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Make your plans now for the Alumni Reunion 
 

June 30 – July 2, 2006 
 

Everything you need to know to reserve your spot is 
included here!! ☺ 

 
 
Hello everyone!  
 
My name is Debbie Newman (1989), and I’m taking over the alumni 
newsletter editing duties for Leslie (Horn) Dennis. This issue may look 
or feel a little different from past editions, but hopefully you’ll enjoy 
the changes. Feel free to pass along any comments/suggestions to me 
at debbienewman@bellsouth.net. So…without further ado, here we go! 

mailto:debbienewman@bellsouth.net


 
Greetings From The Editor 

 
I celebrated my 40th birthday at the beginning of the year, which set 
me upon a path of remembering. The journey I’ve made has taken me 
far and wide thru life and included three months spent on staff at 
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly during the summer of 1989.  
 
I decided to work at Blue Ridge because my college roommate, Sydna 
(Armstrong) Williams, and another friend from Georgia Southern 
College, Sid Anderson, had worked there the summer before and 
couldn’t stop talking about how great their experience was.  
 
I was graduating from college that year and was looking for something 
to do besides going back home to Atlanta to start working for a living. 
That sounded so final and so not fun to me! Working for below 
minimum wage in the North Carolina mountains and doing things like 
cleaning toilets, making beds, cracking 90 dozen eggs for breakfast, 
and washing pots and pans large enough for me to sit in was much 
more appealing to me! ☺ 
 
And now, 17 years later, I can say that my decision to work at Blue 
Ridge that summer was the best thing I could have done at that time 
in my life. My summer on the mountain was a magical experience. 
Yes, I worked hard for little pay, but the people I met along the way 
and the opportunity to live in the North Carolina mountains for an 
extended time, without having to study for exams or do homework, 
had an impact upon me, upon my life, upon my soul, that I carry with 
me still today. 
 
I know that each and everyone of us Blue Ridge Alumni have our own 
stories of how we ended up on the mountain and how the experience 
has shaped us. You’ll hear some of those stories in this newsletter 
through an interview I did with Ellen Pepper (summers of 1944-1946) 
as well as personal notes shared by people throughout the year 
catching us up on what they’ve been up to.  
 
Taking the time to remember and to celebrate 100 years, as Blue 
Ridge is doing this year, affords people the opportunity to stop and 
take stock of how this place has influenced their life.  
 
These are busy, fast times we live in today. The Centennial Celebration 
at Blue Ridge is going to come and then go, as all things do. But, for 
me, it seems important to show up for this reunion --- to remember, 



to catch up, to breathe deeply of that fresh mountain air, to laugh, to 
celebrate, and to simply enjoy reliving that magical experience that I 
carry within me still to this day.  
 
I hope to see you at our Alumni Reunion this year, June 30-July 2nd. 
Information on registration and accommodations is included here 
along with all sorts of other good stuff. I look forward to hearing about 
where you’re at in life as we sit in the rocking chairs up at Lee Hall 
looking out at those spectacular mountain views. And, I can’t wait to 
hear what it felt like for you to drive up the mountain again. I’m 
looking forward to that one myself! 
 
So…see you on the mountain very soon!!!!!!!! ☺ 
 

 
 

This is yours truly (on the right, with the gray hair!) celebrating my 
40th birthday. It was an awesome day. I had 35 people from all the 

decades of my life there in attendance, and it was one of those 
moments I’ll remember all my life. Kind of like the first time I walked 
up to Lee Hall at Blue Ridge, turned around and saw that mountain 

view. ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE!!!! ☺ 



Look who’s coming!!!! 
(These folks are already registered for the Centennial Reunion!) 

 
Becky (Hood) Becherer & Family 

Phyllis (Melson) Bradford 
Jerry Bullock & Family 

Jennifer (Voskuhl) Canipe & Family 
Kay (Bates) Chambers & Husband 
Victoria (Eyster) Deem & Family 

Richard & Leslie (Horn) Dennis & Family 
Patrick & Mary Margaret Enfinger 

Dick & Virginia Garner 
Larry & Carol (Fassold) Geiger 

Julie (McCracken) Gerken & Family 
Sarah Halterman 

Pete Lee 
Ted McCoy & Wife 

Tim McCoy & Family 
Dave & Barb Mueller & Family 

Debbie Newman 
Ray & Katherine (Roberts) Nightingale & Family 

Megan (Hamby) Patterson & Family 
Ellen (Nunn) Pepper & Son & Friend 

Angela (Jeffcoat) Thurman & Husband 
Glenn Vernon 

Barbie Ward & Family 
Debbie (Dyer) Williams & Family 

 
Kathy Bradley Shannon & Ric joined with Rich & Susan Gapen to spearhead the 

posing at their end of the table during the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion.  
 
 
 
 



An Interview With Ellen Pepper (1944-1946) 
Written by Debbie Newman 

 
Recently, I spent thirty minutes one Sunday afternoon interviewing a 
cool, spunky, 76-year-old woman from Columbus, Ohio, named Ellen 
Pepper, who thinks the world of her experience at Blue Ridge.  
 
Ellen was on staff the summers of 1944-46 right after the end of World 
War II. Her first year on staff was when she was 14-years-old. She 
said because of the war, Blue Ridge was low on college students to fill 
staff positions.  
 
But, Ellen had the opportunity to experience Blue Ridge before actually 
being on staff. The summer when she was 10-years-old, her aunt 
traveled to Blue Ridge, with a string trio that would play for afternoon 
tea in Lee Hall during the month of August, and she took Ellen with 
her. From that moment on, Blue Ridge became a special place to her.  
 
