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Make your plans now for the Alumni Reunion 
 

July 6 – July 8th or 9th, 2007 
 

Everything you need to know to reserve your 
spot is included here! ☺ 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
The Alumni Association is in need of 

$7,000 and YOU can make it 
happen!!!! 

 
Did you know that the Alumni Association has its own 

Endowment Fund that was created to help fund the operating 
expenses of the Association?? 

 
Well, now you know!!  And we are currently only $7,000 from our 

original $30,000 goal! 
Our Endowment Fund spins off money that goes into the alumni 

operating fund.  The operating fund is used to fund the programming 
for the summer alumni reunions, the mailings that are sent out each 

spring, and the staff gift given each year on behalf of the Staff Alumni. 
 

Please consider making a donation to this fund today and helping your 
Alumni Association to reach their goal!  You can send a check to YMCA 

Blue Ridge Assembly and mark it Alumni Endowment.   
 

Another great giving opportunity is now available online on this 
website!  You can give to the Alumni Endowment by simply 

clicking on the link on the Alumni homepage and having your 
credit card handy.  Just be sure to indicate in the “Comments” 

section of the payment information that you want your 
donation to go to the Alumni Endowment Fund!   

 
Let’s see if we can raise this $7,000 by the reunion date in 

July!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



An Interview With Philip Turner (1988 – 1991) 
Written by Debbie Newman 

 
Interconnectedness. That’s what lead me to contact Philip Turner (summers ’88-’91) 
for an interview for this year’s newsletter.  
 
Frank “Chappie” Deese had died early this year, and I asked Leslie Horn Dennis who 
I might interview for a better glimpse into Chappie’s life. She suggested a few names 
but said Philip had sent Lynn Deese, Chappie’s wife, a card telling her what an 
impact Chappie had on his life. The journalist in me saw a story and went off in 
search of it! 
 
I never knew Chappie or Lynn, but I had worked with Philip’s sister, Kim Turner 
Burnett (summers ’86-’90), at the Front Desk in 1989. And I had kept up with Philip 
thru his work in Campus Crusade for Christ. When Leslie suggested Philip, I knew 
that by connecting with him and hearing his story I would be able to connect more 
with Chappie & Lynn. I hope you will too! 
 
Philip first met Chappie the summer of 1990 and had the opportunity of 
conversations, Bible studies, as well as one-on-one time to meet with him. All of this 
combined with Chappie’s approachable, understanding, and authentic nature worked 
well to help guide the high-strung, young man he was back then, Philip said.  
 

 
Philip Turner and Frank “Chappie” Deese 

 
Chappie was a retired Army chaplain, very laid back, and a total “grandpa package”. 
Philip remembers people coming to Chappie all the time and said he was the 
counselor of the mountain. Chappie made everyone feel loved and accepted and the 
influence on Philip’s life was profound --- emotionally, mentally, and spiritually.  
 
When asked why he thought Chappie had such an impact on people, Philip said it 
was because Chappie attracted others by consistently accepting people for who and 
where they were in life. Chappie’s genuineness permeated his life. “His faith in Christ 
and desire to have others come to know Him was such an integral part of who he 
was and, I think, why others were so drawn to and comforted by him,” Philip said.  
 
I wondered if Chappie’s influence had been passed on to the college students Philip 
had the opportunity to work with thru Campus Crusade. “Yes, absolutely!” Philip 
said. 
 
“I met Chappie at a pivotal point in my life. The lessons he taught me were how to 
model acceptance and appreciation of people by listening to them, smiling, and being 
happy to see them. Chappie exuded that. It helps drop your defenses even if you’re 
not really that aware of it. You feel valued. You realize there is a story to your life.”  



 
And that’s what Philip continues to pass on to those he meets along the way today. 
It was Chappie’s visible faith in the Lord that had such a tremendous impact on 
Philip.   
 
I asked Philip to share some of his favorite memories of Chappie & Lynn Deese. He 
talked about how Lynn overhauled the Store by bringing in products personalized 
specifically for Blue Ridge and what a great change that was.  
 
As for Chappie, he remembers often hearing him say, “Come on over here, Philip, 
and give me a hug!” Philip said it’s hard to pass up such love & acceptance being 
offered so freely and with such warmth.  
 
Philip also talked about how you can see people day in and day out without realizing 
what talent they have. He remembers Chappie playing the guitar and belting out 
country songs. 
 
I can picture this man I never knew sitting on the porch of Lee Hall with a crowd 
gathered round --- such fun, such warmth. I wish I had known Frank “Chappie” 
Deese. Sounds like a great guy! 
 
