Texas. I traveled over 
those great plains in Texas and I saw cotton falling 

out on the ground and going to waste there, just as I 
saw it in Alabama and some in North Carolina and 
some in Georgia. As I traveled through the cotton 
fields by automobile and on the train, I said to some 
persons traveling with me, “Why don’t they gather 
that cotton and sell it?” “It was planted to bring 
forty cents, and it is worth but ten cents a pound, 
and we think it is better to let it go to waste and turn 
the cattle on it and fatten them and sell them to Mr. 
Armour for beef, so we are fattening the cows that we 
are going to sell to the stock yards,” they answered. 
Then I came up through Arkansas and I saw in Arkan¬ 
sas a pipe leading from a great barn down to a hog 
trough and I saw a lot of fine pigs gathered about 
that hog trough eating the priettest, whitest rice you 
ever saw, and I said, “Why are they feeding that rice 
to the hogs?” “We planted it for twenty cents a 
pound and it is bringing less than five cents on the 
market, so it pays us better to fatten the hogs and 
sell the hogs to the stock yards for hams and lard 
than it would be to sell the rice,” they replied. Then 
I went to Kansas City to attend the meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the Scarritt Bible and Training 
School. As I traveled across those rich Missouri fields, 
those wonderful corn lands of Missouri, I saw hun¬ 
dreds and hundreds of bushels of corn racked up 
around stakes in the field. I asked, “What is that corn 
doing out there in the field?” and they said, “It is Jan¬ 
uary and it is deteriorating, but we do not know 
what to do. We planted it to get two dollars a bushel, 
and it is selling for twenty-five cents.” I went to 
Panama City, Florida, near Mobile, Alabama. During 
the war we had some great shipbuilding yards down 
there; ships built under contract with the United 
States Government; and there on those wharfs were 
the frames of the ships and parts of the hulls com¬ 
pleted, ready to rot. You can pick up a paper and see 
dozens of ships that were pressed in for the emer¬ 
gency fleet that are now offered and being sold for a 
bagatelle. 

There is a young girl who went to school to me in 
Athens, Alabama, who went to Poland to do relief 
work. In January, when I was seeing the cotton wast¬ 
ing in the fields, she wrote to me from Poland. She 
said, “When I left America I told Miss Daisy Davies 
she could send anything she could get over here for 
the relief of these people except short-sleeved Geor¬ 
gette waists, but tell her now to send even those, 
because if they are clean they will do to wrap these 
naked new-born babies that are coming into the world 
without even a scrap of clothes to cover them.” Later 
Rev. W. V/. Pinson, of the Southern Methodist Board 
of Missions, called the Secretaries together and an¬ 
nounced that he was going to issue a call through the 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Southern Community Conference 
Blue Ridge, N. C., July 4-14, 1922 

The Southern Community Conference of the Y. 
W. C. A. will be held at Blue Ridge, July 4 to 14, 1922. 

The theme of the conference this year will be: 
To break down barriers. 
To change thinking. 
To widen the reach of our love. 
All of the program will be related to this theme of 

International Christianity. 
The names of teachers and speakers already en¬ 

gaged indicate that the program will be a strong one. 
Leaders who have made large contributions to confer¬ 
ences in other years will be welcomed back at Blue 
Ridge this year. Other new friends are expected, a 
number of whom have served at Young Women’s Chris¬ 
tian Association conferences in other parts of the 
country. 

President Howard E. Rondthaler, of Salem Acad¬ 
emy and College, an old and valued friend at Blue 
Ridge, will teach a class this year. Rev. Charles Pratt, 
of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, Ala., 
and Rev. H. D. C. Maclachlan, of the Seventh Christian 
Church, Richmond, Va., will be introduced to the Blue 
Ridge Conference for the first time. Rev. Victor G. 
Mills, of the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, Bal¬ 
timore, Md., a man who has served most acceptably 
in student and city conferences in other parts of the 
country, will be one of the Bible teachers. Dr. James 
E. Crowther, recently of Seattle, but now pastor of 
the Arch Street M. E. Church, Philadelphia, Pa., will 
teach a Bible class and will give the Sunday morning 
address. Dr. Crowther is widely known as author of 
the church pageant, "The Wayfarer.” 

Miss Clarissa Spencer, for many years World’s 
Secretary of the Y. W. C. A., with headquarters in 
London, will give a series of addresses on International 
Christianity. 

National secretaries of the Y. W. C. A. will be well 
represented. Among those who are expected at the 
conference are: Miss Leona Macgeorge, of Richmond, 
and Miss Alice Reynolds, of St. Louis, city secretaries; 
Miss Ebertha Roelofs, of Richmond, and Miss Gertrude 
Coon, of St. Louis, secretaries for towns; Miss Elea¬ 
nor Copenhaver and Miss Lulu Cassidy, secretaries en¬ 
gaged in county work; Miss Aclele Ruffin, secretary for 
colored work; Miss Louise Leonard, secretary for in¬ 
dustrial work, and Miss Helen L. Thomas, national 
secretary for city, town and country conferences, will 
be the executive of the conference. 

The conference music will be under the leadership 
of Miss Ruth Hanna, of Charlotte, N. C., who served 
so acceptably last year. The conference accompanist 
will be Miss Mattie Birge Abernethy, also of Charlotte. 

Dr. Auleene Marley Jamison will have direction of 
the health interests of the conference. 