Ellen said that her experience at Blue Ridge made a person out of her 
that she might not otherwise have become without it. Her time there 
gave her an opportunity to be on her own and live in the dorms with 
others her own age that were experiencing the same freedom.  
 
She said she ended up marrying her husband after one year in college 
and was never able to finish her college degree. To this day, she 
speaks highly of how her time at Blue Ridge helped shape the woman 
she is today.  
 
I asked her to share some of her favorite things about Blue Ridge, 
which included: 

• The view of the mountains from Lee Hall 
• Meeting all the people you get to meet 
• Walking on the grounds 
• Waiting in the stairwell to go up for meals 
• Hikes in the mountains 
• The rush to make beds, put out towels, and get the place turned 

around before a new conference arrives 
• Driving up the mountain which always takes her breath away 
• And, Miss Smyley’s “Pecan Butterballs” recipe, which she says 

the boys like to call “explosive balls” because of the powdered 
sugar flying everywhere when you bit into them 

 
When asked what her favorite memory was of her time at Blue Ridge, 
she said it was meeting the famous Methodist missionary to India, Mr. 



E. Stanley Jones, who was speaking during an Ashram Conference. 
She said being there in the room with him at that point in time felt like 
she was seeing someone really special.  
 
I wanted to know what Ellen would say to a college student today who 
was considering working at Blue Ridge. Why should they do it? What 
might they hope to gain from the experience?  
 
She said, “It is a time in your life when you could retreat and go to a 
place to be with other young people. The work you do at Blue Ridge 
gives you a taste of volunteering. Your life will be enriched when you 
meet all the people that pass through in the conferences as well as 
those you work with on staff. You are serving them while they are on 
their mission, and you’ll find that you’ve gained more than you’ve 
given. It’s a beautiful spot --- God’s country. You’ll never forget all you 
were able to do and be and see after your time at Blue Ridge.” 
 
Those words come from a woman who worked at Blue Ridge for the 
first time 62 summers ago and hasn’t forgotten her experience. And 
those words still ring true today. I resonated with them as a woman 
who worked there 17 summers ago myself.  
 
Ellen Pepper will be attending the reunion this summer. She is bringing 
her son and a friend with her and is looking forward to sharing the 
experience of Blue Ridge with them. And, she wants to remember and 
re-live some of her wonderful memories of the times she’s spent there. 
  

 
Nancy & Bailey Bullock enjoy blowing bubbles with Laura Grace Dennis and friend, 

Monica, at the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion. 



 
 

Alumni Connections Online 
 
Did you know that you can now view the current alumni listing online?  
Check out the Blue Ridge website, www.blueridgeassembly.org, and go 
to the alumni area of the site.  You can search alumni by name and 
year on staff.  You can also make corrections and additions from the 
site!  If you have contact information for any alumni not on the list, 
please contact them and ask them to add themselves to the list!  Our 
mailings are generated from this listing. 
 

 
Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion Group Photo on the steps of Lee Hall. 

 
Wedding Announcements 

 
• Melissa Bailey, who started as a collegiate in ’94, worked the 

front desk in ’95 & ’96, did an internship in ’97, started full-time 
in January ‘98, and is now the Guest Services Director is getting 
married this year on Saturday, May 6th. She says, “The 
ceremony will be at Grace Episcopal Church in Asheville with 
reception following at Blue Ridge in Lee Hall lobby. Groom is 
Chris Logan from Black Mountain who graduated from Montreat 
College and is employed with Dixon Hughes in the technology 
department. We are going to Kiawah Island for our 
honeymoon. We will live in Black Mountain.” 

http://www.blueridgeassembly.org/


• Rene Moncivaez & Rebecca Beltrame will be getting married. He 
wrote to Leslie Dennis and said, “It’s actually a cool story. We 
met at Blue Ridge 10 years ago. She was a lifeguard. I was the 
dorm director. Remember? Richard did after he saw her picture.  
She moved back home, I stayed, we kept in touch and she 
eventually transferred down to Asheville (she’s with Merrill 
Lynch) and I asked her to marry me in June.  

 
We were in Key West for a swimming competition around the 
island. Rebecca’s three-man team won first place in the division. 
There was a big write up in the paper about it and in turn it was 
posted on the website of the team’s sponsor. Below is the link. 

  
http://www.lazydogadventure.com/Asheville_North_Carolina.htm

 
 
 
 

 
The group checks out the new Odyssey course at the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lazydogadventure.com/Asheville_North_Carolina.htm


Keeping Up! 
 
Julie Watkins (‘84-‘85) writes, “My husband, Les, and I live at Snow Mountain 
Ranch.  We do not have children, so we work hard and vacation as often as we can.  
I have been working at YMCA of the Rockies since I got out of college. After 15 years 
as Human Resources Director, I took over as Center Director at Snow Mountain 
Ranch two and a half years ago.  I often think about my years as a seasonal staff 
member at Blue Ridge and Estes Park.  It gave me a great base for what I do now.   
  
I talked with Debbie (Myrick) Banes this spring when she was in Denver.  She is 
doing well and has her hands full with two kids.  I talk to Mary Beth McKinney (1983-
85?) fairly often.  She and her family live near Denver.  Do you have contact 
information for Sherri Hipps (1985-6) or Betty Cowles (1984)?”   
  