 

 
Chappie pictured with Philip, Takahiro Obata & Dennis Knight 

 
 
Philip and his older sister Kim made their way to Blue Ridge thru the encouragement 
of their parents, Ray & Lynn Turner (summer 1962). Philip would visit Kim at Blue 
Ridge while he was still in high school. Following her there seemed to be a good fit. 
He said he owes Kim much gratitude in helping to make his path to Blue Ridge a 
smooth transition. 

 

 
Senior Staff Program Team 1991 

Front row: Laura Reeves, Mary Lowe, Maria Gulyas 
Back Row: Robert Cone, Wayne Whitaker, Philip Turner, Patrick Enfinger 



 
 
When asked what the biggest influence was that Blue Ridge had on his life, Philip 
said, “Outside of the strong friendships I was able to create, it was the introduction 
to other cultures and countries. Growing up in a small Virginia town, I didn’t have 
exposure to such things. You really get to know people as you work alongside them. 
I was an Ambassador to Japan in 1990 with Cari Duane. Those friendships formed on 
that trip sparked an ongoing love for the country and its people. On a Christian 
Missionary Outreach trip with Campus Crusade to Osaka, Japan in 2000 & 2001, I 
met my wife, Wendy, who was from Alaska.” 
 
 
Philip & Wendy have been married for four years now. They live in Orlando, Florida, 
where Philip is doing part-time IT consulting work. But, they’re hoping to move to 
Raleigh, North Carolina soon.  
 
 

 

 
 

Philip & Wendy Turner 
 
 
 
Speaking of work, I asked Philip to share his favorite and his least favorite task or 
job at Blue Ridge. Favorite task was packing up the 1972 blue Program Department 
pick-up truck with as many people as possible and driving all around the mountain. 
He remembers getting busted by Rich Gapen for his crazy driving once, too! And the 
least favorite task was cleaning out the trash houses on the property. All together 
now --- “EWWWWWWWW!!” 

 
 
 



 
 

When asked if there were any fun things he’d like to share with his fellow Blue Ridge 
alums, he said that he still had all his red & blue staff badges. He even has a rogue 
badge that reads “Odessa” made specifically for him by Becky Hood Becherer when 
she got unauthorized access to the badge-making machine! ☺ 
 
 
As for favorite memories of his time at Blue Ridge, Philip said it would have to be 
getting a group of people together and going to Craggy to see the sunset. He said, 
“There’s nothing like hanging out over the edge of the mountain, sharing the scenery 
with others, and then stopping off for ice cream on the way back.”  
 
Ahhhhhhhh…memories!!!!! 
 

 
 

 
 

Kim Turner Burnett & Philip Turner taking in a sunset atop Craggy! ☺ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

In Memory of Frank “Chappie” Deese 
September 13, 1920 to January 29, 2007 

 

 
 
 

CITIZEN-TIMES.com: Obituaries 
 
Frank Eugene Deese  ("Chappie" for Blue Ridgers) 
Black Mountain – Frank Eugene Deese died Monday, Jan. 29, 2007, at 
Asheville V.A. Nursing Home, after a long illness.  
Frank was born Sept. 13, 1920, in Wingate, the son of Frank and 
Florence Deese, both deceased.  
 
He is survived by his wife of 33 years, Lynn Jackson Deese; four 
children, Jean D. McLennan, of New Braunfels, Texas, Lynne Deese, of 
Martinez, Ga., Lysa M. Deese, of Dallas, Ga., and Ed C. Deese, of 
Dexter, Ky.; six grandsons, three great-grandchildren and one great-
greatgranddaughter; sisters, Elizabeth D. Williams, of Monroe, and 
Phyllis D. Griffin, of Wingate; and brothers, David Deese of Marshville, 
and Horace Deese, of Wingate.  
 
Three brothers, three sisters and two sons preceded him in death.  
 
 
Dr. Deese graduated from Wingate High School and attended Wingate 
College. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Wake Forest University, 



received two degrees from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky., and did his theological doctoral work at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School and Bethany Theological Seminary. He did graduate 
studies at Wake Forest University and Pepperdine University. Chaplain 
Deese was a 29-year veteran. Some of his major assignments were 
Assistant Division Chaplain, 2nd Infantry Division, Rheinland-Pfalz; 
District Chaplain, Germany; Command Chaplain, 32nd Army Air 
Defense Command, Germany; Division Chaplain, 101st Airborne 
Division; Staff Chaplain, Fort Campbell, Ky.; staff duty at 
Headquarters 5th Army, Fort Sheridan, Ill.; and IV Corps MACV, 
Chaplain in the Delta in Vietnam. His major awards include the Legion 
of Merit, Bronze Star, Air Medal with 2 numeral, Meritorious Service 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm and 
Glider Badge.  
 
