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Make your plans now for the Alumni Reunion 
 

July 4 – 6th or 7th, 2008 
 

Everything you need to know to reserve your 
spot is included here. Welcome Home! ☺ 



 

  
 

 
 

Think back to those lazy days of summer in 
years past…when life was simpler…and come 

experience it all again this July with us! 



 
Take time to visit on the porch of Lee Hall as the sun is setting… 

 

 
…and remember what it’s like to laugh & play like your children!  



 
Share your summer memories like Joella Good Newberry… 

 

 
…or get a train going and bust a move out on the dance floor!  



 
 

 
Know that your children will have much to choose from, like this game of “I have never, 

ever, ever…”, compliments of Dennis friend, Eve White. 
 
 

 
And, the adults can always expect to win some sort of unique awards, like Leslie Dennis, 

Glenn Vernon, Ida Faye Oglesby, and Amy Gill did this past summer.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

There’s an ice cream social with the summer staff… 
 
 
 
 



 
…but never fear…there’s also plenty of exercise opportunities…like this game of “Poop 

Deck!”…for working off all those extra calories! 
 

 
Along with a ropes course for the brave at heart…no matter what your age.  



 

 
You have time for catching up with old friends like Megan & Abbey Patterson, Sarah 
Halterman, Debbie Owen, and Joanne Sawyer did while reminiscing about their good 

times in Weatherford Hall.  
 

 
Meanwhile…Rose Bennett gets another train going! ☺ 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
No matter what your age, fun will be had by all, like Jacob Dennis & Ann Weeks 

discovered as they give the dance floor a whirl!! ☺ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From lively gatherings at Lee Hall, like this one lead by Candy Sabato… 

 

 
…to sunsets shared, like this one with Jacob & Laura Grace Dennis… 



 
 

 
 
 

Come back to North Carolina this summer…to 
have fun…laugh…remember…and breathe.  

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

ALUMNI ENDOWMENT PASSES GOAL 
 

The Staff Alumni Association Endowment established by former staffers 
in 1990 to make the Association self-supporting has passed its original 
goal of $30,000.  The fund pays for the alumni mailings, meeting costs, 
and staff gift expenses without burdening the Assembly.  The fund had 
reached a little over $23,000 in early 2007 and several donors responded 
to an appeal during the year.  Contributions were received in 2007 from 
Ted McCoy, John Fain, Judy Schaefer (given in memory of John Gouger), 
Glenn Vernon, Valerie Andrews, Victoria Eyster Deem, Bill Wooten, and 
Richard and Leslie Dennis, bringing the fund to $25,421.  Then at the end 
of 2007 the endowment received a huge infusion of $18,355 from the 
Blue Ridge Assembly Board of Directors, who voted to turn over to our 
endowment the monies remaining after expenditures for the Centennial 
celebration.  That move put our endowment well over the top at 
$43,019.  At the winter planning meeting in February of this year, the 
officers and committee chairs agreed to set a new goal of $60,000 in 
order to better finance alumni activities.  The alumni’s other fund, the 
Collegiate Work-Study Endowment, founded in 1986 to finance summer 
college courses and other summer staff activities has also exceeded it 
original goal of $100,000 and now stands at about $150,000. 



 
In Memory of Ellen Nunn “Nunnie” Pepper 

Died on Tuesday, January 29, 2008 
 

 
Roger Hibbard, Ellen Pepper, Debbie Newman, and Jim Pepper 

Photo taken July 2006 
 
It is with great sadness that I let you know of my mother’s passing early 
this morning, Tuesday, January 29, 2008. 
  
Thank you for giving my mother such wonderful memories of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and the Blue Ridge Assembly. 
 
Take care, 
  
Jim Pepper…. 

 
(Obituary on following page) 

 
 
 