Here is the information you requested -- 
Julie Watkins 
YMCA Snow Mountain Ranch 
P.O. Box 169 
Winter Park, CO 80482 

 
Susan Leigh Schniper (’65) writes, “I was on staff the summer of 1965-lifeguarded 
on that wonderful lake-and for three weeks in 1966-at the new pool. I was on a 
waiting list for a girls camp in upper state New York and decided to go up there for a 
once in a lifetime experience when the camp had an opening. I enjoyed it, but my 
summer at Blue Ridge in 1965 was the best ever!   My mailing address is 3537 
Mountain Park Drive, Birmingham, Alabama, 35213. I wish we could be at the 
reunion this year, but we just got back from a vacation trip. Hope to be there next 
summer.  Have a great time next weekend. My husband Jack and I were at a reunion 
about three years ago, and we met you and your husband. I went by Susan 
(Thompson) in ' 65 but now go by my middle name-Leigh.” 

 
Mike Nicholson (’76) writes, “I was on the B.R.A. staff in the summer of 
1976.  My life, undoubtedly in joining with a throng of others, was 
blessed immeasurably there in that summer.  There were some dear people I 
got to know who worked that summer along side of me and I have been 
hoping to make contact with one in particular - but several now that I 
think of it.  In the case of the one, it is a strong matter of heart with 
me and I would truly love to be back in touch with her, if she still 
walks this earth.  Is there perhaps a directory, or archives of staff 
rosters, perhaps yearbooks from years past?  I recall writing to her many 
years ago and receiving a reply but that was the last communication we 
enjoyed.  Frank Washburn was the director during my time there and I recall that 
Roger Hibbard was in a supervisory role there in those days.  I know that 
a lot of faces have come and gone in the seasons that have graced the 
YMCA in all those years but I am stirred again in these matters.  Can you 
help me with info or suggestions? Her unmarried name then was Tricia 
Coleman and I believe she was from Memphis.  Anyway, I do appreciate your 
attention and any info on alumni networking would be of delight to me.  
May God continue to bless your efforts there to cull good teams for His 
service in that most excellent place.  Mike Nicholson - Chapel Hill, NC 
 



 
All smiles after a great Blue Ridge meal at the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion! 

 
Elyse Phillips Hopkins (’96-’99) wrote Leslie Dennis and said, “Well I'm just writing to 
say Hello and to give you an update. I hope your family is doing well!! We went up 
to BRA not to long ago and were in the lobby and my son Joshua who is now 3 1/2 
asked where his friends were he played with before! He remembered playing with 
your boys last summer! 
  
As you know I was pregnant last summer due in October, well we delivered on the 
14th of October two weeks early! We now have another boy Jacob Andrew Hopkins 
who was 6lbs 13oz and 21-1/2 inches. He is now 6-1/2 months and is a big boy 
weighing only 19lbs. and is almost 29 inches. He is growing too fast!!! I'm not sure if 
we will be able to make the reunion or not!! I'm gonna try. We just have a busy 
schedule this summer. Better go the baby is screaming!!  
Elyse Phillips Hopkins 
1996-1999 

 
Mike & Candy Sabato wrote to say, “Can you believe it! Life has kept us so busy 
lately...It’s been two years since we’ve found the time to send out our Christmas 
letter. For now, at least, we wanted to let you know of big achievements and 
adventures in Laura’s life.  
 
Laura has enjoyed working part time at a movie theatre for close to two years; and 
still managed to finish first in her graduating class. She will enter UNCA this fall with 
more than enough college credit hours to attain sophomore standing. Laura has 
accepted a full-tuition scholarship to UNC-Asheville! She’s not sure of a major yet, so 
this is, at the very least, a great place to start. (And we’ll get to see her whenever 
the clean clothes run out!)  
 
Laura and her best friend, Katie, leave June 8 for 3 weeks (and a day) in Spain! They 
have planned their own trip and will be visiting Barcelona, Sevilla, Grenada, Toledo, 
and Madrid, among others. They have spent a lot of time selecting the places they 
want to visit, booking their own reservations, and getting really excited! We would 
treasure your prayers for their safety while they are away! (And for mom as she 
stays home!)  

 



Amanda Moseley Venturella wrote, “Hey, guys!  I am now Amanda Moseley 
Venturella (got married June '04). My mailing address is 16 Hatfield Hollow Black 
Mountain 28711.” 

 
Hi!  We have moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  I am working for LSU 
housing and will start my PhD in the fall.  Joel is working at LSU as well, 
in athletics.  He loves it!  When we first moved to Baton Rouge he worked 
as a facilities manager for the YMCA!  I loved having a connection to the Y 
again - through one of his contacts there he was able to get a GREAT 
opportunity with LSU athletics and started in March.  I hated to see him 
leave the YMCA, but this is a great opportunity.  We still have no children 
- working on that - so we spoil our dogs.  I still laugh when I think about 
how much fun Peyton had with the boys when you guys visited.  We are 
closing on a new house Friday.  We have plenty of room and a swimming pool 
at our new home in Baton Rouge - so if you are heading this way for 
anything or just need a fun place to visit come on! My new address will be 7628 
Proxie Drive, Baton Rouge, LA  70817. Hopefully our phone will stay the same 
(225)753-4782 or you can reach me by cell at 225-715-4089. My years on staff - 
1991 - 1994. Can't believe it's been 11 years! 

 

 
Leigh (Thompson) & Jack Schniper visit with Jim & Pat Turner at the Summer 2005 

Alumni Reunion. 

 
James Hickland writes, “I'm married with two boys, Justin (3) and Drew (6).  Living 
in Raleigh NC and work for GlaxoSmithkline which is a pharmaceutical company in 
RTP NC.  I'm an IT Project Manager.  I still have hooks into the YMCA through Indian 
Guides and coaching TBall.  
 