Since retiring from the military, Chaplain Deese had done interim 
pastorates and supply preaching in Kentucky and North Carolina. He 
served as executive director of the Chamber of Commerce in 
Hopkinsville, Ky., and served as a hospital chaplain in Kentucky and 
North Carolina.  
 
A member of Kiwanis, he served as distinguished president of the 
Hopkinsville, Ky., Kiwanis Club, and as president of the Black Mountain 
Kiwanis Club. He was a Hixson Fellow and a certified trainer for 
Kiwanis International. He was also a Distinguished Carolina Kiwanian.  
 
He was a 32nd Degree Mason and had completed both the Scottish 
Rite and York rite degrees. He had received his 60-year award from his 
home lodge, 282, Wake Forest. Frank was a member of the American 
Legion, Military Officers Association, Military Chaplains Association, 
and Disabled American Veterans.  
 
Memorial contributions may be made to Poteat Scholarships, Wake 
Forest University, 7233 Reynolda Station, Winston Salem, NC 27109-
7233; The Frank Eugene Deese Scholarship Fund, Wingate University, 
Campus Box 3071, Wingate, NC 28174; Kiwanis Foundation, P.O. Box 
491, Black Mountain, NC 28711.  
 
Published: 2007-02-01 

 
 
 
 
 



Keeping Up 
 

 
 
Richard Bowers, Program Director summer 1963 retired as Vice President of the PGA 
TOUR for Community Affairs and has opened a Government Relations Consulting firm 
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, specializing on Georgia and Florida.
  
Elizabeth Bowers, PW 1963, has retired as President of seven Cable Television 
systems and now spends her time between Waverly Ohio and Ft. Myers, Florida
  
Bill Kingsbury, PW 1963, has a Real Estate Practice in NE Metropolitan Atlanta.
  
Pierce Long, Program Director 1959 retired from the YMCA and is living in 
Jacksonville, Florida.

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tracy Kropik Coffey (summers of 92 & 93) gave birth to triplet girls on 10/29/06. 
Their names are Madison, Morgan, and Montana. She writes, “I was there for the 
summers of 92 and 93 but it feels like yesterday. I just hung out with Dom Risola 
and Keena Meyer last week. They met the summer of 92 and married in 95. I also 
recently got to see Susan Bock (92) and Ed Hurff (93) a few days ago and we were 
just going over all of our memories that we had of BRA. I did take some videos while 
I was up there both years and am having them over one night next week to watch 
them and laugh!!! Attached is a photo of my babies, they are 4 months old. I do 
belong to a multiple club that is local here (mostly twins) so I get a chance to meet 
other mommys. I am a single mom, but they are such good babies, it is easy for me 
to handle on my own.  
 

 
 
 

 
Dianne Cantley married Billy Stone who she met on a missions trip to Brazil, on April 
24, 2004. They will celebrate their 3rd anniversary this April. She and her husband  
are the proud parents of Elijah “Hunter” Stone, born March 24, 2006. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Ian Everhart (summer 2003) writes, “I graduated from Rice University in May with a 
B.A. in Political Science and since June have been in Honduras with the Peace Corps. 
I work in the Municipal Development project in the western town of San Manuel de 
Colohete. I have a weblog at www.ianev.blogspot.com with pictures and further 
information.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Bill & Susan Wooten rock with Mary Ellen Fawcett on the porch of Lee Hall 

 
 

 
 
 
Jeff Maddox (summer 1995) and his wife Audra are the proud parents of a baby boy, 
Walter “Walt” Paul Maddox, born August 2, 2006. Everyone agrees Walt takes after 
his Daddy! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you’re coming to the reunion this year, you WON’T have to stay in Younts again!! 

 

http://www.ianev.blogspot.com/


 
 
Steve Hale writes, “Cheryl and I cordially invite BRA visitors from the East (we don't 
know of any BRA alumni living west of Minden, Nevada (right next to the state 
capital Carson City right next to Lake Tahoe if you aren't familiar with the preceding) 
to ski, fish, hike the Tahoe Rim Trail, backpack, and/or sail with us out here in the 
Sierra mountains and Lake Tahoe. 
  
I was the BRA Alumni President and Newsletter editor for the Alumni Association in 
the 1980's- 1990's when I lived in Kentucky & Michigan (good ol' humidity), and 
would have made it to the 2006 Blue Ridge Centennial had it not been for a very 
extensive 1/2 acre landscaping contract being constructed around our new home at 
the same time.  We had even bought the plane tickets and paid for the rental car. I 
have fond memories of calling square dances in Ware Pavilion, and clogging at Bill 
Stanley's in Asheville (just this past Saturday met a couple from Asheville while 
leading one of our snowshoe hikes), cruising the BR Parkway, Sliding Rock, and 
helping start the BRA Alumni Endowment. We appreciate that BRA continues the 
alumni work and we hope to be back as soon as travels allow! 
 

