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Evangelism in the Colleges 
N another brief statement in this issue of 
the Voice we have called attention to the 
moral peril of our day, which is very gen¬ 
uine. We would not have Christian peo¬ 
ple, however, feel that the cloud is too 

black and that there are no rays of hope. 
It has been the privilege of the writer to deliver 

a series of addresses on moral and religious themes 
in a number of the largest institutions throughout the 
South during the past six months. While we have 
found much of temptation for students, we have found 
a most earnest spirit among the Christian men and a 
very fine response among the men who are not as yet 
Christians. Most of these campaigns have been held 
in the larger state institutions. In most cases the en¬ 
tire student body attended the meetings. 

One of the most alarming facts about the present 
situation in the colleges is the very large number of 
students who are members of some evangelical church 
and yet who frankly say that they are not Christian 
men. Most of these have come up to the college from 
the country or the smaller towns where life is very 
simple, and where, as they express it, “the gospel they 
have heard has been sincere but all too circumscribed.” 
Many of these students have drifted away from their 
former ideals; most of them came to college without 
any vital grip on Christianity. In their home towns 
they probably attended Sunday school, but as they 
express it, it was only a formal attendance. 1 hey 
went because it was the thing to do, not because they 
had a great passion for religion. As they have come 
up to the college community, where the organization is 
more intense and where the schedule of life is under 
a heavier pressure, many of them have drifted away 
from even their former moorings. 

In talking with large numbers of these men they 
have frankly said that they were not really living the 
Christian life when they entered college, and many of 
them have not been gripped by the Christian message 
since entering college. This puts a very vital stum¬ 
bling block in the way of many a non-Christian man 
and creates perhaps the biggest single problem of evan¬ 
gelizing the colleges of America. 

To put vital content and practical working mean¬ 
ing into religion for these church members who have 
no vital Christ’an life and to bring them back into a 
genuine Christian experience must be of necessity the 
largest part of the effort of any one working in the 
colleges. 

But even in the most difficult task there are splendid 
and hopeful results. In the five campaigns which the 
writer has had the privilege of holding, more than five 
hundred such church members have clearly and de¬ 
cidedly re-entered the Christian life, and more than 
two hundred men who have not been members of the 
church have definitely professed Christianity. In each 
of these institutions a very decided change has been 
made in the whole moral situation. In one of the larger 
ones a very definite program for honor in the college 
has been set forward by a great pace. In others quite 
a number of men have made decisions for Christian 
life callings, and in all the whole spiritual atmosphere 
has been greatly revitalized. 

One of the greatest needs of the present hour is for 
men who can and will present a vital, dynamic Chris¬ 
tian message to the students throughout the country. 
Those who are doing this work are all too few, and 
yet the harvest is very white. 
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The Effect of the War on Student Life 
HILE the Great War was in progress there 
were many of us who thought that the 
conflict was destined to have great purify¬ 
ing and transforming effects. We saw 
mediocre young men rising to heroic great¬ 

ness in the terrible struggle; we saw men and women 
vie with each other in their unselfishness of service 
and liberality; we saw the mask of hypocrisy and 
sham torn from the face of formal religion; and we 
heard young people everywhere demanding reality and 
sanity in all of those who named the name of God. 
We could not believe that these wonderful transfor¬ 
mations could be lost; we did not believe we would 
ever drop back to our old form of sin and selfishness 
and hypocrisy. We fondly dreamed that because we 
were a bleeding and suffering people we would be a 
purified people. But alas! 

Most of us are somewhat disappointed. If we open 
our eyes wide at the present hour it is very difficult 
to believe that we see aright. We are amazed, for we 
seem to see much of the old flabby selfishness and love 
of ease that we saw before the war. Certainly we 
have not made all the gains that we had expected. 

During the war period men gave many times what 
they had been giving before, but in not a few cases 
they seem now to be tired of giving and are disposed 
to fall back on their war record as sufficient to absolve 
them from all obligations for the next five years. There 
never was as much money in circulation in America 
at any prior period of its history. The papers in the 
city of Nashville reported that eighty-eight millions of 
dollars were spent in twenty-four days just prior to 
Christmas, most of this being spent for luxuries. Al¬ 
most every city in America had some such record, and 
yet almost every financial campaign throughout Ameri¬ 
ca, save those of the great denominations, including 

the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, City Charities, the 
Anti-Saloon League, the Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations campaigns, has fallen 
short of its goal. One wonders if we are not in the 
midst of a great wave of reaction. 

The moral situation is little better. There seems to 
be more petty thievery throughout America, more 
gambling, and certainly a great deal more of pro¬ 
fanity and much more use of cigarettes. Along 
with the general drop in moral life our colleges have 
suffered just as other communities have. Certainly 
in many of the colleges profanity, gambling, cheating 
on examinations are more prevalent than they were 
just prior to the war. What is even more serious, in 
those colleges where large numbers of ex-service men 
have entered as war scholarship men, is that these 
forms of vice seem to be far more prevalent among 
the ex-service men than among the other students. 
One would suppose that when a man had been sobered 
by the loss of health or by wounds or by other debilita¬ 
tion his moral life would have risen rather than have 
dropped, and yet one is almost forced to conclude that 
this is not the case. 

