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The Prepared Man 
Wilbur F. Tillett 

Dr. W. F. Tillett, Dean Emeritus and Professor of Christian 
Doctrine of the Vanderbilt School of Religion, was the unani¬ 
mous choice for speaker on the occasion of the first commence¬ 
ment of the Southern College of Y. M. C. A. at Blue Ridge, 
August 29, 1921. His address follows.—Editor. 

HENEVER a work is to be done in the 
world, a man is needed for it, and must 
be got ready for it. And there is always 
and everywhere work to be done, and 
always and everywhere need for prepared 

men. However it may have been in time past, in our 
day a call to any vocation in life is a call to get ready 
for it. This is pre-eminently true of every form of 
social and religious service; and it is true now for 
women as well as for men. The unprepared man, the 
half-prepared man, the ill-prepared man is hopelessly 
discounted on the very threshold of life, and remains 
handicapped in the years that follow. 

We are hearing much just now of the large army of 
the unemployed in our own and other lands. But have 
you observed that when you eliminate those who are 
unemployed because they are on a strike and will not 
work at the wages offered them, ninety per cent of the 
unemployed are the unskilled laborers—the ignorant, 
the ill-prepared, the unprepared ? The thoroughly pre¬ 
pared man who is willing to work does not as a rule 
lack for employment at good wages in any country at 
any time. 

My theme very naturally invites me to consider 
points like these: First, finding one’s true vocation in 
life; second, the intellectual preparation and education 
needed for success; third, the moral qualifications 
necessary for efficient service; fourth, getting the 
vision necessary to see things sane and whole, near 
and far; fifth, the need of a stirred soul. Time will 

permit but a few thoughts on each of these points, 
and they are so interlaced that it may not be desirable 
or possible to keep them altogether separate and dis¬ 
tinct in the discussion. 

I. Finding One’s Vocation 

The theme of a great American preacher’s great¬ 
est sermon is the statement of a great truth that needs 
to be often reuttered: “Every man’s life is a plan of 
God.” And if this be true, it means that the heavenly 
Father has in mind and purpose for each and every 
one of His children not “just anything,” but some¬ 
thing, something individual and definite. There is a 
sense in which every young man ought to be ready to 
go anywhere and to do anything; but that statement 
is true only in the sense that he ought to be ready to 
do anything and to go anywhere that God and duty 
may call. He should first ask with Paul, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” and be ready to go any¬ 
where and do anything that may come from his divine 
Lord and Master in answer to that inquiry. But the 
answer that comes to that challenge is not “Go any¬ 
where, and do anything,” but the answering Voice bids 
him go to a definite place, where he will be directed 
in due time to a definite work. 

If, in the omniscient heavenly Father’s great world- 
plan there is something specific and definite for each 
and every man to do, it behooves each one on arriving 
at the age of thoughtfulness and accountability to find 
out what his life work is. “Wot ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” said one youth when 
twelve years of age; and while his entrance then and 
there upon the “Father’s business” involved many 
years of obscure and quiet preparation for what may 
be regarded as His great life-work, and while it was 
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God’s will that this life-work in His case should cover 
only three years, yet that life became the divine pat¬ 
tern and model for all human life and those three 
eventful years have become an “eternal now” in 
human history. That model life proves that, after all, 
it is not how long we live, but how much we live that 
is the true measure of the moral value of a life. A 
man like St. Stephen can accomplish more for the 
world in one year than a man like Methusaleh in nine 
centuries. We do not mean that every one, or any one, 
can or should decide as to his definite life work when 
only twelve years of age; but we do mean to say that 
to every one who early in life seeks in the right way 
to know his Father’s will and to do his “Father’s busi¬ 
ness,” there will come in due time a call to a definite 
and worthy work. “This one thing I do” became the 
life-motto of the man who began his new life in and 
with Christ by asking, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” It is impossible to exaggerate the importance 
of a young man’s finding early in life his true and 
providential vocation, and of his beginning early to 
get ready for doing, not just anything, but something, 
something definite, something worth while, a man’s 
job. 

The Scripture which reads, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not de¬ 
part from it,” expresses a great moral truth; but there 
are some Bible scholars who say that it was meant to 
be a proverb rather of biological truth and worldly 
wisdom, and should be translated, “Train up a child 
according to his bent, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” The thought in the latter rendering 
is that the divine Creator stamps upon the very nature 
of the individual the qualities and predispositions that 
incline him towards and fit him for the work he will 
be divinely called to do; and if this natural bent be 
duly considered and wisely followed in his training, 
he will not be changeful and fickle and continually 
shifting from one thing to another. Every community 
can furnish witnesses to prove that many men fail in 
life because they have nothing definite in view; they 
have never chosen any good and worthy vocation, and 
have never prepared themselves for any one thing. 
“No man, having put his hand to the plow and looking 
back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.” Such a man is 
a failure, not only in the Christian vocation, but in all 
other vocations, both secular and sacred. 

I like the thought in the mind and heart of that 
mother whom I met one summer day who said that she 
gave her children large liberty in choosing what they 
would play, but, having once made a choice, they must 
finish what they had begun. She turned the nursery 
and the playground into a training school for life, and 
made it teach the lesson of thoughtfulness and per- 
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severance. And when a little later I watched the boys 
and girls chasing the butterflies on the flower-dotted 
lawn, each one running first after this insect and then 
after that, it seemed that never a single lad would 
capture his prize. Yes, just one lad in all the group 
caught his butterfly. It was that boy who took more 
time than any other in the group to make his choice, 
but having once made it, he began his pursuit and 
never once took his eye off that flitting thing of beauty 
until the prize was in his hand. It was the boy whose 
mother taught her children to finish what they began 
in play. And the conditions of success in the great 
game of life are just the same, even though in life’s 
game one must pursue something bigger and better 
than butterflies. Steadfastness and perseverance are 
the price that must be paid for all life’s worthy prizes. 

Every man should make thoughtful choice as early 
in life as may be of that vocation that seems for him 
the best in which to invest his life and serve his fellow- 
men; a vocation that is worthy of his best effort and 
of his steadfast devotion; a calling which he can not 
only believe in and love, but which can command his 
enthusiasm, and give to his life the inspiration of a 
great and noble cause. Such a vocation will make life 
not only worth living, but a thing of blessed privilege 
and of joyful achievement. 
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II. Intellectual Equipment. 

There are now, and always have been, and doubt¬ 
less always will be, some self-made men who attain to 
usefulness, success and honor in the world without the 
aid of institutions of learning. But it is becoming 
more and more true that the efficient men and leaders 
in all vocations are men who have taken advantage of 
the best the schools have to give them in the way of 
preparation. The theory and idea that have long 
obtained as to a liberal college education are that it is 
designed to teach a man something of everything and 
give him that general education and knowledge which 
every man needs, no matter what vocation he is going 
to enter. On the other hand, the theory and idea of 
the university and the professional school, where the 
student specializes, are that one should know every¬ 
thing of something—everything as far as it can be 
learned of the particular subjects that bear directly on 
the chosen vocation. To know something of every¬ 
thing, and everything of something in preparation for 
a vocation is of course an idea that can be only ap¬ 
proximately and remotely realized. Instead of know¬ 
ing something of everything and everything of some¬ 
thing, we really can know something of only a very 
few things, and we can hope to know everything of 
absolutely nothing. Nevertheless, as a working hy¬ 
pothesis and theory of education, general and special, 
the idea stands for an important truth—that one 
should try to get some knowledge of everything, but a 
fuller and more accurate knowledge of something con¬ 
crete and special. And one of the most important 
things for one to try to know fully is his own igno¬ 
rance. He is a wise man who knows what he does not 
know! 

