
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

2002 Assembly  Accomplishments 
  

Among many recent accomplishments, in 2002 
Blue Ridge Assembly: 

  
� Completed re-roofing Heaton Hall, the Blue Ridge Center dining room and a number of cottages  
� Welcomed Elaine Godfrey as staff development director  
� Established and appointed members to the Centennial Celebration Task Force chaired by Dr. 
Carmaleta L. Monteith  

� Joined in celebration, as Kurt Eckel and Peggy Nieting were married on the porch of Robert E. 
Lee Hall  

� Received a grant from the Walker Foundation of California which provides major funding for the 
YMCA Christian Leadership Conference   

�                     Welcomed 41 international summer staffers from 13 
different countries:  Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, 
England, India, Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tonga and Zambia 

�                     Board member Chrystal Kellogg became an 
ordained minister in St. Thomas Christian Church 
before her untimely passing in January 2003. 

� Created a marketing administrative assistant position, 
filled by Kristen Kimbrel from Junction City, 
Kansas.  Our goal is to facilitate a 40% increase in 
program participation among on ground groups.  

� Received a grant from the YMCA of the USA and JC Penney After-school.  This allowed us to 
partner with the YMCA of Western North Carolina to provide weekly heritage craft experiences 
for 100 Blue Ridge Day Camp children throughout the summer.  

� Began Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) classes on grounds for our international 
staff members  

� The Blue Ridge Fund hosted its first Vendor Partner Luncheon.  
� Staffer Miho Ueda, (Tokyo, Japan) was presented the Earle Ligon Whittington Award, and staffer 
Bill Pollard, Black Mountain, NC, was presented the Dr. Paul M. Grist Award.  

� The Martha Kate and Alvin A. Moore Memorial Endowment Fund was established by the estate 
of Martha Kate Moore to expand the scope of music appreciation.  The initial gift to the fund was 
$25,150.  

� The annual department heads’ retreat was held in September.  Tom Massey pledged to “take Blue 
Ridge from good to great!”  

� Two volunteer groups assisted in the development of a butterfly garden outside the craft room at 
Washburn Center.  
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� Construction for a new family lodge located between Younts Hall and Whittington Amphitheater 
is scheduled to begin late March.  

  
-contributed by Elaine Godfrey, Staff Development Director 
  
  
  

KEEPING UP 
  

Amy (Amelia Bryan) Gill -- '54-'55 and husband Bill enjoyed a 
six week camping trip between October 15 and December 1. They 
traveled from central Florida to Phoenix, AZ and back.  Oh, the 
joys of retirement!! 
  
Ted McCoy (54,55,59), Tim McCoy (55) and their wives took an 
inland waterway cruise to Alaska in early June 2002. 
  

Jeff Maddox (95) was married to  Audra Hale of Oxford, MS on April 26, 2003.  Jeff has been selected 
for a Fulbright Teacher Exchange to Germany for the 2003-2004 school year.  His new email is 
JMADDOX1970@yahoo.com.  
  
Kenneth Johnson (77,78,80, 81) writes, after leaving Blue Ridge in the summer of 1981, I went to law 
school at George Washington University. After graduation, I practiced in Washington D.C. for fifteen 
years in both private practice and as in-house counsel for the United Mine Workers Health and 
Retirement Funds. In 1987, I married Jo Joyce. In 1999 we moved back home to North Carolina where I 
am a director in the law firm of Tuggle, Duggins & Meschan. Just this past summer Jo and I ventured 
over to the Republic of Georgia to adopt our son Jakob Ennis Johnson. He is now nine months old and 
we are greatly enjoying be part of a burgeoning populous-geriatric parents.  
  
Kenneth M. Johnson 
Tuggle Duggins & Meschan, P.A. 
228 W. Market Street (27401) 
P.O. Box 2888 
Greensboro, NC 27402 
(336) 271-5264 Direct 
kjohnson@tuggleduggins.com 
  
Juli McCracken Gerken (95) and husband, D.J., have purchased their first home in Alexandria, VA.  
Juli’s new address and email are: 
            220 E Del Ray Ave. 
            Alexandria, VA  22301 
            703/837-0148 
            juli.gerken@verizon.net 
    



 
Ray & Katherine Nightingale (90s) and 20 month old son, Brandon came to the United States in May for 
a visit.  While there, they visited with Richard and Leslie Dennis.  The Nightingales live in England.    
  