 

 
Steve Hale receiving the NAI Award in November 2006 

 
 

(For more awards Steve won this past year please see the press release that follows) 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Steve Hale portraying his Chautauqua-style characterization of Dr. James Church at 
the Great Basin Outdoor School in Nevada. The character of Dr. Church is Nevada’s 

internationally famous “Father of Snow Science”. 
 



 
 
 
Philip Turner had this to share about Takahiro Obata, “Speaking of Takahiro, I saw 
him late last year. He regularly comes to Disney World because he is their Japanese 
contact for employees at Epcot. He usually swings by Blue Ridge and Orlando during 
the same trip to check in on the Japanese students he manages. He has been 
married 12 years (no kids) and still works for the Tokyo YMCA. He also is a recruiter 
on the side. Still the same cool, funny guy. We laughed and had a good time hanging 
out and catching up. Attached is a picture.” 
 

 
Philip Turner and Takahiro Obata in Orlando, FL, late 2006 

 
 

 
Laura Vernon King writes, “It’s been another year and we are still in Seattle 
stationed on the CGC HEALY, but only for a few more weeks. David and the girls are 
headed to Texas on April 3 and Laura is getting underway on HEALY. Laura has 
received orders to C2CEN in Portsmouth, VA. When the ship returns from the Bering 
Sea in June, Laura will fly to Dallas and the family will travel up to Portsmouth 
sometime in late July or early August. Hope to see some of you on the right coast 
once we get there!!!!!” 
 

 
Sarah, Laura, David, and Britney King 

 



 
Laura Carter Sasser (summer 2002) writes, “I was on the BRA staff of 2002. It 
seems like a lifetime since then! I graduated college with a Bachelor's in Social Work 
in 2003 from the University of Alabama. I moved to Montgomery, AL to take a job as 
a social worker at the Department of Human Resources, where I work with foster 
children and families in need of services. Through a friend at work, I met my 
husband, Jeremy Sasser. He is a civil engineer with a local agency in Montgomery. 
Jeremy and I married in December 2005. In May the following year, I graduated with 
my Masters of Social Work from the University of Alabama. Last year, we bought our 
first house - the dog has claimed it as hers, though! On March 2, 2007, Jeremy and I 
welcomed our first baby into the world. Margaret Caroline Sasser was born weighing 
in at 4 lbs, 7.5 ounces and was 17 3/4 inches long. Maggie was born 4 ½ weeks 
early (c-section), so her lungs weren't fully developed. After spending 2 1/2 weeks in 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit because of feeding difficulty, she finally made it 
home. She is now doing well and growing like she should. We have just put up her 
preemie clothes! I haven't made it back to BRA since I worked there, but I sure 
would love to share the beauty and the experience with my family.” 

 
 

 
Richard & Leslie Dennis and family 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
The Staff Alumni Association’s finances crossed a couple of significant thresholds this 
year.  We established the Staff Alumni Endowment in 1990 with a goal of $30,000 so 
that its earnings could support the Association and take that burden from the Blue 
Ridge Assembly.  This year we crossed the $20,000 mark.  We are now in the last 
leg of the push for $30,000. Contributors to that endowment during 2006 included 
D.K Hopkins, Ted McCoy, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pardue, Laura Vernon King, Glenn 
Vernon, Mr. Robert S. Usher, Ann Weeks, Pete Lee, Victoria Eyster Deem, and Bill 
Wooten. Returns from the endowment put the Association’s operating fund in the 
black for the first time since we started.  The other endowment that we established 
earlier is doing even better.  Sometime in the 1980's we undertook to raise $100,000 
for the Collegiate Work-Study Endowment to support summer staff college courses 
and other benefits and it now has over $130,000.  If you would like to contribute to 
either endowment, make your check payable to YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly and 
indicate how you would like it used. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Barb & Dave Mueller look at old photos with Victoria Eyster Deem and son, Lucas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Minutes 
 

Winter Planning Meeting 
Saturday, March 3, 2007 

Present: 
 
Glenn Vernon   Ted McCoy   Tim McCoy 
Megan Patterson  Leslie Dennis   Richard Dennis 
Elaine Godfrey  Ray Nightingale  Jennifer Canipe  
Lynn Deese   Ann Weeks 
 