 
Dispatch to run: Wednesday and Thursday, January 30 & 31, 2008 
 
PEPPER 
 
Ellen Nunn “Nunnie” Pepper, age 78, longtime resident of Upper 
Arlington, passed away at her home on Tuesday, January 29, 2008 after a 
courageous battle with pancreatic cancer.  Preceded in death by her 
husband, William A. “Bill” Pepper; brother, Thomas M. Tarpley, Jr.; father, 
Thomas M. Tarpley, and mother, Rebecca A. Tarpley.  Survived by sons 
and daughter, William M. “Bill” Pepper of Hilliard, James E. “Jim” (Janette) 
Pepper of Upper Arlington, and Rebecca E. “Becki” (Daren) Horton of 
Farmers Branch, Texas, granddaughters, Ashley L. Pepper of Hilliard and 
Erica L. Pepper of Upper Arlington, step-grandson, Phillip A. Horton of 
Farmers Branch, Texas, sister-in-law, Jane R. Tarpley, of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, and nieces, Sally T. Nelson of Nashville, Tennessee and Betsy 
T. Lesher of Knoxville, Tennessee.  Also survived by childhood friend, 
Maud Butler Clemmons of Lebanon, Tennessee, and many longtime 
friends.  Also, her two precious cats, Brutus and Buckeye, who were by 
her side throughout her illness.  Born and raised in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee then moved to Columbus in 1949 when husband, Bill, began 
his career at WBNS-10TV.  Longtime member of Trinity United Methodist 
Church, member of the Rebecca Circle at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, and member of Daughters of the American Revolution.   She led 
several women in a weekly craft group for over 47 years, led and 
participated in many fund raising and other activities at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, served on the Board of the United Methodist Children’s 
Home for several years, volunteered at the Upper Arlington Labor Day 
Arts Festival, and worked at the local elections polls for many years.  She 
was an avid bridge player and enjoyed going to the Columbus Symphony 
and Picnic with the Pops.  Nunnie always thought of everyone and did 
many caring and nice things for other people throughout her life.  She 
was a person who wanted to give to other people and make other people 
feel welcome and happy.  She loved her family, friends, neighbors, and 
church family very much.  Nunnie loved to make sour dough bread, 
pumpkin bread, and peanut butter and chocolate buckeyes and give them 
to family and friends.  Calling hours are 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Friday, February 1, 2008 at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 
Zollinger Road.  Funeral Service will be held 10:00 a.m.  Saturday, 
February 2, 2008 at Trinity United Methodist Church, 1581 Cambridge 
Boulevard with Dr. Philip Brooks officiating . Interment to follow the 
service at Union Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, donations in Nunnie’s name 
may be made to Trinity United Methodist Church - Faith in the Future 
Campaign,  Columbus, Ohio 43212. 

 



 

Keeping Up 
 

 
 

 
 
One of the first responses I received after last year’s newsletter was published came 
from Ray & Lynn Turner (summer 1962). They thanked me for the great job, and said, 
“Blue Ridge gave Kim (Turner Burnett – summers ’86-’90) & Philip (Turner – summers 
’88-’91) a great start in life.” And, they attached the photo below taken on their 40th 
Anniversary in 2004. I told them I would be sure to include it in the newsletter this year. 
So…here you go! Awesome photo by the way!! 
 

 
Ray & Lynn Turner 

 

 
 
Herb Williams, 1995, is currently living in Nashville, TN with his wife, Amy and their two 
children.   Herb is the curator of the Rymer Art Gallery and was recently featured in the 
American Airlines In-Flight Magazine.  Said of Herb by the author, “Sculptor Herb 
Williams takes art to a colorful new level with crayons (yes, crayons).”  Check out Herb’s 
website, www.herbwilliamsart.com, and read the American Airlines article!  You can view 
some of his crayon sculptures as well.  You just may want to contact him for a sculpture 
of your own! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.herbwilliamsart.com/


 
Joe Paslay and wife, Beth, are living in Warren, Arkansas with their two children, Justin 
and Emily.  Joe is currently the CEO of the Donald W. Reynolds YMCA of Warren & 
Bradley County.  Joe writes: 
 
“I love my job most days and know that without question the YMCA makes a difference 
in the lives of thousands of individuals and families every day.  I feel honored to be in 
this work.  I probably owe it to my time at Blue Ridge under the leadership of men like 
Mr. Washburn and Roger Hibbard…they provided a good example of what it means to be 
men of integrity and faith.  I miss my old friends from Blue Ridge and hope that one of 
these days our paths will cross once again.  I sometimes reflect back to the “Mountain” 
and the life lessons we all gained from working and playing at that special place known 
simply as “Blue Ridge”.  Without question I would not be the man I am today had I not 
spent the summers working alongside some of the most wonderful people in the world.  
Where else can you say that you had a blast while 150 of your closest friends cheered 
you on while you scrubbed a toilet and put hospital corners on the beds of Robert E. Lee 
Hall on one of those incredible “change days” back in the “good ole days”.  I know I am 
only 46 years old but those summers were wonderful and cherished memories for me.  
Thank you for being one of those “friends are friends forever…if the Lord’s the Lord of 
them” friends from our young adult years.  Yes…Dorothy was almost right when she 
said…”there’s no place like home”…If she had ever gone to Blue Ridge she would have 
said…”there’s no place like home except Blue Ridge”…So with all that said and a happy 
tear on my cheek, I simply say…it’s good to hear from you and I look forward to 
meeting your wonderful family one of these days up on the Mountain.” 
 
Joe P.  jpaslaydwrymca@sbcglobal.net
 

 

 
Alumni gift to Blue Ridge Staff: a NEW ping pong table!!! ☺ 

 
 

mailto:jpaslaydwrymca@sbcglobal.net


 
 
Staff Alumni participating in mission trips this past year: 
 
In April, Allison Jackson went on a mission trip with 5 others to Cairo, Egypt to help 
educate medical professionals about CPR and first aid.   In March, Richard Dennis went 
on a mission trip to India with 4 other men. 
 