However, we are not pessimists. We believe that 
the world is moving forward. We believe that this 
recoil or recrudescence of evil is only temporary and 
that the general movement will be upward. Certainly 
the war has uncovered a great deal of sham and 
hypocrisy, and it may be that these things are simply 
a more open expression of evils that formerly existed. 
But in any case, whether these evils are only more ap¬ 
parent or more real, they are sufficiently widespread 
to make every Christian interested in the young man¬ 
hood of America betake himself to prayer and strenu¬ 
ous effort that we may meet these moral needs of men. 
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The First Quarter of the Southern College at Blue Ridge 
REAT interest centers around the first of 
the summer quarters of the Southern Col¬ 
lege of Young Men’s Christian Associa¬ 
tions to be held at Blue Ridge this season. 
This session will open simultaneously with 

the Southern Student Conference, June 15th, and will 
continue through August 30th. Practically all the stu¬ 
dents who are now in attendance at the college at 
Nashville will be at Blue Ridge this summer. In addi¬ 
tion, we are already receiving letters from men desir¬ 
ing to matriculate, so that we are assured of from 
thirty to forty other students who will be matriculated 
for work at the opening of the summer term. It is 
very evident that this term will be more largely at¬ 
tended than many of us had ever dared to hope. 

Some of the courses to be offered this summer are 
as follows: 

1. A full quarter’s course on the History of Edu¬ 
cation by Dr. H. H. Horne of New York University. 

2. A course in the History of the Present Day 
Church, Dr. C. E. Brown, Vanderbilt School of Re¬ 
ligion. 

3. A course on the Social Interpretation of Chris¬ 
tianity, Dr. J. L. Kesler. 

4. A course on the Problems of Race Readjustments 
in the South, W. D. Weatherford. 

5. A course on the History and Principles of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, J. J. King. 

6. A Teacher Training Course in Physical Work, 
Dr. T. P. Ballou. 

7. A course in Mass Athletics and Mass Games, 
Robert Cubbon. 

8. A brief intensive course on Sex Education, Dr. 
T. W. Galloway, of New York City. 

9. Studies in Practical Leadership: 
(a) Present Forces in Student Life, W. D. Weath¬ 

erford. 
(b) Principles of Organization in Student Associa¬ 

tions. 

. (c) Principles of Efficiency in Leadership, R. P. 
Kaighn. 

10. An intensive study of the Gospel of Mark. For 
this course we are hopeful that we shall be able to 
secure one of the greatest Bible teachers in the coun¬ 
try, but we are not yet able to announce the name. 

11. An elementary course in Biology, Dr. J. L. 
Kesler. This course is to be an intensive study course 
running through the summer with an equivalent of a 
full year’s credit, meant primarily for men preparing 
to enter into the Physical Directors’ Course. 

Other courses will be announced later. 

Conditions for entrance into the summer quarter 
are the same as the conditions for entrance into the 
winter quarter at Nashville, namely: “Men who have 
good moral character, bearing proper recommenda¬ 
tions from state or local organizations, who are church 
members in good standing and who are planning to do 
special service in the Young Men’s Christian Associa¬ 
tion or to become secretaries in some of its depart¬ 
ments, home or foreign. The college does not seek 
men who are planning to give themselves to other call¬ 
ings. The summer quarter of the college will give a 
broad interpretation to this eligibility rule, admitting 
men who are members of boards of directors, active 
workers on committees or others who are otherwise 
identified with the Association Movement, provided 
they have proper academic preparation and proper re¬ 
ligious qualifications. As in all other quarters of the 
college, all students matriculated in the college are re¬ 
quired to carry at least one course in religious or bibli¬ 
cal themes and one course in Association History or 
other institutional history. 

One of the advantages of students attending this 
summer quarter of the college is that they come in 
close contact with the leading Association secretaries 
and workers throughout the whole territory during this 
summer period. 
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COLLEGE MEN AND WOMEN WORKING AT BLUE RIDGE, SEASON 1919. 

The Blue Ridge Working Staff 
12 NE hundred of the choicest college men and 

women to be found anywhere in the South¬ 
ern colleges will serve the delegates and 
guests at Blue Ridge this coming summer. 
One of the most pleasing things about Blue 

Ridge is that there are no upturned palms and no 
obsequious attitudes, since no tips are either received 
or desired. The personnel of the working staff there 
insures neatness, cleanness and a general Christian at¬ 
mosphere. 

It will be of interest to the readers of the Voice to 
know that in choosing those who work at Blue Ridge 
for the summer we select men and women who have 
leadership and capacity. The first requisite is that they 
shall be Christian students; the second requisite is that 
they want to come to Blue Ridge to get the advantages 
of the inspiration and uplift of the summer there; the 
third requisite is that they are actually doing some 
real service in their own colleges during the year. Each 

summer these groups of students gather for thorough 
study for an hour each day and go away with new 
information and new ability to do Christian work in 
their local institutions. It is not an uncommon thing 
for us to have during the course of the summer ten 
to twenty of the choicest college men and women vol¬ 
unteer for Christian life service, including the minis¬ 
try, the foreign field and the Association secretary¬ 
ship. As high as nine different students on the work¬ 
ing staff have volunteered for service in the foreign 
field in a single summer. 

One of the things that Blue Ridge is attempting to 
do through using college men and women is to dignify 
the conception of labor in the South. Far too long we 
of the South have felt that labor with one’s hands was 
not quite respectable, but no one can go to Blue Ridge 
and see the splendid company of men and women who 

(Continued on page 12.) 
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Service 
Dr. Robert E. Speer 

VERY capacity for service which America 
possesses ought to be used today for the 
good of the world. There ought to be 
larger numbers of student volunteers for 
foreign missions in various conferences 

this summer than there have ever been in any of the 
conferences held in this land during the last generation. 
Every missionary society ought to be facing fearlessly 
today its new opportunities and needs. I am a Secre¬ 
tary of the Board of Missions of the Northern Pres¬ 
byterian Church. We have the heaviest deficit we have 
ever had—over six hundred thousand dollars—a bigger 
deficit than all the deficits of the last twenty years 
combined, and yet in the face of that deficit our board 

is assuming for this year obligations of more than 
three million dollars and is sending out twice as many 
missionaries as it sent out last year and thirty per cent 
more than it has ever sent in any preceding year in its 
history. It believes that this is a day in which Chris¬ 
tian men and the Christian Church, without any flinch¬ 
ing or withdrawal, should confront the call of the world 
and answer to that call. We believe that the time has 
come for immensely increasing the number of men and 
women going out from the United States to share in 
the missionary enterprise in the non-Christian world; 
for the whole enterprise to be projected on a vastly en¬ 
larged scale. * 