  
Sheila Marshall Stone (1981) has a wonderful husband and two teenage sons, 11 and 17.  She would 
love to get in touch with some of her fellow alums.  She is looking hard for Jene Seaton or Laura 
Watson, whom she roomed with on the mountain.  Sheila’s sister, Nadine, also worked at Blue Ridge in 
1980 and 1981.  Sheila can be contacted at: 

2263 Hwy. 371 East 
Nashville, Arkansas  71852 
870/845-1269 
smscats71852@yahoo.com 

Bob Young (51, 52, 53) is looking for some ex-staffers from his years at Blue Ridge.  Bob can be 
reached at: 
            107 Peyton Drive 
            Shelbyville, TN  37160 
            931/437-2408 

 bobeyoung@msn.com.  
  
Jon Long has made his home in the southeast part of England near Cambridge in 
Lakenheath/Mildenhall.  He is in the U. S. Air Force working in nursing in the area dealing with the 
flying population.  He has enjoyed visiting London since being in England and says that has brought 
back many fond memories of his Blue Ridge Ambassador experience to Romford in 1995. 
  
Angela Jeffcoat (94-95) was married February 1, 2003 to Michael Thurman.  Angela’s new address is: 

726-1 Hickman Road 
Augusta, GA  30904 
706/736-5072 
Ajeffuga@aol.com 

Angela says she comes back to visit Blue Ridge at least once a year.  “It’s amazing how you can never 
get that place out of your system.  I love to just go back and sit on the porch and stare off into the 
mountains and remember those summers of fun, the people, the loves, the feeling of Blue Ridge.” 
  
  
Charles C. Caldwell writes, “I worked at Blue Ridge for many summers--in the 60's, 70's, and 80's. My 
wife finished out a summer as Head Houskeeper and my daughters, Jan Caldwell Williams and Beth 
Caldwell Buzogany worked a few summers but not as long as I did. I have many wonderful memories 
and met many marvelous people.”  C. C. can be reached at: 
            POB 307 DWRC  

Due West, SC  29639 cccduewest@wctel.net 
  



  
  
James (Jim) Turner ((55-56) and wife, Pat, joined the group at the Winter Planning Meeting in 
February.  Jim enjoyed reconnecting with his friends from the ‘50s and meeting all the other alumni in 
attendance!  Jim can be reached at: 
            224 Little Falls St. 
            Falls Church, VA  22046 
            202/219-9574  
            patrturner@yahoo.com 
  
   

  
Beth McGirt Adams (84-86) met her husband 
Tony (84) at Blue Ridge! They worked together 
singing in the Performing Arts group, the Blue 
Ridge Singers.  They became reacquainted two 
years ago and married on August 30, 2002.  
Beth has two children, Kelly (age 9) and 
Delaney (age 5).  They have already made 
plans to attend the 2003 summer reunion!  
Their address is: 
       113 Circle Drive 
       Saint Simons Island, GA 31522 
       912/634-2559 
       tonyandbeth@earthlink.net 
   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Beth and Tony on a recent visit to Blue Ridge. 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
Thomas L. Stringfellow is searching for his comrades of 1953.  He writes, “the memories of so many are 
still with me:  Rodney, Barbara, Jon, Billy, Ann, Chuck, etc…too many to name them all.  I come thru 
our old stomping grounds annually on my way to Wildacres and Penland (Jewlery and Glass Classes) 
and never fail to take the NECESSARY detour up the mountain to sit on the front porch of Lee Hall.  
Friends traveling with me are curious, questioning the detour, but understand once they see the view 
from Lee Hall’s porch.  My wife, in her last few days, sat on Lee’s porch enjoying ice cream and despite 
how debilitated she was with cancer, understood better what I had spoken of so many times.  In so many 
ways…Love lies there… 
Tom can be emailed at: TomString@aol.com. 



  
Davis Brock (’88) is the Technology Coordinator for Elmore County Public Schools in Alabama.  He & 
wife, Mary Elizabeth, have a two year old son, Weston.  Davis can be reached at 
davis.brock@elmoreco.com.  
  
Charlie Wilson (70s) and wife, Belinda, will be coming home to South Carolina this fall after living 
three years in Germany.  The Air Force is retiring the aircraft that he 
works with and, for some reason, they won't pay him to stay there and do 
nothing!  Charlie writes, “it has been wonderful to be able to do all the traveling we have since we've 
been here (ten countries so far with two more scheduled).”  The Alumni Association is sad Charlie is 
leaving Germany, but glad he’ll be able to come to a reunion again soon!  We can’t wait to hear about 
your European adventures! 
 