 Richard welcomed the group and read a story that his son, Jacob, had written 
about Blue Ridge for one of his writing assignments at school. 
 Elaine Godfrey updated us on BRA.  BRA made it through the centennial and 
all went well.  They are now in the process of a new strategic plan.  BRA is currently 
working on a second family lodge.  The kitchen at Younts has been totally redone.  
Last summer was successful with having all staff (males & females) residing in 
Weatherford Hall. 
 Treasurer Report was given by Ted McCoy.  Our endowment fund, which has 
a goal of $30,000, currently has $23,080.00.  Several contributions were made this 
past summer to this fund.  These contributions have made a great difference!  Thank 
you to all who contributed!    Our endowment fund can now support our operating 
fund.  Our operating fund currently has $2446.00.  We are in the process of now 
moving to becoming self-supportive. 
 We discussed efforts to be self-supportive.  We are closer than we have ever 
been!  (On a side note the summer postcard was the easiest mailing we have ever 
done!  It was great!!!  Leslie said that she used a company which was suggested by 
Rene M. to assist with the mailing and she was able to do that 1500 mailing in a 
short time of about 15 minutes.  Everyone around the table was in agreement to use 
the postcard again this summer.)  Leslie mentioned that usually we mention the 
endowment fund farther back in the news- we need to move it to the forefront.  
There was also discussion about separate mailings for reaching our goal for the staff 
endowment.  Elaine even suggested setting up a contribution site through our alumni 
page for donations.  Leslie said that she will talk with Will regarding setting that up 
via online thru our alumni page. 
 In preparing for the summer reunion there was a discussion held about using 
a larger postcard this year vs. last year.  Ideas were thrown around for themes & 
activities for the summer.  Date for 2007 is July 6-8.  After discussions around the 
table, there were favorable discussions about doing silly games (Jennifer suggested a 
baseball type of game that Roger had done in the past with a very large ball.).  The 
group agreed and settled upon:  Friday PM- Informal get-together on Lee Hall Porch 
to include coffee, soft drinks, and water.  Saturday- AM will be breakfast, and then 
get together at 9:30am either in Heaton Hall or Region Room followed by a group 
photo; Odyssey course from 2-5pm; dinner 5-7:30pm; program “Games on the 
Field” to be led by BRA program staff from 7-9pm; and an ice cream social at 
Weatherford from 9-10pm.  Alumni staff will be serving the current staff at the ice 
cream social.  Sunday- Breakfast at 8am and devotion at 8:30am to be led by BRA’s 
Sonny Hargrove.  We do have the option of a 2 or 3 night stay this year.  
 Leslie provided an update on the database/website.  Leslie said that Jason 
Patterson needs to be patted on the back as he has been a God-send.  There have 
been lots of changes and deletions.  Jason and Leslie have been working on these 
together.  Leslie’s email has been changed to- richardleslie07@bellsouth.net.  Debbie 

mailto:richardleslie07@bellsouth.net


Newman has agreed to do our newsletter once again.  Will has been great with 
getting our website issues fixed.  The alumni group is shooting for April 1st to get the 
postcard out.   
 Elaine sent an email out for suggestions for a staff gift for this summer and 
only received one response which was a portable disc/Frisbee golf set.  Ted shared 
with us a list of staff/alumni gifts given over the past 20 years.  A suggestion was 
made that we give the staff a new ping pong table this year and again contribute to 
the cost for the staff DVD this summer (contribute $300 towards production costs). 
 In looking at dates for 2008 the Dennis’s mentioned that they may once again 
have conflicts again next year with the winter planning dates on President’s Day 
weekend.  We are going to go ahead and book for President’s Day weekend next 
year but know that it may be changed depending on schedules.  Glenn mentioned 
that the first weekend in March was and would be good for him.  We don’t have 2008 
summer dates yet.  Leslie said that she will need to get with Danielle regarding next 
year’s dates. 
 We discussed the Alumni Constitution.  Leslie suggested that everyone tackle 
reading this today and go through it at our Winter Planning Meeting in 2008.  Ted 
suggested we tackle it today.  Jennifer recommended that we drop the directors, 
committees, and exec board paragraphs and then expand the officer paragraph to 
include the second VP.  The VP will re-write the officers paragraph. 
 Meeting adjourned. 
 

 
 

 
Kay Bates Chambers, Barbie Ward & daughter Anna visit with Ann Rabon Hough. 

 



As mentioned in the Meeting Minutes above… 
This is an opinion essay written by Jacob Dennis, age 8, for his third grade English class.  
Jacob is the son of Richard and Leslie Dennis.  Jacob has gone to Blue Ridge Assembly every 
summer he has been in the world.  He and his siblings consider the Assembly their second 
home.  This essay is about personal experiences Jacob has had on and around the mountain 
we all love. 