I want to speak this evening of just three or four 

�Stenographic report of the address given at Student Con¬ 
ference at Blue Ridge, 1919. 

reasons which are constraining the missionary societies 
to take that view and which I believe ought to lead 
scores of men in this conference, no matter how fixed 
their life purposes may have been hitherto, to recon¬ 
sider those purposes and here on this hillside during 
these days consecrate themselves to the work to which 
Jesus Christ gave himself; the work not of saving any 
single race, but the work of accomplishing the will of 
God for the whole world. 

I. Inadequacy of Present Missionary Program 

Geographically 

I believe, in the first place, that all our missionary 
endeavors ought to be projected on an enlarged scale, 
for the simple reason that the present scale is inade¬ 
quate, and when men are inadequately doing their 
duty, there is only one course open to them, and that 
is to begin to do it adequately. I believe the present 
scale is inadequate, because we are not occupying our 
field, which is the world. I remember riding years 
ago down through the mountains and the valleys of 
Persian Khurdistan; the vast region over which those 
eighty thousand Assyrian refugees fell last summer, 
marking highways with the bones of their dead for 
that long three weeks’ journey. I remember twenty 
years ago riding over that very road, through those 
same environments and in all that great stretch of coun¬ 
try from the city of Arumia clear down the eastern 
border and the western border of the Arumian lake, 
then down through all those mountains and valleys to 
Hamadan, where the tomb of Mordecai and Esther 
still stands, there was not a man or woman trying to 
make known the riches of the glory of God revealed 
in the face of Jesus Christ. I made a long river jour¬ 
ney down in Colombia some ten years ago when with 
a friend we went in one of those old South American 
boats of the Magdalena River to the upper limits of 
navigation. In all that long reach of the Magdalena 
River there was not a single Protestant missionary, 
not one single resident Roman Catholic priest, trying 
to make known the gospel to all the peoples. At my 
home last Monday night an old friend from China, I 
suppose one of the best amateur photographers in the 
world, was telling me of a long journey way up to the 
borderland of Tibet in Central China, and I was asking 
him how many missionaries he found way up there 
along the Yangtze River. “One man,” he said—among 
all those hundreds of thousands and millions of people, 
trying to make Jesus Christ known! Only the other 
day a man came into the offices again about his mission 
in the Sudan. For years and years he has been trying 
to get some church missionary agency to take over that 
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Sudan united mission. There lie the great stretches 
of the western central Sudan with millions and tens of 
millions of those people, down over whom great ava¬ 
lanches pour, with only a little handful of men to make 
Jesus Christ known to those for whom he died. We 
are not occupying our field. 

And even where we have occupied the field we have 
not possessed it. I remember going some years ago 
down to Quang Tung province in China, it all came 
back the other day when'a letter came from Dr. Ful¬ 
ton, saying he was about to celebrate his seventieth 
birthday, recalling the time when he and I had gone 
together down into four districts of southern China, a 
section from which almost all Chinese come who emi¬ 
grate. He was taking me up to the big Centipede Hill 
in the center of all that great area, from which one 
might look off and see all that great population among 
whom he was working. It was the early spring time, 
when the Chinese are out renewing their graves. You 
know the Chinese idea is that every Chinese has 
three souls, and when he dies one soul goes into the 
grave, another into the ancestral tablet in the temple, 
and another into the keeping of the spirit in the other 
world, so that threefold worship is necessary. And 
now in the spring time they were out worshiping the 
spirits in the grave, and we went by group after group. 
There was never a woman, but son and father knelt 
in front of the grave. They put fresh sod up to make 
up for the weathering of the year. They were kneel¬ 
ing down there reverently praying to the spirit of the 
dead. We had gone by group after group like that 
until we came out upon the clear, unsuperstitious air 
of the mountain top, and he told me to look. I looked 
east, and north, and west, and south, and began to 
count the towns and the villages and cities; seven 
hundred and nine of them in view, and blue haze hid 
uncounted other towns and villages from view. He 
told me that in all that great field waiting there he 
was the only man preaching the gospel of our Savior. 
I can remember still the sudden shock that went 
through us both when, as we finished our counting, 
we turned to sit down and there just behind us on his 
back, his face turned up to the sky, a Chinese was 
lying. He had come up to worship some ancestor’s 
grave and had lain down there and finished his only 
course, and the village had never missed him. Eyes 
turned up to the sky, and down below were seven hun¬ 
dred and nine towns and villages and the uncounted 
millions of folk in them waiting also for the message 
that was so long and slow in coming to them. You 
could just multiply that fact by the hundred tonight 
to bring home to our conscience the delay that we have 
been under in occupying our field and in possessing 
it in the name of Christ, who sent us forth into it. We 
have got to expand the scale of our missionary opera¬ 
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tions, because the present scale is inadequate to over¬ 
take the task. 