 
 

 
Debbie Thurston Owens, Robert & Bailey 

 
Debbie Thurston Owens has recently purchased a new house. 

 
 

 
Scott Mueller is living in Windsor, Connecticut with his wife, Kathy, and their 3 children.  
Scott works for the state as a psychologist at the secure facility for juvenile delinquent 
boys (teens). 
 

 



 
 

 
Tug of War…always a favorite!!!  

 
 
Louvert Breckenridge would like to locate or hear from any staff from 1964.  Blue Ridge 
was a life-changing experience for me. My email is ltravisc@gmail.com.  I am now a 
Writer/Producer.  I've done (4) television series and I now write, produce and manage 
entertainers in the industry. 
 
The series that I wrote and produced are: 
 
"Tour of Duty" ,CBS 
"A Man Called Hawk", ABC 
"Urban Angel", CBS Late night 
"Siren". ABC & Syndicated 
I also wrote and produced the TNT Movie, "The Court Martial of Jackie Robinson". 
 

 
 

ATTENTION…ATTENTION…ATTENTION: 
 
Were you aware that the Alumni Association began an archives 
room many years ago?   This room houses the century old 
photos of Blue Ridge’s beginnings along with anything else 
related to Blue Ridge.  All of the photos, letters, slides, books, 
movies, VHS tapes, and DVDs are kept in this room and are in 
need of some attention.  If you are someone who enjoys 
organizing and cataloging information, the Blue Ridge Archives 
Room needs you!  Contact Ann Weeks at 
ann_weeks@bellsouth.net  or 828-669-1012 and she will tell 
you how you can help! 
 

 
 

mailto:ltravisc@gmail.com
mailto:ann_weeks@bellsouth.net


 
 
 

 
Juli Gerken & Ruby at Disney 

 

 
 
A message from Linda Ferstl (summer 1966): 
 
“Sorry I missed the reunion again. 
  
“I do wish for some addresses of former Blue Ridge "er"s of the summer of 1966.  Wow.  
That sounds like a movie.” 
  
Thanks, 
Linda Ferstl 
701 Shea Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A message from Tamy Kittendorf (summer 1990): 

Hey Leslie! 

“Don't know if you remember me from wayyy back in 1990, but thought I'd give you a 
small update on what's happened since then.   

I am the proud single mother of a 13 year old son, volunteered as a Cub Scout Leader 
from August 2003 -- March 2006 during a period of unemployment, and started 
volunteering for my local American Red Cross Chapter in July 2005 (during Hurricane 
Dennis) before becoming a staff member that October.  I resigned as an Cub Scout 
Leader when my son crossed over to the Boy Scout Troop due to the increased time 
commitment to Red Cross.   

I am presently still with the American Red Cross Capital Area Chapter (Tallahassee, 
Florida) as a Disaster Mitigation Specialist.  Along with this staff position, I still do 
volunteer work that includes assisting the Chief Operations Officer with various 
assignments, dispatching Disaster Action Teams after-hours, and performing duties as a 
Logistics Invoice Review Supervisor during disasters.   

My most recent accomplishment was working as an Invoice Review Supervisor on a 
statewide level for the Florida Wildfires back in May.  I was responsible for reviewing and 
approving all invoices for that disaster relief operation before they were submitted to 
the American Red Cross National Headquarters.  I am currently in training for a Manager 
position (local disaster operations only) in this function.   

Unfortunately, I can't attend the Reunions due to the time of year (Hurricane Season) and 
the fact that I have an annual event that I already attend in September (also during the 
Season).  I'm fortunate to be allowed to attend one weekend event during the Season, 
pending any storms that may pop up, but wouldn't be able to request time off for a 
second event.  That's why I thought I'd send a quick note, in case y'all keep track of what 
various alumni are doing.” 

 

 

Do you remember having to paint these structures? ☺ 



 

 

 

Merry Christmas from the Nightingales! 

Our family's first full year in the USA has been a great adventure. From 'tubing' down the 
river, to kayaking alongside dolphins and manatees, to camping with the Boy Scouts, 
we've kept ourselves busy. I won't try to tell you everything that our family has been up 
to this year, but I will say we are especially enjoying the outdoors.  

As some of you will already know, we are heading back to England for New Year, and 
hope to get to see some of you there. For those that we don't get to see, we hope to see 
you in the near future.  

We love getting Christmas cards as much as the next person, but in an attempt to be a 
little bit 'green' we are sending out an e-card this year. Thank you to everyone that has 
already sent us cards, it is always great to hear from family and friends!  

All our love, 

Ray, Kathryn, Brandon and Luke  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Here’s a pictorial message from Julie Orr Watkins: 
 
Hope you are doing well. Enjoy the pictures. 
  