James Hickland, PMP 
919-282-3493 w, 919-413-0533 c 

 
 



Nadine Marshall Fontaine (’80-’81) writes, “Sorry we will not be able to attend the 
reunion, but thought I would send an update. My address is 1610 S 12th Street, 
Council Bluffs, IA, 51501. Married 23 years,  homeschooling our 4 sons (one just 
graduated and is heading off to college in the fall), and we’re missionaries to truck 
drivers.” 

 
Flossie Hickland (’60) writes, “I saw the latest newsletter and wanted to respond 
about marriages from meeting at BRA.  My parents worked at Blue Ridge in 1937 
and 1938.  Eileen Aull (Wittenburg College grad) and Howard Covington (Mississippi 
State grad) were married in 1939. Mom died in 1991 and Dad died last month. They 
were lifelong friends with the Weatherfords, Sr. and Jr. Dad helped Dr. Weatherford 
build his house on the mountain. Dad went on to become a YMCA Secretary for many 
years. Hope this info is helpful - I lost track of many PW's after I worked there in the 
summer of 1960 so don't know if any marriages took place among my coworkers. If 
you need any more info let me know.” 

 
Marty Blakely (’86-’88,’90) and Martha (Gregg) Blakely (’88,’90) live in 
Murfreesboro, TN. They have 2 children, Carson, 8, and Olivia, 4. Marty is Sr. 
Associate Pastor at Third Baptist. Martha is a former Christian school administrator 
and works full-time at home now. You can reach Marty at martyb@thirdbaptist.net.  

 
Tina Wang writes, “My name is Tina from Hong Kong. I used to be on staff in YMCA 
Blue Ridge and now I'm back to my country. I like Blue Ridge so much and I really 
miss all the staffs there. I know from the internet that you take charge of the 
Newsletter. Would you like to do me a favor to write something on the newsletter? I 
want to tell all the staffs there: I miss y’all. How is everything going?  I want to know 
all the things about y’all. By the way, Chinese Mid-auterm day is coming.  Agnes and 
I are in Hong Kong, eating moon cake and wishing everyone enjoy their lives~~.” 

 

 
Richard and Ethan Dennis get last minute instructions before tackling the ropes 

course at the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion.  
 

mailto:martyb@thirdbaptist.net


Terrell Tenhet (’78-’79) wrote, “Fellow Blue Ridgers, If any of you worked at Blue 
Ridge Assembly the summers of 1978 and 1979 please get in touch with me.  
 
My name is Terrell Tenhet. At the time I was at Blue Ridge I was from Yazoo City, 
MS which everyone seemed to think was quite catchy so if anything you may 
remember me from the silly name of my hometown. The first summer I worked of 
course in all areas but in 1979 I was the assistant supervisor of the laundry 
department. I was in charge of driving what we called the "Blue Goose" which in 
reality was a converted twinkie truck painted blue and used to pick up and deliver all 
the laundry from the cabins, dorms, etc..Usually 4 to 5 others would be assigned to 
ride with me each day and oh what fun we had. Who knew that taking care of other 
peoples dirty laundry could be so much fun. Only at Blue Ridge can something like 
that be considered having a good time.
  
I now live in Memphis, TN. When at Blue Ridge I usually hung out with Lisa Fouche 
(actually "dated" her if you can call it that when you're so young), Lori Fouche (her 
twin sister), Ernie Jackson, a girl named Susan that went to school in Boone (can't 
remember her last name). There was also "Griff" from England that was a big pal of 
mine and of course so many others whose names have slipped my mind. That 
doesn't mean I've forgotten the good times and wonderful smiling faces of everyone 
there. 
 
I also attended the reunion in Tallahassee, FL that was held in December of 1979. If 
any of you were there please let me know.
  
I would love to hear from anyone that was on the staff at Blue Ridge those summers. 
The experience was a once in a lifetime joy and it would be great to know what is 
going on with any of you.
  
My contact information is:
  
Terrell Tenhet
145 N. Auburndale
Memphis, TN 38104
terrell@interactivecom.net or  ttenhet@midsouth.rr.com
  
Hope all of you are doing well. Hope to hear from you. 

 
Hi Gang! I was at Blue Ridge the summer of 1984 and sang with the Blue Ridge 
Singers. Had a great time in the dining room!! Would love to hear from the "Blonde 
Squad" and anyone who sang with the singers that summer. How about ODK girl 
from Mississippi...my roommate for the summer!! Remember "Hi Neighbor!" What 
great memories!! Hope life has treated you wonderfully. I am married and have 4 
wonderful children. Live in SC. God has been good to me.  
Contact Information: 
Julie Powell Caldwell 
220 Glen Laurel Dr. 
Easley, SC  29642 
864-850-9115 
cell:864-630-5718 
juliepc@bellsouth.net

 

mailto:terrell@interactivecom.net
mailto:ttenhet@midsouth.rr.com
mailto:juliepc@bellsouth.net


Hi Terrell and everybody else! I definitely remember the Blue Goose very well. I had 
a great time that summer at BRA but was very shy and didn't participate in many 
things. That was my first time away from home for that length of time and it was a 
bit overwhelming to me back then. Now, I wish I had an excuse to leave home for 3 
months!! lol! I was Valerie Brown back then. I hung out with a blonde named Cindy 
(sorry, can't remember the last name). Another person I remember well was Sandra 
who was a cheerleader at University of Alabama. I believe she cut her hand on a fan 
in one of the refrigerators that summer. When I was at BRA, I was living in Panama 
City Beach, FL, but now live in Jacksonville, FL. I am divorced and have two 
teenagers - a boy and a girl - ages 17 and 15. I am a medical transcriptionist for one 
of the hospitals here in Jax. A couple of years ago, I joined a new church here in Jax. 
I kept seeing a girl there who looked really familiar to me and then I heard 
somebody call her "Dixie". I realized she was the same "Dixie" who had been at BRA 
with me in the summer of '79! Small world, huh?  
 