And it is inadequate in a deeper sense than this of 
which I have just been speaking; not quantitatively 
only. There is something more vital lacking in our 
undertaking than this. I was reading General Foch’s 
book on “Principles of War” to find out what there 
was in it that might be of service to us in this Chris¬ 
tian struggle. You remember the principles, many of 
them that are gathered there in the first chapter. For 
a successful war the one indispensable thing is power. 
And the mass, he goes on to say, requires all the moral 
and spiritual resources of the nation. Without that 
the army couldn’t do anything; there must be behind it 
the entire massed moral and spiritual resources of the 
nation. And our scale of missionary operations is in¬ 
adequate today, not only because not enough men and 
women are out on the mission field, but because we 
don’t have behind them the total massed momentum 
of the Christian Church. And we have got to enlarge 
the scale of our missionary operations by pouring the 
adequate forces out over the world and by raising be¬ 
hind them the total massed force and devotion and 
loyalty of all men and women who call Jesus Christ 
Lord. Today more clearly than ever in all the days 
we realize how pitifully inadequate our attempt at the 
evangelization of the world has been, and in the light 
of the adequate way in which the nations went at the 
great task that was laid upon them in these last four 
years, we realize that our first duty now is to make 
adequate our assault on our missionary problem and 
on the work of evangelizing the world. 

II. The Essential Wholeness of the World 
In the second place, our present scale of missionary 

operations is inadequate at present, and the part of 
men and women in America is inadequate, because 
unless we do the whole, we cannot do any part of 
Christ’s task throughout the world. Unless we under¬ 
take today every last section of it, what we do in deal¬ 
ing with any partial undertaking will be an ineffective 
piece of work. We are realizing today more clearly 
than men used to see it that this that you and I are 
trying to do in America can never be done as long as 
any other part of our task is left undone. Men used to 
say in advocating home missionary enterprises that we 
must save America in order to save the world, but 
what we have been doing in the last four years has 
been abandoning it. You can never save America in¬ 
side the United States. The only way we can save 
America is by saving with America all the life of the 
world from which our own life is an absolutely in¬ 
separable thing. We have come to realize today that 
unless we save the whole of human life, there is no 
part of human life whatsoever that we can save. 

We have been holding this last week in New York 
City the annual conference of our board with its fur- 
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loughed and outgoing missionaries, and one of the 
most impressive addresses of the week was by Dr. 
Simon Flexner, of the Rockefeller Institute of Re¬ 
search. He was speaking of the influenza epidemic as 
the greatest single sorrow that had ever happened to 
mankind in the entire history of medicine, or, for that 
matter, in the entire history of the world. Never any 
war, never any pestilence, that had ravaged the world 
had brought the sorrow and death in its train that in¬ 
fluenza had brought. And we know now where it all 
originated. East and west the germs go out and carry 
with them their pestilence, distributing it to the end 
of the world. We have some gentlemen in the United 
States Senate who imagine you can isolate the United 
States from the rest of the world. Do they know how 
they can isolate us from the disease germs? Do-they 
know how they can draw their boundaries across man¬ 
kind so as to keep truth and error out? Lies and false¬ 
hoods play interchangeably over all the life of the 
world today. Sickness, disease, sorrow, grief, hunger, 
pain, uprising and disturbance—you cannot isolate 
these things. We have one great, common world life 
to deal with today, and you cannot possibly meet any 
single problem of America without meeting all prob¬ 
lems of all the world. There is an old line of one of 
Kipling’s poems: 

“He little knows of England who only England knows, 
And he little serves America who only America 

serves.” 

If you and I are going to serve our own land, we 
have got to begin by serving the whole great world. 
These last four years have taught us that. There they 
came, Afghans from every different tribe in India, 
from the islands of the sea, from twelve different sec¬ 
tions of Africa, from China, from Japan, from all 
over the world they came pouring in. There was no 
national isolation; there was no separation of any one 
nation’s duty or mission in the great hour of the whole 
world struggle. We realized then that we had one 
great battle to fight, and that it was the common bat¬ 
tle of mankind. I say the second reason for our pro¬ 
jecting the missionary enterprise on a scale that men 
never dreamed of before is because we have come to 
realize today that unless we do the whole of our work 
we cannot do any part, and that you might congregate 
all the Christian forces in this land and they could 
not do all the work in this land. Then it can only be 
done as we spread them out over all the world. 

III. Unprecedented Needs of the World 

In the third place, I believe we have got to expand 
the scale of our missionary undertaking today and mul¬ 
tiply tenfold the men and women who are going out 
in the enterprise, because we face today needs and op¬ 
portunities that require this, such as men never faced 
in any other day before. Now I know just as well as 

any man that this is the way every generation has 
talked. This is the way every generation ought to talk, 
because no generation can pass on its duties to any 
other generation. There never was a greater work 
before; there never will be a greater work again. I 
have been reading the last few weeks afresh the lives 
of some of those men who made the foundation of the 
American missionary enterprise. Lowry, who resigned 
his place in the United States Senate, thinking that 
was inferior to what was offered him, that he might 
become the first secretary of our Presbyterian Board; 
Jeremiah Everts, who gave up his law practice that he 
might become the first treasurer of the American Board 
of Foreign Missions. You go back to the dawn of our 
national history and there stand our big laymen as the 
leaders of all our foreign mission enterprises in the 
United States, and they were seeing in their day just 
as we see it now. They dreamed as bravely as we 
dream. But our opportunities are more wonderful still 
today. We have got a world those men never dreamed 
about; forces to weld that those men only thought about 
as far, far away, and opportunities richer by far than 
any that lay on their horizon. We have thrown out 
across the world there Wilson’s saying about the rights 
of every nation to self-determination. We little realize 
what dynamite that has been in mankind. The whole 
world is shivering tonight with that idea. Great races 
that never dreamed of any such possibility before re¬ 
solve now to claim their right of self-determination. 
But by what self does a nation have a right to deter¬ 
mine its own career and destiny? There are two selves 
in every nation as in man, and we make a hell on earth 
for our children unless we put the right self in every 
nation, by which that nation is to determine its duties 
and relationships. All nations, all boundaries are 
thrown down; mere imaginary lines lie across. We 
realize today as never before the one common life of the 
world. We know today that our one great task is to 
Christianize the international relationship of men, but 
how are we going to Christianize nationalism unless 
we have nationalized Christianity? 