  
Found: 

Blue Ridge Alumni! 
  

Kappy Stewart Jordan (51-52)  
5024 Mt. Vernon Dr. 
Seneca, SC  29672 
jkapster@aol.com 
  
Sarah Robinson Flick (71,73,74) 
sarah.Flick@mhmraharristx.org 
  
Jason Brown (1992)  
jbb268@optonline.net 
  
Eric Smith (84) 
esmith15@sc.rr.com 
Eric was found by Beth McGirt Adams (84-86) when she and husband, Tony (84), sang at Arletta 
Raley’s (years at Blue Ridge unknown??)  church in Columbia, SC in November. 
  
William B. "Pete" Lee (54-62) 
42010 Rolling Hills Drive 
Lake Riverside Estates 
Aguanga, CA 92536  
aeromer@ix.netcom.com 
  
Scott Long (54,55) WScottLong@aol.com 
  
Michael Craft (70-72)    mbcraft@tva.gov 
  
Julia Spruill Peart (95)    peartsplace@msn.com 

  

Address Changes: 
  

Krissy Walther Lacy (93-95) 
9325 Seven Hills Curve  
Mobile, AL  36695 



251/639-0088 
chrisld@mail2world.com 
  
DM Tim McCoy (55) 
dmmccoy@planetusa.net 
  
  
  
Sarah Halterman(93-95) 
317/443-6229 
skatehalt@comcast.net 
  
  
  
  

Blue Ridge Prepares for Centennial Celebration 
  

In 2006, the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly will celebrate it's 100th anniversary; and preparations have 
already begun to ensure that our centennial will be remembered for yet another century.  A task force 
was organized to spearhead planning for the centennial, and their first meeting this past July has already 
spawned a whirlwind of ideas. 
  
For more information on the 2006 Centennial celebration, please contact Karen Calhoun, Marketing 
Director, 
at (828) 669-8422 or by email at kcalhoun@ymcabra.org. 

  
  

Alumni Reunion 2006 
  

The Alumni Association wants to have a HUGE reunion in 2006 to celebrate the centennial.  Watch for 
our exciting plans and make the decision now to join old friends “on the porch” in 2006!  If you have 
ideas for the 2006 reunion, contact Leslie Dennis @ richardleslieplusfour@charter.net.    
  
  
  
  
  
 

I Remember… 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

�      the Summer of 1967, when a rascal desk clerk played Jefferson Airplane's 



"Somebody To Love" instead of Carolina In The Morning. The women in Martha 
Washington danced to their jobs and Dr. Paul Limbert asked, "Wasn't that a funny Carolina 
tune?" 

  
�      when a big deal for the staff was one of Dr. Grist's group trips to Shoney's in Asheville for 

dinner. 
  

�      Mattie and Jessie's wonderful meat loaf! 
  

�      Buck's Restaurant and The Bavarian Cellar on Tunnel Road..... 
  

�      going into Asheville for “Shindig on the Green”. 
  

�      wearing awfully hot, terribly tacky uniforms in all departments. 
  

�      talent shows in ’54 & ’55 which were major productions performed for the Y Directors 
Conference. 

  
�      Frank & Bea Hogan teaching the summer staff mountain folk dancing. 

  
�      the thumbprint on each and every brownie. 

  

�      Roger Hibbard’s car stalling on the hill behind Lee Hall during the 4th of July parade and 
Program ambushing the line with balloons.  Ken Kelly ended the onslaught with a few stern 
words. 

  
�      Roger Hibbard starting Sr. Staff Training by playing “Mr. Roger” (of Mr. Rogers 

Neighborhood) and showing everyone how to properly place trash bags in the trash cans.   “Can 
you say trash bag?” 