Valerie Brown Anglea 
With God, everything is ok in the end. If it isn't ok, it isn't the end :) 

 

Bobby "Hoppy" Hannah (1955) died recently after a career in film and television.  
Hoppy appeared in some very well known movies such as Fried Green Tomatoes, 
Driving Miss Daisy, and Coal Miner's Daughter, and in some well-known TV series, 
including Dallas and Dukes of Hazzard. He was also in numerous lesser-known 
movies and TV shows.  You can look up his career 
at http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0360272/#guest-appearances   

Here is a photo of Hoppy taken at Blue Ridge during the summer of '55. 

 

 

 



 

Vanee “Vinny” Daure writes about experiences in New Orleans as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina: 

• I would love to let people like JMO,Sarah,and everyone else I know from 
there that I am OK. I got out of New Orleans the day after the storm.I lost 
most everything I think, but who knows when I will get back home. 

 
• I will be going in Wednesday to see what I can get out of my apt. and then I 

will be living in Atlanta until our campus is rebuilt. Please have everyone pray 
for me as I go in to New Orleans, this will be one of the hardest thing I have 
ever done. I will write when I get back. 

 
• I went back to New Orleans week before last to move all my stuff out so work 

could start on our campus. I did not have flood damage, but I had rain 
damage in my bedroom and in my dining room. I was able to get clothes out 
and some furniture. I had to rent a storage unit to keep my stuff in for around 
6 months to a year. It was hard to leave my stuff that was damaged some 
that belonged to my parents. It was also hard to see my hometown look so 
bad. I guess I will be here in Decatur Ga. until the school sends me back to 
get our school started up for Aug.2006. Do I need anything? Well yes, but it 
is hard to say what. The thing I and New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary needs the most is every bodies prayers. Thanks for letting everyone 
know about what is going on in my life these days. I hope all is going well 
with you and all my other special friends from Blue Ridge. 

 
• And on 1/26/06: This is just a note to let you know that I am back in New 

Orleans helping to get the seminary back on its feet. We started classes for 
commuters on Monday, student housing will not be back up until April or May. 
There are around 40 or 50 staff and administrators living on campus. I am 
back in my apartment, but I am still trying to unpack and replace things I lost 
in the storm. Please keep praying for New Orleans and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

 
 
 
Born to Megan Hamby Patterson & Jason Patterson: 
her name is Abigail Susan LeAnn Patterson, born 9pm monday night.  6 lbs 
11 oz, 20 inches long.  
 
Mom and baby are tired, but doing well.. 
 
heres a link to see her pics. 
 
http://photobucket.com/albums/v155/crewchief4344/Abigail/
 

 
 

http://photobucket.com/albums/v155/crewchief4344/Abigail/


Tim Dempsey (’84-’85,’87,’89) wrote to Leslie and said, “I was just thinking about 
the good old days at Blue Ridge one evening, looked it up the web, figured I better 
up date my info after kind of disappearing for several years. First of all, I really, 
really want to thank you and your husband for keeping the alumni events going. 
Maybe I have not been involved, but receiving the newsletter was always so 
inspiring, no matter where I was at the time. I am sure it takes a lot of time, but it 
really means a lot to me and I am sure hundreds of others. I have been in California 
5 years now, after living in Puebla, Mexico from 1994 to 2000. In Puebla, I was 
strength and conditioning coach and track coach at 2 universities, and also did work 
with the Mexican national basketball team, some professional athletes, and I would 
present coaching seminars throughout the region. Honestly, it was probably a dream 
situation, kind of like a sports missionary, but Mexico has its limitations, and I felt it 
would be better to return to the US. I was offered the job I had for the past 5 years 
as a personal trainer in Menlo Park, CA, so I had the opportunity to return to the US 
as an immigrant from Mexico who spoke English with an accent, (picked up that 
accent from speaking Spanish so much just like I'd pick up that Southern twang from 
them Blue Ridge folks) so it was truly a unique experience. I just got another job a 
month ago, also in Menlo Park, working as a Specialized Strength and Conditioning 
Coach at a non profit facility that trains elite athletes and troubled teens. It truly is a 
great place and one where I will be able to use my social work background and 
athletic  coaching skills. I am very excited. I have 2 absolutely wonderful bilingual 
daughters (of course I am biased about my own kids) Becky who turns 3 at the end 
of November, and Rosy who will turn 12 next week. They make my life and I spend 
as much time with them as possible. Blue Ridge was  such an important part of my 
life. My dream is to return there some day. Please send my greetings to all BRA 
people you may see. Do you have Don McMahills email and\or address? 
Congratulations on such a beautiful family you have. 

 
 

 
Leslie (Horn) Dennis and Rich Gapen enjoy catching up at the Summer 2005 Alumni 

Reunion.  
 



 
Former YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly staffer (2003) and good friend of Claire Watt 
(2005), Seth Olson, passed away suddenly on Monday, August 21, 2005.  There is a 
beautiful article in today’s edition of the Asheville Citizen newspaper about Seth and 
the impact that he had with the children in his classroom.  This article can be 
accessed online at www.citizen-times.com.  
 