And to make this great field opportunity concrete, 
I think of it in the singular even more appealingly 
than in this general appeal that the world makes. I 
think of that Japanese lad in his letter to his father 
before he went out to commit suicide, with nothing but 
a pessimistic view of the world left. “Father,” he 
wrote, “I go, and I go as a sheep in the night.” I think of 
those great hosts in India. We sit here and never think 
of all their need and want. Thirty millions of them 
died in the influenza epidemic. More men and women 
and children died in India in that plague—why, four 
times as many as were killed in this Great War and 
twice as many as died from wounds and injuries and 
hunger and want in Europe during all the days of the 

(Continued on page 10.) 
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1 he Southern Student Conference 
June 15-24, 1920 

VERY parent who has a son in college or 
preparatory school can well afford to con¬ 
sider seriously sending that son to the 
Southern Student Conference which meets 
at Blue Ridge during June. One of the 

religious needs of every growing young man is to come 
to realize that religion is a manly thing. Perhaps there 
is no way to teach this save by example, and at no other 
place in the South can there be found such a wonder¬ 
ful group of virile Christian examples. Speakers, pro¬ 
fessors, students, nearly six hundred strong, are about 
the most wholesome, live, aggressive group of clean 
Christian men that one could hope to find. 

For four successive years a fine Christian fellow was 
urged to attend this conference. Finally, at the end 
of his senior year he went. During the conference he 
decided to enter the ministry as a life calling. Com¬ 
menting on it afterwards he said he had long felt that 
he should do Christian work, but had been unwilling 
to decide to do so because he felt it was not a man’s 
job; but on attending the conference he saw such a 
strong, forceful group, and found so many of them 
planning to go into Christian work, that he felt he 
must go into the ministry. He is now pastor of one 
of the largest Presbyterian churches in the South. 

I had a young boy friend in a cultured but non¬ 
religious home. He needed to see that religion was 
manly. I asked his mother to let him accompany me 
to the Student Conference. The third day he came 
to me, and, in evident amazement, said he had never 

known Christian men were so fine and enthusiastic. 
The next time I saw the lad he was the leader of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association work in his pre¬ 
paratory school. 

But the wonderful fellowship with fine college men 
is by no means the biggest thing of the Student Con¬ 
ference. The whole program is planned on the basis 
of thorough and honest work. Five hours of classes 
and lectures each morning, a full afternoon of recrea¬ 
tion, and two hours of serious work each night make 
up the daily program. The purpose is to train stu¬ 
dents in the organization and leading of the voluntary 
religious activities of their fellow-students. 

Some of the South’s greatest and most religious 
teachers are there to lead the courses in Bible Study, 
Mission Study, Social Study and Personal Evangelism. 

The platform is as strong as can be found in any 
religious gathering in America. Mr. Fletcher Brock¬ 
man, of New York; Dr. W. L. Poteat, of Wake Forest, 
N. C.; Dr. Brown and Dr. Mims, of Vanderbilt; Dr. 
Kesler, of the Southern College of Young Men’s Chris¬ 
tian Associations, and a score of other great speakers 
and leaders will be present. 

The life work addresses will put before the students 
the outstanding opportunities for life investment. Each 
field of life service will be discussed by an expert in 
that field. Ministers, professors, business men, re¬ 
turned missionaries, doctors will speak in this series 
of hillside meetings. 

One student said the conference “was worth half 
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a year in college without any exams at the end.” One 
father who attended last summer as a professor said 
he meant to have his boy go every summer while he 
was a college student. The wonderful mountain scen¬ 
ery, the virility of Christian fellowship, the breadth 
of world outlook—students from seven nations gath¬ 
ered there last summer—the vital power of the pro¬ 
gram, and the compelling personalities of speakers, 
teachers, and leaders, combine to make the gathering- 
an epoch in the life of any student. For further in¬ 
formation write Frank Steger, 1610 Candler Build¬ 
ing, Atlanta, Ga., or W. D. Weatherford, Southern Col¬ 
lege of Y. M. C. A., Nashville, Tenn. 

FIVE CONVINCING REASONS FOR ATTENDING 

THE SOUTHERN STUDENT CONFFERENCE 

1. Because it brings into close fellowship the 
choicest men of our whole Southern student field. 

2. Because it gives every student an exceptional 
chance to learn the art of making the most of his stu¬ 
dent days and of lifting the standard of the whole stu¬ 
dent life in his college. 

3. Because it offers an opportunity for vocational 
interviews with the strongest student leaders of the 
country. 

4. Because it initiates one in the plan of personal 
character building and the Christian leadership, which 
will enrich life with a new abiding power. 

5. Because it crowns out the college year with a 
bigger vision of life’s task and of the possibilities of 
Christian manhood than can be had anywhere else. 

0. E. Brown, 
Dean of Vanderbilt School of Religion. 

WHY YOU SHOULD COME TO BLUE RIDGE TO 

THE STUDENT CONFERENCE 

1. Because of the beauty and charm of the place, 
the cool breezes, the tramps to the hills, sunrises and 
sunsets from the tops of the mountains—the cordial 
of youth, the challenge of the spirit—dreams and blue 
skies and distance and forests and ferns and wild 
flowers. 

2. Because of the delightful recreation programs, 
the college games and delightful fellowships, the con¬ 
tagions of the best in the mutual sharing of wholesome 
life. 