 
The Best Place on Earth 

By Jacob Dennis 
 
 Have you ever been on a mountaintop? Have you ever been swimming in an icy, cold 
river? Well I have and trust me, it is fun! The Blue Ridge Mountains are the best place on 
Earth! 

 They are the best place on earth because of their peaceful nights. The fireflies light up 
the night sky. The crickets chirp so loudly. The sounds of the mountain streams are relaxing to 
the people. 
 Hiking in the mountains is fun because of the pretty sights. When I hike in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains I love to look at the mountains and the valleys. I see butterflies getting 
nectar from the flowers. Sometimes I even see snakes! Once I was hiking with my dad and he 
caught a three feet long king snake. Other pretty sights I see when I hike are sunsets and 
waterfalls. I like to play in the misty water at the base of a waterfall. 
 Playing in the mountains is also fun. My favorite place to play is YMCA Blue Ridge 
Assembly. There are millions of things to do. Playing shuffleboard with my friends, building a 
dam in the creek, swimming in the pool and making crafts are my favorite things to do.   
 I love the Blue Ridge Mountains! I think everybody should visit them. The Blue Ridge 
Mountains are the best place on Earth!  

 
Jacob Dennis, in the middle, with his brothers, his Dad and his Uncle in the misty 

waters of Looking Glass Falls. 



 

Official News From Blue Ridge Executives 
By Elaine Godfrey, Staff Development Director 

 
 

YMCA BLUE RIDGE ASSEMBLY 
2006 Centennial Events 

 
Our 2006 centennial celebration events were met with excitement and enthusiasm.  
The staff alumni celebration held during the summer reunion included an "I 
remember" sharing event in Lee Hall lobby, the Odyssey Course, a low country boil 
prepared by alumna Joy Darby Gardberg and "Game Show Mania" hosted by Bill 
Grimsley with Magic Productions. The second centennial event was held during the 
summer board meeting and included turn of the twentieth century games, burying a 
time capsule, camp meeting and hymn sing. Concluding the commemorative events 
was a birthday dinner held on October 6, 2006 which included a musical performed 
by the Black Mountain Center for the Arts entitled, "Way Back When: Around the 
Campfire."    
 
In addition to these special events, there was a centennial guest register, double 
hung windows featuring pictures from each decade, a centennial history publication 
entitled "Eureka! A Century of YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly," display cases featuring 
memorabilia from our 100-year history and proclamations from our ten owner states' 
YMCAs, international partners and other friends. 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY LODGE II 
 
Great news! Our second family lodge came on line Thursday, February 15, 2007. 
Now for the not-so-good news. We anticipated higher construction and building 
materials’ costs. While we experienced higher costs in those areas, the greatest 
differences between our first two family lodges came for site preparation, water, 
sewer, sprinkler, and water system engineering --- all new requirements since 2004. 
Our first family lodge was completed for $650,000, under $90 per square foot. 
Family Lodge II was $900,000, $123 per square foot --- a 37% increase.  
 
Our experience with the second family lodge has prompted us to examine carefully 
plans for a third family lodge. Former women’s summer residence, Martha 
Washington Hall is an underutilized seasonal facility, which accommodates youth 
conferences for six to eight weeks in the summer months. It is neither heated nor air 
conditioned and has group bathroom facilities, none of the amenities desired by 
twenty-first century guests, even youth. By renovating Martha Washington Hall to 
place our third family lodge inside its shell, we will incur minimal site preparation 
with all utilities’ connections in place. We will transform Martha Washington Hall from 
a little utilized summer building to a lodge capable of hosting kids and families 365 
days a year with heat, air conditioning and private baths.  
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Family Lodge I 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Roger Hibbard gives a Blue Ridge update to the group on Saturday morning. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Wrapping Up The 2006 Alumni Reunion 
By Leslie Horn Dennis 

 
If you missed the 2006 alumni reunion you really missed a treat!  We had 114 
participants and everyone enjoyed their time visiting and reminiscing. The weekend 
started with a coffee/dessert sharing session in which Richard Dennis got the group 
up and sharing stories of their favorite times at Blue Ridge. Some of the stories were 
quite a laugh! Saturday captured the official alumni reunion photo, BR news from 
Roger Hibbard, great awards for attendees, Odyssey Course climbing, Frogmore 
Stew at the lake and Blue Ridge Trivia topped the night off. Sunday morning, 
everyone said goodbyes over breakfast and a devotion by the Blue Ridge Staff 
Chaplain, Sonny Hargrove. What a great group of folks we had this year. They came 
from 14 different states and England! If it has been a few years since you have been 
back on the Ridge, we certainly hope you will consider returning during an alumni 
reunion in the near future! 
 
 
 

 
 

2006 Centennial Celebration Alumni Group Photo 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Angela Priester Mathis gets a cup of coffee from Jerry Bullock. 