The great purpose of education is to prepare men 
and women to do more work and harder work and 
better work than would be otherwise possible. Educa¬ 
tion is not a labor-saving device. Education, it is true, 
ought to save men from needless labor, seeing that the 
best results of knowledge and wisdom are seen when 
they enable one to accomplish the largest possible re¬ 
sults with the least possible expenditure and waste of 
energy; but the energy thus saved is not to be spent in 
idleness but utilized for the accomplishment of other 
and larger results in the way of useful service. 

If education, therefore, be of the right kind, prep¬ 
aration for service, the more one has the better will 
be the service. If John Wesley had left Oxford Uni¬ 
versity as soon as he received his bachelor’s degree, 
the great religious movement that bears his name 
would never have been inaugurated. He returned and 
did years of graduate work; he took the Master’s de¬ 
gree, and was “some time fellow of Lincoln College.” 
If he had never been a well educated and thoroughly 
prepared man he could never have done his work. 
Wesley, it is true, utilized unlettered laymen in his 
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religious work as no other great religious leader has 
ever done. But he would never have been able to do 
this so effectively if he had not been himself a thor¬ 
oughly and broadly educated man. 

That there is a very close connection between educa¬ 
tion and usefulness the history of the Christian church 
abundantly proves. Is it an accident that the two most 
powerful personalities and most influential religious 
leaders in all Bible history are the two best educated 
and most thoroughly prepared men of whom we read 
in the Old and New Testaments?—Moses, educated in 
all the learning and wisdom of Egypt, and Paul, edu¬ 
cated in all the learning of the Greek, the Latin and 
the Hebrew tongues. We sometimes hear men speak 
of how the Lord took twelve ignorant fishermen and 
turned the world upside down with them, as if He did 
not need human learning and could show forth His 
strength best through human weakness and ignorance. 
Men of good mind and character, however limited their 
education, who could spend three years in the school 
of Christ, could be called “unlearned and ignorant 
men” only in a technical sense; such schooling as they 
had was a splendid education and preparation for their 
life-work. But, be this as it may, while Christ called 
to His service twelve “unlearned and ignorant men,” 
He also called one learned disciple of Gamaliel, edu¬ 
cated alike in Hebrew, Greek and Roman culture, and 
that one educated Roman citizen and Hebrew scholar, 
when soundly converted and haptized with the Holy 
Ghost, went forth in the power of his consecrated 
learning, and did more to spread the gospel of the Son 
of God throughout the world than all the twelve fisher¬ 
men put together, so far as the New Testament records 
the results of their labors. And one needs only to read 
the lives of the useful and great men of history to find 
abundant illustration and proof of the vital connection 
between education and usefulness. Of well nigh all 
the great preachers and religious leaders of the Chris¬ 
tian church, it will be found recorded by their biogra¬ 
phers that they secured the best education that was 
possible in their day and country. 

“I thank the Lord that I never rubbed my back 
against a college wall!” said one young preacher noted 
alike for his ignorance, his self-confidence and his high 
claim to piety and spiritual power. “Do you mean to 
thank God for your ignorance?” asked the presiding 
bishop who heard his declaration. “Well, yes, bishop,” 
he said, “if you choose to put it that way. I am 
thankful that my lack of human learning gives God 
an opportunity to show His divine power in and 
through me!” “Well, my young brother,” retorted the 
bishop, “if you are thankful for your ignorance and 
in proportion to your ignorance, I think you ought to 
be the most thankful man in this conference; and I 
think you are giving God about the best chance He 
ever had to show His power in the way you indicate!” 
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If God has no need of human learning, He has much 
less need of human ignorance. Consecrated learning 
is far better than consecrated ignorance. 

Water boils at 210 degrees of heat, but it must 
reach 240 degrees before the blue steam comes that 
generates power. It is the last thirty degrees of heat 
added to the ordinary and common boiling point that 
gives the power to make things move. And so it is in 
the world of intellectual, moral and religious achieve¬ 
ment. It is the extra and added knowledge and skill 
acquired by the specialist that gives him his supremacy 
and power. It was the finishing touches that Michael 
Angelo put on his great statue of Moses that made that 
statue a masterpiece among works of art and made 
the sculptor immortal. That statue talks to you as 
you look at it, and says: “Don’t stop with the ordinary 
and the mediocre. Do your very best. Put on the 
finishing touches to whatever you do!” Only full 
knowledge can furnish the ability and the dynamic to 
accomplish great achievements. 

In the artillery and navy the rule is that a gun 
shall be sixteen times as heavy as the projectile which 
it carries. In every human undertaking a man must 
be greater than his work in order to be equal to his 
work. Give a weakling a great intellectual and moral 
task to accomplish, and he will not put it over. Send 
forth a moral and intellectual weakling to deliver a 
great religious message, and he cannot do it. He goes 
into the pulpit and speaks like one who has to say 
something but not like one who has something to say. 
That is a weighty message that has been committed to 
you; it carries in itself the issues of life and death. 
A weakling cannot supply the moral and spiritual 
power necessary to make it accomplish its mission of 
salvation. You cannot fire a cannon ball out of a pop¬ 
gun. Your mission, young men, is not to shoot dog¬ 
wood berries out of popguns, but the cannon balls of 
a great gospel. Be prepared for your task. 

III. Relation of Moral Character to Usefulness. 

I wish to speak next of the place of personal ethics 
in the equipment of the Christian worker. I heard a 
man say once that the value of every discourse deliv¬ 
ered from the pulpit is the sermon plus or minus the 
character of the preacher delivering the sermon; that 
the man behind the message is the real measure of its 
effectiveness. That proposition in pulpit arithmetic 
arrested my attention. One day not long thereafter, I 
found myself worshiping in a church where I was a 
stranger. I heard a sermon of more than ordinary 
eloquence and oratorical ability; but it seemed to me 
to be making little impression on the audience. I said 
to myself such oratory as that ought to command bet¬ 
ter attention and influence and make a deeper impres¬ 
sion than is the case. At the breaking up of the service 
I overheard comments like this: “Well, Mr. S. is an 

eloquent man, but I cannot keep from thinking while 

he is preaching of how sadly he lacks a money con¬ 

science, and leaves unpaid debts wherever he goes.” 

And then I saw what was the matter: It was the ser¬ 

mon with the minus sign. 

Other comments of like character were made which 
recalled Emerson’s famous comment on a certain 
preacher of his day: “What you are speaks so loud I 
cannot hear what you say.” 

But this is not all. I found myself again worship¬ 
ing where I was a stranger, and I noticed that the 
sermon, which was neither learned nor eloquent, 
seemed to hold the audience in close and reverential 
attention, and I felt that I discerned a subtle power of 
the preacher over his audience that could not be ac¬ 
counted for by anything that was coming from the 
pulpit. When the service was over I listened again 
and I heard words like these: “Brother A. has not 
the learning or the oratory of some preachers we have 
had, but what a good man he is!” “Yes,” said one, “I 
love to have him live in our town. He is a model citizen 
and neighbor in every relationship in life.” “Yes,” 
said another, “I love to have that man of God come 
into my home, and mingle with my family circle, and 
give my wife and children the benediction of his pres¬ 
ence.” “Yes,” said yet another, “I love to have him 
drop in to greet me in my place of business, and I 
always feel when he leaves that I must be a better 
man.” I understood the matter now: It was the ser¬ 
mon plus the man that preached it. Eloquence and 
learning are good, but moral manhood is better. And 
yet best of all is it—and do not forget this, young men 
—best of all is it to have both learning and eloquence 
and an unblemished moral character. Both are neces¬ 
sary in order to be well prepared and fully equipped 
for the work of the Master to which you are called. 