3. Because of interesting and helpful studies and 
insights into new and splendid tasks, the appeal of 
great adventures for humanity, and the abiding 
strength of friendships formed in these never-to-be- 
forgotten associations. 

4. Because of inspirational and notable addresses 
which you cannot afford to miss. 

5. Because the work back in the college needs you 
as leaders, to take back to its life and tasks just what 
Blue Ridge has to give, viz.: a new sense of religious 
values, a deepening of the spiritual life, new efficiency, 
new insights, new consecration. 

•J. L. Keslee, 
Professor Southern College of Y. M. C. A. 

WHY BLUE RIDGE? 

There’s a reason. There are three reasons. 

1. Blue Ridge is the most dehe'htful spot I know 
in the North Carolina mountains. It leans back acrainst 
the broad breast of High Top and looks across the 
lovely Swanannoa valley straight to the great domes of 
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Craggy, Blackstock Knob, and Greybeard, behind 
which old Mitchell hides his mammoth head and back. 
From so wide a prospect of ever-varying beauty one 
may pass in one minute into the cool deep solitude of 
the mountain forest. 

2. The social and intellectual delights of Blue Ridge 
are as unique as is its physical charm. The thrice- 
choice youth of all Southern colleges are gathered there 
in finest fellowship in study and in sport, and the air 
is electric with frank, clear thinking on the highest 
levels. 

3. For the moral and spiritual life, Blue Ridge is 
a veritably fountain of inspiration and renewal. One 
can hardly speak one’s sober judgment without the 
appearance of exaggeration. It must be said, never¬ 
theless, that, in my view, no single gathering within 
our borders means so much for Southern Christian 
leadership as the Blue Ridge Student Conference. 

Wm. Louis Poteat. 

Wake Forest, N. C., April 4, 1920. 

SERVICE 

(Continued from page 7.) 

war died in India alone. And now behind that great 
pestilence hundreds of thousands of them are dying 
of famine tonight. Millions of them are lying down 
to sleep hungry. Millions and millions of them are 
trying to exist on one inadequate meal a day. You 
and I think of Serbia, Belgium and Northern France 
and Poland as the great areas that have suffered most 
because of the war. Why, I tell you, the people in all 
the world who have suffered most were a little race 
of people living in a neutral land, who never had any¬ 
thing to do with the war whatsoever. Between one- 
half and two-thirds of all that little nation of Assyrians 
has been wiped out by reason of the war, and they 
are making their way back now just in little handfuls 
to see if they can settle themselves once again in the 
homes of their fathers. I could take this whole even¬ 
ing telling you tales of their sufferings alone. They 
would suffice to tell what Christ alone can bring. 

1 was reading also of Dr. McDowell’s telling of his 
relief work for forty thousand of them who had re¬ 
mained after that great exodus and were gathered in 
the compound. He had gone up from the old city and 
there he had found his way into the stockade where 
the Turks had run in the good looking Armenian girls 
and had made them shambles of virtue and honor. The 
poor girls, clinging to his coat, asked to be let out of 
that hell. Driving into that church, the Armenian 
church, a great host of the Armenian and Assyrian girls 
and turning that very house of God into a den of hell¬ 
ish shame for months! Think of that poor old As¬ 
syrian mother who was taken up to the roof of the 
house, while her own son was taken up and his throat 

cut on the roof and his blood poured over the naked 
back of his mother—the anguish that only Christ can 
cure; that only Christ can heal! 

I think of that temple that I went to only five years 
ago out there on the hillside just back of the little city 
of Hiuen, not very far north of the city of Nanking. 
We made our way through the streets of the city to a 
little temple that stood at the top of the hill. You could 
count almost as many towns and villages as from the 
top of the Centipede Temple, and when we counted as 
many as we could before the haze hid the distant ones, 
we turned back again and talked to an old priest. There 
was a great model just above him and I asked him 
what the model signified. This was what he said: 
“Where there is an earnest beseeching, there will be a 
sure reply.” Where there is an earnest beseeching, 
there will be a sure reply. And I thought of all those 
counted villages lying over those plains and the four 
hundred million folk of China spread out in city and 
village across the great empire, beseeching for all these 
generations and no sure nor certain reply from those 
who alone had what China needed for her life and 
strength and power. I believe that we are called to¬ 
day immensely to enlarge our missionary endeavors 
throughout the world, because we face opportunities 
and needs today such as men never faced before, such 
as call for every last energy that we possess that these 
needs may be met, these opportunities be grasped. 

IV. Challenge of the Sacrifices of the War 

And, lastly, I believe that men and women by the 
thousand should be pouring out of our American col¬ 
leges to the ends of the earth today, and that the Chris¬ 
tian Church should enlarge her missionary enterprise 
in every land, because we are needing now (it is a 
pity we cannot find it) something that will take the 
place of the colossal demand made on us in these last 
years and that won from nations so colossal a sacri¬ 
fice. We can’t say, “Down now; back to our old levels 
of life again.” I hear men say every now and then 
that this is the same old world we had before; that we 
are just the same men that were here five years ago, 
and that human nature is the same. In the name of 
God, this is not the same world that we had then! 
When men say this is the same world, it seems to me 
I can hear eight million whispers of human souls rush¬ 
ing down where the dead of Flanders turn angrily in 
their graves. Did they die that the world might be 
just the same? You and I are living in a different 
world today. We have got to have today some great 
enterprise that proposes the impossible to us; some 
great enterprise that demands just as much as the 
war demanded; some great cause that gives men the 
same unlimited opportunity for sacrifice and devotion 
that was given to us in these months that have just 
slipped by. And there isn’t any that equals, that pro¬ 
vides all that, except the undertaking to which Christ 
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is calling men today. Not to play any longer with then- 
tasks, but to realize He was earnest when He came, 
when He taught them to pray, “Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” and that 
He wants men and women who will go out with Him 
today across the world to finish His work and to set 
up His kingdom. How readily men answered to calls 
like these in the years that have slipped away. There 
are lots of you here in this room now who never hesi¬ 
tated a moment then. Is there any reason why in an¬ 
swer to Christ’s call, facing an infinitely greater and 
more splendid task than that, we should not arise to 
equal sacrifice and devotion? 