One of the strong features of the conference pro¬ 
gram will be a series of addresses on ‘‘Today’s Search 
for the Christ-like God,” by Rev. M. Ashby Jones, 
pastor of the Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Further information may be secured by addressing 
the Conventions and Conferences Division, National 
Board Young Women’s Christian Associations, 600 
Lexington Avenue, New York City. 
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Prayer" 
Dr. William J. Hutchins 

^ygESUS CHRIST reveals to us the Kingdom 
of God, the eternal worth while. At the 
same time He reveals ourselves to our- 
selves. A beggar may maintain a decent 
self-respect so long as he is m the com¬ 

pany of beggars, but not in the presence of the king. 
There is Jesus’ social ideal, and down here the slime 
and shame of peace following the slime and the shame 
of war. There the superlative beauty of the character 
of Jesus; down here ourselves, weak, bound by habit, 
so that Jesus’ very ideal seems to damn and doom us 
as unworthy of the task of mastery and service which 
we seek. But Jesus does not leave us here. He bids 
us make our own the power of prayer. The summons 

DR. WILLIAM J. HUTCHINS 

of Jesus to pray is in entire harmony with the out- 
reaching and upreaching of our own nature. You know 
the statue of the Praying Boy, with hands uplifted and 
with eyes uplifted. There is the typical person of the 
nations and of the generations. Professor James puts 
it this way: “We hear in these days of scientific en¬ 
lightenment a great deal of discussion about the effi¬ 
cacy of prayer, and many reasons are given as to why 
we should not pray, while others are given as to why 
we should; but in this very little is said as to the 
reason why we do pray, which is simply because we 
cannot help praying. It seems probable that in spite of 
all that science may do to the contrary, men will con- 

* Stenographic report of an address given at the Community 
Conference of the Y. W. C. A., Blue Ridge, North Carolina, 
July 7, 1921. 

tinue to pray to the end of time, unless their mental 
nature changes in a manner which nothing we know 
of should lead us to expect.” Yet we, with our morbid 
self-consciousness, we with our rejection of that par¬ 
rot-like patter of glib prayers which we have heard 
and in which we have engaged as children, we with 
our passion for reality, sometimes wonder whether we 
have the right to pray, and sometimes I suspect that 
months together have gone by and we have been bound 
to confess to ourselves that we have not really prayed. 

Prayer of Communion 

Can we help each other? Of course, all prayer is 
communion, but, roughly speaking, very roughly speak¬ 
ing, simply for lack of better terminology, I should 
like this morning to divide prayer into two types: the 
prayer of communion and the prayer of petition. First, 
let us dwell upon the prayer of communion, the prayer 
which emphasizes communion. Some time ago Charles 
M. Sheldon, the author of “In His Footsteps,” gath¬ 
ered a group of us ministers and teachers together and 
went around the table asking this question of each 
individual, “What keeps you going?” I had never 
thought of that before. What keeps you going? That 
is a very significant question. Here, for example, is a 
woman who has made her own that great motto, “Not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister.” I ask that 
woman, What keeps you going, through disappoint¬ 
ment, through discouragement, through desertion of 
friends, through abuse and slander and calumny? 
What keeps you going? Behind all of other answers 
the real fundamental answer is this: The thing that 
keeps me going is the sense of my companionship with 
my Father—God. Now the prayer of communion 
brings into fulness of conscience that companionship 
with God. 

“Though long the weary way we tread, 
And sorrow crown each lingering year, 

No path we shun, no darkness dread, 
Our hearts still whispering, ‘Thou art near.’ ” 

The prayer of communion is the prayer of the child 
whispering simply, “Thou art near.” One of the dear¬ 
est friends I have in the world told me that when his 
little girl was a baby, every now and then in the 
darkness of the night he would hear her voice saying, 
“Hand, hand,” and when my friend would put his hand 
upon the little hand, the baby was at rest. There is 
the prayer of communion which brings to our con¬ 
sciousness the great, strong, loving hand of our Father. 
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There was a time when we built our college obser¬ 
vatories down in the midst of the dust and smoke of 
the great cities, but we do not do that any more. 
We build our observatories now upon some hill over¬ 
looking some quiet lake in the country, or better still, 
on some mountain of California where, unhindered, 
we can see the stars. The prayer of communion takes 
the soul away from the dust and the smoke and the 
drivel, to the mountain of vision. I am told that when 
Ibsen was writing his novel, “Brand,” he had upon his 
desk an empty ale bottle into which he put a scor¬ 
pion, and he tells us that every now and then the little 
creature would get sick and he would put bits of fruit 
into the bottle. Now I know men, as you know men, 
who, as they lift their eyes from the writing of their 
day’s page, look, as it were, into an ale bottle with a 
little scorpion inside. Jesus looked up from the page 
which He wrote day after day, into the open face of 
His Father. That is the prayer of communion. 

Now have we any right to believe in the possibility 
of the prayer of communion? I answer no, unless 
we believe in the God of Jesus. If we believe in the 
God of Jesus, if we, down to the ground, believe that 
at the heart of this world is a God who knows and 
loves and cares, and is strong, then the prayer of com¬ 
munion is a corollary; and I am convinced that as a 
man’s religion matures and as he himself matures, the 
prayer of communion will gain increasing proportion 
in his life. My father is now eighty-four years old. 
I suppose for the last thirty-five years I have scarcely 
asked my father a single favor, but the communion 
has been there. 