  
  
�      when Mrs. Bouler, Head Housekeeper, called C.C. Caldwell, Front Desk Manager, to tell him 

that there was a plumbing problem in Lee Hall l62 and that he would have to arrange to move the 
occupants to Asheville Hall. C.C. called the room and explained the problem. The occupant 
informed him that she and her husband were having no problems at all. C.C. lied and said that it 
was showing up in the rooms below. She finally agreed to move and after she was safely tucked 
away in Asheville Hall by the wonderful college staff, C.C. got another call from Mrs Bouler 
who said, "Caldwell, There was nothing wrong with that plumbing--my housekeepers found bed 
bugs in that room."  
After Orkin arrived and we were sure that the bed bugs were gone, we felt that we could use that 
room again. The very first night of its use, a very irate lady appeared at the front desk where Bea 
Hogan and Caldwell were working. She addressed Bea with the following words, "Look what I 
found in my bed." Bea knowing full well what it was said, "What is it?" The lady very 
emphatically said, "It's a bed bug!!!!!!!" and Bea very innocently said, "Is that what that is?" 
Needless to say our guests left BRA for the night and I am sure forever and ever. To my 
knowledge, this was the alpha and the omega of bed bugs at Blue Ridge Assembly.  
  
  

  

Alumni Website Link 
  



The Alumni Association now has a link on the Blue Ridge Website.  However, it is not a live link yet, 
due to the process of inputting information.  This is currently under development.  Davis Brock (88) has 
graciously agreed to spearhead this project.  Please check our status by periodically visiting the Blue 
Ridge website, www.blueridgeassembly.org.  Our plans are to have an alumni directory available on the 
welcome page.  This directory will include alumni names, years on staff, and email addresses.  For 
security purposes, email addresses will be the only personal information displayed.  If you have address 
updates to submit, including email address changes, or do not wish to be added to this online database, 
please email Leslie Dennis at richardleslieplusfour@charter.net.   
  
  

  
  

Winter Planning  
Dates for 2004: 

  

February 13-15, 2004 
  

Come help us plan! 
(Contact Leslie Dennis @ richardleslieplusfour@charter.net  

for more information!   
  

  
  

New Idea!  Need Input! 
  

Thoughts have been given to a four day/three night summer reunion weekend in the future.  We would 
love to have feedback on whether this is a good idea and would allow more of you to make the long trip, 

or if we should keep the length of the reunion as is.  Please submit input to Leslie Dennis.  (Email 
address in this this newsletter numerous places!)  Phone number:  334/365-7294. 

  

Congratulations! 

  
Scott Mueller (80s) graduated from the University of Hartford Graduate Institute of Professional 
Psychology on May 18, 2003 with his Doctorate in Psychology.   Way to go, Scott!   
  
Dan Matthews (80s) was chosen by a former student as the teacher who influenced her the most during 
her Presidential Scholar nomination.  Therefore, Dan will travel with the student to Washington, D.C. in 
June to receive his Presidential Scholars Teacher Recognition Award.  What an honor! 

NEW BABIES! 
  

Herb Williams(95) and wife, Amy, welcomed Clay 
Arden into the world on April 20, 2003.  Clay weighed 
6 lb, 14 oz.  The Williams family lives in Nashville, 

TN. 
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Juli McCracken Gerken (95) and husband, D.J. welcomed 
Ruby Grace into the family on March 6, 2003.  Ruby Grace 

weighed 7 lbs, 13 oz. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
2002 Summer Reunion Minutes 

  
-  We began with introduction around the room:  name, years worked at 
BRA, and what you are currently doing or where employed. 
 
-  Next we proceeded with the election of SAA officers.  Slate passed 
with all in favor.  No nays. 
     President-    Ian Luck 
     1st VP-       Carl Paulson 
      2nd VP-     Leslie Dennis 
     Treasurers-  Ted McCoy/Tim McCoy 
     Secretary-    Megan Patterson 
 
-  We were presented with an update by Roger Hibbard. --Completed Vision 
2000 over a year ago- project took about 7 years.  BRA worked with Tom 
Massey on strategic planning.  Back in 3/01 BRA allocated time with the 
Board to brainstorm for 3 days.  BRA's purpose is to provide quality 
programs with experienced staff.  BRA's Principles:  1)  Christian-Based, 
2) traditional environment, 3) contemporary programs, 4) affordable, 5) 
regional YMCA focus, 6) developmental, and 7) operations to reflect high 
standards.  Priorities for the next 5 years:  1) adventure learning, 
(with ropes courses for others to learn), 2) conference hosting, 3) 
attract young adults and how to serve them better (44% last year fell in 
the young adult and teen categories), 4) teens (goal is at least 50%).  
To strengthen effectiveness:  1) increase endowment, 2) staff 
development, 3) ethnic and racial diversity, 4) continue facility 
updates.  Centennial Celebration:  Don Moore is to come into BRA and 
brainstorm with the Board for what we want to do and why we want to do 