Seth Olson, a kindergarten teacher at Isaac Dickson Elementary School, died 
Monday. Olson attended the school as a child and his mother, Susan Shillcock, is a 
long-time teacher there. Dickson principal Alida Woods said Olson had “boundless 
energy and passion” for teaching, and that he loved working with his students. 
A wake service will be held at 7:00 pm Friday, November 25 at St. Eugene’s Catholic 
Church. A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 11:00am Saturday, November 26 at 
the church. Condolences may be sent to the family: Mr. and Mrs. David W. Olson, 83 
Black Oak Drive, Asheville, NC  28804-1809, 828-254-4811. Condolences may be 
sent to Claire at claire_marie19@excite.com (be sure to include the underscore 
between claire and marie19).  

 
"the sound of the water rippling in the brooks" 
  
I can still hear this in my mind's ears as if it was the summer of 1967. I used to fall 
asleep in the dorm at night to that wonderful, calming sound of water gently and 
eternally rushing over polished pebbles. Have never experienced it again. Thanks for 
waxing poetic in your email and reviving that pleasant memory. 
  
Regards, 
Angel Castillo, Jr. 
Miami 

 

Richard Dennis and friends visit in front of the fire in February 2006 at the Alumni 
Planning Meeting.  

http://www.citizen-times.com/
mailto:claire_marie19@excite.com


Chandra Parker wrote Leslie Dennis and said, “Thanks for the update on that crew! It 
sounds like I have a lot to look forward to. We are doing great too. Shannon has 
recently taken a new job outside of Winston Salem with LSB the Bank. He is a loan 
officer and loves it. He's such a great sales guy! The kids are wonderful. Harrison is 
in first grade and enjoys the structure. Brooks and Christine attend a preschool a 
couple days a week. Those two are hams and are very silly like their dad. I've been 
working at our church pt with senior citizens planning parties and teaching water 
aerobics on Tuesday night at the church. We went to BR and stayed at Ward Belmont 
twice since the summer. We absolutely loved it with the kids. Glad to hear from you 
and thanks for keeping in touch.” Shannon & Chandra Parker, 115 Squires Ct, 
Kernersville, NC 27284. 

 



And, Ian Luck wrote this note: 
 
In early February I will be moving on to a new chapter in my personal and 
professional life.  Under the YMCA Professional Abroad program I will be joining the 
staff team of the World Alliance of YMCAs in Geneva, Switzerland.  This placement 
will be effective February 13, 2006 and run through July 31, 2006.  During my time 
with the World Alliance I will be focusing on preparing materials for the YMCA World 
Council meeting in Durban, S. Africa (being held this July) as well as developing and 
strengthening relationships between the World Alliance and other organizations. 
 
Following my time in Switzerland, I will be joining the staff team of the European 
Alliance of YMCAs at the beginning of September 2006.  In this role I will serve as a 
consultant to YMCAs in the Balkans until September 2007.  I will be based in Albania, 
spending 50% of my time focusing my efforts on the development of local YMCAs in 
Albania and the other 50% working with YMCAs in the rest of the Balkan region – 
(Former Yugoslav Republic of) Macedonia, Kosovo, Bulgaria, Greece, Romania – and 
possibly other countries in close proximity as requested.  
 
Thank you to all of you for the influence that you have had on my life - whether it 
has been in helping shape my YMCA career and professional development or as a 
friend when it was needed.  I hope to stay in touch with as many of you as possible 
during my European sojourn and plan to send regular updates. 
 
For those of you who wish to write, my new contact information is as follows: 
 
Email: 
ian@ymca.int (World Alliance – good through July 31, 2006) 
luck_ian@yahoo.co.uk (personal) 
 
Snail Mail: 
World Alliance of YMCAs 
12, Clos Belmont 
CH-1208 Geneva / Switzerland 
Tel: +41 (22) 849 5100 
 
or  
 
FOYER INTERNATIONAL D'ETUDIANTS SAINT-JUSTIN 
15-17 rue du Prieuré   
1202 GENEVE, Switzerland 
 
Good luck in the various endeavors (sorry, endeavours for those that speak the 
Queen’s English) that each of you are engaged in and I hope that our paths will 
continue to cross in the future. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Ian Luck 
Executive Director 
Corpening Memorial YMCA 
348 Grace Corpening Drive 
Marion, NC 28752 
 

mailto:ian@ymca.int
mailto:luck_ian@yahoo.co.uk


 
Jerry Bullock takes his first step out on the ropes course at the Summer 2005 Alumni 

Reunion.  

 
Treasurer’s Report 

We former staffers have three funds.  One is the Collegiate 
Work-Study Endowment, which supports the summer college course, 
summer staff directors, and summer social activities and partially 
supports the chaplain. We alumni started this fund in the 1980’s with a 
goal of raising $100.000. The fund recently got donations from the 
Central Carolina Community Foundation and Mr. Wright and now has a 
little over $151,000. The second is the Staff Alumni Endowment, which 
we started in the 1990’s with a goal of $30,000 to cover costs of our 
alumni association. Donations from attendees at last summer’s reunion 
have brought it up to $19,979.33, so whoever makes the next 
donation will put it over the $20,000 mark. Thirdly, our operating 
restricted fund paid about $730 for mailings, $350 for reunion 
entertainment, and $250 for our website during the year. We now 
have $1,784.97 available for this year’s mailing, website, and summer 
staff gift. If you would like to support alumni goals by contributing to 
any of these three funds make your check payable to “YMCA Blue 
Ridge Assembly”, indicate your intended use on the memo line, and 
mail it to the Blue Ridge Assembly, 84 Blue Ridge Circle, Black 
Mountain, NC 28711. 

 



Meeting Minutes 
Rather than fill up the newsletter with the meeting minutes from the 
Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion and the Winter 2006 Alumni Planning 
meetings, we decided to leave them out.  