You remember that story of old Dr. Tholuck. Some 
of his students were interested in the spiritual life of 
the man, and they thought they would discover the 
secret of it, so one of his students went into his study 
and hid himself behind the books and watched. The 
old man, as he got through his evening study, simply 
clasped his hands upon his open book and bowed and 
r-n'd. “Dea1' Lord, we are still on the same old terms.” 
That was all. That’s the prayer of communion, the 
prayer which says to our Heavenly Father, “Dear 
Father, we are still on the same old terms.” And I 
want to insist upon this, that if you believe down to 
the ground in the prayer of communion, then you have 
made your own for possession and for occupation one 
vast hemisphere of prayer life. 

Prayer of Petition 

We turn now to the prayer of petition. Rising nat¬ 
urally out of the prayer which emphasizes communion 
is the prayer for petition for personal spiritual bless¬ 
ings. There is a pathetic confession made by the 
French modernist, Loisy, in his Journal of May 10, 
1904. He writes: “For a long time I have been unable 

to pray to God as one who would ask something of an 
individual of whom one expected a favor. My prayer 
consists in an interior act of self-recollection which 
enables me to decide what I consider to be good and 
useful.” The prayer of petition for personal spiritual 
blessings is something far different from that. Per¬ 
haps illustrations will serve us better here. Dr. Jowett 
tells us a story like this. He says: “A minister came 
to see me one night. He said, ‘Jowett, I wish you 
would try to get me another place. I feel I have about 
done yonder. You know it has been a rather bad year. 
Finances have gone wrong. We have not increased 
our membership. Nothing seems to have gone right.’ 
We talked it over, and our conversation got away 
down into the depths and away from the shades, and 
he left me that night. He went home. He flung him¬ 
self in a chair by the dying fire and he thought and 
prayed, for that is where our conversation had gone, 
and he said something like this, ‘0 my God, if I am 
the barrier to the progress of my church, graciously 
remove the barrier and set me and my people free,’ 
and he took the peace and strength for which he prayed 
and he went to rest. The next day was Saturday. 
He told me he was led to church on Saturday morn¬ 
ing as though a hand had been laid upon his shoulder 
and thrust him into the place where he had minis¬ 
tered to his people. He came into the chapel door. 
He locked the door behind him and was there alone in 
the empty church. He said, ‘I went to the front where 
I had ministered the bread and wine and flung myself 
on my knees and said, 0 Lord God, this is the place 
where I have failed. Fill me with Thy power. Lord, 
I take Thy power.’ The next day a revival broke out 
in his church. He sent me word two days later, ‘I 
don’t want another place. Stop your seeking. Let 
me remain at home.’ What had that man been doing? 
Saying his prayers? Drinking in the divine energy, 
the love energy.” You know the song we sang here our 
first morning: 

“I ask no dream, no prophet ecstacies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

No angel visitant, no opening skies, 
But take the dimness of my soul away. 

“Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The kindling of the heaven-descending Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.” 

That is the prayer of petition for personal spiritual 
blessings. Have I a right to offer it? Again I answer, 
po unless God is our Father. But if at the heart 
of the world there is One who loves and cares and 
knows and is strong, then I say to you that the whole 
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universe is built to answer that prayer. Now, if you 
believe in that kind of prayer you have conquered for 
your possession and for your occupation the first 
province in the second great hemisphere of the prayer 
life. 

But, as Jowett’s story reminds us, no man can hon¬ 
estly pray for personal spiritual blessings without 
craving like blessings for other people. Perhaps you 
have heard your friends pray for China, for India, for 
Africa, and suddenly you have said to yourself, “If I 
should pray that prayer, it would be simply a form 
of speech,” and you have stopped praying for Africa, 

and India, and China. Now your sister goes to China 
and your sister has a kindergarten, and in that kin¬ 
dergarten there is a little girl. Your sister tells you 
the story. That little girl was one of seven girls who 
had been imprisoned below the deck of a junk. The 
seven children were discovered because a little girl’s 
hand reached up between the planks of the deck of the 
junk. The girls were found down there below. This 
little girl went to your sister’s kindergarten, and as 
you hear her story, you begin to love that little girl. 
You can not help it. And as you begin loving her, 
you begin to pray for her, because you can not help it. 
But have you a right to pray for her? Certainly, as 
you love the more, you will pray the more. You cannot 
help it. But have you a right to pray for her? The 
fact that in a reasonable universe you cannot help 