Merry Christmas 
  
Julie Watkins 
Center Director 
Snow Mountain Ranch, YMCA of the Rockies 
P.O. Box 169 
Winter Park, CO 80482 
970-887-2152 ext 4101 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(continued next page) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ready for the climb!!!!  



 

A message from Renee Richard Snider: 

June 18, 2007: 

Leslie, 
 
“Every year I think next year will be the year I make it back to Blue Ridge for the reunion 
and every year there’s something that prohibits me from doing it.  This year I’m happy 
to tell you that I have a great reason for not making it…our brand new son Jacob Aaron 
Snider.  Finally after all these years.  Please feel free to share our news and pictures with 
others.  Have a great reunion.” 
 

 
 
January 2, 2008 
 
“Wow how your children have grown up.  What a beautiful family.  I failed miserably this 
year on any kind of Christmas/New Years correspondence.  I’ll use the excuse that I 
have a baby, a full time job and I’m currently finishing up full time residency to 
complete my PhD.  Other than that…no good excuses! I’ve attached our recent family 
photo…hopefully Richard won’t be too offended by the LSU theme.” 
  
Renee Richard Snider 
Associate Director for Operations 
Residential Life 
Louisiana State University 

(Photos continued next page) 
 



 
Joel, Renee, and Jacob Snider 

 

 
 
ALUMNI WEDDING 
 
Katherine Anne Kidd and Jon Christopher Reese were married on Saturday, Sept. 1, 2007 
in an outdoor ceremony beside the pond of her father's home in Milledgeville, GA. 
Katherine creates custom sterling silver jewelry (kkidddesigns.com), and Jon teaches 
journalism and broadcast video at Decatur (GA) High School. 
 
 

(See photo next page) 

 

http://kkidddesigns.com/


 

 

Katherine Anne Kidd and Jon Christopher Reese on their wedding day 

September 1, 2007 

 



 

 

A message from Becky Becherer (summer 1989): 

January 17, 2008: 

“With the new year, many of us resolve to make personal changes.  This year, I have set 
a goal to walk in a marathon, for which I will train for about 7 months!  I have decided to 
join a great organization and link my personal efforts with fund raising for a worthy 
cause.  Working with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Team in Training program, 
my goal is to raise $3900 by May 23, 2008 so that I am eligible to complete the 
26.2mile marathon in San Diego this June. 

 
 
”As many of you know, my father was diagnosed with chronic myelogenous leukemia in 
1989 and died from that disease in 1992.  Through developments in research since that 
time, his type of leukemia is now curable in many cases.  In my 12-year career as a 
pediatrician, I have twice experienced having to inform a family their child had 
leukemia.  The first, diagnosed in 2002, is now in remission, a happy and healthy high 
school student.  The second child suffered greatly with his disease for two years before 
dying in 2007 at the age of three.  It is to these children and their families whom I know 
well that I dedicate this effort.   They have sustained so much pain, both physically and 
emotionally, far beyond what I can imagine.  These personal experiences give me 
motivation to support research, which is making a huge difference in the treatment and 
outcome for many patients living with blood diseases.” 

 

May 4, 2008: 

“Somehow, it is already May!  Only a few more weeks before the trip to San Diego for the 
Rock 'n Roll marathon, where I will complete my walking season by walking 13.1 miles.  
On April 26th, I joined 12,000 others to run/walk 13.1 miles in the Derby mini-marathon 
here in Louisville. What a great experience!  It was a bit exhausting, but worth it! The 
latest numbers on fund raising are nearing $200,000 for our local Team in Training!  
This money will go a long way to help find cures for leukemias and lymphomas.” 

 

 

 



Wrapping Up the 2007 Alumni Reunion 

 

Summer Reunion 2007: 
 

Saturday, July 7th

 
Richard Dennis welcomed everyone. Richard welcomed Roger Hibbard and Elaine 
Godfrey. 
 
Roger’s Update- Last year was our centennial year. Check out the large dining room as 
there are pictures from the decades, which will always be a part of our collection. Blue 
Ridge is in the process of fixing and restoring the green rockers. Blue Ridge did a DVD 
for the centennial. (There aren’t copies for sale now as we only have a master copy.) Two 
family lodges, built in 2004, have been booked solid since the day they opened. A third 
lodge built in 2007 has also booked every day since opening. Blue Ridge is now looking 
at George and Martha for renovations and to create rooms with private baths or a couple 
with shared baths and some kitchen amenities such as refrigerators and microwaves, as 
well as winterizing it.  The Board of Directors will look at this in the next couple of 
weeks. Site preps were $140,000 for the 2nd lodge as it is up past the amphitheatre. 
Endowment proceeds are currently being used for summer staff- especially the college 
prep-course, chaplain and international programs and staff. Any remaining money from 
the centennial (est. at $120,000) will go to the staff alumni endowment-per the board’s 
vote back in March. 
 