I was reading the other day what I think is cer¬ 
tainly one of the most beautiful books that the war 
produced; that little volume called “An American Sol¬ 
dier,” which is made up of letters written by a young- 
lad from Philadelphia, who went over and died in 
France, to his father and mother at home. I was copy¬ 
ing out the other evening just a little bit here and 
there from these letters to his mother. He was in 
Canada when the war broke out. He studied engineer¬ 
ing and was building bridges in Canada, and at last 
had been given all alone a great and difficult bridge 
to build across a curve on a great stream. “No coun¬ 
try or flag can be mine except the United States, but 
if I could go to this war as a citizen of the world, I 
pray to be allowed. My ability in building a bridge 
will be taxed to the utmost, which is the deepest desire 
of my heart. If the United States declares war and 
calls for volunteers, I would enlist at once. I am so 
full of it that it drowns out every ambition, or desire, 
or thought of the future that I have. I have nothing 
but a great big desire to give myself to help in this 
battle against evil. Since the w-ar started I feel as if 
I could not just go ahead as I have, making plans for 
my own advancement or my own family’s welfare. I 
shall do nothing, mother, until the United States’ course 
is definitely decided, but above everything in the world 
I want to go to the war, and I want you and father 
to tell me that I can govern myself by what knowl¬ 
edge and judgment I have with a surety of your con¬ 
fidence in me to do right. I think I can manage to 
serve in some way if only you will give me the in¬ 
spiration of your approval and trust, dearest mother, 
you and father. I only hope and pray that we will 
take an active and an aggressor’s share of the sacri¬ 
fice of the other nations. I want the young manhood 
of America to be given a chance to prove themselves 
as willing to give themselves for a just cause as in 
1861, and as now in the other nations of the world. 
Of course, we know they would; the call seems to have 
come already. Why is the United States so slow? I 
can think of nothing but the war, mother. It seems 
immoral to think or plan for anything else.” And 
then this last word just before the great end came: 

“Remember that your strength is the mother-strength, 
mother; the strength of sacrifices for the children and 
the weak. I am your child, but no longer a human 
child with necessities of human children, and yet, 
mother, in the greatest way, the spiritual way, I need 
you more every day, and in that need you are always 
giving and helping me and are always with me. Much 
love, dearest mother, to you and father, and thank 
you both for making me feel that I am doing this with 
your blessing.” 

If in those great hours mothers and fathers counted 
it all joy that they had sons and daughters that might 
lay down their lives; if men counted it the privilege 
of all their days that for a great cause they might give 
their all and their last, I leave it to you whether it is 
worth following .Jesus Christ at all unless we are ready 
to follow Him in that same spirit, to make Him Lord 
of all that we are and have. Here tonight or in the 
days that are left of this conference, just as truly as 
in college or university the last year or the year before 
or in the towns where we live the call came clear and 
unmistakable from the nation to our lives, so here as 
clear and unmistakable will that call come to us. If 
we could only be still enough now, if life, noisy ambi¬ 
tions, the roar of lust and sin, all tumult of our own 
self-will, if that could just die down now and a man 
could be still, why, he could hear it in this room to¬ 
night just as plainly as Andrew and Simon Peter and 
John and James and those other young men heard it 
in those great days around the sea: “Men, I am going 
out on a great endeavor; I am looking for men who 
will go with me. Will you come?” That is what He 
is saying now. What answer is He getting? “Not I,” 
or “Lord Jesus Christ here I am; I am coming.” 

TRANSPORTATION ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

CONFERENCES FIELD AT BLUE RIDGE, 

N. C., MAY TO AUGUST, 

INCLUSIVE, 1920. 

The Southeastern Passenger Association first 
granted us a one and one-third fare on the certificate 
plan, but has changed, so that they will sell any de’e- 
gate a round trip ticket on presentation of an identifi¬ 
cation certificate. This certificate must be signed by 
W. D. Weatherford and presented to the ticket agent 
at the time of purchasing ticket. Certificates may be 
secured from heads of conferences or local organiza¬ 
tions. 

Tickets are on sale three days prior to and one day 
following the opening of each conference. All tickets 
good for return, leaving Black Mountain on September 
1st. No stop-over privileges on any tickets. 

Dates of sale of tickets for various conferences as 
follows: 
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World Conference of Boys’ Workers, May 19th- 
31st; selling dates, May 15th-21st. 

Southern Student Conference (Y. W. C. A.), June 
4th-14th; selling dates, June lst-6th. 

Southern Student Conference (Y. M. C. A.), June 
15th-24th; selling dates, June llth-17th. 

Missionary Education and Interchurch World Move¬ 
ment Conference, June 25th-July 5th; selling dates, 
June 22d-27th. (Delegates to the High School Boys’ 
Conference will come under this head.) 

Southern Summer School (Y. M. C. A.), July 6th- 
20th; selling dates, July 2d-8th. 

City Conference of Y. W. C. A., July 23d-August 
2d; selling dates, July 20th-25th. 

Southern Summer School of Social Service and 
Christian Workers, August 2d-29th; selling dates, July 
30th-August 4th. 

THE BLUE RIDGE WORKING STAFF 
(Continued from page 4.) 

do our service there and still feel that it is not respect¬ 
able to do manual labor. 