praying for her gives you a warrant for such prayer. 
The fact that the great builders of the civilization in 
which we live insist upon the validity of such prayer 
gives you a warrant for such prayer. The fact that 
Jesus prayed, “Thy kingdom come,” gives you ample 
and sufficient warrant for such prayer. But now, 
really, do you believe that any prayer of mine for 
India, or for Africa, or for China, can lead God to do 
for India, for Africa, for China, what He would not 
otherwise do for them? Do you really believe that? 
We know that when we are near each other we can 
definitely enrich or impoverish each other, spiritually. 
We know that when we are here together this morn¬ 
ing we can definitely impoverish or enrich each other, 
spiritually. Should the fact of distance make any dif¬ 
ference there? Again, take the physical world. You 
know that when China a little while ago was famine- 
stricken, we people here in America saved thousands 
and probably hundreds of thousands from starvation. 
Would it be strange if there were an extension of a 
like law into the spiritual world, so that we may 
actually enrich or impoverish the lives of people be¬ 
yond the sea? Robert E. Speer wrote a book. That 
book crossed the sea. That book dropped into a second¬ 
hand book stall in Kieff, Russia. There it was picked 
up by a Russian woman student of great ability, whom 
I learned to know. That book led that woman to the 
liberty which is in Jesus Christ our Lord, and she be¬ 
came one of the great women of Russia. Humanly 
speaking, but for that book of Robert E. Speer that 
woman would never have been led out into the light 
and the power of Jesus Christ. Now, in intercessory 
prayer, I believe God says to us something like this: 
“My child, if you could go as a missionary to China, 
I would have you go. If you could go as a philan¬ 
thropist to China, I would have you go. If you could 
write books to help the Chinese, I would have you do 
that. But I am unwilling that the chance to help 
China should be the monopoly of the author, the mis¬ 
sionary, the philanthropist. By prayer I permit you 
to share in my world-wide democracy of helpfulness. 
By prayer I permit you to unlock energies which apart 
from you would not be unlocked.” 

Our prayer frames itself, of course, as a petition. 
Practically what we say is this: “My dear Heavenly 
Father, if Thou wilt so greatly honor me, permit me to 
share in the life of China, in some way or other to 
give my life to China, so that I, too, may become 
one of the servants and saviours of China.” If you are 
willing to believe in that kind of prayer, if you are 
willing to believe, away down to the ground, in prayer 
for spiritual blessings for other people, you have 
gained for your possession and for your occupation 
the second great province in the second great hemis¬ 
phere of the prayer life. 
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Prayer for Material Blessings 

Now I want to speak of a prayer which some of us 
find the most difficult form of prayer, namely, the 
prayer of petition for material blessings, physical 
blessings, for ourselves and other people. Of course, 
the materialist laughs at us for praying for our daily 
bread or for the daily bread of other people. Of 
course, he is perfectly willing to grant the reflex in¬ 
fluence of prayer. But surely a man is not going to 
continue to pray for physical blessings if he has to 
remark to himself at the beginning, “I know that this 
hasn’t any influence upon God at all. I am simply en¬ 
gaged in an interior act of self-recollection.” But have 
we a right to pray for physical blessings for ourselves 
and for others? First, sometimes we can not help 
such prayer. When a man is thrown flat on his back, 
he looks up. Second, the physical is so entangled with 
the spiritual and the spiritual with the physical that 
if a man has a right to pray for spiritual blessings 
he has a right to pray for physical blessings. One of 
the greatest spiritual blessings that can come to any 
man or woman is a home, a home where love and life 
blossom. If I have a right to pray for the spiritual 
blessing of a home, I have just as much right to pray 
for the brick and mortar and the wood of the house 
which can effectively house that home. One of the 
greatest spiritual blessings that can come to a com¬ 
munity is a vital and vitalizing church of Jesus Christ, 
but that the church of Jesus Christ may rise to its 
fruition in a community that church must have a suit¬ 
able building to house the spiritual organization of 
the church, and if I have a l ight to pray for the spirit¬ 
ual organization of the church, I have a right to pray 
for the brick and the stone and the wood and the 
mortar to house that church. Still again, we have 
testimony to the value of prayer for physical bless¬ 
ings, which in any other realm of thought we should 
regard as absolutely conclusive. Those who have 
prayed most bid us to pray more. Those who pray 
often bid us pray oftener. Those who have been most 
daring in their prayer bid us to be audacious in our 
prayer. Of course, they may be mistaken, but if they 
are mistaken, those who have done most for this 
world of ours, are mistaken when they are at their 
best. 

So far I have simply been building a staircase to 
the climatic argument for such prayer. When Jesus 
bids us pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” He 
gives to us as reasonable men and women all the war¬ 
rant that we need for such prayer. But you say, “Do 
you really believe that God is going to violate His nat¬ 
ural laws to meet my physical needs?” No, I do not. 
A great teacher of mine said that most of the prayers 
which men offer for physical blessings may be an¬ 
swered if God can put a thought into a man’s mind. 

This morning you have put thoughts into my mind, 
and, perchance, I have put thoughts into your minds. 
If we permit the idea that God can put a thought into 
a man’s mind, then we admit that God can answer most 
or the prayers which men offer for physical blessings. 
There do come times, I grant, when a man stands 
he’pless in the presence of some force of nature, 
when there is no chance of human help or mediation. 
\\ hat shall we say ? Will God answer my prayer for 
deliverance ? I want to call your attention to this fact: 
that God s laws are God’s customary ways of work¬ 

ing. I wonder if you ever heard this story, or parable, 
suggested by a scientist. A man sits on the bank along 
which passes a railroad, and he keeps a memorandum 
of the times when the trains pass, and after he has 
sat by the railroad track for a considerable time and 
has noted down the hours of the passing of the trains, 
he gets what he calls “a law of the trains.” Then, sud¬ 
denly, after he has been there a week and got the 
thing all settled, a train passes by at the wrong 
time, and his law is completely smashed. Not at all. 
There is a law of the regular trains, and then there 
is a law of the special trains, and the law of the 
special trains is just as “lawful” as the law of the 
regular trains. There is a law of gravitation. There 
is a law of prayer, and the one law does not interfere 
with the other law at all. You remember, of course, 
the farmer who saw a camel for the first time, and 
after looking at it for some time, said, “There ain’t 
no such animal.” Now unquestionably the man who 
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first saw an aeroplane flying about the Statue of Lib¬ 
erty and over the river, said, “There ain’t no such 
thing.” But there was. Now the camel is just as 
“lawful” as the farmer is, and the aeroplane violates 
no law. The flight of the aeroplane simply involves 
the corelation of this law and the other law with 
which, perchance, hitherto we had not been familiar. 