 
 
 
 

 
Julie Keen Stephens, Joy Darby Gardberg & Rosalind Hibbard listen to alumni sharing 

stories. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ellen Tarpley Pepper catches the ball and tells her staff story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Come Rock With Us!   
 

YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly Alumni Association’s  
2007 Summer Reunion! 

July 6-8 or July 6-9, 2007 
 

Deadline for registration is June 10, 2007. 
 

Please check your listing on the alumni section of the website and make any 
corrections so our database can continue to be updated! 

 
 
 
 

 
Ray & Kathryn Roberts Nightingale with sons, Luke & Brandon win the award for 

“traveling the farthest”. John Fain wins “most children”, and Bea Hogan wins “most 
years on staff”.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Vicki Campbell’s first trip back to the Ridge. 

 
 



 
Roger Hibbard, Ellen Tarpley Pepper, Debbie Newman, and Jim Pepper enjoying the 

Friday night meet and greet.  
 

 
John & Ann Duff Fain enjoy the Blue Ridge sharing. 



2007 Alumni Reunion Schedule 
July 6-8 

FRIDAY 
 Registration: BRC Lobby, 4-6 PM (Once checked in, congregate on Lee 

Hall Porch)  
 Dinner on your own (Local menus will be available to plan your dining.)  
 8:00 PM, Lee Hall:  “Mountain Memories” - Bring your family to 

introduce and your memories to share!  Coffee and soft drinks will be 
available. 

 
SATURDAY 

 8:00 AM:  Breakfast  
 9:15 AM:  Photo Session – Bring all your family and friends & gather at 

Lee Hall for our official Alumni photo.  Please be prompt! 
 Meet & Greet Session to follow photo in Heaton Hall (College Hall for 

us old folks!)  Special awards will be given for oldest alumni, those 
that traveled the farthest, etc.  We will also elect officers for the 
coming term at this time and hear about happenings at Blue Ridge! 
 12:30 PM:  Lunch  

         Afternoon free to enjoy your favorite Blue Ridge activity  
 1:30-5:30: Craft Shop hours 
 2:30 Odyssey Course available.  You must be there at 2:30 for 

instructions in order to climb! 
 5:30-7:00 PM:  Dinner @ lake 
 7:00-8:30 PM:  “Everybody Wins!” hosted by the BRA’s program team.  

These are games that everyone (young and not-so-young) can enjoy! 
 8:45 PM:   Ice Cream Social @ Weatherford Hall, hosted and served 

by the Alumni Association.  Alumni Gift presentation to be made at 
the ice cream social.  Music and dancing to follow ice cream, led by 
Blue Ridge staffers.   

SUNDAY 
 8:00 AM Breakfast in Robertson Room II.  Sonny Hargrove, 

         full-time chaplain at BRA, will provide a devotional. 
  
Schedule SubjectTo Change At A Moment’s Notice!  

 



Staff Alumni Association 2007 
Reunion Weekend Registration Form 

 
Friday, July 6 – Sunday, July 8, 2007 Or Friday, July 6 – Monday, July 9, 2007 

 
Arrival Date:  Friday, July 6    Check-In Time:    3:00 pm 
Departure Date:  Sunday, July 8 or Monday, July 9  Check-Out Time: 10:00 am 
 

• 2 & 3 night packages include Breakfast, Saturday – Breakfast, Sunday. (4 meals) 
  Note:  Ages 2 & under are free, Ages 3-12 are considered children  

Participants may purchase individual meal tickets for Friday or Sunday suppers and any meals on 
Monday, if Blue Ridge Assembly is serving those meals.  This will be determined at a later date.  

………………………………………………… 
Please print the information requested below 
 
Name:________________________     Spouse:__________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________    Email:____________________________ 
 
City: _________________State: _____  Zip:__________ Phone:______________  
 
What years were you employed on the Blue Ridge Staff? _____________________________ 
 
Accommodations Requested (see prices below): 
 
Blue Ridge Center / Asheville Hall *  __________  Lee Hall w/bath ______  
 
*Blue Ridge Center rooms will be filled first and later registrants will overflow into Asheville Hall. 
 