But this arithmetic that is so true and good for the 
pulpit is just as true and good for the pew; and it is 
just as good for other vocations as it is for the Chris- 
tion ministry. Surely it is good for the Association 
worker. The young man facing a life of moral service 
must never forget in the midst of his task, as the years 
come and go, that, however well he may be equipped 
for his work by education, general and special, and by 
natural gifts, the greatest single factor that will enter 
into the influence of his life and work for good or ill 
will be his own moral character. “Remember, young 
gentlemen,” said Sidney Lanier once in addressing a 
group of students at Johns Hopkins University, “the 
judgments of time are inexorably moral.” That was a 
fine thought which the Greeks endeavored to express 
in symbol when they constructed the temple of virtue 
and the temple of honor side by side; and made the 
entrance into the temple of honor to be through the 
temple of virtue. Only through the temple of a vir- 
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tuous life and pure character may any one find a right¬ 
ful and permanent place in the temple of honor. 

Some one has defined success as “doing- what one 
wants to do, and being- well paid for it.” Viewed from 
the standpoint of Christian ethics and altruism, this 
is far from true; but success should rather be defined 
as doing the things that ought to be done, when they 
ought to be done, and as they ought to be done, 
whether one feels like it or not, and whether one is 
well paid for it or not. Ethics and altruism are indis¬ 
pensable qualities in any definition of a successful and 
great life, as God counts greatness—and every man, 
as St. Francis of Assissi has said, is just so great as 
he is in the eyes of God, and no greater. 

How little Mount Sinai seems, said Heinrich Heine, 
when Moses is on top! And we may, with like thought, 
say: How little Mount Carmel seems when Elijah is 
on top! And how little the Mount of Transfiguration 
seems when Moses and Elijah are both on top! Yea, 
how little do Moses and Elijah and the Mount of Trans¬ 
figuration all seem, when Christ, the Matchless Man 
and the Lord of life, is up there on top! Personality is 
the thing that towers aloft above everything else in 
this world. “Men do not spell church with as big a 
C as they once did,” some one has said, “nor preacher 
and priest with as big a P as they once did; but they 
spell manhood and Jesus Christ in larger letters than 
ever before in the history of the world.” There is 
nothing in this world so good and great, and nothing 
so truly respected and reverenced, as a man who truly 
incarnates Jesus Christ in his own character and truly 
interprets Him in his life. The very mention of the 
name of Robert E. Lee, though he was the leader of a 
forlorn hope and the hero of a lost cause, stirs within 
us a feeling of profound reverence because of the un¬ 
blemished character, the modesty, the dignity, the 
nobility and the lofty personality of the man. When 
I stand in this building that right worthily bears his 
name, and look at that portrait on the wall there and 
remember how he, though possessed of nought but his 
name, refused to allow that name to be commercialized 
even though to do so would have made him a million¬ 
aire, something talks to me and says: “Be always and 
everywhere true. There are some things you may sur¬ 
render; there are other things better than money or 
life that you must never surrender!” 

IV. Getting the Vision. 

Men of action must be first of all men of vision. 
And back of every great and useful life are two visions: 
First, the vision of God and things holy, of things 
ethical and spiritual; and, second, the vision of sin, of 
the world in its ignorance and idolatry, its social and 
moral needs. Look at the world’s great religious lead¬ 
ers: Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, 
Daniel, Isaiah and all the great prophets—they all had 

their visions of God and of sin before they ever became 
men of action. Peter, Paul and John, and all the great 
leaders of the Christian church have had religious ex¬ 
periences and visions of God and sin that were at once 
the starting point and the inspiration of the lives of 
action that followed. 

We do not want visionary men, but men with a 
vision. A visionary man is a man with a vision but 
without a task. He is an impracticable man, a 
dreamer. A man with a task but without a vision is 
a drudge. It is the man who has both the vision and 
the task that achieves things. The temptation to the 
man of vision is to remain on the mountain top and 
indulge in the continued luxury of visions—to build a 
tabernacle there for himself and his Lord and abide 
up there far above and away from the sinful and suf¬ 
fering world below. And if he does this, he is but a 
visionary man, an idealist, a dreamer, an impractical 
theorist. But what saith the Master on the Mount? 
“Abide here on the mount of vision in tabernacles?” 
Nay! “Come,” saith the Lord of life, “with me! Let 
us hasten down to the foot of the mountain, where the 
man possessed of the devil, sore vexed and tormented, 
awaits our coming to heal him.” And this kind cometh 
not forth except by prayer and fasting and mastery 
over self. The mount of vision is not made for men to 
build tabernacles and dwell on, but for giving that 
high, clear, unclouded vision of God and all things high 
and holy—and that vision near and far of the lowlands 
where men live and toil in sin and serve gods of silver 
and gold, from whose thraldom they sorely need de¬ 
liverance—that vision that will make him who sees 
hasten down to help and toil with and work for his fel¬ 
low men to whom he owes a life of toilsome and self- 
sacrificing service. Before he got the vision he was 
thinking of how much the world owed him and how he 
could make his fellow men serve him. But now he is 
thinking of how much he owes the world and how he 
can serve his fellow men. If one gets the right uplook, 
and the right downlook, and the right inlook, the out¬ 
look of his life is sure to be radiant with far-reaching 
and glorious opportunities of service. 

Surely the business of Christian institutions of 
learning is not merely to train men and women for 
service, but to give them the vision that will inspire 
them to service—such a vision and revelation as shall 
make it impossible for Christian culture and scholar¬ 
ship to settle down to a life of literary idleness and 
luxury and shut its eyes in selfish indifference to the 
crying needs of the ignorant and the poor, of the sin¬ 
ful and suffering, who are round about us everywhere. 
The call of Christ and the call of the world today alike 
to men and women of culture and to men and women 
of wealth, is to a life of altruistic service and loving 
self-sacrifice. We need to give to college-trained men 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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Songs 
The two songs printed below are the first and sec- songs were judged by their originality of words and 

ond prizes in a song contest entered into by the various music and by the inspiration which they conveyed in 
delegations represented at the Community Conference their rendition, 
of the Y. W. C. A., Blue Ridge, July 5-15, 1921. The 

FIRST PRIZE—NEW ORLEANS 

O Mountain Top of Glory 
Words and Music by Miss Florence D. Evans 

0 mountain top of glory, 
Where God meets face to face 

All those who wait His coming 
With hearts made pure through grace. 

Like Moses and the burning bush, 
The ground whereon we stand 

Is holy with God’s presence. 
We wait here His command. 

Our eyes look toward the mountains, 
From whence our help doth come, 

For God is both the maker 
Of earth and heavenly home. 

Though we should like to tarry 
Where man’s faith ringeth true, 

Yet in the valley waiting 
There’s work for us to do. 

Then let us take the vision 
Which God to us reveals, 

Lest men and women perish 
For lack of that which heals. 

For this old world is needing 
To know the gospel plan, 

Where life with God the Father 
Makes the Brotherhood of Man. 

SECOND PRIZE—NASHVILLE 

O Beautiful the Gift of Hills 
Words by Miss Alleine Friday 

Music by Mr. Arthur F. Henkel 

Enthroned against the blue-domed sky, 
As bulwarks o’er the green, 

The mountains stand, like sentinels. 
Above a timorous scene. 

In quiet dignity and strength 
They call us in this hour 

To worship Him who clothes the earth 
With majesty and power. 