If God’s Spirit leads you to such prayer from time 
to time, I say you wrong God’s Spirit if you do not 
offer such prayer, and if you are willing to believe in 
prayer for physical blessings, you have conquered for 
your posession and for your occupation the last great 
province in the second vast hemisphere of the prayer 
life. But I do not believe that prayers for physical 
blessings should occupy large time and thought in a 
woman’s prayer life; and I will tell you the reason. 
If you devote large time and thought to prayer for 
physical blessings, you are likely to become a pre¬ 
sumptuous sign seeker. You are likely to confuse the 
essential with the nonessential in religion. I beg of 
you at the close of this hour together to go back to 
your room and read the great words at the close of 
the prophecy of Habakkuk, one of the great passages 
in the Old Testament. “Though the fig tree shall not 
flourish, neither shall fruit be on the vine; the labor 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
food; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there be no herd in the stall; yet I will rejoice in Jeho¬ 
vah, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.” 

A woman says to all this: “That sounds all right, 
but the fact is I have prayed and prayed, and I have 
got no answer to my prayer, and I have given up 
prayer.” In that hymn from which we have quoted, 

you remember the words, “Teach me the patience of 
unanswered prayer.” That is good poetry, but it is 
poor religion. I believe that there is no such thing 
in the world as the unanswered prayer of an honest 
soul. A loving father may answer his child in three 
different ways. First, “My child, I will give you just 
what you want in just the way you want it,” and I 
venture to say that in your experience the great mass 
of petitions have been answered in precisely that way, 
“Yes, my child, I will give you just what you want in 
just the way you want it.” Another answer of a lov¬ 
ing father is, “Yes, my child, I will give you what you 
want, but not just now.” Dwight L. Moody had a child 
that wanted a horse. He said, “I won’t give you a 
horse now; I will give you a goat.” He gave him a 
goat, then a burro, and when the boy grew older, 
he gave him a horse. Did he not answer the child’s 
prayer? “I will give you just what you want, but 
not now; you are not ready for it.” Another answer 
a loving father may give to his child, “I will not give 
you what you want, but I will give you something bet¬ 
ter,” and I venture to say that in one of these three 
ways God, the loving Heavenly Father, has answered 
and will answer every prayer of every honest heart: 
“I will give you just what you want in just the way 
you want it”; “I will give you just what you want, 
but not now”; “I will not give you what you want, 
but I will give you something better.” 

With three questions I close. Would your dearest 
friend give you her most precious gift if you never 
thanked her for the gifts she had already given you? 
Second, would your dearest friend give you her best 
gift if you were always saying to yourself, “I don’t 
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believe my friend loves me or cares about me any¬ 
how”? Third, would your dearest friend give to you 
her most precious gift if you talked with her only 
about three minutes at the close of the day, and then 
mumbled over casually the same words you had been 
mumbling over for the last fifteen years? The Great 
Companion is the Infinite Demander; but God gives all 
to those who give all. 

SOUTHERN STUDENT CONFERENCE OF 
Y. W. C. A. 

The summer season at Blue Ridge for 1922 opens 
with the College Students’ Conference June 2-12. We 
are sorry not to have had this announcement in the 
April issue along with the other material pertaining 
to this first fine conference. The conference objective 

for this year is stated as follows: 
“To bring women together in various types of con¬ 

ferences, that in united worship, study and council 
they may gain a clearer understanding of God s pui- 
poses for the new world; may commit themselves to 
the fulfillment of their part in the world task; may 
prepare themselves for larger service; and may to¬ 
gether be empowered for leadership.” 

Our conference theme is: 
“To break down barriers, to change thinking, to 

widen the reach of our love. 
The outlook is good for a strong conference. We 

have secured a particularly strong group of leaders. 

Among whom are: 
Dr. Charles W. Gilkey, Hyde Park Baptist Church, 

Chicago, Illinois. 
Prof. D. J. Fleming, New York City. 
Rev. T. W. Graham, Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. 
Rev. Irving Chenoweth, First Christian Church, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Prof. Alexander C. Purdy, Earlham College, Rich¬ 

mond, Indiana. 
Dr. Arthur Rowbotham, Altavista, Virginia. 
Rev. W. W. Alexander, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Prof. S. G. Riley, Meredith College, Raleigh, N. C. 
Prof. E. C. Lindeman, The North Carolina College 

for Women, Greenville, North Carolina. 
Miss Florence Simms, Industrial Department, Na¬ 

tional Board. 
Miss Louise Leonard, South Atlantic Field Com¬ 

mittee. 
Miss Eleanor Copenhaver, South Atlantic Field 

Committee. 
Miss Lucy Riggs, South Central Field Committee. 
Miss Rebecca Reid, South Central Field Committee. 

Miss Katherine Lumpkin, South Atlantic Field 
Committee. 