 



 
Roger Hibbard updating the alumni at the 2007 reunion.  



 
Elaine Godfrey giving an update at the 2007 alumni reunion. 

 
Elaine’s Update-(Staff Development Director-been here 7 years) Last year all staff were 
combined in Weatherford Hall.  Blue Ridge is busy year round now.  We have had to hire 
more local staff.  Blue Ridge fed 892 people last week.  Six international staff (for the 
summer) were denied visas this year.  We have 70 staff on grounds/50% International 
and 50% USA.  We have eleven countries represented this year.  Summer credit course  



 
this year is Principles of Management and has 11 participants.  We have one 
Ambassador this year who is going to the Sioux YMCA. Only USA staff now can apply for 
international ambassadorships. Blue Ridge is looking for new ideas for this program. 
Staff now get paid $7.00 per hour and paid $100.00 for their room. There is a new 
recreation center at the bottom of the hill near the fork in the road.  Blue Ridge is 
looking at renting it out. Christmas in July stopped last year because of the large 
number of the conferences all summer long and having troubles getting the staff off 
work. They do bible studies and worship services at various times and days.  One of the 
alumni present suggested setting a quiet time. Example: (7am, for a couple of minutes 
of quiet time for prayer, thoughts, etc.) where everyone would just stop what they were 
doing for just a couple of minutes. 
 
*Program Department (Peggy Echols) has graciously decided not to charge us for 
tonight’s activities.  A big thank you goes out to her. 
 
*D.K.  Hopkins is graciously giving a copy of his book to any alumni that want one this 
weekend. If you want is autographed the cost is $10 and all proceeds go to the Alumni 
Association. 
 
We went around the room and everyone introduced themselves: name, years worked and 
shared a fond memory of their time at Blue Ridge.Summer 2008 is a 2 or 3 
night/weekend option. It will be the weekend of July 4th. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Scott Melton, Anita, Jordan & Wesley 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
D.K. Hopkins showcasing his book, Luv & Hugs. 

 

 
 
 

 



Meeting Minutes 

Winter Planning Meeting – Saturday, March 1, 2008 

 

Alumni Present:
 

Tim McCoy 
Ted McCoy 

Leslie Dennis 
Richard Dennis 

Julie Gerken 
Megan Patterson 

Glenn Vernon 
Elaine Godfrey-BRA 

Laura Vernon 
Ann Weeks 
Lynn Deese 

 
Jennifer Kanipe sends her best. She was unable to come due to the recent passing of her 
mother. Leslie and Richard were blessed. They missed the tornadoes that hit Prattville, 
AL and only had minor damage to their home. 
 
Constitution- We added a historian position. We would like to see a summer staff 
representative attend the winter planning meeting. Ted McCoy requested that we make 
an amendment to the Staff Alumni Association Endowment to add, and to continue to 
support fund raising to a goal of $60,000. Ann Weeks seconded that motion. This will 
be voted on at the summer meeting. 
 
Treasurer Report- given by Ted McCoy 
 
Collegiate Work Study- $149,244.00 currently supports summer director college course 
and activities for staff. 
Endowment Fund- $43,775.00…This includes donations from individuals and donations 
from the centennial ($18,354.00). We are now self-supporting! 
Operating Fund- We had 3 expenditures – Our mailing, ping pong table (staff gift), and 
one other in May. Currently - $2,472.00. 
 
Constitution Con’t- Elaine was asked to nominate someone to be a summer staff 
representative for the winter planning meeting. A movement was made to strike “up to a 
limit of $100” under the summer staff representative travel costs. As far as the historian 
position goes, Leslie asked to what extent could someone go into archives and assist 
with helping to organize and coordinate. Elaine said she would be happy to approach 
them (Blue Ridge), and see to what extent we could come into archives and help with 
organizing. Ann Weeks offered to help wherever she came. Ann Weeks will help with 
organizing people to help on the archives project as well.  The staff alumni group would 
like to see the archives moved to a more environmentally friendly place where they can 
be viewed. Richard made a motion to present our changes on the constitution to our 
summer meeting. Ted second the motion. All ayes, none opposed.  
 

(continued next page) 
 



State of Officer to be presented this summer: 
 
President - Jennifer Kanipe 
Vice President – Ray Nightingale or Julie Gerken (both were recommended by the board 
& both will be      approached) 
Second Vice President – Leslie Dennis 
Historian – Ann Weeks 
Recorder- Megan Patterson 
Treasurer – Ted McCoy 
These officer positions to be voted on this summer. 
 