This particular season Blue Ridge opens the middle 

of May, and we will perhaps have some little difficulty 
in getting a sufficient number of college men and 
women who are thoroughly competent to be present 
for the first two weeks. We already have in our office 
several hundred applications for the regular summer 
period, beginning June 1st, but we have not yet re¬ 
ceived sufficient applications for the special period of 
May 15th-31st. 

Confidence and Quality 
If there is any business today that needs CONFI¬ 
DENCE and QUALITY injected in large quanti¬ 
ties it is the Wholesale Grocery business. Square 
dealings and the giving of quality begets confi¬ 
dence. The table and Book Store at Blue Ridge 

are largely supplied by our line. 

ROGERS GROCERY COMPANY 
Wholesale 

Asheville, North Carolina 

BUY BELLE MEADE SODA CRACKERS FRESH FROM 
THE OVENS DAILY 

IN PACKAGES OR IN BULK 

TENNESSEE BISCUIT COMPANY 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 

“EATTHEBEST” “EATTHEBEST” 



“IT’S FAMOUS EVERYWHERE” 

BATTERY PARK HOTEL 
ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 

LAND OF THE SKY—IN THE HEART OF THE 
BLUE RIDGE 

DEALLY situated on the highest prominence in 
Asheville. Enchanting mountain views. Elegant 
rooms, single or en suite, with or without private 

bath; unexcelled cuisine, homelike environment; 
splendid orchestra; dancing evenings; Sunday con¬ 
certs. 

Tennis courts; saddle horses and carriages; moun¬ 
tain climbing. 

Sportiest 18-hole all-turf golf course in the country 

On the Dixie Highway 

Excellent motor roads lead from every section to the 
Battery Park Hotel. 

Open Throughout the Year 

Write for illustrated booklet and terms. 

S. J. LAWRENCE, Manager. 

The Jumble Book of Rhymes 
(Recited by the Jumbler) 

By Frank R. Heine 

A book brimful of subtle humor, much pathos, linguisticai 

twists and delightful whimsicalities. The Riley kind. A real 

seller. Illustrated, $1.00 net. 

HACKNEY & MOALE COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 

BOOK DEPT. Asheville, North Carolina 

Exclusive Ready-to-Wear 

Luggage and Sporting Goods 

1 1 Patton Ave. Asheville, N. C. 

MEMBER OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF ARMY AND NAVY STORES 

Gymnastic Apparatus, Steel Lockers, 
Playground Apparatus, Anthropometric 

Apparatus 

Write for Catalogs 

Narragansett Machine Co. 
Providence, R. I., U. S. A. 

GYMNASIUM CONSTRUCTION. An Eighty-Page Book with Ninety Illustrations. Plans for Fourteen Gymnasiums. 

Information Regarding Running Tracks, Lockers, Games, Baths and Swimming Pools. For Directors, Architects and Building 

Committees. Write for It. 

If You Want Artistic Portraiture, Attractive Pictures and Views of the Land of the Sky, Get In 

Touch With 

THE BLUE RIDGE OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER 

THE PELTON STUDIOS 
ASHEVILLE NORTH CAROLINA 



ASK FOR “BLACK MOUNTAIN AUTO COMPANY” 
Authorized Service Autos for Blue Ridge—Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. 

Fare 40 Cents Each Wav 
•/ 

Office at 

BLUE RIDGE AND BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. 

BROWN BOOK COMPANY 
PATRONIZE 

OUR 
ADVERTISERS 

BOOKS, STATIONERY 

SOUVENIERS 

51 PATTON AVE., ASHEVILLE, N. C. 

We invite you to make our store headquarters when in 

Asheville. 

We believe we are a little better equipped and supplied, carry¬ 
ing a larger assortment of Higher Grade Products, 

giving a little Prompter and More Efficient 
Service, than any other Grocery 

House in Western North 
Carolina. 

“CAROLINA SPECIAL” 

Superior Milk Products 
Served Exclusively 

ASHEVILLE 
GROCERY COMPANY 

Wholesale Fancy Groceries 

Flour and Feed 

AT 

BLUE RIDGE 
CAROLINA CREAMERY COMPANY 

Asheville, N. C. 

Milk Products are Concentrated Nourishment 

ENGRAVED 
Wedding Invitations — 

Wedding Announcements — 
Ay Home Cards — 

Calling Cards, Etc. 

Write For Samples and Prices. 

WILLIAMS PRINTING COMPANY 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 



SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

A Professional School of Graduate Grade for Training Association Secretaries In All 
Departments of Work 

FOUR QUARTERS OF TWELVE WEEKS EACH. STUDENTS CAN ENTER AT OPENING OF ANY 

Ql TARTER WITHOUT HANDICAP 

Fourth Quarter—June 15-August 30 
Held at Blue Ridge, N. C. 

First Quarter—Sept. 27-Dec. 23, 1920 
Second Quarter—Jan. 3-March 21, 1921 
Third Quarter—March 22-June 6, 1921 

Held at Nashville, Tenn. 

Co-operation with George Peabody College for Teachers, Seaman A. Knapp School of Country Life, Vanderbilt 
University, Vanderbilt School of Religion, and Vanderbilt Medical College. 

Five special professors of the College assisted by the best teachers from all Nashville colleges, representing ten million 
dollars of endowment, at our disposal. 

College graduate can take advanced work in either Vanderbilt or Peabody while pursuing Association studies. Much 
of Association College courses will count toward Master’s Degree in these institutions. 

Special courses without degree for men who have equivalent of High School training but less than Sophomore work 
in college. 

For Full Details Write for Catalog 

Southern College of Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Wesley Hall, the present home of the Southern College. 

8LNS0N PRINTING CO.. NASHVILLE 