Miss Elsie B. Heller, South Atlantic Field Com¬ 
mittee. 

Miss Ruth Lee Pearson, Student Department, Na¬ 
tional Board. 

The Field Student Council has been working close¬ 
ly with the Conference Department all during the 
winter on the program so that the conference will be 
fully expressive of student desires and student initia¬ 
tive. Associated in the executiveship of the confer¬ 
ence will be one of the undergraduate students select¬ 
ed out of the Field Council. The announcement of 
who the two executives are to be will come later. 

We count upon each conference climbing one rung 
higher in the ladder over the preceding year as we 
build out of the experience which the students afford 
us. The announcement of our executives will have to 
come later. 

For further information, write 
Margaret Flenniken, 

Student Secretary, Department of Conventions and 
Conference, 600 Lexington Ave., New York City. 

WHY YOU SHOULD COME TO BLUE RIDGE TO 
THE STUDENT CONFERENCE. 

1. Because of the beauty and charm of the place, 
the cool breezes, the tramps to the hills, sunrises and 
sunsets from the tops of the mountains—the cordial 
of youth, the challenge of the spirit—dreams and blue 
skies and distance and forests and ferns and wild 
flowers. 

2. Because of the delightful recreation programs, 
the college games and delightful fellowships, the con¬ 
tagions of the best in the mutual sharing of wholesome 
life. 

3. Because of interesting and helpful studies and 
insights into new and splendid tasks, the appeal of 
great adventures for humanity, and the abiding 
strength of friendships formed in these never-to-be- 
forgotten associations. 

4. Because of inspirational and notable addresses 
which you cannot afford to miss. 

5. Because the work back in your church and com¬ 
munity needs you as leaders, to take back to its life 
and tasks just what Blue Ridge has to give, viz.: a 
new sense of religious values, a deepening of the spir¬ 
itual life, new efficiency, new insights, new consecra¬ 

tions. J- L- Kesler> 
Southern College of Y. M. C. A. 
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WHITES AND NEGROES WORKING TOGETHER. 
Co-operation between leaders of the white and col¬ 

ored races for the solution of their common problems 
was given a great impetus by the war. The movement 
has spread in the South until it promises to accom¬ 
plish much towards a working out of peaceable racial 
relations. White and colored committees that met to¬ 
gether to discuss Liberty Bond and Red Cross cam¬ 
paigns have continued to meet to talk over the ques¬ 
tions of everyday life, to plan for better educational 
facilities for negroes, and to thresh out calmly vexa¬ 
tious situations that threaten to disturb the relations 
of the races. Back of this movement is an earnest de¬ 
sire on the part of many white persons that the two 
races shall get along together as their intelligent, sane 
leaders would have them do. 

In scores of Southern counties permanent inter¬ 
racial committees have been established, some under 
Y. M. C. A. auspices, others independent of any or¬ 
ganization. They not only strive steadily for co-opera¬ 
tion for the common good, but in case of any menace 
to the peace of the community the white leaders talk 
things over with the negroes, who in turn use their 
influence with their own race. There are many ne¬ 
groes in the South who have established themselves 
as substantial, respected citizens, and their advice is 
given full weight in these conferences. These inter¬ 
racial organizations, while they may not offer a solu¬ 
tion for the many difficult phases of a great national 
problem, certainly are a step in the right direction. 

White men in the South are often far more ready 
to help the negro to pull himself up in the world than 
the Northern white man suggests. The wisests of the 
negro leaders have always advocated a development 
of racial consciousness and self-respect, and the inter¬ 
racial conferences are a recognition of this sensible 
advice.—New York Evening Post. 

HOME MISSIONS 
(Continued from page 6) 

church for one hundred and twenty-five thousand dol¬ 
lars. The greatest famine that the history of the 
Orient has ever known was on. Fifty millions of peo¬ 
ple were in peril of their lives. Fifteen million must 
be kept alive by gifts from America, and one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars must be sent by 
Southern Methodists. Southern Methodism contrib¬ 
uted two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars in¬ 
stead of one hundred and twenty-five thousand, and 
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the money was sent to China, but in Arkansas the rice 
was going to the hogs and the corn was sprouting 
around those stakes out in the fields of Missouri, and 
the ships that could have sped on their way with these 
benefits to those three and a half million of Polish peo¬ 
ple were rotting at Mobile and other shipbuilding 
places. 

All Life Needs Christianizing. 

Friends, down underneath the heart of Home Mis¬ 
sions in America is the necessity for the Christianiza¬ 
tion of all the processes of life, of commerce, of states¬ 
manship, of education, in order that we may think 
from our childhood in Christian terms. The Chris¬ 
tianization of the life of America as a whole, and now 
may I add again that the beginning of the Home Mis¬ 
sion problem in America is that closest Home Mission 
problem of all, the Christianization of the “I-World” 
tor each individual, for you and for me. The Cross 
of Christ does not stand on Golgotha. The Cross of 
Christ stands in the life of every individual. The 
Cross that we were told to carry was not that carved 
in wood and borne by Simon, but it is the Cross that 
each one must bear, and the time of sacrificial living 
and giving has not come to an end. W. T. Ellis, writing 
from his sick bed in Jamaica, said for years he had 
made, along with the rest of the publicists of America, 
a crusade for health, and he had advocated all that 
America has advocated for better health conditions, 
for better bodies, strong and sound. He knew that we 
must have strong men and strong women, and im¬ 
proved health conditions, but he now wonders if there 
has not been an exaggeration of emphasis on the com¬ 
forts necessary for the human body; if to the Christian 
life of America there has not come a feeling of luxury 
in the care of this strong, fine army of bodies in 
America. And he says, “I am thinking of that man 
who lived in the fairest body even given a human 
soul, and yet who thought it not too much to offer 
that body to the thorns and the nails, and to be flogged 
and to be spat upon.” 