Summer Planning – July 4-7. We do have a 2-3 night option. It will be BRC or Asheville. 
Friday night will be the July 4th and there will be activities and fireworks in Black 
Mountain along w/ a street dance.  Main street does a 4th of July parade in the am. Friday 
evening dinner will not be included, but you can buy a meal ticket if you want. Everyone 
went around and threw out options. Elaine will check into availability of the indoor 
climbing wall and linear ropes course in the pavilion. We talked about having a cook out 
near the pool, possible line dancing and movie at the pool. We also discussed doing an 
ice cream social down at Weatherford again. Keep ice cream social at 8:45pm.  
 
          Rock Wall/Linear Ropes…in the afternoon (3-until) 
          Dinner in the dining hall (6pm) Robertson Room 
          Dodge ball in the evening (7:15-8:30pm) Pavilion 
          Ice Cream Social and staff gift presentation (8:45pm) 
          Sonny on Sunday am for devotions. 
 
A $10.00 per adult has been added in for those staying on-grounds at Blue Ridge. Do we 
want to build this in for “locals” as a facility fee? Tim was asking if we could break it up 
as a Saturday vs. Sunday package for those off grounds. There was agreement to add 
$10.00 facility /activity fee for those off grounds.  This facility/activity fee goes back 
into the BRAAA fund. 
      
Mailing – If you need to do something for the newsletter, please get it to Leslie in 2-3 
weeks. Debbie Newman will do the newsletter for us again. Debbie is looking to 
interview someone for a highlight/spotlight for the newsletter. Please let us know if you 
have any suggestions. Aim for April to get newsletter out and post card out. 
 
BRA Update: 
 
Elaine’s Update – BRA is desperate for desktop computers for the staff. One is out and 
not working and one is very, very slow! Weatherford and Younts are wireless. Actually, 
the whole mountain is now wireless. Sometimes BRA has troubles with the connection 
with charter, but it is being worked on. BRA only has 2 computers, one works somewhat 
and the other is just to slow. 
 
The CD did not happen last year due to a computer crashed. We still want that to 
happen this year. 
 
Martha and George have been leveled. Family lodge 3 will be going in there. It will be 
more kid friendly. They did save the columns from out front. 
 
BRA is going to Activate America. BRA is starting with the menu board and is including  

 
(continued next page) 

 



 
 
the nutritional values, healthier snacks at breaks and in the vending machines. Maps 
include calories burned on the trails and signage will be placed on grounds as well. 
Limited smoke areas at BRA. Beginning 1/1/09 BRA will be smoke free, including 
vehicles. 
 
Blue Ridge is working with Richard Sentell on website updates. Richard is the IT person 
for BRA.  
 
Blue Ridge has both volunteer opportunities and recruiting on line. This Monday, March 
3rd 2-7pm, BRA is hosting a fair for staffing. Local colleges and universities have been 
invited to come as well. 

Summer Gift – It was recommended that we spend $500.00. BRA needs computers! Does 
anyone have updated computers that they would like to donate to BRA? If so, please 
contact Elaine Godfrey at Blue Ridge Assembly at (828)669-8422. 

 

 

Megan Hamby Patterson, Jason & Abbey 

 



 

 

Bobby and Beth Westbrook 

 

 

The Dennis boys listen carefully to instructions.  

 



Official News From Blue Ridge Executives 

By Melissa Logan, Development Director 

Family Lodge III…the Assembly's latest venture 
 
As you are aware, Blue Ridge has carried forward a number of fund-raising activities 
aimed at enhancing its facilities for year-round use and increasing endowment funds 
which provide perpetual funding for building maintenance and program expansion.  
Currently, the Assembly is extending a family lodge concept with a proven success 
record.   
 
Family lodges were designed to meet the needs of families, extended families and 
groups wishing to create a sense of family with their conferences and retreats.  The 
success of this endeavor has been overwhelming.  Since the dedication of our first 
family lodge in March 2004 and the addition of a second in February 2007, we have 
served 214 groups as follows:  41 family reunions (19%), 78 adult conference groups 
(36%), 75 youth conference groups (35%), 20 family conferences other than reunions 
(10%).  Utilization has been, for the most part, by new groups, not groups moving from 
another Assembly facility to the family lodge.   
 
Our first family lodge was completed for $650,000, under $90 per square foot.  In 
preparing for family lodge II, we anticipated escalating construction and building 
materials' costs.  While we experienced higher costs in those areas, the greatest 
differences between our first two family lodges came for site preparation, water, sewer, 
sprinkler and water system engineering – all new requirements since 2004.  Cost for our 
second family lodge totaled $900,000, $123 per square foot – a 37% increase.   
 
Our experience with this second family lodge has prompted us to examine carefully 
plans for a third lodge.  Martha and George Washington Halls are wood frame buildings 
built in the 1920s.  Washington Halls have two floors and are divided into wings – 
Martha and George.  Each wing accommodates 16 to 24 guests with a community bath.  
Washington Halls are neither heated nor air conditioned.  These underutilized seasonal 
facilities accommodate youth conferences four weeks each summer.  Currently, the Halls 
possess none of the amenities desired by twenty-first century guests, even youth.   
 