Total Number in party __________ Names and ages of children:  
 
1) ______________     2) ______________   3) ______________  4) ______________ 
 

BLUE RIDGE CENTER  
or  

ASHEVILLE HALL 
 

3 Night Packages, includes 4 
meals 

Totals 
Per 

Person 

Please 
Select  

Packages 

BLUE RIDGE CENTER 
 or 

 ASHEVILLE HALL 
 

2 Night Packages, includes 4 meals 

Totals 
Per 

Person 

Please 
Select 
Pkg 

Single Rate/Per Person $170.00  Single Rate/Per Person $128.00  
Double Rate/Per Person $114.50  Double Rate/Per Person $  91.00  
Extra Adult (3rd or 4th person) $  81.50  Extra Adult (3rd or 4th person) $  69.00  
Extra Child (3rd or 4th person) $  39.50  Extra Child (3rd or 4th person) $  32.00  
      

ROBERT E. LEE HALL 
 

3 Night Package, includes 4 
meals 

Totals 
Per 

Person 

Please 
Select  

Packages 

ROBERT E. LEE HALL 
 

2 Night Package, includes 4 meals 

Totals 
Per 

Person 

Please 
Select 
Pkg 

Single Rate/Per Person $128.00  Single Rate/Per Person $100.00  
Double Rate/Per Person $  86.00  Double Rate/Per Person $  72.00  
 
Please include any other pertinent information below.  For example, if you have a roommate 
preference, if you have special physical needs or if you would like adjoining rooms, please indicate 
that below. 
 
 

 
Return to Leslie Dennis 

1856 Seasons Drive 
Prattville, AL  36066 

Email questions to Leslie @ richardleslie07@bellsouth.net or phone 334-365-7294 

mailto:richardleslie07@bellsouth.net


 

  
Ryan Becherer, son of Tom & Becky Hood Becherer enjoys his ice cream. 

 

 
Debbie Newman and Sid Anderson catching up on old times.  



 
Juli McCracken Gerken & her daughter, Ruby Grace, creekside by Lee Hall. 

 
Paige Bentley & father, Tom Bentley pose for a photo with spouses before the climb. 



 
Candy Sabato, Bea Hogan, Leslie Horn Dennis & Kathryn Roberts Nightingale 

 
Off to climb!!! 



 
Michael & Angela Jeffcoat Thurman & Joanne Sawyer enjoy Frogmore Stew with 

Roger & Rosalind Hibbard. 
 

 
Cole, Tate & Tom Becherer enjoying themselves at the lake.  



 
Laura Grace Dennis enjoys her porch time.  



 

 
Debbie Newman, Becky Hood Becherer, Annemarie Mathis Dugan & her daugher with 

her mom, Angela Priester Mathis. 
 
 

 
Forrest Dennis contemplates his next move. 

 



 
Patrick & Mary Margaret Enfinger enjoy visiting with Jason, Abby & Megan Hamby 

Patterson and Juli McCracken Gerken. 
 
 

 
Debbie Newman & Ellen Tarpley Pepper enjoy some breakfast conversation.  

 



 
It’s a kids round! Isn’t Caleb Bradford too old to qualify for a kids round?? 

 
 

 
Jerry Bullock, Richard Dennis & Lynn Deese enjoy dining with Bob Edwards’ family. 

 
 



 
Ann Rabon Hough, Paige Bentley & hubby Tripp along with Ann Weeks go for the first 

round of Game Show Mania. 
 
 

 
Tate & Cole Becherer pose in front of the caterpillar on the playground that their 

mom, Becky Hood Becherer once painted. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Sid Anderson, Debbie Newman, Jerry Bullock, and Becky Hood Becherer representing 

the 1989 Summer Staff Alumni section! ☺ 
 
 
 
 

 
Glenn Vernon, Victoria Eyster Deem, Amy Bryan Gill & Tom Bentley battle it out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We love to eat!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Dennises, Bullocks & Nightingales enjoy a trip to Craggy. 

 



 
Sid Anderson & Debbie Newman share a beautiful Blue Ridge day together.  

 
 

I hope you’ve enjoyed this edition of the 2007 Alumni Newsletter as much as I’ve 
enjoyed putting it together for you!  
 
And I hope you’ll consider making your way up to the Ridge this summer and join us 
in creating some new memories together.  
 
There’s nothing like walking up to Lee Hall in the dark on Friday night for the meet 
and greet after a long day of driving only to hear a voice and a laugh that you 
haven’t heard since 1989.  
 
Plus, I got to make new friends I never knew and reconnect with old ones I had not 
seen in forever. AND, I got to do it all at the “best place on earth” as Jacob Dennis 
so aptly put it.  
 
Hope to see you all very soon! ☺ 
 
Debbie Newman 
Summer of 1989 
 

 
NOW…go to the next page if you were wondering who the 

three boys on the front cover are… 
 
 



 

 
Tate, Ryan & Cole Becherer, sons of Tom & Becky Becherer want to remind you to… 

 
 
 

Make plans now to reserve your spot 
for the  

Summer 2007 Alumni Reunion 
Weekend!!! 

 
July 6th – 8th/9th  

 
Black Mountain, North Carolina 
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