Friends in America, as well as in China and Japan 
and the islands of the sea, the days of sacrificial living 
have not passed. 

“0 Cross that lifted up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red, 

Life that shall endless be.” 

‘‘I haVe been on a great many grounds for purposes of tkis kind. This is the 
most beautiful of any I haVe seen in this country. We ought to thank God 
that somebody had Vision large enough and consecrated enthusiasm enough to 
see the possibilities of this Wonderful place.”— Dr.J. Campbell White 
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Ignorance and Business Success 
IKE a mighty tidal wave passing over the 
world is the lack of respect for human life 
or property, the attempt to settle all by 
cavemen methods, the seeking to get some¬ 
thing, whatever object it may be, by a 

short cut. “Maladjustment, incident to reconstruc¬ 
tion,” say the sages, but deeper than surface causes of 
unrest, we are beginning to realize the appalling prev¬ 
alence of ignorance, incompetence and helplessness. A 
great world of folks crying out and striking out in 
sheer blindness. “They do not know.” It has always 
existed, its depth and its widespread grip are just 
being revealed with the age-long covers of provincial¬ 
ism and laissez faire lifted. 

It would be bad enough were this ignorance and 
assumption confined to the masses, but it is not so re¬ 
stricted. The biggest difficulty to day lies in super¬ 
ficial thinking among aspiring leaders, who, regard¬ 
less of their walk in life, have no right to be guilty 
of this present most amazing of crimes, namely, that 
of ignorance. 

According to Bradstreet, 67 per cent of the business 
failures for the year 1921 were for the three personal 
causes of incompetence, lack of capital and inexpe¬ 
rience. All of these are phases of ignorance, for if 
one were not ignorant of the requirements of the busi¬ 
ness one would not have dared to undertake the work 
without preparation, and if one had known the de¬ 
mands of the business in a financial way, one would 
have been exceeding foolish not to have planned 
advance resources. Inexperience alone was respon¬ 
sible for less than 6 per cent of the failures. Lack 
of character was responsible for less than 7 per cent 
of the failures. If the results of ignorance and knav¬ 
ery lead to the same losses, ignorance upon the part 
of those who should know must soon be charged as 
moral delinquency. 

Mr. Alvan T. Simoncls, in a recent article in Ameri¬ 
can Industries (Lefax Digest), writes: “Intelligent, 
thoughtful men are coming to believe that government 
in the long run is going to insist that the man or men 
using your money or my money, either obtained direct¬ 
ly from you and from me, or through the banks where 
we have deposited it, shall show more than honesty 
or sincerity of purpose; that they shall be required to 
prove by education or experience, or both, they are 
fitted for the job they are undertaking, as well at least 
as the young lawyer, who is fitted to begin the prac¬ 
tice of law.” 

‘•Can we accept the statement,” says he, “that doc¬ 
tors, lawyers, teachers and others must be licensed 

after proving that they have a certain education, de¬ 
clared to be essential before they are allowed to begin 
their work and at the same time argue that those who 
are responsible for the success of the business enter¬ 
prises involving the savings and welfare of hundreds 
of thousands of others should not be required to dem¬ 
onstrate a similar fitness.” 

A headline carried in one of our newspapers re¬ 
cently, “Education Alone Can Check Crime,” refer¬ 
ring to an address given before a teachers’ convention, 
may not be so far fetched, after all, for the crime of 
ignorance, incompetence and inefficiency is one that 
alone can be checked by education of the right sort, 
and the business world is stressing specialized training 
as never before. 

The search among the colleges each year by the 
large corporations and organizations for graduates to 
enter service, and the special corporation schools to be 
grounded in the theory and practice of the particular 
enterprise, is an indication of the value placed upon 
broader education and special training by those who 
know their need of men of judgment, vision and prep¬ 
aration. 

There is no institution whose successful executives 
prove the value of training in terms of maintenance 
of equipment, in development of financial support and 
that which alone justifies the first two factors named, 
the realization of its objective in terms of the pro¬ 
duction of Christian character, as does the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 

An institution with building and equipment values 
aggregating almost $150,000,000, with annual current 
expense budgets amounting to $40,000,000, with its 
staffs of upwards of 6,000 employed officers and ten 
times as many volunteers, and touching one million 
and more of boys and men in the course of a single 
year. 

Is this equipment or budget to be conserved in the 
hands of those without training in the theory and 
science of business. 

Can these volunteers and employed officers function 
unless the leadership be trained in the history, prin¬ 
ciples and policy of the great Christian institution 
with which they are connected? 

Can the Christian objective of winning, holding 
and using men and boys for Christ, His church and His 
Kingdom be achieved through the multitude of per¬ 
sonal contacts, unless the leadership shall be men of 
consecration and trained in fundamentals of Chris¬ 
tianity, Scripture interpretation, history of Christian¬ 
ity and of the church as well as an understanding of 
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men and their needs as shown in psychology and the 
social sciences? 