God of the hills, we too would rise 
Above earth’s sordid dust, 

In calm confidence of faith 
And simple, fearless trust. 

Wisdom and light to see Thy way, 
And hope that doth abide, 

Spirit of Sisterhood we crave, 
A kinship nation wide. 

A love that’s always pure and sweet, 
A watchful, helping hand, 

A kindly thought, a tender word, 
A faithful, loyal stand. 

Firm for the right—oh, beautiful 
The gift of lordly hills, 

That speak to man of faith in God 
Whose world His presence fills. 
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1 he Discovery of God’s Will 
Dr. William J. Hutchins 

WISH to speak this morning upon the dis¬ 
covery of God’s will. There are many 
facts converging to urge us to find for 
ourselves and to do the will of God. Of 
course, if we want to be followers of 

Jesus, we must do the will of God. It was Jesus’ meat 
and drink to do the will of Him who sent Him. To 
the man who does the will of God, Jesus promises a 
relationship to Himself beyond all earthly relationship. 
“Who is my mother and who are my brethren?” He 
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stretched forth His hands toward His disciples and 
said, “Behold, my mother and my brethren, for whoso¬ 
ever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, 
the same is brother to me, sister to me, mother to me.” 
It was a friend of Jesus who said, “The world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth forever.” I am confident that the 
women here this morning are quite ready to share the 
spirit of Alice Freeman Palmer, who says, “If my 
Father wants me to go through college, I know that I 
shall go. If He does not want me to go, I don’t want 
to.” I believe we share the spirit of Abraham Lincoln, 
who said “Whatsoever shall appear to be the will of 
God I will do.” At the present crisis, the man who 
does not want to do the will of God simply lacks ordi¬ 
nary common sense, and we who long to be the masters 
of life and the servants of man find imperious the 

- * Stenographic report of an address given at the Community 
Conference of the Y. W. C. A., Blue Ridge, N. C., July 7, 1921. 

question, “How can I find for myself and do the will 
of God?” 

“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” 

Now to us with this question upon our hearts comes 
Jesus, saying, “Seek first the kingdom of God.” If you 
want a career which shall be the realization of the will 
of God, then seek first the Kingdom of God. A theo¬ 
logical professor of mine said to us men awhile ago 
(he had been teaching for twenty years), “Men, the 
ideal of the Kingdom of God has just got hold of me.” 
You ask any group of freshmen what is the Kingdom 
of God, and ninety per cent of them will say, “Why, 
the Kingdom of God is heaven.” Let us ask ourselves 
what is the Kingdom of God. Jesus never defines it. 
It has been variously called the civilization of brotherly 
men, the civilization of the friendly workmen of the 
world, the rule of the Father God in the hearts of men. 
May I venture my own definition or description of the 
Kingdom of God, bringing out the dominant aspects 
of the thought of Jesus Christ? “The Kingdom of God 
is a world-wide, world-embracing society of men, 
women and children who, through Jesus Christ, are 
bound to God in filial trust and to each other in fra¬ 
ternal love. This Kingdom is now upon the earth; it 
finds its consummation in the world of blessed spirits 
we call heaven.” Shall we spend just a moment in try¬ 
ing to analyze that description? In the thought of 
Jesus I believe that the Kingdom of God is a world¬ 
wide society of men and women. Jesus stands by the 
crowded highway of life. He sees, jostling one another 
there, priests, Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, the 
prodigal going to the far country, the merchant seek¬ 
ing goodly pearls, the laborers standing all the day 
idle in the market place; and He sees them dividing 
into two processions, the one making its way to a wide 
gate easily found, the other toward a narrow gate. 
What does He mean? Let us lay our measuring rod 
for a moment down before the narrow gate and see 
how narrow it is. Are people shut out from the nar¬ 
row gate by their race? You answer, of course, “No.” 
When Jesus told the disciples that they were not to go 
into any way of the Gentiles or of the Samaritans, 
that was merely a matter of strategy. No oraise ever 
fell from the lips of Jesus more redolent of salvation 
than the words of Jesus to the Syro-Phoenician woman, 
than His words to the Roman centurion. But are we 
right in saying that this world-wide society is as well 
a world-embracing society? That is to say, is the nar¬ 
row gate wide enough to welcome every man, every 
woman, every child in all the world? Let us lay our 
measuring rod down once more before the narrow gate 

•cka 



Page Eight BLUE RIDGE VOICE 

and see. We perceive that the gate is wide enough to 
welcome men regardless of their poverty or their 
riches. Dives goes to the place of torment, not because 
he is rich. “It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God,” but not because he is rich. So far 
as we know, Zacchaeus never became poor. So far as 
we know, Joseph of Arimathea did not leave his riches 
outside the narrow gate. Again we notice that this 
narrow gate is wide enough to welcome men, regard: 
less of their record, regardless of their reputation. A 
poor, sinful woman creeps up toward the narrow gate. 
She never dreams that she can enter. “Woman, go 
and sin no more,” and the narrow gate opens wide to 
her. A poor, distrustful publican comes to the narrow 
gate. “God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” and the nar¬ 
row gate opens wide to him like the portals of a palace. 
The Prodigal Son knows that he has no rights at home. 
“Make me as one of thy hired servants.” “Bring in 
the robe, the ring, the feast of forgetfulness,” and 
again the narrow gate opens wide. The thief upon the 
cross peers, as it were, through the wickets of the nar¬ 
row gate, never dreaming that he may enter. His 
record is bad, his reputation is worse. “This day thou 
shalt be with me in Paradise,” and again the narrow 
gate opens wide as the portals of a palace. What then? 
Does that mean that the two processions in the thought 
of Jesus at last become one? Does that mean that the 
one great procession passes through the narrow gate 
to find it now wondrous wide? No. Did you ever hear 
these words of George Adams Smith? “Believe, then, 
in hell, because you believe in the love of God; not in 
a hell to which God condemns men of His will and 
pleasure, but a hell into which men cast themselves 
from the very face of His love in Jesus Christ. The 
place has been painted as a place of fires, but when we 
contemplate that men come to it with the holiest flames 
in their nature quenched, we shall justly feel it is a 
waste of ash and cinders strewn with snow, some 
ribbed and frozen Arctic zone, silent in death, for 
there is no life there, and there is no life there because 
there is no love there, and no love there because men 
in rejecting and abusing her have lost their power ever 
again to feel her presence.” One of the gentlest poets 
of the last generation, old John Greenleaf Whittier, 
says: 

“No word of doom may shut thee out, 
No wind of wrath may downward hurl, 

No swords of fire keep watch about 
The open gates of pearl: 

“A tenderer light than moon or sun, 
Than song of earth a sweeter hymn, 

May shine and sound forever on, 
And thou be deaf and dim. 

“Forever round the Mercy Seat 
The guiding lights of love shall burn, 

But what if, habit bound, thy feet 
Shall lack the will to turn? 

“What if thine eye refuse to see, 
Thine ear of Heaven’s free welcome fail, 

And thou a willing captive be, 
Thyself thy own dark jail? 

“0 doom beyond the saddest guess, 
As the long years of God unroll, 

To make thy dreary selfishness 
The prison of a soul!” 

The kingdom, then, is a world-wide society, a 
world-embracing society, provided we recognize this 
fact, that any man who is excluded excludes himself. 