With renovation as our initial thought, Blue Ridge hired a contractor to assess the 
structures.  The result, renovations were going to cost $250,000 more than to build 
new.  Martha and George's problems with drainage, the water system and insulation 
would not be alleviated with renovations-Blue Ridge would still have an old seasonal 
building with related problems.  The decision was made to raze Washington Halls and 
utilize the site for a third lodge.   
 
With all utilities' connections in place, Blue Ridge will incur minimal site preparation.  
The new construction will resemble Washington Halls with the tall portico and columns.  
Our desire is to salvage the columns and use them in the new lodge.  The floor plan for 
this lodge includes 23 bedrooms with private bath capable of hosting approximately 88 
youth and adults.  Transforming Washington Halls to a lodge available 365 days a year 
with heat/air conditioning will enable Blue Ridge to impact more lives-1,800 more lives.  
Blue Ridge will move from serving 288 youth in summer to serving more than 2,100 
guests throughout the year.   
 



Of the $1,250,000 needed for the project, $912,077 has been underwritten in cash and 
pledges.  An anonymous foundation has made a $250,000 challenge grant for the 
construction of the Assembly's third family lodge.  Terms of the grant require securing 
the remaining $350,000 necessary to complete this $1.25 million project.   
 
We ask you to go the extra mile with us to capture this challenge grant!  To contribute, 
please contact Development Director Melissa B. Logan at 828.210.8459 or 
mblogan@ymcabra.org.        
 

 
This is what Family Lodge 1 looks like. 

 
From Elaine Godfrey, Staff Development Director:
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
There are plenty of opportunities for volunteers at YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly.   Our 
volunteers serve on a year round basis in departments such as:  conference services, 
craft shop & child care, food service, gift shop, guest services, housekeeping, 
maintenance and the pool.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Elaine 
Godfrey at (828) 210-8454 or via email at egodfrey@ymcabra.org. 

2008 SUMMER STAFF  

Each summer, approximately 80 college-age men and women live and work at Blue 
Ridge as members of the conference center staff.  The purpose of the Assembly is to 
provide a safe, nurturing facility that allows conferees an opportunity to learn and grow. 
Our purpose in employing collegiate staff is to serve the conference guests and to 
provide the opportunity for the personal development of each staff member through an 
integrated program of work, study, recreation and worship in a Christian atmosphere.  

If you know someone that you would like to recommend for YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly 
2008 summer staff, please contact Elaine Godfrey at (828) 210-8454 or via email at 
egodfrey@ymcabra.org.  Additional information, including available positions and the 
application process, may be accessed on our website at www.blueridgeassembly.org. 
 

mailto:mblogan@ymcabra.org
mailto:egodfrey@ymcabra.org
http://www.blueridgeassembly.org/


 
 

 
Bill & Susan Wooten 

 

 
 

 
Salsa dancing demos by the reigning summer staff.  

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Ann Weeks, Richard & Nancy Weeks, and Jarrell Dickey 

 

 
 

 
The Wootens…rocking their life away up at Lee Hall.  

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
Forrest Dennis with best friend, Richard White.  

 
 



 
 

 

 
Victoria Eyster Deem, Bob & Annalee 

 

 
 

 
BRA staff enjoys some time off to climb.  

 
 



2008 Alumni Reunion Schedule 
July 4-6 

FRIDAY 
 Registration: BRC Lobby, 4-5:30 PM (Once checked in, congregate on 

Lee Hall Porch)  
 Dinner on your own:  July 4th Celebration in Black Mountain.  There will 

be street vendors and the restaurants will be busy so eat early!  
 Dark:  July 4th Fireworks in Black Mountain! 

 
SATURDAY 

 8:00 AM:  Breakfast  
 9:15 AM:  Photo Session TBA – Bring all your family and friends & 

gather for our official Alumni photo.  Please be prompt! 
 Meet & Greet Session to follow photo in the Region Room in the Blue 

Ridge Center.  Special awards will be given for oldest alumni, those 
that traveled the farthest, etc.  We will also hear about happenings at 
Blue Ridge! 

 12:30 PM:  Lunch  
         Afternoon free to enjoy your favorite Blue Ridge activity  

 1:30-5:30: Craft Shop hours 
 2:30:  Linear ropes and/or rock wall available in Pavilion.  More 

information will be available at check-in. 
 6:00 PM:  Dinner in Robertson Dining Room in BRC. 
 7:00-8:30 PM:  Games in old Gym.  Dodge ball will be played so 

practice your dodging skills!  Other games will be played as well.  Come 
enjoy a fun, competitive form of visiting! 

 8:45 PM:   Ice Cream Social @ Weatherford Hall, hosted and served 
by the Alumni Association.  Alumni Gift presentation to be made at 
the ice cream social.  Music and dancing to follow ice cream, led by 
Blue Ridge staffers.   