If you would like a copy of either or both sets of minutes from these 
meetings, please e-mail Leslie (Horn) Dennis at the following address: 

richardleslieplusfour@charter.net  

She will be happy to send them to you!  

 

 
Kay (Bates) Chambers and Leslie (Horn) Dennis enjoy the snow at the Winter 

Planning Meeting in February 2006. 

 

mailto:richardleslieplusfour@charter.net


2006 Centennial Celebration Events  
 

Friday, June 30, to Sunday, July 2, 2006 
Staff Alumni Centennial Reunion 

 
 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 
Summer Celebration 

 
(Festivities will include games on Lee Hall lawn, burial of the time capsule, 

picnic, camp meeting with hymn sing, and homemade ice cream!) 
 
 

Friday, October 6, 2006  
Birthday Celebration 

 
(Festivities will include a sit-down dinner, birthday cake, and a performance 

of a special musical drama entitled, “Way Back When”.) 
 

 
Richard & Leslie (Horn) Dennis & family pose for the camera at the Summer 2005 

Alumni Reunion. 
 



Melissa Bailey, Guest Services Director, at Blue Ridge shared what the 
Assembly has been doing to celebrate its Centennial Celebration in the 
following article: 
 

THE ASSEMBLY’S CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
 
Four antique cabinets which once housed books in the old library which stood on the 
current Blue Ridge Center site have been cleaned and lighted.  These beautiful 
cabinets are filled with various historical pieces – Blue Ridge china, old pictures, 
slides from Dr. Weatherford’s travels and various books including books written by 
Dr. Weatherford and Dr. John R. Mott.  This centennial exhibit is arranged in 
chronological order to depict the Assembly’s development. 
 
In the large dining room, guests may stroll by the centennial mural and view pictures 
from each decade beginning with the timber harvest and construction of Robert E. 
Lee Hall.  Currently, we have eight double hung windows completed – 1906-1919, 
the 1920s through the 1980s.  The 1990s will be completed by the end of March.  
The 2000s will be completed by summer.  In addition, we will choose pictures from 
each centennial event-Far Horizons picnic, staff alumni reunion, summer celebration 
and birthday celebration-to depict centennial commemorative activities.   
 
Beginning in January 2006, all guests have the opportunity to sign a guest register 
with the date of their visit, their name, residence and any comments they choose to 
record - just like guests did at the turn of the century!  
 
Our centennial history publication, Eureka! A Century of YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly, 
was mailed to the chief executive officer of every corporate and branch YMCA and 
YMCA site director in the ten southeastern states.  The mailing also included a listing 
of our YMCA conferences with each conference director’s contact information.  In 
January 2006, the Assembly was notified that our history publication was named 
best in category at the prestigious PICA (The Printing Industry of the Carolinas) 
annual awards competition.   
 
Media kits were mailed to sixty select media outlets.  Each kit contained a press 
release, centennial dvd, brief history of the Assembly and historical timeline, Blue 
Ridge fact sheet and a list of directors and trustees.   YMCAs received the same kit 
as well as a centennial poster to display. 
 
Media response to YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly’s centennial has been exciting!  The 
Black Mountain News has sited Blue Ridge in four separate issues.  First on July 28, a 
photograph of the first hay wagon leaving for the picnic at  Far Horizons appeared.  
Then in the August 4 edition, an article entitled   “A History of Commitment to the 
Black Mountain Area – Black Mountain’s Past” intertwined YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly 
to Black Mountain and featured several pictures of the Atlanta Falcons football team’s 
initial training camp and our beautiful property.  Thursday, March 2, 2006, Blue 
Ridge will be featured. 
 
In the Asheville Citizen-Times on Saturday, August 6, we were featured on the front 
page of the religion section in an article entitled “Unforgetable.” Under the title was a 
gorgeous picture of Robert E. Lee Hall enveloped by the lush green of summer.  The 
article told of our founding and encouraged alumni and guests to share memories 



with us.  This story has enjoyed a great response with alumni, family members of 
alumni and guests writing and emailing their reflections.  Currently, we are collecting 
the letters to display during our centennial year. 
 
In the August/September edition of Perspective, a Journal of the Association of YMCA 
Professionals, there appeared an article by Roger which conveyed the key role 
conference centers played in the education of YMCA professionals and lay leadership.     
It also shared Blue Ridge’s history, heritage and guiding principles. 
 
The Swannanoa Valley Museum recently published a 2006 calendar with images from 
the museum’s collection.  A snow-covered Robert E. Lee Hall depicts the month of 
January.  

 

 
Jennifer (Voskuhl) Canipe & family get ready for the climb at the ropes course during 

the Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion! 

 
SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

 
Winter Planning Meeting 
February 16-18, 2007 

 
Summer 2007 Alumni Reunion 

July 6-8, 2007  
(2 or 3 night option available) 

 



2006 Alumni Reunion  
June 30-July 2  

FRIDAY 
 ♣ Registration: BRC Lobby, 4-6 PM (Once checked in, congregate on 

Lee Hall Porch)  
 ♣ Dinner on your own (Local menus will be available to plan your dining.)  
 ♣ 8:00 PM Dessert & Coffee Bar/“I Remember” sharing opportunity in 

Lee Hall Lobby (Bring your memories, scrapbooks, diaries, photos, 
uniforms-oh, we aren’t supposed to have those!)  