The Kingdom of God is a Society of Men 

Now this Kingdom of God is a society of men, 
women and children who are bound to God by filial 
trust. They feel that far down underneath, when all 
earthly props fail, there are the Everlasting Arms. I 
saw a little baby placed in the arms of his older brother 
and the baby cried for fright. The baby did not real¬ 
ize that both he and his brother were in the strong 
arms of their mother. I saw a letter awhile ago from 
one of the fairest women who ever graduated from an 
American college. She had been a missionary in one 
of the riotous cities of China. All of the schools had 
been burned, all of the business houses had been burned 
to the ground. She writes: “I am so glad to be left, 
now that it is all over, with no fear of the Chinese and 
no fear of going back; I have bought a return ticket on 
the steamer and I hope to use it.” 

The citizens of the Kingdom of God are bound to 
God in filial trust and are bound to all people in fra¬ 
ternal love. I hear a girl say, “Well, I see that I am 
out of it, for I can’t love people. I try, but they are not 
of my class, of my set. I simply can’t do it, and I might 
just as well call it quits now as later, for I can’t love 
people, at least most people.” Now it is quite certain 
that if you do not love people, these utterly different 
people, whatever their color, whatever their race, what¬ 
ever their record, whatever their reputation, then you 
are forever excluded from all rights and privileges in 
the Kingdom of God. That is sure. But what I should 
like to ask you is this, Can you love people whom you 
can not like? The society of the Kingdom of God is 
represented in the New Testament by two different 
figures: one the figure of the family, and the other the 
figure of the body. Do two brothers, as a rule, walk 
arm in arm, chums through life? Are two brothers, 
as a rule, chummy? That has not been my observation. 
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On the other hand, let one brother be wounded in No- 
Man’s Land, and the other brother, at the risk of life, 
will go through that awful hell of shells and bullets in 
order to find his brother and rescue him and bring him 
back. Take the members of the body. Is the eye al¬ 
ways saying to the foot, “What a darling little foot 
you are! I certainly do like to associate with you”? 
No. But does the eye see a sharp stone in the highway, 
the eye directs the foot to avoid it. On the other hand, 
the foot takes the eye to the flowers, to the books it 
loves. The eye cannot get along without the foot, and, 
on the other hand, the foot has the humbly proud con¬ 
viction that it is of service to the eye. Now there are 
plenty of people in this world that I do not like, but 
can we not love people whom we do not like? What is 
love? My dear old Dean Bosworth has given me a 
definition which has lasted me for a long while. “Love 
is invincible good will.” Now, remember, that is some¬ 
thing different from condescension. Love is invincible 
good will, and if you want to know further what love 
is, just turn to the thirteenth chapter of First Cor¬ 
inthians and you will find it. “Love suffereth long, 
and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not provoked, taketh not ac¬ 
count of evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
with the truth.” Love is invincible good will. 

It Exists Now Upon the Earth 

Still further, this Kingdom of God exists now upon 
earth. It expands as the forces of truth and grace win 
one after another to the filial and the fraternal life. 
Grace and truth; truth and grace. These are the 
weapons by which the Kingdom of God is expanded. 
Could there be weaker tools in all the world than truth 
and grace, weaker weapons? I thought that forty-two 
centimeter guns ruled the world. Those forty-two 
centimeter guns have turned upon the nation that used 
them with which that nation well-nigh committed sui¬ 
cide. I thought money ruled the world. How long has 
money ruled the world? How much money did Moses 
have; the man who tended sheep in the back of the 
wilderness and who has been giving laws to the genera¬ 
tions and the nations? How much money did Paul 
have; the man who made tents in the midnights and 
who has been preaching to kings ever since? How 
much money did Luther have; the miner’s son who set 
free the western world? How much money did Jesus 
have; the man who, “with His pierced hands, has lifted 
empires off their hinges, turned the stream of the cen¬ 
turies out of its channel, and still rules the ages” ? 

Truth spoken by a man’s lips, truth spoken by a 
man’s life. Could there be a more completely impotent 
weapon in all the world? 

“The knights rode up with gifts for the king, 
And one was a jeweled sword, 

And one was a suit of golden mail, 
And one was a golden word. 

“He buckled the shining armor on, 
And he girt the sword at his side, 

But he flung at his feet the golden word, 
And trampled it in his pride. 

“The armor is pierced with many spears, 
And the sword is breaking in twain, 

But the Word has risen in storpi and fire, 
To vanquish and to reign.” 

Grace? What is grace? Let me give you a defini¬ 
tion that was given to me. “Grace is fascinating kind¬ 
ness.” Isn’t that beautiful ? Could there be a weaker 
weapon in all the world than grace? Has history 
taught us nothing, has Calvary taught us nothing? 
The Kingdom of God is a society which exists now 
upon the earth. It expands as the forces of truth and 
grace win one and another to the filial and the fraternal 
life. So much for a description of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Professor King tells us that in a certain military 
academy the pious boys were called “hell-dodgers.” 
Now, the members of the society of the Kingdom of 
God are not hell-dodgers. They are not trying to 
escape from the forest fires of hell, either here or here¬ 
after, but with their fresh souls, with their younger 
hopes they are trying to extinguish hell here and now. 
There is the cause which will bind all the tasks of life 
together in the one great life-long task. Did you ever 
read that story called “A Certain Rich Man”? Here 
was a certain rich man who did many different things 
in the community. He could play the organ. He could 
sing in the quartet. As a business man he was a cun¬ 
ning machine devised to transmute the blood of men 
and women and little children into gold; a divided life, 
a defeated life. God says to that man at the close, 
“Thou fool.” A cause that can bind all the varied 
tasks of life together into one great task, a cause, too, 
that can call out your highest enthusiasm from sunrise 
to sunset. Every now and then a man will be roused 
to great enthusiasm; on the ball field, and you know 
the reason, it’s the cheers, the yells, the college songs 
and the rest. Now your football star graduates and 
takes a subordinate position in a shoe store, and it is 
lonesome; or he gets into the back office of a corpora- 
tion lawyer, and it is awfully lonesome; or he gets into 
the Illinois legislature, and it is particularly lonesome. 
There is no hand on his shoulder and nobody to say, 
“Play up, play the game.” Instead, there is many a 
hand tugging at his elbow and many a voice saying, 
“Play down, play down, get into the game; no use 
trying to pose as an Abraham Lincoln.” 
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I was giving' the women this morning the def¬ 
inition of the word “knight.” A writer says that 
the word knight may come from one of two sources, 
from the word meaning “servant,” or the word 
meaning “young man.” The writer very beauti¬ 
fully suggests that a knight is a man who, with 
the enthusiasm and abandon of youth, gives him¬ 
self to a life of service. Do you know any cause 
that can make a man a knight? There is only one such 
cause. It has no second and no competitor. It is the 
cause commended by Jesus Christ our Lord. It is the 
cause of the Kingdom of God. That cause can take a 
squat little uneducated man, whom I know well, who 
could scarcely talk twelve straight English sentences, 
transform him into a great evangelist whose name, 
Dwight L. Moody, is known through four continents 
and will be known through four generations. Some of 
you older men yonder may remember the story of the 
last days of Livingstone. James Gordon Bennett said 
to Henry M. Stanley, “Find Livingstone,” and after 
incredible hardships he found him and asked him to 
return to England and to honor. But Livingstone said, 
“My work is not done.” Stanley had to leave him. 
The rains descended as if they would never stop, food 
ran short, the little company was decimated by disease. 
At last the iron frame of the great man gave way. 
And yet he writes in his diary these words, “Nothing 
earthly shall make me give up my work in despair. I 
encourage myself in Jehovah, my God, and go for¬ 
ward.” So with him, it was always forward, forward, 
until he could go no further forward. He died kneel¬ 
ing by his cot in the little grass hut of Ilala, Central 
Africa, the brave knight of God. God’s glory smote 
him on the face, who with the enthusiasm of youth had 
given himself to a life of service. That is the cause 
of Jesus. That is the cause which He commends as the 
compelling ideal of life. 