it.  BRA wants to include all groups- staff, alumni, etc...  Ann 
Weatherford provided some of her father's glass slides to BRA.  BRA in 
the process of reproducing copies and categorizing these pictures along 
with letters documenting the history of BRA.  In the desire to do our 
best BRA has stepped back in order to complete the job and do their best. 
 This allows BRA a time to also proceed with additional 
funding/endowments.  BRA is also working on archives- so if some pictures 
are missing then they (Karen Calhoun & those working on the layout) will 
make sure that the pictures are returned. 
 
-  Elaine Godfrey- Elaine presented that they have 35 rotating staff, 37 
returning senior staff, and 35 high school staff this summer.  As of 
6/24/02 there were 11 students in the collegiate summer course- Legal 
issues and ethnics in business (An attorney from Asheville is teaching 
the class).  One of the issues faced by hiring international staff is it 
is becoming more and more difficult to obtain Visas.  Only had two 
ambassadors this year- Sioux Indian Reservation and England.  Part of the 
decline of the ambassadorships is due to the international travel and 
difficulties with international travel.  BRA has added 5 new permanent 
staff including:  1) Marketing Admin Asst (who works on returning 
conferences and adding programs to their schedule), 2) Admin Asst, 3) 
Accounting Coordinator, 4) Program Coordinator, and 5) a 2nd Program 
Coordinator.  The staff have already experienced several staff trips this 
summer including:  bowling, rafting, and Carowinds. 
 
Roger added that staff are now paid every two weeks just like permanent 
staff.  Fourty-four percent of all groups have taken a program that BRA 
offers.  BRA is now serving 35,000 people a year.  Every department head 
is a permanent staff member now. 
 
-  Finance Report presented by Ted McCoy:  1) Collegiate work study 
endowment fund- started in the early '80s is currently at $169,152.00.  
2)  Staff Alumni Endowment fund (alumni gifts, winter planning meeting, 
newsletter, web site) is currently at $15,660.00.  Our goal here though 
is to be self-supporting and to reach that goal we need to be at 
$30,000.00.  3)  Alumni/Staff operating fund is currently $18.17.  ** We 
need donations here**  Checks are to be made out to YMCA Blue Ridge 
Assembly and then please specify on your check where/which fund you are 
donating to. 
 
-  Alumni Gift (Ian Luck):  Four mountain bikes were given by staff 
alumni this year.  Bikes were purchased in March and are greatly 
appreciated.  '99- Ceiling fans, '00-camcorder, '01- staff computers, and 
'02- Mountain Bikes.  There is a plaque in Weatherford which is to be 
updated with the donation of the staff alumni gifts. 
 
-  Web site Updates (Leslie Dennis):  Leslie, Ian, and Will (web site 
developer) have been working on a welcome page for the Alumni along with 
alumni's names, years on staff, and e-mail addresses.  Alumni can be 
added and edited as needed.  Messages (such as Summer Reunion info) can 
be added to our page.  This site is not live yet, but hope to be live by 



8/02.  You will be able to link to the alumni page from 
blueridgeassembly.org 
 
-  Newsletter (Leslie Dennis):  Please e-mail any updates or ideas to 
Leslie Dennis. 
 
-  2003 (Leslie Dennis):  Winter planning Meeting is scheduled for 
February 14-16, 2003.  We have contracted with BRA for 2 nights and if 
you want to stay Sunday night then you will need to contact BRA 
independently for Sunday PM.  (meals included are Sat b-fast, Sat-lunch, 
and Sunday b-fast).  Officers are only ones who have free rooms that 
weekend.  Leslie will be doing registration again.  Staff alumni will be 
paying 1/2 rate charge as usual.  July 11-13 are our dates for the summer 
reunion (we will either be in BRC or Asheville Hall).  Ian will look into 
potential dates for 2004 and 2005. 
 
-  Other Business:  What kind of programs do we (BRAAA) want to do?  
Interesting in ropes course climbing?  Next year what do we want to do?  
Suggestion made included for those who come early on Friday and could be 
here to go on a rafting trip and then on Saturday am have canoeing, 
climbing wall, and picnic at the lake.  Summer of 2003 has been tabled to 
the February Planning Meeting to make final plans for the summer. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