 
SATURDAY 

 ♣ 8:00 AM Breakfast  
 ♣ 9:30 AM Photo Session – Bring all your family and friends & gather 

at Lee Hall for our official Alumni photo.  Please be prompt! 
 ♣ Meet & Greet Session to follow photo.  This will be a time to 

introduce yourself and your family.  Special awards will be given for 
oldest alumni, those that traveled the farthest, etc.  We will also 
elect officers for the coming term at this time and hear about 
happenings at Blue Ridge! 
♣ 12:30 PM Lunch  

 ♣ Afternoon free to enjoy your favorite Blue Ridge activity  
 1:30-5:30: Craft Shop hours-Enjoy making a Centennial Year craft! 
 3:00:  Odyssey Course available.  You must be there at 3:00 for 

instructions in order to climb! 
 ♣ 5:30-7:00 PM Dinner @ lake:  Low Country Boil/Frogmore Stew 

cooked by alumni, Joy Darby Gardberg.  There will be a non-seafood 
alternative!  

 ♣ 7:30 PM “Game Show Mania” hosted by Bill Grimsley (Brush up on 
your Blue Ridge trivia!)  Game Show to be held in Washburn Center. 

 
SUNDAY 

 ♣ 8:00 AM Breakfast in Robertson Room.  Sonny Hargrove, full-time 
chaplain at BRA, will provide a devotional. 

  
Schedule SubjectTo Change At A Moment’s Notice 

 



Staff Alumni Association 2006  
Reunion Weekend Registration Form  

 
Friday, June 30 – Sunday, July 2, 2006 

 
 
Arrival Date: Friday, June 30th Check-In Time: 3:00 pm  
Departure Date: Sunday, July 2 Check-Out Time: 10:00 am  
2 nights include Breakfast, Saturday – Breakfast, Sunday. (4 meals) 
 
Note: Ages 2 & under are free, Ages 3-12 are considered children  
 
 
Participants may purchase individual meal tickets for Friday supper, if they so 
desire.  

 
…………………………………………………  
Step 1: Please print the information requested below  
Name:________________________________Spouse:__________________________
_  
Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________  
City: ________________________________ State: _________ Zip:_____________  
 
Phone:_______________________________ 
 
What years were you employed on the Blue Ridge Staff? 
______________________________  
 
Email address: ________________________________________  
 
 
Accommodations Requested (see prices below):  
 
Total Number in party __________ Names and ages of children:  
1) ____________________ 3) ______________________  
2) ________________________ 4) _______________________  

 
 



YOUNTS HALL 
ROOMS 

 
2 Night Package includes 4 Meals  
Single Rate/Per Person  $ 87.00  
Double Rate/Per Person  $ 66.00  

 
Please include any other pertinent information below. For example, if you 
have a roommate preference or if you have special physical needs, please 
indicate that below.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Return to Leslie Dennis  
1856 Seasons Drive  
Prattville, AL 36066  

Email questions to Leslie @ richardleslieplusfour@charter.net  
 
 

 
 
 
It’s not too late to make your plans to attend the Alumni Centennial 
Celebration!  We have 65 people registered to date and unfortunately 
the original contracted rooms are gone.  But we still want everyone 
interested to plan to join the fun and experience all the nostalgia of 
Blue Ridge!  We currently have additional housing for alumni in Younts 
Hall.  We know many of you can hardly wait to revisit your Younts Hall 
memories!  All of the staff this year is being housed in Weatherford 
Hall, therefore the availability of Younts.  Younts does have community 
showers, but they are all partitioned off for privacy.  Bring a fan and 
come enjoy the Centennial Reunion!  See the registration form for 
rates.  If you would rather try for a place off the mountain, we have 
included some area hotel information.  Please send the registration 
form to Leslie even if you plan to stay off the mountain so we will 
know to expect you at the Reunion! 

 
 
 



 
ACCOMODATIONS OFF THE MOUNTAIN 

Comfort Inn  
585 RR 9  
Black Mountian, NC 
828-669-9950  

Guest House Over Yonder  
433 N. Fork Rd.  
Black Mountain, NC 
828-669-6762 

http://www.cottageoveryonder.com/accommodations.htm

Super 8 Motel  
101 Flat Creek Rd.  
Black Mountain, NC 
828-669-8076 

The Madison Inn 
email: madisonsblackmtn@charter.net  
Quaint inn in the mountains of Western North Carolina.  Just outside 
Black Mountain, on site restaurant and lounge.  Seventeen rooms, all 
with private entrances and private baths, cable tv and telephone in 
rooms. 
15 Dixon Dr. 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 
866-669-4785  

The Red Rocker Inn

http://www.redrockerinn.com/rooms.php  

Other Bed & Breakfast links: 

 http://www.bedandbreakfast.com/black-mountain-north-carolina.html

 

 

 

http://www.cottageoveryonder.com/accommodations.htm
mailto:madisonsblackmtn@charter.net
http://www.redrockerinn.com/rooms.php
http://www.bedandbreakfast.com/black-mountain-north-carolina.html


 

And to finish out the newsletter, we leave you 
with the following photos that remain from the 

Summer 2005 Alumni Reunion!! ☺ 

 

 

 

Rich Gapen & Adrienne (Hoppmeyer) Anders visit at the lake. 

 

 

 

 



 

Jon Reese coaches his team members along the ropes! 

 

Victoria (Eyster) & Bob Deem watch their son, Lucas, on the course.  



 

Laura Grace Dennis climbs the inflatable obstacle course.  

 

Ethan Dennis walks the course.  

 



 

Battling the dangling ropes! 

 

Make plans now to reserve your spot for the 
Summer 2006 Alumni Reunion Weekend!! 

June 30th – July 2nd

Black Mountain, North Carolina 
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