That cause can bind a man to all the friendly work¬ 
men of the world. You see those two old men walking 
down the street arm in arm. I wonder who they are. 
You say, “They are old cronies, to be sure.” No, they 
met each other just fifteen minutes ago, but each man 
noticed that the other had on the lapel of his coat a 
little bronze button. “Whom did you fight with, com¬ 
rade?” “I was with Lee, with Grant, in the wilder¬ 
ness.” “So was I. Shake, comrade.” Far and away, 
far and away, beyond the comradeship of which I speak 
is the comradeship of the men and the women who are 
bound to the cause commended by Jesus Christ. Why, 
Miss Holmquist is yours, Miss Cratty is yours, Miss 
Burner is yours, Sherwood Eddy is yours, my friend 
over in China is yours. I got a letter from a friend 
in Africa whom I had not seen for twenty years. She 
is yours. Any man, anywhere, who makes an honest 
pair of shoes to the glory of God and the good of his 
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fellow men; any man, anywhere, who builds an honest 
house to the glory of God and the good of his fellow 
men; any man, anywhere, who digs an honest ditch to 
the glory of God and the good of man; to him I will 
say, “Shake, comrade.” The Kingdom of God, which 
binds us to the friendly workmen of the world, binds 
you to the friendly power behind the world. Do you 
know, if there is anything true in this world, it is this: 
that God is transforming this old chaos of a world into 
a cosmos, a fair and ordered and beautiful thing. Now 
the man who cuts the timber from the forests, or the 
man who lays the rails and the ties, or the man who 
holds the throttle as his engine makes its way across 
the continent, may be doing the same work in which 
God Himself is engaged, find himself working with the 
Great Companion. There is the great, the compelling 
ideal. 

Professor Rauschenbusch says, “The Kingdom of 
God is the greatest fight for which men ever enlisted 
and the biggest game that was ever played.” Did you 
know Rauschenbusch? You have seen him, haven’t 
you? He died recently, to the great loss of the world. 
He went down on the West Side of New York in his 
earlier days. He became deaf, so deaf he had to have 
an apparatus about him to aid his hearing, but all 
through the years he lived the triumphant life, and he 
says this, the Kingdom of God is the greatest fight for 
which men ever enlisted and the biggest game ever 
played. The odds are always against you. It is just as 
if a football player, alone, should see the whole crowd 
from the bleachers pouring down into the field and 
lining up against him. Yet you know in your heart 
that you are going to win, for God is on your side and 
God has unusual staying powers. All who ever fought 
for the Kingdom of God know that there is a strange 
joy in it. There is even a stern sense of humor as you 
watch the crowd rolling down on you and you wait to 
be trampled on. There is the great, there is the com¬ 
pelling ideal. 

Two suggestions as we close. When a man tries to 
do the will of God, he does not give up his brains. I 
have certain friends who imagine that when they sur¬ 
render to the will of God, they have to give their brains 
an anaesthetic. They seem to think that surrender to 
God’s will is the apotheosis of brainlessness. That is 
not true. Again, the transformation of life that comes 
through the attempt to do the will of God is a process 
and during the process we are going to make mistakes. 
I had a dear friend, a woman who was a doctor and a 
capable doctor. She became, at great sacrifice to her¬ 
self, a Christian Scientist, and for three years she gave 
herself body and soul and mind to the study of Chris¬ 
tian Science. By the way, she was a woman with far 
more brains than the average woman. After three 
years of conscientious service to the cause of Christian 
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Science, she surrendered her Christian Science, because 
she found it incredible. In the one case or the other 
she made a mistake; and we are going to make mis¬ 
takes, I doubt not. It is not wise that God should 
obtrude His will at all times. Otherwise, we should 
lose our freedom. 

“If I stoop 
Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud, 
It is but for a time; I press God’s lamp 
Close to my breast; its splendor, soon or late, 
Will pierce the gloom: I shall emerge some day.” 

For us the eager pursuit of the Kingdom of God, 
for us the refusal to wear the world’s livery; for God 
the miracle which He alone can perform, until at last 
we stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of 
God. 

THE PREPARED MAN 

(Continued from Page 5) 

and women such a vision of the world’s needs, and of 
their power and duty to meet them, as will burn like a 
fire in their bosoms and make it impossible for them 
to be happy while doing nothing with their knowledge 
to help their fellow men. 

And may I say just here that I love to think of this 
institution and gathering place in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains as one of those rare places where young 
men and women can get not only the training of the 
lowlands, but the vision of the mountains—a place 
where the high mountains are a symbol of the high 
peaks of vision that young men and women need to 
stand upon ever and anon and get a vision of life—a 
place of intellectual, moral and spiritual vision so 
realistic and true to life that it will send them back 
to their life of labor in the lowlands with souls stirred 
to their deepest depths by what they have heard and 
seen. This is surely a part of its providential mission 
to the young men and young women of our Southland. 

V. The Stirred Soul. 

And this brings me to my last point and leads me 
to say that visions fail to accomplish their purpose 
unless, along with and as a result of what is seen, 
men’s souls are stirred. It was because the vision that 
Moses got at the burning bush so stirred his very soul 
that it turned the man slow of speech into the world’s 
greatest legislator and the meek shepherd of the plain 
into the greatest of leaders, that the world has had a 
Hebrew nation and the church an Old Testament Scrip¬ 
ture. It was because the vision that Isaiah got of the 
thrice holy God and of his sin-polluted nation that his 

soul was so stirred and his tongue so touched with fire 
from off the altar that he said, “Here am I, send me,” 
and became for all time the type of a soul converted 
and consecrated to the service of God and man. It was 
because the vision that Peter got on the housetop at 
Joppa stirred his very soul that we find him surrender¬ 
ing his narrow Jewish prejudices and flinging open 
the gates of grace and salvation to Gentiles as well as 
to Jews. It was because when Paul at Athens got that 
vision of cultured Greeks worshiping idols and un¬ 
known gods, his soul was stirred that his vision was 
turned into a burning passion that made him the great¬ 
est messenger and apostle that has ever carried the 
gospel of salvation to an idolatrous world. 

There is nothing more needed today than to have 
educated and cultured souls stirred by a fresh vision 
of God and a true vision of the sins of men—and this 
vision should be not only of the idolatries and sins of 
men beyond the sea, but of the awful idolatries and 
sins of the people here in our own homeland. Here 
at the foot of our own Mars Hills and in our own cul¬ 
tured cities are sins and idolatries that should stir the 
souls and consciences of all cultured Christian men 
and women among us, and not until cultured Christian 
men and women are stirred to action with the passion 
of a Paul will these evils ever be brought to an end. 

It is the stirred soul alone that can stir the souls 
of others. And how important it is that the souls of 
men shall be stirred by knowledge and not by igno¬ 
rance, by truth and not by error, by faith and not by 
fanaticism. Young men, you are never going to stir 
the souls of others unless your own souls are stirred. 
But get the vision. Look and listen until your soul is 
stirred. Then hasten down to your people and your 
task; and souls will be stirred by the vision and the 
message which you bring them. 

But a man may choose a worthy vocation, and have 
intellectual equipment, and be a good man, and have 
vision and a stirred soul, all, and yet be a failure, 
because, with it all, somehow or other he fails to get 
the grip on things and bring things to pass. That is 
the final test of success—not much and large prepara¬ 
tion, but doing things, and this in the last analysis 
depends not on the preparation but on the man. You 
have got to be a man to do things, to bring things to 
pass. Your preparation will not do things; you have 
got to depend on yourself and not on your preparation 
to bring things to pass. But what a joy it is to see a 
real man, a well equipped and all-around man, on his 
job and doing it—doing it as it ought to be done. This 
is your goal, and you can make it if you will. Be 
master of yourself; be servant of all men. This is the 
Master’s way to mastery, to leadership, to success, to 
honor. 