SUNDAY 
 8:00 AM Breakfast in Robertson Room II.  Sonny Hargrove, 

         full-time chaplain at BRA, will provide a devotional. 
  
Schedule SubjectTo Change At A Moment’s Notice! 

 



Staff Alumni Association 2008 

Reunion Weekend Registration Form 
 

Friday, July 4 – Sunday, July 6, 2007 
Or 

Friday, July 4 – Monday, July 7, 2007 
 

Arrival Date:   Friday, July 4  
Check-In Time: 3:00 pm 

Departure Date:  Sunday, July 6 or Monday, July 7    
       Check-Out Time: 10:00 am 
 

*  2 & 3 night packages include Breakfast, Saturday – Breakfast, 
Sunday. (4 meals)  Note:  Ages 2 & under are free, Ages 3-12 are considered children  

Participants may purchase individual meal tickets for Friday or Sunday suppers and any 
meals on Monday, if they so desire.  

………………………………………………… 
Step 1: Please print the information requested below 
 
Name:________________________________Spouse:__________________________

_ 
 
Address: __________________________________Email:_______________________ 
 

City: ________________State: _________ 
Zip:________Phone:__________________ 

 
Departure Date:  Sunday__________ or Monday_________  
 
What years were you employed on the Blue Ridge Staff? 
______________________________ 
 
 
Accommodations Requested (see prices below): 
 
Asheville Hall _______  Lee Hall w/bath ______ 
 
Total Number in party __________ Names and ages of children:  
 
1) ____________________    3) ______________________  
2) ________________________  4) _______________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
ASHEVILLE HALL  

3 Night Packages, includes 4 Meals 
Totals 

Per 
Person 

 
 
 Single Rate/Per Person $176.50 

Double Rate/Per Person $118.00 
Extra Adult (3rd or 4th person) $  85.00  
Extra Child (3rd or 4th person) $  41.25 
  

ASHEVILLE HALL 
2 Night Packages, includes 4 Meals 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 Single Rate/Per Person $133.00 
 Double Rate/Per Person $  94.00 
 Extra Adult (3rd or 4th person) $  72.00 
 Extra Child (3rd or 4th person) $  33.50 
    ROBERT E. LEE HALL   3 Night Package, includes 4 meals  Single Rate/Per Person $133.00  Double Rate/Per Person $  89.50  

   
ROBERT E. LEE HALL  

2 Night Package, includes 4 meals 
 

Single Rate/Per Person $104.00 
Double Rate/Per Person $  75.00 
  

AREA COMMUTER  
Sat. supper only (Adult) $  21.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sat. supper only (Child) $    5.75  
Please include any other pertinent information below.  For example, if you have a 
roommate preference, if you have special physical needs or if you would like 
adjoining rooms, please indicate that below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to Leslie Dennis 
1856 Seasons Drive 
Prattville, AL  36066 

Email questions to Leslie @ richardleslie07@bellsouth.net 
334-365-7294 

 



 

Glenn & Elizabeth Vernon 

 

Toxic Waste game. 

 



 

Mary Ellen Fawcett 

 

Amy Bryan Gill & Bill 

 



 

Joe Pitard, Carole, James, Joseph & Catie 

 

Joanne Sawyer & Sarah Halterman 



 

Ida Faye Oglesby & Glen 

 

 

New friends, Catie Pitard & Laura Grace Dennis 

 

 

 



 

Tommy Scott Gilmore 

 

 

Frank & Jan Harper 

 



 

 

 

 

Joe Pitard’s family: Carole, James, Joseph & Catie 

 

 

 

 



 

Richard Dennis & his climbing team. 

 



 

Visiting with BRA staff in Weatherford Hall.  

 

 

Even the tiniest enjoy the dance! ☺ 

 

 

More Tug of War!!! 

 



 

As they say, “that’s all folks” for this year’s newsletter! I hope you’ve enjoyed catching 
up on all the latest news from The Ridge. And, I hope you’re planning on joining us all 
there this summer for the fun and festivities!  

The photo above was taken last week at my Citizens Fire Academy class. Yep, that’s me! 
Debbie Newman (summer staff 1989). I’ve always dreamed of being a firefighter, and 
now I’ve gotten my chance to try it out without having to totally change careers…and 
I’m loving it…much to my Mom’s dismay!  

With that, I’ll sign off for this year. I wish you all the best for the upcoming summer 
season and throughout the rest of the year. Be safe!!! 

Make plans now to reserve your spot for the 
Summer 2008 Alumni Reunion Weekend!! 

July 4th – 6th/7th  

Black Mountain,  North Carolina 

 


	In Memory of Ellen Nunn “Nunnie” Pepper
	Died on Tuesday, January 29, 2008
	PEPPER
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