How may the needs of men be met in their fullest 
measure unless the leaders shall understand the meth¬ 
ods which have made for efficiency and success? 

Slowly but surely it is dawning upon some of the 
members of the Y. M. C. A. Boards of Diiectoi.s and 
of many of the older secretaries, that the association 
secretaryship is a life work calling, a profession, and 
deserving of the same care in its choice and prepara¬ 
tion for its entrance as any of the older, more generally 
recognized professions as the law, medicine, the min¬ 
istry and engineering. The latter all predicate suc¬ 
cess upon attendance at a regular college from two 
to four years, together with two or more years of 
technical training. 

A new day is appearing on the horizon of the 
brotherhood. The old order is beginning to change. 
Not many years from now members of the Boards 
will be looking forward five years instead of five 
weeks or months in their association thinking and will 
plan for men who may really function in the produc¬ 
tion of Christian character, consecrating equipment 
and finance and organization to this end, at the same 
time conserving with business sagacity those instru¬ 
ments. Committees and secretaries will be recruiting 
young men of real promise, known and proved in their 
own community for the woi'k of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and standing behind them, send 
them to Southern College of Y. M. C. A. to be re¬ 
turned in due time, trained for special service in the 
home section. The sooner this kind of foresight is put 
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into operation, the sooner will be the new day in cer¬ 
tain communities. 

There is no short cut to success. There must be a 
certain quantum of inspiration and much perspira¬ 
tion. But that perspiration will render far more service 
in the life calling, if put to work at first in systematic 
training. “There is that which scattereth and yet 
tends to increase.” This is the investment of time and 
study to the production with efficiency, which seals the 
call, stabilizes the service and gains the objective. 

The announcements of the Southern Summer 
School for Y. M. C. A. workers is now out. This splen¬ 
did continuation school gives a two weeks’ session of 
intensive Y. M. C. A. technique for the benefit of As¬ 
sociation men of all grades. The older men keep young 
in the exchange of ideas, the younger men meet with 
those who have made their way in the Brotherhood. 
Association leaders, International, State, College and 
local, teach and lecture and more than all else are 
there to rub shoulders with those who aspire. Fail 
not to catch personalities as well as ideas. 

It is pleasing to note that a Directors’ Conference 
will be arranged. It is to be hoped that from every 
Association in the entire region there may be at least 
one director or committeeman to attend this confer¬ 
ence and to get a larger vision of what the work might 
mean. 

The Conference is held at Blue Ridge, July 18- 
August 1. 

The folder of the Summer Quarter of the Southern 
College is now off the press. In its final form twenty- 
three splendid courses are scheduled. 

“THE BLACK MOUNTAIN AUTO COMPANY” 
The Authorized Service Cars for All Incoming and Outgoing Conferences 

Fare 50 Cents Each Way 

OFFICE AT 

BLUE RIDGE AND BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 



Asheville, North Carolina 

4 Land of the Shy” 

BATTERY PARK HOTEL 
Enjoy the Home-like Atmosphere of this World-Famous 

Commercial-Tourist Hotel 

AMERICAN PLAN 
Wilbur Devendorf, Manager 

Exclusive Ready-to-Wear 
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND BOYS 

Luggage and Sporting Goods 

Special Club Prices on Uniforms and Equipment 

11 Patton Ave. Asheville, N. C. 

Confidence and Quality 
If there is any business today that needs CONFI¬ 
DENCE and QUALITY injected in large quanti¬ 
ties it is the Wholesale Grocery business. Square 
dealings and the giving of quality begets confi¬ 
dence. The table and Book Store at Blue Ridge 

are largely supplied by our line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
Wholesale 

Asheville, North Carolina 

“CAROLINA SPECIAL” 

Superior Milk Products 
Served Exclusively 

AT 

BLUE RIDGE 

CAROLINA CREAMERY COMPANY 
Asheville, N. C. 

SOLVE YOUR GIFT 
PROBLEMS WITH 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF BLUE RIDGE 
WE HAVE THEM 

THE PELTON STUDIOS 
(Blue Ridge Official Photographer) 

ASHEVILLE, N. C. 

ASHEVILLE’S LARGEST 
DEPARTMENT STORE 

Attractive Merchandise and Efficient 
Service Throughout the Year 

BON MARCHE 
ASHEVILLE, N. C. 

BROWN BOOK COMPANY 
BOOKS, STATIONERY 

SOUVENIRS 

51 PATTON AVE., ASHEVILLE. N. C. 

We invite you to make our store 

headquarters when 

in Asheville 



Panorama of the Blue Ridge Mountains from the Veranda of R. E. Lee Hall 

HOME OF THE 

BLUE RIDGE ASSOCIATION 
For 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCES AND TRAINING 
Reduced Fares Convenient Schedules 

(Railway Station) 

BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 

ON THE 

SOUTHERN RAILWAY SYSTEM 

Spend Your Vacation m the Glorious Mountains of 
Western North Carolina 

Southern Railway System agents in all the principal cities will be glad to plan your trip for you. 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co, 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

Gh MNASIUM CONS 1 RUC f ION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 

Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

BENSON PRINTING COMPANY 
COLLEGE ANNUAL EXPERTS 

SCHOOL WORK OUR SPECIALTY 

136 FOURTH AVE., N. NASHVIFFE, TENNESSEE 