/ 
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It Will Be Worth Having 
In this issue we are suggesting a partial list of our 

speakers with the subjects of their addresses as they 
were given at Blue Ridge during the summer. Most 
of these addresses will be printed in the Voice during 
the coming year. We sincerely hope that the sugges¬ 
tiveness of these subjects and the names of the speak¬ 
ers who presented them will not only make you eager 
to have the publication yourself, but will also lead you 
to send the magazine to your friend. These addresses 
are only a part of the good things that are to appear. 

“Jesus’ Conception of Life,” Dr. W. P. Keeler. 
“Christianity Makes a Difference,” Dr. J. L. Kesler. 

“The Attractive Christ,” Dr. E. C. Dargan. 
“The Age of Criticism,” Bishop Theodore Bratton. 
“The Terms of Discipleship According to Jesus,” Dr. E. M. 

Poteat. 
“The Christian Character in Cross Section,” Dr. E. M. Poteat. 
“The World Challenge to Christianity and How to Meet It,” 

Dr. W. W. Pinson. 
“The Prepared Man,” Dr. W. F. Tillett. 
“Orientation,” Dr. T. B. Ray. 
“Education In the ‘Y’,” Dr. H. H. Horne. 
“The Cross in Personal Experience,” Dr. W. D. Weatherford. 
“The Cross in World Reconstruction,” Dr. W. D. Weather¬ 

ford. 
“The Cross in Social Experience,” Dr. W. D. Weatherford. 
“Modern Standards of Industry,” Mr. B. E. Geer. 

“Our Shadows,” Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden. 
“The Son of Man at His Task,” Dr. Carey E. Morgan. 

“The Sovereignty of Good Will,” Dr. Carey E. Morgan. 
“Home Missions,” Mrs. J. H. McCoy. 
“The Adventure of Faith,” Dr. Rylancl Knight. 
“An Old Power—New in Industry,” Mr. John Leitch. 
“The Discovery of God’s Will,” Dr. Wm. J. Hutchins. 
“Prayer,” Dr. Wm. J. Hutchins. 
“Immortality,” Dr. Wm. J. Hutchins. 
“What the New Age Demands of the Association Secretary¬ 

ship,” Mr. R. E. Lewis. 

“Power,” Miss Susanna Cocroft. 
“Victory,” Dr. James I. Vance. 
“A Man and a Brook,” Dr. James I. Vance. 
“The Growth of Education in the South,” Hon. P. P. Claxton. 
“The Present Challenge of the Industrial Order,” Sherwood 

Eddy. 
“The Need of New Men for a New World,” Sherwood Eddy. 
“Spiritualizing Industry,” Dr. George Stoves. 
“The Fight for Idealism,” Dr. Edwin Mims. 
“The Social Aspects of Literature,” Dr. Edwin Mims. 
“Our Prospects of a World Peace,” Dr. 0. E. Brown. 

Among other speakers at the various conferences 
were Miss Oolooah Burner, Major R. R. Moton, Mr. 
Chas. Towson, Mrs. Arch Trawick, Dr. S. C. Mitchell, 
Rabbi Sternheim, Dr. W. S. Rankin, Dr. John A. 
Hutton, etc. 

Dear Reader: 
We hope you have been enjoying the 

Voice. Won’t you help us make it a 
greater success by sending it to one or 
more of your friends? One dollar will 
send it anywhere for a whole year. 
Please obey that impulse today and fill 
out the attached slip and mail it to us. 

Cut this out and mail to 

The Blue Ridge Voice, Nashville, Tenn. 

Enclosed find $1.00, for which send the VOICE for 

ONE YEAR to: 

Name. 

Street ..... 

City ..... State._. 

Sent by ..... 
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With Southern College of Y. M. C. A. at Blue Ridge, N. C. 
NE of the unique features of the baby of 
the trio of Association colleges is the 
summer quarter, giving full courses and 
securing credit recognition therefor. 

The summer quarter of 1921 began 
June 14 with an enrollment of sixty-three students, of 
whom thirteen were matriculates in the nine months’ 
session at Nashville. Twelve were college girls on the 
working staff at Blue Ridge, who desired to take spe¬ 
cial courses given in the summer quarter. (It might 
be said that thirty out of a working staff of one hun¬ 
dred and ten are student volunteers.) 

The others were largely college men, a number of 
them teachers, who were taking the summer work for 
its particular benefit to them in the organization of 
play, athletics, games and sports. All, however, took 
full courses, none less than twelve term hours, and a 
few as high as eighteen. When it is appreciated that 
approximately two hours of outside study is required 
for each hour of class work, it will be seen that the 
summer term of the Southern College Y. M. C. A. con¬ 
tains work as well as ozone and play. These men re¬ 
ceived not only the work which had attracted them to 
the school, but the Association viewpoint as well, and 
not the least byproduct of the summer session has been 
the service rendered the State Committees through the 
new vision of these school-teachers located where there 
had been no Association work. One of the State Secre¬ 
taries gives much of the credit for a recent and highly 
successful Older Boys’ Conference in his state to the 
fact that during 1920 there were a number of high 
school principals in attendance at the summer quarter 
of the Southern College at Blue Ridge, who understand¬ 
ing the spirit and genius of the Y. M. C. A. movement, 

not only co-operated in general, but not a few of them 
led groups of boys personally to the conference. 

A number of Associations of the South are appre¬ 
ciating the value of more training for their younger 
men to the extent of giving a leave of absence with pay, 
so that these same junior secretaries may have the 
advantages of the three months’ standard term of col¬ 
lege work. Several getting the vision in this extended 
trial will enroll in the college courses this fall at Nash¬ 
ville. 

One would go a long ways to find a three months’ 
term richer in content or stronger in faculty, which, 
coupled with the delightful environment and bracing 
air of the North Carolina mountains, fills a college 
term with all around values. 

The courses and members of the faculty for 1921 
were as follows: 

Association History, J. J. King; Applied Anthro¬ 
pology, Dr. W. D. Weatherford; Studies in Prophets, 
Dr. 0. E. Brown; Physical Education, Dr. T. P. Ballou, 
assisted by Mr. J. H. Mclnnis; Mass Athletics, Games 
and Aquatics, Mr. J. B. Harris; Major Sports, A. B. 
Miles and J. V. Dabbs; History of Education and 
Pedagogy, Dr. H. H. Horne; Advanced Association 
Science, Dr. W. D. Weatherford; Christian Interna¬ 
tionalism, Dr. 0. E. Brown; Industrial Economics, Dr. 
S. C. Mitchell; New Testament Problems and Social 
Interpretation of Christianity, Dr. J. L. Kesler; Voca¬ 
tional Guidance, W. P. Cunningham; Advanced Com¬ 
position and Mathematics, Mr. Bland Roberts; a full 
term on Association Experience, containing thirty 
hours of lectures with outside quizzes was participated 
in by the following Association leaders: Messrs. G. K. 
Roper, R. P. Kaighn, C. R. Towson, E. G. Wilson, C. B. 

THE 1921 SUMMER QUARTER OF THE COLLEGE AT BLUE RIDGE 
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Loomis, C. C. Robinson, H. H. Hubbell, assisted by 
other leaders. 

Aside from the regular work given by the faculty 
the students had the rare privilege during the three 
months’ session of hearing the leaders of Association 

E. C. BEATY 

and other religious and educational thought, who were 
in attendance upon the Student Conferences, the Mis¬ 
sionary Educational Conference, the Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A. Conferences, the Industrial Conference, 
and others, as well as speakers like Dr. J. I. Vance, Dr. 
W. If. Hutchins, Prof. George Lang. All of the various 
conference sessions were open to the student body. 

The students were housed in cottages conveniently 
located, were grouped at special tables, and thus main¬ 

tained a splendid esprit de corps, without regard to 
the changing personnel of the succession of confer¬ 
ences. The R. E. Lee Literary Society, the Southern 
College baseball team (which lost but one game during 
the season) and the Y. M. C. A. Red Cross Life Saving 
Corps created particular groups around which were 
gathered interesting events, adding to the delight of 
the season. 

The 1921 summer term was unique in that also it 
contained the first commencement of the youngest 
training school in the Association movement, held at 
R. E. Lee Hall, August 29. The first and only candidate 
who had completed all of the required work was Mr. 
Robert C. Beaty, a graduate of Mississippi College 
and who had also completed his master’s degree work 
at Vanderbilt. He was awarded the first degree of 
Southern College of Y. M. C. A., namely, that of 
master of arts. 

Mr. Beaty took as his thesis subject, “Negro Boy 
Life in the South,” and his extensive research work in 
this line bids fair to be of extreme value in interracial 
service. 

Two others were expected to have received their 
degrees at this memorable commencement; Mr. J. W. 
Bergthold, that of B.A., but who was called to Europe 
to serve on the Student Commission of the Interna¬ 
tional Committee on August 1, thereby failing to com¬ 
plete the entire term’s work, and Mr. R. E. Layman, a 
graduate student of Washington and Lee and also hold¬ 
ing the master’s degree from Vanderbilt, who was un¬ 
able to complete all of his Southern College “Y” M.A. 
thesis requirements in time, though having completed 
all of the academic work. 

The close correlation of the Southern College of 
Y. M. C. A. with Vanderbilt University and Peabody 
College and the graduate standing of the young college 
makes a strong inducement for college men to enter its 
courses, when otherwise inspired for Christian service. 

Dr. W. F. Tillett of the Vanderbilt School of Re¬ 
ligion, an inspirer of young men, gave the commence¬ 
ment addresss on “The Prepared Man,” which will be 
found printed in full in this issue of Blue Ridge Voice. 

SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS 
FOUNDER OF THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

BORN OCTOBER 11, 1821 

The centennial of whose birth will be celebrated all over the 
world on the eleventh of this month. The Association was or¬ 
ganized seventy-seven years ago, and today is found in prac¬ 
tically all of the countries of the world, numbering 9,000 organi¬ 
zations with 1,483,000 members and with property valued at 
$143,000,000. 



A High-Grade Seven Per Cent Investment 
OFFERED BY THE 

BLUE RIDGE ASSOCIATION 
$80,000 FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS 

IN AMOUNTS OF 

$100, $250, $500, $1,000 

COUPONS PAYABLE SEMI-ANNUALLY, SEPT. AND MARCH 1 

AT THE 

INDEPENDENCE TRUST COMPANY, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

WITH SEVENFOLD REAL ESTATE SECURITY. 

WITH THREEFOLD FIRE INSURANCE PROTECTION. 

WITH THE MORAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 

THE ENTIRE SOUTH 

THE $80,000 BONDS 

now offered for sale are secure d by Deed of 1 rust to tbe Independence 
Trust Company, of Charlotte; tbe said deed of trust covering tbe prop¬ 
erty of tbe Association, wbicb bas cost to date over $400,000, so tbat tbe 
security is more tban fourfold on basis of cost, or sevenfold on replace¬ 
ment value, now estimated at $600,000 by representatives of tbe insur¬ 
ance companies. 

Tbe property is insured for $295,000, an d tbis insurance held as 
further protection to tbe bonds. 

THE BONDS 

are offered at tbeir par value, and are issued for ten years, but witb 
privilege to call after three years at par and accrued interest. 

All orders should be sent, with check enclosed, to 

F. C. ABBOTT, Treasurer, 

212 Trust B uildmg, 

Charlotte, N. C. 



“THE BLACK MOUNTAIN AUTO COMPANY” 
The Authorized Service Cars for All Incoming and Outgoing Conferences 

Fare 50 Cents Each Way 

OFFICE AT 

BLUE RIDGE AND BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

CA MNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 

Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

BENSON PRINTING COMPANY 
COLLEGE ANNUAL EXPERTS 

SCHOOL WORK OUR SPECIALTY 

136 FOURTH AVE„ N. NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



Asheville, North Carolina 
hand of the Shy 

BATTERY PARK HOTEL 
njoy the Home-like Atmosphere of this World-Lamous 

Commercial-1 ourist Hotel 

AMERICAN PLAN 
Wilbur Devendorf, Manager 

Exclusive Ready-to-Wear 
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND BOYS 

Luggage and Sporting Goods 

Special Club Prices on Uniforms and Equipment 

11 Patton Ave. Asheville, N. C. 

A Book Jesus in the Experience of Men “CAROLINA SPECIAL” 
Wriilen By T. R. GLOVER, Fellow in St. John’s College, 

Cambridge. Superior Milk Products 
to Meet 

A book that in its sound scholarship, deep spir- Served Exclusively 
a Need ituality, and literary charm suggests the author’s 

“The Jesus of History,” which so many thou- 
AT 

sands of readers have learned to prize. 

Cloth $1.90 
BLUE RIDGE 

ASSOCIATION PRESS CAROLINA CREAMERY COMPANY 
347 Madison Ave. New York Asheville, N. C. 

Publication Dept., International Committee, Y. M. C. A. 

CONFIDENCE AND QUALITY 
If There Is Any Business Today That Needs CONFIDENCE and QUALITY Injected In Large Quantities 

It Is the Wholesale Grocery Business. Square Dealings and the Giving of Quality Be¬ 
gets Confidence. The Table and Bookstore at Blue Ridge Are 

Largely Supplied By Our Line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
WHOLESALE 

Asheville, North Carolina 

ENGRAVED 
Wedding Invitations — 

Wedding Announcements — 
At Home Cards — 

Calling Cards, Etc. 

Write For Samples and Prices. 

WILLIAMS PRINTING COMPANY 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 



SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

A Professional School of Graduate Grade for Training Association Secretaries In All 
Departments of Work 

FOUR TERMS OF TWELVE WEEKS EACH. STUDENTS CAN ENTER AT OPENING OF ANY 

TERM WITHOUT HANDICAP 

First Term—September 27 to December 22 
Second Term—January 3 to March 21 

Third Term—March 22 to June 2 
Held at Nashville, Tenn. 

Fourth Term—June 13 to August 28 
Held at Blue Ridge, N. C. 

Co-operation with George Peabody College for Teachers, Seaman A. Knapp School of Country Life, Vanderbilt 
University, Vanderbilt School of Religion, and Vanderbilt Medical College. 

Five special professors of the College assisted by the best teachers from all Nashville colleges, representing fifteen million 
dollars of endowment, at our disposal. 

College graduate can take advanced work in either Vanderbilt or Peabody while pursuing Association studies. Much 
of Association College courses will count toward Master’s Degree in these institutions. 

Special courses without degree for men who have equivalent of High School training but less than Sophomore work 
in college. 

For Full Details Write for Catalog 

Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Wesley Hall, the present home of the Southern College. 

BfcNSON PRINTING CO.. NASHVILLE 


